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ÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐ 

!"#$%&'(#!%" )

 
In a prayer to God Jesus said: “Sanctify them by means of the truth; your word is 

truth.” (John 17:17) And in his conversation with a group of Jews, he said, “The 
Scripture cannot be nullified.” (John 10:35) Jesus believed that the books of the 
Hebrew Scriptures were inspired by God. 

Few people today believe that the Bible is the word of God, and even those who 
say they do, have some reservations to particular texts. If we follow the example of 
Jesus and believe in the full inspiration of the Bible without any reservations, it means 
we believe that: 

Every word in the Bible is inspired by God, though written by human secretaries. 
All the nuances and subtleties of the original text are important. 
Every account in the Bible is included with a particular purpose and has a 
particular meaning. 

This book analyzes the chronology and prophecies concerning the time of the end 
and the restoration of all things. Why were all the passages dealing with these issues 
included in the Bible? We find an answer in Romans 15:4: 

! ! "#$!IJJ) KLM) KLNOPQ!%&'%! ()$)! ($*%%)+! ',#$)%*-)! ()$)! ($*%%)+!,#$! #.$! *+/%$.0%*#+1!%&'%!
%&$#.2&!#.$!)+3.$'+0)!'+3!%&$#.2&!%&)!0#-,#$%!,$#-!%&)!40$*5%.$)/!()!-*2&%!&'6)!&#5)7!

We note that Paul speaks about “!""#$%&#$%'()* that were written aforetime,” which 
refers to all the books of The Hebrew Scriptures. This means that the ages of our 
ancient ancestors found in Genesis chapter 5, and the information in 1 Kings 6:1 
that Solomon started to build the temple in the 480th year “after the Sons of Israel 
came out from the land of Egypt,” are not included just to satisfy our curiosity.  

But Paul said that this information is included in the Hebrew Scriptures “for our 
instruction.” And not only that, but this information, together with the prophecies 
about the restoration of all things, is written to give us hope! 

If we had a father we loved who had been away from us for a long time and we 
received a letter from him, we would carefully read it several times to ensure we had 
fully understood all the nuances of what he had written. Our heavenly Father has 
sent a long letter to us, The Holy Bible, which includes chronological information 
and prophecies that really give us hope. Will we study this information carefully to 
ensure that we have fully understood all the nuances? 

Unfortunately, the study of prophecies and chronology has been grossly neglected 
in recent years. This is the reason why I have written this book: to point to all the 
information God has given us about the restoration of all things. Every chapter gives 
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us hope by providing details and nuances about an aspect of God’s purpose in the 
restoration of all things.  

The chapter that has been particularly important to me is chapter 9 about the 
Jubilee chronology. It was an aha-moment for me when I realized that just as there 
are specific appointed times ending at Jesus’ first coming and specific appointed 
times ending at his second coming, there are also specific appointed times ending at 
the antitypical Jubilee, the thousand-year reign of Jesus Christ. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

ÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐ 

#*+)(*$%"%,%-.)/"&)#*+)0$%0*+(!+1)
%2)#*+)3!3,+)1* /,, )3+)'"&+$1#%%& )

 
 

!"##$%&' '

This book discusses several prophecies and prophetic time periods in the Bible. 

It is not presumptuous to discuss their  fulfillment , as their context indicates 

they should be understood. 

Jesus showed that all the nuances and subtleties of the original text of the 

Bible are important, which means that a careful study of this text is necessary. 

Daniel shows that his prophecies and prophetic time periods were sealed until 

the time of the end. Then, the servants of God should understand them. 

Jesus gave a prophecy about his second coming and his presence, and he 

showed that his followers would understand its fulfillment. Jesus also spoke about 

the prophetic time period of !the appointed times of the nations," and said that 

it should also be understood. 

The last book in the Bible is !A revelation by Jesus Christ, which God gave 

him." It contains prophecies, signs, and prophetic time periods, and Jesus shows 

that his followers should understand these. 

A central point in this book is the time prophecies that lead to the great 

tribulation and the beginning of the thousand-year reign of Jesus Christ. These 

time prophecies are connected with what I call !the Jubilee chronology," which 

holds that the Jubilee in Israel is a prophetic type of the thousand-year reign of 

Jesus Christ. 
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As a background for understanding the Jubilee as prophetic types, I discuss 

in detail the prophetic types of the tabernacle, the priesthood, and the offerings, 

as well as those of Passover, Pentecost, and the Feast of Booths. 

 

The words of Jesus in Luke 20:37 teach us how we should view the text of the 
Bible, including its chronology and its prophecies: 

!"#! 8.%! %&'%! %&)! 3)'3! '$)! $'*/)3! .5! )6)+! 9#/)/! 3*/0:#/)31! *+! %&)! '00#.+%! ';#.%! %&)!
%&#$+;./&1!(&)+!&)!0'::/!<)&#6'&!=%&)!>#3!#,!?;$'&'-!'+3!>#3!#,!@/''0!'+3!>#3!#,!
<'0#;7A$"%$B)!*/!'!>#31!+#%!#,!%&)!3)'31!;.%!#,!%&)!:*6*+21!,#$!%&)C!'$)!'::!:*6*+2!%#!&*-7D 

These words teach us several important principles: 

"#$!%&'()!*$((+,-!!"#$%&'%(#)$'%*$)&+,-#,.#)$/0$,"#$,#1,$/0$,"#$2.+-#$'3#$.45/3,'%,6 The 
passage shows that one situation can teach us something important about another 
situation.  It shows that even the tense of a verb can be very important. If the text to 
which Jesus refers had used past tense and said, “I +!*  the God of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob,” it would not have shown that there would be a resurrection from the 
dead. 

"#$! ($.+,/! *$((+,-! !/$&%*#3),'%*$ ,"#$ ,#1,$ /0$ ,"#$2.+-#7$ ,#'("#3)$ '3#$%#(#))'386 I am 
certain that almost no reader of Exodus 3:6, to which Jesus refers, would, after 
reading that Jehovah '* the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, conclude that these 
words show there would be a resurrection from the dead. However, after reading 
Jesus’ words, we understand his argument. 

"#$!)#&'/!*$((+,-! !"#$,#'("#3)$9#$%##*$4&),$"':#$'$;//*$<%/9-#*;#$/0$=3##<7$>#+3#97$'%*$
?3'4'.(6$The reason for this is that the basis for the argument of Jesus cannot be 
understood without a knowledge of Hebrew.  

There is no verb in the clause in Exodus 3:6 to which Jesus is referring. A clause 
without a verb is called a nominal clause and is common in Hebrew. In such clauses, 
the auxiliary verb “to be” is implied, usually with present meaning; thus, the meaning 
of the clause is ‘I !,  the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,’ not ‘I +!*  the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.’ 

If a teacher presents the information in the last paragraph to a Bible reader who 
does not know Hebrew, the Bible reader can check it against Hebrew Bible texts and 
grammars. But he or she would not personally be able to do the analysis of the 
Hebrew text in the last paragraph. 
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#,#$%&)-.'*'$'/0&"*1&2.'2-%),%+& 3,$$& #%&
4*1%.+!''1&"!&!-%&.,/-!&!,5% &

Those who wrote the various books of the Christian Greek Scriptures held the 
same view as Jesus: that all the subtleties and nuances of the Bible’s text were 
important. One example is the words of Paul in Romans 15:4: 

! ! "#$!IJJ!KLM) KLNOPQ!%&'%! ()$)! ($*%%)+! ',#$)%*-)! ()$)! ($*%%)+!,#$! #.$! *+/%$.0%*#+1!%&'%!
%&$#.2&!#.$!)+3.$'+0)!'+3!%&$#.2&!%&)!0#-,#$%!,$#-!%&)!40$*5%.$)/!()!-*2&%!&'6)!&#5)7 

We note the word !"" with reference to The Holy Scriptures, and the words “for 
our instruction.” This shows that those who want to serve God should understand 
the Holy Scriptures. A great part of the Bible consists of prophecies about the future, 
including different time periods. These are included in “all the things that were 
written aforetime” — for our instruction. 

($)*+,-! '.%/.0+1*+!'!0/",('2+'")(+%!3//('*)'
30+'3*#+'/4'30+'+)( !

The book of Daniel has numerous detailed prophecies about the future. The last 
chapter shows when these prophecies will be understood. I quote Daniel 12:7 
(above) and Daniel 12:11, 12 (below): 

#!?+3!@!;)2'+!%#!&)'$!%&)!-'+!0:#%&)3!(*%&!%&)!:*+)+1!(&#!('/!.5!';#6)!%&)!('%)$/!#,!%&)!
/%$)'-1!'/!&)!5$#0))3)3!%#!$'*/)!&*/!$*2&%!E&'+3F!'+3!&*/!:),%!E&'+3F!%#!%&)!&)'6)+/!'+3!%#!
/()'$ !;C! %&)! G+)! (&#! */! ':*6)! ,#$! %*-)! *+3),*+*%)H!I@%! (*::! ;)! ,#$!IO) IRRSNOKMT) KNUMV)
IRRSNOKMT)KNUMQ)IOT)I)LIJW7!?+3!'/!/##+!'/!%&)$)!(*::!&'6)!;))+!'!,*+*/&*+2!#,!%&)!3'/&*+2!
#,!%&)!5#()$!#,!KLM)LSJX)RMSRJM!%#!5*)0)/1!'::!%&)/)!%&*+2/!(*::!0#-)!%#!%&)*$!,*+*/&7D!
&&$I?+3!,$#-!%&)!%*-)!%&'%!%&)!0#+/%'+%!E,)'%.$)F!&'/!;))+!$)-#6)3!'+3!%&)$)!&'/!;))+!'!
5:'0*+2!#,!%&)!3*/2./%*+2!%&*+2!%&'%!*/!0'./*+2!3)/#:'%*#+1!%&)$)!(*::!;)!SOM)KLSYQIOT)KZS)
LYOT[MT)IOT)ONOMKX)TIXQ7!&'$IB'55C!*/!%&)!#+)!(&#!*/!J))5*+2!*+!)K5)0%'%*#+!'+3!(&#!
'$$*6)/!'%!%&)!SOM)KLSYQIOT)KL[MM)LYOT[MT)IOT)KLN[KXFWN\M)TIXQ]!

The quoted verses mention three specific prophetic time periods, which should 
be understood at the right time. I quote Daniel 12:4 (above), 12:8-10 (middle), and 
11:33 (below):!

! !I?+3!'/!,#$!C#.1!G!L'+*):1!-'J)!/)0$)%!%&)!(#$3/!'+3!/)':!.5!%&)!;##J1!YOKNJ)KLM)KNUM)
SW)^KLM_)MOT7!9'+C!(*::!$#6)!';#.%1!'+3!%&)!E%$.)F!J+#(:)32)!(*::!;)0#-)!';.+3'+%7D!!
%$M#(!'/!,#$!-)1!@!&)'$31!;.%!@!0#.:3!+#%!.+3)$/%'+3N!/#!%&'%!@!/'*3H!IG!-C!:#$31!(&'%!(*::!
;)!%&)!,*+':!5'$%!#,!%&)/)!%&*+2/OD!!(!?+3!&)!()+%!#+!%#!/'CH!I>#1!L'+*):1! ;)0'./)!KLM)
ZS[TQ) I[M)UITM)QM`[MK) IOT)QMIJMT)YR)YOKNJ)KLM)KNUM)SW)^KLM_)MOTa!&)$9'+C! (*::!0:)'+/)!
%&)-/):6)/!'+3!(&*%)+!%&)-/):6)/!'+3!(*::!;)!$),*+)37!?+3!%&)!(*0J)3!#+)/!(*::!0)$%'*+:C!
'0%!(*0J)3:C1!'+3!+#!(*0J)3!#+)/!'%!'::!(*::!.+3)$/%'+3N!;.%!KLM)SOMQ)LI\NOP)NOQNPLK!(*::!
.+3)$/%'+37!!
""$?+3!'/!$)2'$3/!KLSQM)LI\NOP)NOQNPLK!'-#+2!%&)!5)#5:)1!%&)C!(*::!*-5'$%!.+3)$/%'+3*+2!
%#! %&)! -'+C7!?+3! %&)C! (*::! 0)$%'*+:C! ;)! -'3)! %#! /%.-;:)! ;C! /(#$3! '+3! ;C! ,:'-)1! ;C!
0'5%*6*%C!'+3!;C!5:.+3)$*+21!,#$!E/#-)F!3'C/7!
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Regarding time, both 12:4 and 12:9 say that the prophecies and the prophetic times 
should be sealed until the time of the end, when they would be understood. Those 
who should understand the prophecies are called “the ones having insight” (4')<@-) 
in 12:10, and 11:33 says that “those having insight” (4')<@-) will teach others. We can 
learn several important things from Daniel chapters 11 and 12. 

"#$!%&'()!*$((+,-!A3/5"#(.#)$'%*$53/5"#,.($,.4#$5#3./*)$9.--$+#$&%*#3),//*$.%$,"#$,.4#$/0$,"#$
#%*6 According to 12:8, the question of Daniel was, “What will be the final part of 
these things?”!The words “these things” must logically refer to the prophecies in 
chapters 11 and 12. But indirectly, the words must include all the prophecies in the 
book of Daniel. 

"#$!($.+,/!*$((+,-! !"#$53/5"#(.#)$'%*$53/5"#,.($,.4#)$'3#$3#-',#*$,/$B$%&#%-".#/&-/"&6C 
Because the power of this people will be dashed to pieces after three times and a half, 
according to 12:7, “$%&#%-".#/&-/"&” must be a group of people who are distinguished 
from all other peoples and can be clearly identified. 

"#$!)#&'/!*$((+,-! D%-8$,"/)#$"':.%;$.%).;",$9.--$&%*#3),'%*$,"#$53/5"#(.#)7$'%*$,"#8$9.--$
,#'("$ /,"#3)6$No one can just read the prophecies of the Bible and other texts and 
understand these texts. Those studying the Bible need teachers who can understand 
the Bible’s text. It is, for example, impossible for most people to understand the 
prophetic periods of 1,290 days and 1,335 days. It is logical that those having insight, 
who understand the text of the Bible and teach others, are a part of “$%&# %-".#
/&-/"&.”’ 

30+'.%/.0+1*+!'/4'5+!"! '6*,, '2+'")(+%!3//(' !

The great prophecy of Jesus about his return and presence is found in Matthew 
24,  Mark 13, and Luke 21. Matthew and Mark only present events that would happen 
in the future, but Luke also presents a prophetic time period, and I quote Luke 21:24: 

 '! !'+3!%&)C!(*::!,'::!;C!%&)!)32)!#,!%&)!/(#$3!'+3!;)!:)3!0'5%*6)!*+%#!'::!%&)!+'%*#+/N!'+3!
<)$./':)-!(*:: !;)!%$'-5:)3!#+!;C!%&)!+'%*#+/1!.+%*:!KLM)IRRSNOKMT)KNUMQ)SW)KLM)OIKNSOQ!'$)!
,.:,*::)37 

After Jesus had presented the events that would happen in the future, including 
the prophetic time period, he showed that his followers would understand his great 
prophecy. I quote Luke 21:29-31: 

'($P*%&!%&'%!&)!/5#J)!'+!*::./%$'%*#+!%#!%&)-H!IM#%)!%&)!,*2!%$))!'+3!'::!%&)!#%&)$!%$))/H$")$

P&)+!%&)C!'$)!':$)'3C!*+!%&)!;.31!;C!#;/)$6*+2!*%!QGR!J+#(!,#$!C#.$/):6)/!%&'%!+#(!%&)!
/.--)$!*/!+)'$7 $"&$@+!%&*/!('C!QGR!':/#1!(&)+!QGR!/))!%&)/)!%&*+2/!#00.$$*+21!J+#(!%&'%!
%&)!J*+23#-!#,!>#3!*/!+)'$7!

When the followers of Jesus saw the events of the composite sign of his presence, 
and the fulfillment of the appointed times of the nations, they should know that 
“God’s kingdom is near,” (Luke 21:31) “that he is near at the doors.” (Matthew 24: 
33) The important point in our context is that, according to Jesus, his servants would 
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both understand the fulfillment of the events in Jesus’ great prophecy and the 
fulfillment of the appointed times of the nations. 

The book of Revelation has many prophecies written in signs, including time 
prophecies. I quote Revelation 11:2, 3 (above), 12:6 (middle), and 13:5-7 (below): 

' !8.%!'/!,#$!%&)!0#.$%C'$3!%&'%!*/!#.%/*3)!%&)!%)-5:)!E/'+0%.'$CF1!0'/%!*%!0:)'$!#.%!'+3!3#!
+#%!-)'/.$)!*%1!;)0'./)!*%!&'/!;))+!2*6)+!%#!%&)!+'%*#+/1!'+3!%&)C!(*::!%$'-5:)!%&)!&#:C!
0*%C!.+3)$,##%!,#$!,#$%CS%(#!-#+%&/7$"$?+3!@!(*::!0'./)!-C!%(#!(*%+)//)/!KS)R[SRLMQX)I)
KLSYQIOT)KZS)LYOT[MT)IOT)QNbKX)TIXQ)T[MQQMT)NO)QI`c`JSKLad!!
*$?+3!%&)!(#-'+!,:)3!*+%#!%&)!(*:3)$+)//1!(&)$)!/&)!&'/!'!5:'0)!5$)5'$)3!;C!>#31!%&'%!
%&)C!/&#.:3!,))3!&)$!%&)$)!I)KLSYQIOT)KZS)LYOT[MT)IOT)QNbKX)TIXQ7!!
+$?+3!'!-#.%&!/5)'J*+2!2$)'%!%&*+2/!'+3!;:'/5&)-*)/!('/!2*6)+!*%1!'+3!'.%&#$*%C!%#!'0%!
WS[KXFKZS)USOKLQ!('/!2*6)+!*%7$*$?+3!*%!#5)+)3!*%/!-#.%&!*+!;:'/5&)-*)/!'2'*+/%!>#31!%#!
;:'/5&)-)!&*/!+'-)! '+3!&*/!$)/*3)+0)1 !)6)+!%&#/)!$)/*3*+2! *+!&)'6)+7$#$?+3!%&)$)! ('/!
2$'+%)3!*%!%#!('2)!('$!(*%&!%&)!&#:C!#+)/!'+3!0#+T.)$!%&)-1!'+3!'.%&#$*%C!('/!2*6)+!*%!
#6)$!)6)$C!%$*;)!'+3!5)#5:)!'+3!%#+2.)!'+3!+'%*#+7! 

We ascribe Revelation to the apostle John because he was the writer. But 
Revelation 1:1 puts the situation in the right perspective: 

&!?! $)6):'%*#+!;C! <)/./! U&$*/%1! (&*0&! >#3! 2'6)! &*-1!KS) QLSZ!V!"#$%&'#W!LNQ) QJI\MQ!%&)!
%&*+2/! %&'%! -./%! /&#$%:C!%'J)! 5:'0)7!?+3! &)! /)+%! ,#$%&! &*/! '+2):!'+3! 5$)/)+%)3! E*%F! *+!
/*2+/!%&$#.2&!&*-!%#!&*/!/:'6)!<#&+7 

The book is the Revelation of Jesus Christ that John wrote down. The English 
word “show” is translated from the Greek word *#.<%84., which means “show, point 
out; reveal, explain; prove.” This means that those whom Jesus calls “his slaves” 
would understand the prophetic symbols of Revelation. 

!-%&.%$"!,'*+-,2&#%!3%%*&2.'2-%!,)&
!02%+&"*1&"*!,!02%+ &

When we are trying to understand prophetic types, we may be tempted to use our 
imagination and interpret them as we think they mean. Because of this, there are 
many different competing interpretations of the same Bible texts. To gain insight 
into the situation from God’s perspective, we must carefully examine how the 
inspired writers of The Christian Greek Scriptures treated the prophetic types found 
in the Hebrew Scriptures.  

A central point in the book is the time prophecies that lead to the great tribulation 
and the beginning of the thousand-year reign of Jesus Christ. These time prophecies 
are connected with what I call “$%&#012'"&&#3%4-(-"-).,” which holds that the Jubilee 
in Israel is a prophetic type of the thousand-year reign of Jesus Christ. 

As background for understanding the Jubilee as prophetic types, I discuss in detail 
the prophetic types and antitypes of the tabernacle, the priesthood, and the offerings, 
as well as those of the Passover, Pentecost, and the Feast of Booths. By 
understanding how the mentioned parts of the Law of Moses are prophetic types 
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with larger antitypes, it will be easier to see how the different aspects of the Jubilee 
are also prophetic types with larger antitypes. 

30+' 3$2+%)$1,+ 7' 30+' .%*+!30//( 7' $)(' 30+'
/44+%*)8!' $!'.%/.0+3*1'3&.+! '

!"#$#%&'#% (')("#!*+%!,(#$%)-%!"#%'&.$)/%$&+'*-*+#%)-%0#$1$%&.2%
!"#%3&,%!)%"#&4#.%-)'%!"#%&.)*.!#2% -)55)3#'$%)-%0#$1$  

The primary issue we need to explore is whether each basic part of a prophetic 
type refers to a concrete antitype, or whether we should understand a prophetic type 
the same way we understand an illustration. An illustration consists of several basic 
parts. But these parts do not have concrete meaning in themselves; they serve to hold 
the illustration together as a whole. Together, these basic parts illustrate an important 
principle or procedure that the listeners should keep in mind or follow. 

The words in Hebrews 8:5 may illustrate how the different parts of prophetic types 
have concrete antitypes: 

$+!X&)/)! -)+! '$)! #,,)$*+2! /'0$)3! /)$6*0)! *+!I) KXRN`IJ) [MR[MQMOKIKNSO!V(&)*!"#+',W!'+3! I)
QLITSZ!V-$#,W!#,!KLM)LMI\MOJX)KLNOPQe!Y./%!'/!9#/)/1!(&)+!';#.%!%#!0#+/%$.0%!%&)!%)+%1!('/!
2*6)+!%&)!3*6*+)!0#--'+3H!"#$!B)!/'C/H!f3MM)KLIK)XSY)UIcM)IJJ)KLNOPQ)IWKM[)KLMN[)RIKKM[O)
V.&)*-W)KLIK)ZIQ)QLSZO)KS)XSY)NO)KLM)USYOKINOad!!

These words show that the Tabernacle was a typical representation of heavenly 
things. Were the words “a typical representation” used as an illustration? Were they 
used only to show that we who live on the earth must worship Jehovah in his 
Tabernacle, just as his heavenly sons worship him in heaven? Or should the existence 
of the Tabernacle, where the priests offered sacrifices to Jehovah every day 4&,'(5  
us that we should also worship Jehovah privately in our homes?  

The Tabernacle did not serve as a general reminder to the Israelites or to us.  The 
Tabernacle had to be constructed exactly according to the pattern that Moses was 
shown when he spoke with Jehovah’s angel on the mountain. This means that each 
of the basic parts of the Tabernacle has a concrete antitypical application. I will 
discuss some examples: 

The priests performed their service in the Holy compartment of the Tabernacle. 
But the High Priest entered the Most Holy one time a year, on the Day of 
Atonement. What are the antitypes? We read Hebrews 9:11, 12, 24: 

&&!B#()6)$1!(&)+!U&$*/%!0'-)!'/!'!&*2&!5$*)/%!#,!%&)!2##3!%&*+2/!%&'%!&'6)!':$)'3C!%'J)+!
5:'0)1!&)!5'//)3!%&$#.2&!%&)!2$)'%)$!'+3!-#$)!5)$,)0%!%)+%!+#%!-'3)!(*%&!&'+3/1!%&'%!*/1!
+#%!#,!%&*/!0$)'%*#+7$&'!,M)MOKM[MT)NOKS)KLM)LSJX)RJI`M1!+#%!(*%&!%&)!;:##3!#,!2#'%/!'+3!#,!
C#.+2! ;.::/1!;.%! (*%&! &*/! #(+! ;:##31!#+0)! ,#$! '::! %*-)1! '+3! #;%'*+)3! '+! )6)$:'/%*+2!
3):*6)$'+0)!,#$!./Z '! !"#$!U&$*/%!3*3!+#%!)+%)$!*+%#!I)LSJX)RJI`M!-'3)!(*%&!&'+3/1!(&*0&!
*/!'!0#5C!V,%.#.&)*-W!#,!%&)!$)':*%C!V,/".(#%*-W1!gYK)NOKS)LMI\MO)NKQMJWV)/#!%&'%!&)!+#(!'55)'$/!
;),#$) !>#3!#+!#.$!;)&':,7!!

The quotation shows that the Most Holy in the Tabernacle was a prophetic type 
of heaven. In Hebrews 10:19-22, there is a further identification: 
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&($X&)$),#$)1!;$#%&)$/1!/*+0)!()!&'6)!;#:3+)//!,#$!%&)!('C!#,!)+%$C!*+%#!%&)!&#:C!5:'0)!;C!
%&)! ;:##3!#,!<)/./1!') $(&*0&!&)!#5)+)3! .5!,#$! ./! '/! '!+)(! '+3! :*6*+2! ('C! KL[SYPL)KLM)
`Y[KINOV)KLIK)NQV)LNQ)WJMQLV)'&$'+3!/*+0)!()!&'6)!'!2$)'%!5$*)/%!#6)$!%&)!&#./)!#,!>#31!'' $:)%!
./!'55$#'0&!(*%&!/*+0)$)!&)'$%/!'+3!0#-5:)%)!,'*%&1!&'6*+2!&'3!#.$!&)'$%/!/5$*+J:)3!0:)'+!
,$#-!'!(*0J)3!0#+/0*)+0)!'+3!#.$!;#3*)/!;'%&)3!(*%&!0:)'+!('%)$7!!

How could the curtain between the Holy and the Most Holy picture the flesh of 
Jesus? First Corinthians 15:50 says that “flesh and blood cannot inherit God’s 
Kingdom.” The fleshly body of Jesus prevented him from ascending to heaven. 
However, 10:10 says: 

&)!8C!%&*/!I(*::D!()!&'6)!;))+!/'+0%*,*)3!%&$#.2&!%&)!#,,)$*+2!#,!%&)!;#3C!#,!<)/./!U&$*/%!
#+0)!,#$!'::!%*-)7$$

Jesus as the High Priest could not enter the Most Holy, which is heaven, with his 
fleshly body, just as the curtain prevented the High Priest from entering the Most 
Holy. When Jesus offered his body, the curtain, which symbolized his body, was 
taken away, so to speak. Jesus was raised as a spirit, according to 1 Corinthians 15:45. 
And now he could enter heaven. 

In Israel, the priests served at the temple and offered sacrifices to Jehovah. Who 
were the antitype of the priests?  Paul uses the pronouns “we” and “us,” and verse 
22 speaks about “our bodies bathed with clean water.” This was a requirement of the 
priests before they entered the Holy compartment, showing that these persons were 
antitypical priests. But to whom does the word “we” refer? We read Hebrews 3:1: 

!&$U#+/)T.)+%:C1!&#:C!;$#%&)$/1!5'$%'J)$/!#,!%&)!&)'6)+:C!0'::*+21!0#+/*3)$!%&)!'5#/%:)!'+3!
&*2&!5$*)/%!(&#-!()!'0J+#(:)32)[ <)/./7!

Those mentioned in this verse are both the children and the brothers of Jesus, as 
2:11-13 says. They look to Jesus as their High Priest, and that they have the “heavenly 
calling” identifies them as priests. To show this, I again quote Hebrews 10:19, 20:  

&($X&)$),#$)1!;$#%&)$/1!/*+0)!()!&'6)!;#:3+)//!,#$!%&)!('C!#,!)+%$C!*+%#!%&)!&#:C!5:'0)!;C!
%&)! ;:##3!#,!<)/./1!') $(&*0&!&)!#5)+)3! .5!,#$! ./! '/! '!+)(! '+3! :*6*+2! ('C! KL[SYPL)KLM)
`Y[KINOV)KLIK)NQV)LNQ)WJMQLa)

The priests could enter the Holy compartment, but not the Most Holy 
compartment. However, because of the new situation with the ransom sacrifice, Paul 
points to an expansion of the type implied by what happened when Jesus died.  We 
read Matthew 27:51: 

0+&!?+3!:##J\!%&)!0.$%'*+!#,!%&)!/'+0%.'$C!('/!%#$+!*+!%(#1!,$#-!%#5!%#!;#%%#-1!'+3!%&)!
)'$%&!T.'J)31!'+3!%&)!$#0J/!()$)!/5:*%7!!) 

The curtain had prevented the priests in Israel, who entered the Holy, from 
entering the Most Holy. But now this curtain, symbolized by the body of Jesus, was 
torn in two. Hebrews 10:20, quoted above, shows that, contrary to what happened 
in Israel, the underpriests with a heavenly hope could, because of the ransom 
sacrifice, enter “the holy place,” which is the Most Holy, symbolizing heaven. The 
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requirement was that each one of the underpriests also sacrificed his body, just as 
Jesus did.  

The High Priest entered the Most Holy with blood on the Day of Atonement each 
year. This was a type of Jesus Christ who entered into heaven with the value of his 
blood, as we read in Hebrews 9:24-26: 

'! !"#$!U&$*/%!3*3!+#%!)+%)$!*+%#!'!&#:C!5:'0)!-'3)!(*%&!&'+3/1!(&*0&!*/!'!0#5C!V,%.#.&)*-W!#,!
%&)!$)':*%C!V,/".(#%*-W1!gYK)NOKS)LMI\MO)NKQMJWV)QS)KLIK)LM)OSZ)IRRMI[Q)gMWS[M)/ST)SO)SY[)
gMLIJW7!'+ !X&*/!('/!+#%!3#+)!%#!#,,)$!&*-/):,!#,%)+1!'/!(&)+!%&)!&*2&!5$*)/%!)+%)$/!*+%#!%&)!
&#:C!5:'0)!,$#-!C)'$!%#!C)'$!(*%&!;:##3!%&'%!*/!+#%!&*/!#(+7!'* !G%&)$(*/)1!&)!(#.:3!&'6)!
%#!/.,,)$!#,%)+!,$#-!%&)!,#.+3*+2!#,!%&)!(#$:37!8.%!+#(!&)!&'/!-'+*,)/%)3!&*-/):,!#+0)!
,#$!'::!%*-)! '%!%&)!0#+0:./*#+!#,!%&)!/C/%)-/!#,!%&*+2/!%#!3#!'('C!(*%&!/*+!%&$#.2&!%&)!
/'0$*,*0)!#,!&*-/):,7! 

The action of the High Priest on the Day of Atonement foreshadowed that Jesus 
would die a sacrificial death, that he would be resurrected, and that he would ascend 
to heaven to present the value of his sacrificed blood before Jehovah. 

However, the High Priest offered two animals, a bull and a goat, which also have 
a prophetic meaning. We read in Leviticus 16:11-16: 

&&$I 1I[SO) ZNJJ) R[MQMOK) KLM) gYJJ) SW) KLM) QNO) SWWM[NOPV) ZLN`L) NQ) WS[) LNUQMJWV) IOT) UIcM)
IKSOMUMOK)NO)gMLIJW)SW)LNUQMJW)IOT)LNQ)LSYQMN!',%)$('$3!&)!(*::!/:'.2&%)$!%&)!;.::!#,!%&)!
/*+!#,,)$*+21!(&*0&!*/!,#$!&*-/):,7!&' $IB)!(*::!%&)+!%'J)!%&)!,*$)!&#:3)$!,.::!#,!;.$+*+2!0#':/!
,$#-!%&)! ':%'$!;),#$)!<)&#6'&! '+3!%(#!&'+3,.:/!#,! ,*+)!5)$,.-)3! *+0)+/)1!'+3!&)! (*::!
;$*+2! %&)-! *+/*3)! %&)! 0.$%'*+7! &"!B)! (*::! ':/#! 5.%! %&)! *+0)+/)! #+! %&)! ,*$)! ;),#$)!
<)&#6'&1!'+3! %&)! 0:#.3! #,! %&)! *+0)+/)! (*::! )+6):#5! %&)! ?$J! 0#6)$1! (&*0&! */! #+! %&)!
X)/%*-#+C1!/#!%&'%!&)!-'C!+#%!3*)7!&! $IB)!(*::!%'J)!/#-)!#,!%&)!;.::A/!;:##3!'+3!/5'%%)$!*%!
(*%&!&*/!,*+2)$!*+!,$#+%!#,!%&)!0#6)$!#+!%&)!)'/%!/*3)1!'+3!&)!(*::!/5'%%)$!/#-)!#,!%&)!;:##3!
(*%&!&*/!,*+2)$!/)6)+!%*-)/!;),#$)!%&)!0#6)$7!&+$f,M)ZNJJ)KLMO)QJIYPLKM[)KLM)PSIK)SW)KLM)QNO)
SWWM[NOPV)ZLN`L)NQ)WS[)KLM)RMSRJMV)IOT)g[NOP)NKQ)gJSST)NOQNTM)KLM)`Y[KINO)IOT)TS)ZNKL)NKQ)
gJSST)KLM)QIUM)IQ)LM)TNT)ZNKL)KLM)gYJJ@Q)gJSSTe)LM)NQ)KS)QRIKKM[)NK)KSZI[T)KLM)`S\M[)IOT)
gMWS[M)KLM)`S\M[a$&*$IB)!-./%!-'J)!'%#+)-)+%!,#$!%&)!&#:C!5:'0)!0#+0)$+*+2!%&)!'0%/!#,!
.+0:)'++)//!#,!%&)!@/$'):*%)/!'+3!0#+0)$+*+2!%&)*$!%$'+/2$)//*#+/!'+3!%&)*$!/*+/1!'+3!%&'%!*/!
(&'%!&)!/&#.:3!3#!,#$!%&)!%)+%!#,!-))%*+21!(&*0&!*/!:#0'%)3!'-#+2!%&)-!*+!%&)!-*3/%!#,!
%&)*$!'0%/!#,!.+0:)'++)//7!

The Scriptures show that the ransom sacrifice will be applied to two different 
groups. The blood of the bull that made atonement for the High Priest and his family 
would foreshadow the application of the ransom sacrifice for the spiritual priests, the 
144,000 with the heavenly calling. And the blood of the goat for the people of Israel 
would foreshadow the application of the ransom sacrifice for those who will live in 
the earthly paradise. 

!"#$%&'('&!)*%+&",-&",./.)*%+&01&.2%&!"#%3,"4$%5&.2%&*3/%+.+5&",-&.2%&011%3/,6+&

012034"56! "704 ! 89"5"704 !

!67%"896%(:87;<=% 07;>;%+6:8;<=%

!67%?:87;<;=% &@A8@<7B% +6:8;<8C@;% D8<6% <67% 67CE7@FG%
HCFF8@9=%
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!67%/A;<%"AFG%I<67%6AFG%?FCH7J=% "7CE7@=%

!67%"AFG=% !67%;8<>C<8A@%AK%<67%C@A8@<7B%+6:8;<8C@;%A@%
<67%7C:<6=%

!67%H>:<C8@%L7<D77@%<67%"AFG%C@B%/A;<%
"AFG=%

!67%LABG%AK%07;>;=%

!7M?F7%;CH:8K8H7;=% !67%;CH:8K8H7%AK%<67%LABG%C@B%LFAAB%AK%07;>;=%

!67%"896%(:87;<%8@<A%<67%/A;<%"AFG%D8<6%
LFAAB=%

!67% ;CH:8K8H8CF% B7C<6% AK% 07;>;N% C@B% <67%
?:7;7@<C<8A@% AK% 68;% LFAAB% <A% 076AEC6% 8@%
67CE7@=%

!67%LFAAB%AK%<67%L>FF=% !67% :C@;AM% ;CH:8K8H7% C??F87B% <A% <6A;7% D8<6%
<67%67CE7@FG%HCFF8@9=%

!67%LFAAB%AK%<67%9AC<=% !67% :C@;AM% ;CH:8K8H7% C??F87B% <A% <6A;7% D8<6%
<67%7C:<6FG%6A?7=%

From the discussion above, we understand that the basic parts of a prophetic type 
have concrete antitypical fulfillments. This means prophetic types are not like 
illustrations, where we are taught only one or more basic principles or procedures. 

When we study prophetic types, we cannot just ask what the whole prophetic type 
4&,'(5*#1*#-6, but we must ask for the antitypical fulfillment of each part.  

30+ !4+!3*9$,! !$! !.%/.0+3*1 !3&.+! !'

!"# !!"'## !-#$!*4&5$ !3#'# !+#5#O'&! #2 !!) !!"&.P !Q)2 !-)' !!"# !
"&'4#$! !)- !!"# !2*--#'#.! !+')($ =!!"#, !3# '# !(')("#!*+ !!,(#$ !)- !
") 3 !Q')1($ !)- !"1/&.$ !&'# !"&'4#$!#2 !-)' !#!#'.&5 !$&54&!*). %

Regarding prophetic types, we read in Hebrews 10:1: 
&!"#$!/*+0)!%&)!]'(!&'/!'!/&'3#(!#,!%&)!2##3!%&*+2/!%#!0#-)1!;.%!+#%!%&)!6)$C!/.;/%'+0)!
#,!%&)!%&*+2/1!E-)+F!0'+!+)6)$!(*%&!%&)!/'-)!/'0$*,*0)/!,$#-!C)'$!%#!C)'$!(&*0&!%&)C!#,,)$!
0#+%*+.'::C!-'J)!%&#/)!(&#!'55$#'0&!5)$,)0%7!

These words show that much of the law is prophetic, serving as types whose 
antitypes are found in the time of the end. I will now discuss the antitypes of the 
festivals in Israel.  

Three times every year, the able-bodied, ceremonially clean, Israelite men had to 
go to Jerusalem for the festivals. Paul shows that these festivals, as well as the 
sabbaths, were prophetic types. I quote Colossians 2:16, 17: 

&*$X&)$),#$)1! 3#! +#%! :)%! '+C#+)! Y.32)! C#.! ';#.%! (&'%! C#.! )'%! '+3! 3$*+J!#$! ';#.%! %&)!
#;/)$6'+0)!#,!'!,)/%*6':!#$!#,!%&)!+)(!-##+!#$!#,!'!/';;'%&7$&#$X&#/)!%&*+2/!'$)!'!/&'3#(!
#,!%&)!%&*+2/!%#!0#-)1!;.%!%&)!$)':*%C!;):#+2/!%#!%&)!U&$*/%7!!

Paul says that the observances of the three festivals were “a shadow” (a prophetic 
type), and the body that cast the shadow (the antitype) would come with the Christ. 
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The festivals were celebrated to thank God for different agricultural harvests and 
to remember important events in the nation’s history.  

Passover marked the start of the spring barley harvest, and it commemorated the 
exodus from Egypt and the freedom from slavery there.  

Pentecost (The Feast of Weeks) marked the harvest of the first ripe fruits of the 
wheat harvest (Exodus 23:16), and it commemorated the giving of the Law at Mount 
Sinai. 

The Feast of Booths (The Feast of Ingathering) marked the final harvest of fruit 
and grain in the autumn. It commemorated the 40 years of wandering in the desert, 
when they had only temporary shelters. 

The different compartments of the tabernacle, the priests, and the offerings were 
prophetic types of the ransom sacrifice of Jesus and the way to heaven for the 
144,000 humans who will reign with Jesus in the heavenly kingdom. The three 
festivals were prophetic types of the harvest of humans for salvation, expressed 
through the offerings of three different 6'4*$641'$*: Passover pointed to Jesus Christ, 
Pentecost pointed to the anointed Christians with a heavenly hope, and the Feast of 
Booths pointed to the great crowd with an earthly hope. 

"34 %2:;41<8964 %2= %"34 %89"5"70568> %08;;2<41 %!

The Passover on Nisan 14 was a memorial of the deliverance of the Israelites from 
Egypt and the ‘passing over’ of their firstborn when Jehovah destroyed the firstborn 
of the Egyptians. The Passover lamb was roasted whole over fire and eaten rapidly 
during the night with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. Paul discusses the antitype 
of the Passover lamb in 1 Corinthians 5:6-8: 

*! QGR^!E0'./)! ,#$F! ;#'/%*+2!*/! +#%! ,*+)7! L#!QGR!+#%! J+#(! %&'%! '! :*%%:)! :)'6)+!
,)$-)+%/!%&)! (&#:)! :.-5O$ #$U:)'$! '('C! %&)! #:3! :)'6)+1! %&'%!QGR! -'C! ;)! '! +)(!
:.-51 !'00#$3*+2! '/!QGR!'$)! ,$))! ,$#-! ,)$-)+%7! "#$1! *+3))31!(L[NQK)SY[) RIQQS\M[)LIQ)
gMMO)QI`[NWN`MT7$%$U#+/)T.)+%:C!JMK)YQ)cMMR)KLM)WMQKN\IJ1!+#%!(*%&!#:3!:)'6)+1!+)*%&)$!(*%&!
:)'6)+ !#,!;'3+)//!'+3!(*0J)3+)//1 !;.%!(*%&!.+,)$-)+%)3!0'J)/!#,!/*+0)$*%C!'+3!%$.%&7!!

Paul’s words in verse 7 show that Jesus Christ was the antitypical Passover lamb. 
When Paul says, “let us keep the festival,” he shows that there is an antitypical 
celebration of the Passover. The Passover was followed by seven days of the Festival 
of Unfermented Cakes,!and during these days, it was forbidden to have any leaven 
in the homes of the Israelites. Leaven is a symbol of sin, and as Paul indicates, 
celebrating the antitypical Passover means avoiding the leaven of badness and 
wickedness, which is described in detail in 1 Corinthians 5:9-11. 

At the first Passover in Egypt, the Israelites were commanded to take the blood 
of the Passover lamb and smear it on the two doorposts and the top of the doorways 
of their houses. The firstborn in the houses with blood were not killed when the 
Egyptian firstborn were killed. This is a prophetic type of the blood of Jesus that 
saves the anointed Christians, as we see in Ephesians 1:7 (above), and Hebrews 12:22, 
23 (below): 
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#!8C!-)'+/!#,!&*-!()!&'6)!%&)! [MJMIQM)gX)[IOQSU)KL[SYPL)KLM)gJSST)SW)KLIK)SOM1!C)/1!%&)!
,#$2*6)+)//!#,!E#.$F!%$)/5'//)/1!'00#$3*+2!%#!%&)!$*0&)/!#,!&*/!.+3)/)$6)3!J*+3+)//7!
' ' ! 8.%!QGR!&'6)! '55$#'0&)3! '! 9#.+%! _*#+!'+3! '! 0*%C!#,! E%&)F! :*6*+2! >#31! &)'6)+:C!
<)$./':)-1 !'+3! -C$*'3/!#,! '+2):/1$'"$ *+! 2)+)$':! '//)-;:C1!'+3! KLM) `SOP[MPIKNSO) SW)KLM)
WN[QKgS[O)ZLS) LI\M) gMMO) MO[SJJMT)NO) KLM) LMI\MOQ1! '+3! >#3! %&)! <.32)! #,! '::1!'+3! %&)!
/5*$*%.':!:*6)/!#,!$*2&%)#./!#+)/!(&#!&'6)!;))+!-'3)!5)$,)0%7 

It is not possible to apply the word “firstborn” in the expression, “the 
congregation of the firstborn” to any other group than the firstborn in Egypt that 
were saved by the blood of the Passover lamb, and who were the prophetic type of 
the anointed Christians with a heavenly hope. Those who have approached heavenly 
Jerusalem have been released by the blood of Jesus Christ. 

There is also a prophetic type pointing to Jesus at the Festival of Unfermented 
Cakes, which lasted seven days after the Passover. I quote Leviticus 23:9-13: 

( !<)&#6'&!0#+%*+.)3!%#!/5)'J!%#!9#/)/1!/'C*+2H!&)$I45)'J!%#!%&)!@/$'):*%)/!'+3!%)::!%&)-1!
=P&)+!C#.!)6)+%.'::C!0#-)!*+%#!%&)!:'+3!%&'%!@!'-!2*6*+2!C#.!'+3!C#.!&'6)!$)'5)3!*%/!
&'$6)/%1!C#.!-./%!;$*+2!I)QLMIW)SW!KLM)WN[QKW[YNKQ)#,!C#.$!&'$6)/%!%#!%&)!5$*)/%7$&&$?+3!&)!
(*::!('6)!%&)!/&)',!;'0J!'+3!,#$%&!;),#$)!<)&#6'&!%#!2'*+!'55$#6':!,#$!C#.7!X&)!5$*)/%!
/&#.:3!('6)!*%!#+!%&)!3'C!',%)$!%&)!4';;'%&7!&'$G+!%&)!3'C!C#.!&'6)!%&)!/&)',!('6)31!C#.!
-./%!#,,)$!'!/#.+3!C#.+2!$'-!*+!*%/!,*$/%!C)'$1!'/!'!;.$+%!#,,)$*+2!%#!<)&#6'&7$&"$@%/!2$'*+!
#,,)$*+2!(*::!;)!%(#!%)+%&/!#,!'+!)ʹ5&'&!#,!,*+)!,:#.$!-*K)3!(*%&!#*:1!'/!'+!#,,)$*+2!-'3)!
;C!,*$)!%#!<)&#6'&1!'!5:)'/*+2!'$#-'7! 

In contrast with the two loaves offered as the firstfruits of wheat on Pentecost, 
which contained leaven, the sheaf of the firstfruits of the barley that was offered on 
Nisan 16 of the Festival of Unfermented Cakes, no leaven was offered along with it. 
The reason was that this offering of the 6'4*$641'$* of barley was a prophetic type of 
Jesus Christ, who did not have sin (leaven), while the two loaves of wheat with leaven 
that were offered at Pentecost were a prophetic type of the 144,000 anointed ones 
who had sin (leaven). 

The words of Paul in 1 Corinthians 15:20 are: 
')$ B#()6)$1!+#(!U&$*/%!&'/! ;))+!$'*/)3!.5!,$#-!%&)!3)'31!KLM)WN[QKW[YNKQ!#,!%&#/)!(&#!
&'6)!,'::)+!'/:))5!E*+!3)'%&F7  

In Colossians 1:18, Paul refers to Jesus as “$%&#6'4*$2-4( of the dead,” which means 
that he was the first one to receive a resurrection leading to everlasting life. But in 1 
Corinthians 15:20, he is referred to as “6'4*$641'$*,” which must refer back to the 
festivals in Israel, particularly to Passover and the Feast of Unfermented Cakes. Jesus 
was the antitype of the sheaf of $%&#6'4*$641'$* of the barley harvest. In harmony with 
this, Jesus Christ was raised from the dead on Sunday, Nisan 16, 33 CE., on the same 
day that the priest offered the sheaf of barley to Jehovah. 

"34 %2:;41<8964 %2= %"34 %89"5"70568> %049"462;" %!

Pentecost or the Feast of Weeks was celebrated 50 days after Passover as the end 
of the barley harvest, and it marked the start of the wheat harvest. The laws regarding 
Pentecost are found in Exodus 23:16, 17 (above) and Leviticus 23:15-17 (below): 
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&*$?:/#1!C#.!'$)!%#!#;/)$6)!%&)!")/%*6':!#,!B'$6)/%!#,!%&)!,*$/%!$*5)!,$.*%/!#,!C#.$!:';#$/1!#,!
(&'%!C#.!/#(!*+!%&)!,*):3N!'+3!%&)!")/%*6':!#,!@+2'%&)$*+2!'%!%&)!)+3!#,!%&)!C)'$1!(&)+!C#.!
2'%&)$!*+!,$#-!%&)!,*):3!%&)!$)/.:%/!#,!C#.$!:';#$/7!&#$?:/#1!C#.!'$)!%#!#;/)$6)!%&)!")/%*6':!
#,!B'$6)/%!#,!%&)!,*$/%!$*5)!,$.*%/!#,!C#.$!:';#$/1!#,!(&'%!C#.!/#(!*+!%&)!,*):3N!'+3!%&)!
")/%*6':!#,!@+2'%&)$*+2!'%!%&)!)+3!#,!%&)!C)'$1!(&)+!C#.!2'%&)$!*+!,$#-!%&)!,*):3!%&)!$)/.:%/!
#,!C#.$!:';#$/7!$

&+$I=Q#.!'$)!%#!0#.+%!/)6)+!/';;'%&/!,$#-!%&)!3'C!',%)$!%&)!4';;'%&1!,$#-!%&)!3'C!%&'%!C#.!
;$*+2!%&)!/&)',!#,!%&)!('6)!#,,)$*+27!X&)C!/&#.:3!;)!0#-5:)%)!())J/7!&*$Q#.!(*::!0#.+%!
#,,!`a!3'C/!.+%*:!%&)!3'C!',%)$!%&)!/)6)+%&!4';;'%&1!'+3!%&)+!C#.!/&#.:3!5$)/)+%!'!+)(!
2$'*+!#,,)$*+2!%#!<)&#6'&7!&#$0SY)QLSYJT)g[NOP)W[SU)XSY[)TZMJJNOP)RJI`MQ)KZS)JSI\MQ)IQ)I)
ZI\M)SWWM[NOPa)X&)/)!/&#.:3!;)!-'3)!#,!%(#!%)+%&/!#,!'+!)ʹ5&'&!#,!,*+)!,:#.$7!X&)C!/&#.:3!
;)!;'J)3!(*%&!:)'6)+1!'/!,*$/%!$*5)!,$.*%/!%#!<)&#6'&7 !

The prophetic type was that two loaves made of fine flour and leaven, as the 
firstfruits of the wheat harvest, should be presented as a wave offering to Jehovah. 
The two loaves were baked with leaven, which is a symbol of sin. The antitype of 
these two loaves is the 144,000 humans, who are taken from sinful mankind to 
become God’s adopted sons with a heavenly hope. 

Confirming this application are James 1:18 (above) and Revelation 14:1, 4 (below): 
&%$@%!('/!&*/!(*::!%#!;$*+2!./!,#$%&!;C!%&)!(#$3!#,!%$.%&1!/#!%&'%!()!(#.:3!;)0#-)!I)cNOT!
V.#-W!SW)WN[QKW[YNKQ!#,!&*/!0$)'%.$)/7!!

I quote Revelation 14:1, 4: 
&X&)+!@!/'(1!'+3!:##J\!%&)!]'-;!/%'+3*+2!#+!9#.+%!_*#+1!'+3!(*%&!&*-!bcc1aaa!(&#!
&'6)!&*/!+'-)!'+3!%&)!+'-)!#,!&*/!"'%&)$!($*%%)+!#+!%&)*$!,#$)&)'3/777$!$X&)/)!'$)!%&)!#+)/!
(&#!3*3!+#%!3),*:)!%&)-/):6)/!(*%&!(#-)+N!*+!,'0%1!%&)C!'$)!6*$2*+/7!X&)/)!'$)!%&)!#+)/!
(&#!J))5!,#::#(*+2!%&)!]'-;!+#!-'%%)$!(&)$)!&)!2#)/7!#LMQM)ZM[M)gSYPLK)W[SU)IUSOP)
UIOcNOT)IQ)WN[QKW[YNKQ)KS)/ST)IOT)KS)KLM).IUg7!  

The word “6'4*$641'$*” has only meaning in relation to the three festivals in Israel. 
We have already seen that Jesus was the antitypical firstfruits of those offered at the 
Feast of Unfermented Cakes. Therefore, the 144,000 anointed Christians will 
naturally be the antitypes of the two loaves that were offered as firstfruits of the 
wheat harvest at Pentecost. 

There is a small detail in James 1:18 that is compatible with the view that Jesus is 
the antitypical firstfruits of the barley harvest offered at Passover, while the anointed 
Christians are the antitypical firstfruits of the wheat offered at Pentecost. This is the 
Greek pronoun ,.) following the noun '5'3<"E (“firstfruit”). The pronoun ,.) means 
“some” or “certain.” This pronoun shows that the anointed Christians James refers 
to in his letter are not antitypes of all kinds of firstfruits that were offered at the 
festivals. But they are “certain firstfruits” among other firstfruits. 

It is fitting that the first time when sinful humans were anointed with holy spirit 
to become heirs of the heavenly kingdom was on the day of Pentecost in the year 33 
CE, the same year when Jesus died and became the ransom sacrifice. 

Revelation 14:4 shows that the 144,000 anointed followers of Jesus who are 
“bought from among mankind” are antitypical 6'4*$641'$*.  
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"34 %2:;41<8964 %2= %"34 %89"5"70568> %=4;"5<8> %2= %:22"3; !

The Festival of Booths (The Feast of Ingathering) marked the final harvest of fruit 
and grain in the autumn.  I quote Exodus 23:16, 17 (above) 34:22 (middle), and 
Deuteronomy 16:13-15 (below): 

&*!?:/#!%&)!,)/%*6':!#,!&'$6)/%!#,!%&)!,*$/%!$*5)!,$.*%/!#,!C#.$!:';#$/1!#,!(&'%!C#.!/#(!*+!%&)!
,*):3N!'+3!%&)!,)/%*6':!#,!*+2'%&)$*+2!'%!%&)!#.%2#*+2!#,!%&)!C)'$1!(&)+!C#.!2'%&)$!*+!C#.$!
:';#$/! ,$#-!%&)! ,*):37$&#G+!%&$))!#00'/*#+/!*+!%&)!C)'$! )6)$C!-':)!#,!C#.$/! (*::! '55)'$!
;),#$)!%&)!,'0)!#,!%&)!E%$.)F!]#$31!<)&#6'&7  
'' ! I?+3!C#.! (*::!0'$$C!#+!C#.$! ,)/%*6':!#,! ())J/! (*%&!KLM)WN[QK)[NRM)W[YNKQ)SW)KLM)ZLMIK)
LI[\MQK1!IOT)KLM)WMQKN\IJ)SW)NOPIKLM[NOP)IK)KLM)KY[O)SW)KLM)XMI[7  
&"!IX&)!,)/%*6':!#,!;##%&/!C#.!/&#.:3!0):);$'%)!,#$!C#.$/):,!/)6)+!3'C/!ZLMO)XSY)UIcM)
IO)NOPIKLM[NOP)W[SU)XSY[)KL[MQLNOP)WJSS[)IOT)XSY[)SNJ)IOT)ZNOMR[MQQa)&!$?+3!C#.!-./%!
$)Y#*0)!3.$*+2!C#.$!,)/%*6':1!C#.!'+3!C#.$!/#+!'+3!C#.$!3'.2&%)$!'+3!C#.$!-'+!/:'6)!'+3!
C#.$!/:'6)!2*$:!'+3!%&)!])6*%)!'+3!%&)!':*)+!$)/*3)+%!'+3!%&)!,'%&)$:)//!;#C!'+3!%&)!(*3#(1!
(&#!'$)!*+/*3)!C#.$!2'%)/7! 

Exodus 34:22 mentions “the first ripe fruits of the wheat harvest,” and 
Deuteronomy 16:13 mentions “an ingathering from your threshing floor and your 
oil and winepress.” The 6'4*$641'$* of grain, oil, and wine were offered during the 
seven days of the festival, together with 70 bulls and other animals. 

There is one account in the Christian Greek Scriptures that is an antitype of the 
Festival of Booths. I quote Leviticus 23:33, 34, 39, 40 (above) and Revelation 7:9, 10, 
13-17 (below): 

"" !?+3!<)&#6'&!0#+%*+.)3!%#!/5)'J!%#!9#/)/1!/'C*+2H!"!$I45)'J!%#!%&)!/#+/!#,!@/$'):1!/'C*+21!
=G+!%&)!,*,%))+%&!3'C!#,!%&*/!/)6)+%&!-#+%&!*/!%&)!,)/%*6':!#,!gSSKLQ!V-1$$21!>$))J!-$"%3W!
,#$!/)6)+!3'C/!%#!<)&#6'&Z !!

! "#B#()6)$1!#+!%&)!,*,%))+%&!3'C!#,!%&)!/)6)+%&!-#+%&1!(&)+!QGR!&'6)!2'%&)$)3!%&)!
5$#3.0)!#,!%&)!:'+31!QGR!/&#.:3!0):);$'%)!%&)!,)/%*6':!#,!<)&#6'&!/)6)+!3'C/7!G+!%&)!
,*$/%!3'C!*/!'!0#-5:)%)!$)/%!'+3!#+!%&)!)*2&%&!3'C!*/!'!0#-5:)%)!$)/%7#$%#?+3!QGR!-./%!%'J)!
,#$!C#.$/):6)/!#+!%&)!,*$/%!3'C!%&)!,$.*%!#,!/5:)+3*3!%$))/1!KLM)W[SOTQ)SW)RIJU)K[MMQ)IOT)KLM)
gSYPLQ)SW)g[IO`LX)K[MMQ)IOT)RSRJI[Q)SW)KLM)KS[[MOK)\IJJMX1!IOT)0%' )UYQK)[MhSN`M)gMWS[M)
<MLS\IL)0%'$ )/ST)QM\MO)TIXQa)!&$?+3!QGR!-./%!0):);$'%)!*%!'/!'!,)/%*6':!%#!<)&#6'&!
/)6)+!3'C/!*+!%&)!C)'$7!!

"#?,%)$!%&)/)!%&*+2/!@!/'(1!'+31!:##J\!'!2$)'%!0$#(31!(&*0&!+#!-'+!('/!';:)!%#!+.-;)$1!
#.%!#,! '::!+'%*#+/! '+3!%$*;)/! '+3!5)#5:)/! '+3!%#+2.)/1! /%'+3*+2! ;),#$)!%&)!%&$#+)! '+3!
;),#$)!%&)!]'-;1!3$)//)3!*+!(&*%)!$#;)/N!IOT)KLM[M)ZM[M)RIJU)g[IO`LMQ)NO)KLMN[)LIOTQ7!&%#

1OT)KLMX)cMMR)SO)`[XNOP)ZNKL)I)JSYT)\SN`MV)QIXNOPA)f3IJ\IKNSO)^ZM)SZM_)KS)SY[)/STV)ZLS)
NQ)QMIKMT)SO)KLM)KL[SOMV)IOT)KS)KLM).IUg7DZ #

&!#?+3!*+!$)/5#+/)!#+)!#,!%&)!):3)$/!/'*3!%#!-)H!IX&)/)!(&#!'$)!3$)//)3!*+!%&)!(&*%)!$#;)/1!
(&#!'$)!%&)C!'+3!(&)$)!3*3!%&)C!0#-)!,$#-OD!&$#4#!$*2&%!'('C!@!/'*3!%#!&*-H!I9C!:#$31!
C#.!'$)!%&)!#+)!%&'%!J+#(/7D!?+3!&)!/'*3!%#!-)H!IX&)/)!'$)!%&)!#+)/!%&'%!0#-)!#.%!#,!%&)!
2$)'%!%$*;.:'%*#+1!'+3!%&)C!&'6)!('/&)3!%&)*$!$#;)/!'+3!-'3)!%&)-!(&*%)!*+!%&)!;:##3!#,!
%&)!]'-;7 #&'#X&'%!*/!(&C!%&)C!'$)!;),#$)!%&)!%&$#+)!#,!>#3N!'+3!%&)C!'$)!$)+3)$*+2!&*-!
/'0$)3!/)$6*0)!3'C!'+3!+*2&%!*+!&*/!%)-5:)N!IOT)KLM)%OM)QMIKMT)SO)KLM)KL[SOM)ZNJJ)QR[MIT)
LNQ)KMOK)V-$3%*4W!S\M[)KLMUa!&(#X&)C!(*::!&.+2)$!+#!-#$)!+#$!%&*$/%!'+C-#$)1!+)*%&)$!(*::!
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%&)!/.+!;)'%!3#(+!.5#+!%&)-!+#$!'+C!/0#$0&*+2!&)'%1#&)#;)0'./)!%&)!]'-;1!(&#!*/!*+!%&)!
-*3/%!#,!%&)!%&$#+)1!(*::!/&)5&)$3!%&)-1!'+3!(*::!2.*3)!%&)-!%#!,#.+%'*+/!#,!('%)$/!#,!:*,)7!
?+3!>#3!(*::!(*5)!#.%!)6)$C!%)'$!,$#-!%&)*$!)C)/7D!!

What we see in Revelation 7:9-17 is a great crowd without number celebrating the 
antitypical Festival of Booths. There are three parallels: 

"#$!?'()!@A'A**$*- The great crowd has palm branches in their hands; the same 
was true with those celebrating the Festival of Booths. The Greek word for palm 
branch is 0/.%.<), and this word is used both in Revelation 7:9 and in the Septuagint 
version of Leviticus 23:40. 

"#$!($.+,/!@A'A**$*- The last crop was now harvested, and all the people would 
rejoice for the food Jehovah had given them to sustain their lives. They would 
“rejoice before Jehovah.”  (Leviticus 23:40) The members of the great crowd are also 
rejoicing with a loud voice and are ascribing salvation to Jehovah and the Lamb. 
(Revelation 7:10) 

"#$!)#&'/!@A'A**$*- The reason for living in booths for seven days, was that the 
people should commemorate how Jehovah kept them alive during their 40-year 
wandering in the desert. The booths symbolized Jehovah’s protection. Revelation 
7:15 says that “the One seated on the throne will spread his tent ()<E%/F) over them.” 

Leviticus 23:33 (The Septuagint) uses the Greek word )<#%E (hut, tent”) and 
Revelation 7:15 uses the corresponding verb )<E%/F (“to erect a hut or tent”). When 
the Israelites celebrated the festival of Booths, they erected booths that reminded 
them of Jehovah’s protection during their 40 years in the desert. The promise in 
Revelation 7:15 is that Jehovah will erect booths for the great crowd as a means for 
their protection. 

There can be no doubt that the great crowd is portrayed as celebrating the 
antitypical Feast of Booths. This is seen in the three parallels discussed above and in 
the fact that the Greek words for “fronds of palm trees” in Leviticus 23:33 (The 
Septuagint) and Revelation 7:9 are similar, and the same is true for “booth” or “tent” 
in Leviticus 23:33 and Revelation 7:15. 

On the basis of the points above, we must draw the conclusion that just as Jesus 
and his sacrifice were the antitypes of Passover, and the harvesting of the group of 
144,000 who will reign with Jesus in the heavenly kingdom, are the antitype of 
Pentecost, the harvesting of the members of the great crowd in Revelation 7 are the 
antitype of the Feast of Booths. 

We can support this conclusion from a different angle. The offering of the 
firstfruits of the grain, oil, and vine together with animals throughout the whole feast 
is described in Numbers 29:12-34. The offering of the bulls indicates that the various 
sides of the Feast of Booths are prophetic types with antitypes, connected with the 
time of the end. 

The text has the following description of the offerings of the bulls throughout the 
seven days of the festival, with the decrease of one bull each day: 

¥! First day: 13 bulls 
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¥! Second day: 12 bulls 
¥! Third day: 11 bulls 
¥! Fourth day: 10 bulls 
¥! Fifth day: 9 bulls 
¥! Sixth day: 8 bulls 
¥! Seventh day: 7 bulls 
¥! Total: 70 bulls over seven days (plus one final bull on the eighth day).  

The number 70 represents 7 multiplied by 10, and these numbers symbolize 
heavenly and earthly perfection in the Bible. Because the account of the antitypical 
Feast of Booths describes how God will construct the booths and how the great 
crowd will survive the great tribulation with the possibility of eternal salvation, there 
is one passage indicating the significance of the number 70, namely, Genesis 10:1-
29. I quote Genesis 10:32: 

"' !X&)/)!()$)!%&)!,'-*:*)/!#,!%&)!/#+/!#,!M#'&!'00#$3*+2!%#!%&)*$!,'-*:C!3)/0)+%/1!;C!%&)*$!
+'%*#+/1!'+3!,$#-!%&)/)!%&)!+'%*#+/!()$)!/5$)'3!';#.%!*+!%&)!)'$%&!',%)$!%&)!3):.2)7!!

Noah had the three sons Shem, Ham, and Japhet, and the following numbers 
show the families and nations descending from each of them: 

¥! Japheth’s line: 14 descendants 
¥! Ham’s line: 30 descendants 
¥! Shem’s line: 26 descendants  

When we add the descendants of each one of Noah’s sons, we find that 70 families 
or nations descended from Noah. All humans who live on the earth today descend 
from these 70 families. 

It is likely that the 70 bulls offered during The Feast of Booths represent the 70 
families descended from Noah, showing that when Jehovah “will construct the 
booths” for those who celebrate the antitypical Feast of Booths, this possibility 
includes all those who descended from Noah. Supporting this conclusion are the 
words in Revelation 7:9 that the great crowd comes from “all nations and tribes and 
peoples and tongues,” who are descendants of the 70 families.!

!"#$%&'() &!*+%,&"-.&"-/0/*+%,&12&/3%&2%,/04"$,&

012034"56!"704 ! 89"5"704 !

! 67%(C;;AE7:%FCML=% 07;>;%+6:8;<=%

! 67%K8:;<K:>8<;%AK%<67%LC:F7G%6C:E7;<N%<67%
;67CK% D8<6A><% F7CE7@%AKK7:7B% C<% <67%
(C;;AE7:%

07;>;%+6:8;<=%

! 67% <DA% FACE7;% D8<6% F7CE7@% C;% <67%
K8:;<K:>8<;%AK%<67%D67C<%6C:E7;<%AKK7:7B%C<%
(7@<7HA;<=%

! 67%6C:E7;<%AK%<67%RSSNTTT%C@A8@<7B%KAFFAD7:;%
AK%07;>;%D8<6%<67%67CE7@FG%6A?7=%
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!67 %K8:;<K:>8<;%AK%D67C<N% A8F% C@B% E8@7%
AKK7:7B%C<%<67%-7;<8ECF%AK%OAA<6;%

!67%6C:E7;<% AK% <67%9:7C<% H:ADB%D6A% D8FF%
;>:E8E7%<67%9:7C<%<:8L>FC<8A@=%

!67% UT% L>FF;% AKK7:7B% C<% <67% -7;<8ECF% AK%
OAA<6;%

!67%AKK7:8@9%AK%;CFEC<8A@%AK%CFF%6>MC@;%D6A%
B7;H7@B% K:AM% <67% UT% KCM8F87;% B7;H7@B8@9%
K:AM%.AC6=%

 
This chapter has discussed some background issues of the chapters dealing with 

chronology and prophecies. The next chapter discusses chronology. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

ÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐ 

#*+)(/,(',/#!%")%2)#*+)45)6++71)'"#!,)
#*+)2!$1#)(%8!"-)%2)9+1'1)(*$!1# &

'

!"##$%&' '

T o understand the prophetic expressions in the Bible, we need the right keys. 

Nine keys necessary to understand and believe the prophecies and prophetic 

times are listed. 

The most important aspect of this book is that the Bible provides specific 

prophetic times by which we can calculate the exact time for the first coming of 

Jesus Christ, his second coming, and the beginning of the thousand-year reign 

of Jesus Christ. 

This chapter discusses the prophecy in Daniel 9:24-27 about the 69 weeks of 

years by which the Jews in the first century could calculate the time for the 

coming of the Messiah.  

The 69 weeks started when the word went out to restore and build Jerusalem. 

This happened in the year 20 of Artaxerxes I, which is universally believed to 

be 445 BCE. Based on astronomical cuneiform tablets and other historical 

material, the chapter concludes that year 20 of Artaxerxes I is 455 BCE and 

that the 69 weeks of years after which the Messiah would come ends in 29 CE. 

The calculation of the 69 weeks, with one day representing one year, is a 

pattern for calculating the appointed times of the nations, ending in 1914 CE. 

 
For the past 100 years, the Bible Students and Jehovah’s Witnesses have believed 

that in 1914 CE, the appointed times of the nations ended, the kingdom of God was 
established in the heavens, the presence of Jesus began, and the time of the end 
started. Today, 112 years have passed since 1914, and this old system of things is still 
standing. Is it time to abandon the belief in 1914 as a prophetic year? My answer is 
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an emphatic no! In the following chapters, I will present the biblical reasons for the 
importance of 1914. 

The prophecy about the 69 weeks that will be discussed in this chapter has a 
pattern for the chronology that leads to 1914. 

The Bible contains two distinct types of material that require different approaches 
for treatment.  

7'4*$8 We have the basic doctrines of the Christian faith. To understand these, we 
must find every place where a particular doctrine is mentioned, study these, and then 
draw our conclusion.  

9&3-(5G We have the kind of material where only half of what we need is found in 
the Bible — prophecies about the future and time periods — and we must find the 
other half ourselves — the fulfillment of the prophecies and time periods. 

It is obvious that the second part is more problematic than the first one. In 
connection with the basic doctrines, we can refer to concrete texts, and these texts 
allow us to establish each doctrine clearly. In connection with prophecies and time 
periods, we ourselves must determine their fulfillment, and we may err. 

The important point here is expressed in Daniel 12:8-10 (above) and Matthew 
24:32-36 (below): 

%$M#(!'/!,#$!-)1!@!&)'$31!;.%!@!0#.:3!+#%!.+3)$/%'+3N!/#!%&'%!@!/'*3H!IG!-C!:#$31!(&'%!(*::!
;)!%&)!,*+':!5'$%!#,!%&)/)!%&*+2/OD!($?+3!&)!()+%!#+!%#!/'CH!I>#1!L'+*):1!;)0'./)!%&)!(#$3/!
'$)! -'3)! /)0$)%! '+3! /)':)3! .5! .+%*:! %&)! %*-)! #,! E%&)F! )+37$ &)$9'+C! (*::! 0:)'+/)!
%&)-/):6)/!'+3!(&*%)+!%&)-/):6)/!'+3!(*::!;)!$),*+)37!?+3!%&)!(*0J)3!#+)/!(*::!0)$%'*+:C!
'0%!(*0J)3:C1!'+3!+#!(*0J)3!#+)/!'%!'::!(*::!.+3)$/%'+3N!;.%!%&)!#+)/!&'6*+2!*+/*2&%!(*::!
.+3)$/%'+37!

!"'$IM#(!:)'$+!,$#-!%&)!,*2!%$))!'/!'+!*::./%$'%*#+!%&*/!5#*+%H!<./%!'/!/##+!'/!*%/!C#.+2!;$'+0&!
2$#(/! %)+3)$! '+3! *%! 5.%/! ,#$%&! :)'6)/1!QGR!J+#(! %&'%! /.--)$! */! +)'$7$""$ ]*J)(*/)!
':/# !QGR1! (&)+!QGR!/))! '::! %&)/)! %&*+2/1! J+#(! %&'%! &)! */! +)'$! '%! %&)! 3##$/7!!
X$.:C!@!/'C!%#!QGR!%&'%!%&*/!2)+)$'%*#+!"!$(*::!;C!+#!-)'+/!5'//!'('C!.+%*:!'::!%&)/)!%&*+2/!
#00.$7!"+$B)'6)+!'+3!)'$%&!(*::!5'//!'('C1 !;.%!-C!(#$3/!(*::!;C!+#!-)'+/!5'//!'('C7 !"*$

IU#+0)$+*+2!%&'%!3'C!'+3!&#.$!+#;#3C!J+#(/1!+)*%&)$!%&)!'+2):/!#,!%&)!&)'6)+/!+#$!%&)!
4#+1!;.%!#+:C!%&)!"'%&)$7!

Daniel asked about the prophecies that the angel had given him, and which are 
written in Daniel chapters 11 and 12. The angel said that these prophecies would be 
sealed until the time of the end, and at that time “the ones having insight will 
understand.”  

As an answer to the disciples’ question about when his presence (5'3/&).') and the 
conclusion of the system of things (the time of the end) would be, Jesus described 
various events in the world that together would be a sign.  

!"#$%&'(#)$*'+),$,"'*$("-($*"#.$ ("#$/'00'*#+,$'/$1#,&,$,-*$("2,$,23.4$
("#5$*'&0)$6.'*$("-( $"#$"-)$+#(&+.#)$-.)$*-,$7+#,#.(8$$
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Jesus explicitly said that his followers should know the generation of his presence, 
but not the day or hour of his final judgment. 

The words of the angel and of Jesus show that the followers of Jesus who live in 
the time of the end should understand the prophetic material, which is only half-
written in the Bible. And most importantly in connection with this study is that Jesus 
said that his followers should understand a basic subject of this study, “the appointed 
times of the nations.” (Luke 21:24) 

To find the fulfillment of the prophetic material, we need to identify the keys that 
we must use. 

!-%&6%0+&('.&4*1%.+!"*1,*/& !-%&
2.'2-%!,)&%72.%++,'*+&,*&!-%&#,#$% &

To understand the prophecies and prophetic times mentioned in the Bible, we 
need to entertain certain basic beliefs and understandings that I call keys. Prophetic 
material can only be understood in light of these keys. 

B47! C- :&"'&;'()#$%!$#&;&4.#+-45#'(#$%&#:'2"&#'*#'(*/'4&5#2.#<-5. 

This basic key can be construed on the basis of the words of Jesus and Paul in 
John 10:35 (above), Luke 24:44 (middle), and 2 Timothy 3:16, 17 (below): 

"+$@,!&)!0'::)3!=2#3/A!%&#/)! '2'*+/%!(&#-!%&)!(#$3!#,!>#3!0'-)1! '+3!C)%!%&)!40$*5%.$)!
0'++#%!;)!+.::*,*)37!
!!$ B)!+#(! /'*3!%#!%&)-H! IX&)/)! '$)! -C! (#$3/! (&*0&!@!/5#J)!%#!QGR!(&*:)!@!('/!C)%!
(*%&!QGR1!%&'%! '::! %&)! %&*+2/! ($*%%)+! *+! %&)! :'(! #,! 9#/)/! '+3! *+! %&)! d$#5&)%/!'+3!
d/':-/ !';#.%!-)!-./%!;)!,.:,*::)37D !!
&*$?::!40$*5%.$)!*/!*+/5*$)3!#,!>#3!'+3!;)+),*0*':! ,#$!%)'0&*+21!,#$!$)5$#6*+21!,#$!/)%%*+2!
%&*+2/! /%$'*2&%1!,#$! 3*/0*5:*+*+2!*+! $*2&%)#./+)//1!&#$%&'%! %&)! -'+! #,! >#3! -'C! ;)! ,.::C!
0#-5)%)+%1!0#-5:)%):C!)T.*55)3!,#$!)6)$C!2##3!(#$J7!

Jesus refers to the Scriptures that could not be nullified. These “scriptures” 
consisted of the law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms. This is still the division 
of the 39 books of The Hebrew Scriptures known as The Old Testament. These 
were inspired by God and could not be nullified 

The first words of 2 Timothy 3:16 is “!"" scripture.” These words have no 
reference; therefore, they have no meaning. In no way could they refer to The 
Christian Greek Scriptures (The New Testament), because only a few books of The 
New Testament existed when Paul wrote his letter. 

One alternative translation of the first part of 2 Timothy 3:16, which I prefer, is: 
“=;&4. scripture $%!$ is inspired of God is beneficial for teaching…” In the ancient 
Christian congregations, there were catalogs of which scriptures were a part of the 
Christian canon, which include the 29 books of The New Testament. On this basis, 
the words of Paul have meaning: Every scripture that is inspired by God — the 
scriptures mentioned in the catalogs — are beneficial for teaching…. The scriptures 
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that are inspired by God (the canon) are the 29 books of the Christian Greek 
Scriptures. Thus, the 66 books of the Bible are inspired by God, and they cannot be 
nullified. 

B47! D- >(5&4*$!(5'() #!(5#2&"'&;'()#$%!$#&;&4.#!33-1($#'(#$%&#:'2"&#'*#'(3"15&5#
+'$%#!#/!4$'31"!4#/14/-*&#!(5#%!*#!#/!4$'31"!4#,&!('() E  

Prophetic time is an important part of the text of the Bible, as we see in Acts 1:6, 
7 (above) and Mark 1:14, 15 (below): 

*$P&)+1!+#(1!%&)C!&'3! '//)-;:)31!%&)C! ()+%! '/J*+2!&*-H! I]#$31!'$)!C#.!$)/%#$*+2!KLM)
cNOPTSU)KS)!Q[IMJ)'%!%&*/!%*-)OD!#$B)!/'*3!%#!%&)-H!I@%!3#)/!+#%!;):#+2!%#!QGR!%#!2)%!
J+#(:)32)!#,! KLM)KNUMQ!V$(5*%*-W!#$!QMIQSOQ!V$,#5*-W!(&*0&!%&)!"'%&)$!&'/!5:'0)3!*+!&*/!
#(+!Y.$*/3*0%*#+7!

&!$M#(!',%)$!<#&+!('/!5.%!.+3)$!'$$)/%!<)/./!()+%!*+%#!>':ʹ*e:))1!5$)'0&*+2!%&)!2##3!+)(/!
#,!>#3$&+!'+3!/'C*+2H!I#LM)IRRSNOKMT)KNUM!V$,#5*-W!&'/!;))+!,.:,*::)31!'+3!%&)!J*+23#-!#,!
>#3!&'/!3$'(+!+)'$7!8)!$)5)+%'+%1!QGR!5)#5:)1!'+3!&'6)!,'*%&!*+!%&)!2##3!+)(/7D!

The basic meaning of the Greek word <"3/%/) is “unspecified time” and <'.3/)$
means “a specified time” or “an appointed time.” Jesus told his disciples that God’s 
purpose includes unspecified times (<"3/%/)) and specified times (<'.3/)). But at that 
moment when Jesus was about to ascend to heaven, God had not revealed these 
times and the specified times (“seasons”) to the disciples. 

The words of Jesus, as recorded in Mark 1:15, are particularly important. Jesus had 
now started his great preaching work about the kingdom of God, because “the 
appointed time (<'.3/)) has been fulfilled.” I will later return to the meaning of Jesus’ 
words. However, so far, they indicate that there were prophetic times or periods that 
could be calculated, pointing to the coming of Jesus. 

We must believe that every word in the Bible, including the prophecies and 
prophetic numbers, is included with a purpose and should be understood. 

B47! F- >(5&4*$!(5'()#!(5#2&"'&;'()#$%!$#$%&#934'/$14&*#3-($!'(#/4-/%&$'3#$',&*#
$%!$#3!(#2&#3!"31"!$&5?  

The book of Daniel mentions several specified prophetic times, and in Daniel 
12:6-12, there are four keys that we need to know to understand the importance of 
the year 1914: 

*$X&)+!#+)!/'*3!%#!%&)!-'+!0:#%&)3!(*%&!%&)!:*+)+1!(&#!('/!.5!';#6)!%&)!('%)$/!#,!%&)!
/%$)'-H!IB#(!:#+2!(*::!*%!;)!%#!%&)!)+3!#,!%&)!(#+3)$,.:!%&*+2/OD$#$?+3!@!;)2'+!%#!&)'$!
%&)! -'+!0:#%&)3! (*%&! %&)! :*+)+1! (&#! ('/! .5! ';#6)! %&)! ('%)$/! #,! %&)! /%$)'-1! '/! &)!
5$#0))3)3!%#!$'*/)!&*/!$*2&%!E&'+3F!'+3!&*/!:),%!E&'+3F!%#!%&)!&)'6)+/!'+3!%#!/()'$!;C!%&)!
G+)!(&#!*/!':*6)!,#$!%*-)!*+3),*+*%)H!I@%!(*::!;)!,#$!'+!'55#*+%)3!%*-)1!'55#*+%)3!%*-)/!
'+3!'!&':,7!?+3!'/!/##+!'/!%&)$)!(*::!&'6)!;))+!'!,*+*/&*+2!#,!%&)!3'/&*+2!#,!%&)!5#()$!#,!
KLM)LSJX)RMSRJM!%#!5*)0)/1!'::!%&)/)!%&*+2/!(*::!0#-)!%#!%&)*$!,*+*/&7D!
%$M#(!'/!,#$!-)1!@!&)'$31!;.%!@!0#.:3!+#%!.+3)$/%'+3N!/#!%&'%!@!/'*3H!IG!-C!:#$31!(&'%!(*::!
;)!%&)!,*+':!5'$%!#,!%&)/)!%&*+2/OD!!
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($?+3!&)!()+%!#+!%#!/'CH!I>#1!L'+*):1!;)0'./)!KLM)ZS[TQ)I[M)UITM)QM`[MK)IOT)QMIJMT)YR)
YOKNJ) KLM) KNUM) SW) ^KLM_) MOT! V6".0 7".-Wa! &)$9'+C! (*::! 0:)'+/)! %&)-/):6)/ !'+3! (&*%)+!
%&)-/):6)/!'+3!(*::!;)!$),*+)37!?+3!%&)!(*0J)3!#+)/!(*::!0)$%'*+:C!'0%!(*0J)3:C1!'+3!+#!
(*0J)3!#+)/!'%!'::!(*::!.+3)$/%'+3N!;.%!%&)!#+)/!&'6*+2!*+/*2&%!(*::!.+3)$/%'+37!!
&&$I?+3!,$#-!%&)!%*-)!%&'%!%&)!0#+/%'+%!E,)'%.$)F!&'/!;))+!$)-#6)3!'+3!%&)$)!&'/!;))+!'!
5:'0*+2!#,!KLM)TNQPYQKNOP)KLNOP)KLIK)NQ)`IYQNOP)TMQSJIKNSO1!%&)$)!(*::!;)!SOM)KLSYQIOT)KZS)
LYOT[MT)IOT)ONOMKX)TIXQa)
&'$IB'55C!*/!%&)!#+)!(&#!*/!J))5*+2!*+!)K5)0%'%*#+!'+3!(&#!'$$*6)/!'%!%&)!SOM)KLSYQIOT)
KL[MM)LYOT[MT)IOT)KLN[KXFWN\M)TIXQ\!

Verse 6 speaks of “$%&# %-".# /&-/"&.” This must be a distinct people that is 
separated from other peoples, because the prophecy says that 3 1/2 times will elapse 
over it, and then its power will be dashed to pieces. This can only happen to a united 
and distinct people and not to people in general. 

B47!G- >(5&4*$!(5'()#!(5#2&"'&;'()#$%!$#$%&4&#'*#!#$',&#/&4'-5#3!""&5#@$%&#
$',&#-6#$%&#&(5AB !(5#$%!$#$%'*#/&4'-5#3!( #2&#'5&($'6'&5?#

The prophecies and prophetic time periods should be understood in the time of 
the end.   

 B47! H- >(5&4*$!(5'()#!(5#2&"'&;'()#$%!$#$%&#$',&#-6#$%&#&(5#2&)!(#'(#$%&#
#.&!4#CDCE?#

The year 1914 is so important that the great prophecy of Jesus and a great number 
of prophecies in Daniel and Revelation cannot be understood without understanding 
the place of this year in Jehovah God’s plan for the restoration of all things.  

 B47 !I - >(5&4*$!(5'()#!(5#2&"'&;'()#$%!$#'(#$%&#$',&#-6#$%&#&(5A#<-5#%!*#!#
/&-/"&#+%-#'*#3"&!4".#'5&($'6'&5#!(5#*&/!4!$&5#64-,$-$%&4#/&-/"&*?#

Because many prophecies are fulfilled on this people, we need to identify this 
people. Verses 6, 11, 12 speak of the specific time periods, 3 1/2 times, 1,290 days, 
and 1,335 days that will be fulfilled on $%&#%-".#/&-/"&. 

B$J!K- >(5&4*$!(5'()#!(5#2&"'&;'()#$%!$#$%&#5'*)1*$'()#$%'()#$%!$#3!1*&*#
5&*-"!$'-(B +'""#!//&!4#'(#$%&#$',&#-6#$%&#&(5A#!(5#$%!$#'$#3!(#2&#'5&($'6'&5?#

Verse 11 speaks of an entity called “the disgusting thing that causes desolation,” 
which will appear in the time of the end. We need to identify this entity because '$#
/"!.*#!#/!4$'31"!4".#',/-4$!($#4-"&#in calculating the time prophecies.# 

 B47 !L- >(5&4*$!(5'()#!(5#2&"'&;'()#$%!$#$%&4&#!4&#*/&3'6'&5#$',&#/&4'-5*#
$%!$#+'""#2&#61"6'""&5#-(#$%&#/&-/"&#-6#<-5A#+%'3%#3!( 2&#3!"31"!$&5? 

These keys do not say anything that directly bears on the year 1914. However, they 
demonstrate that the Holy Scriptures encompass specific time periods, which can be 
calculated once we have identified “$%&#%-".#/&-/"&,” and “$%&#5'*)1*$'()#$%'()#$%!$#
3!1*&*#5&*-"!$'-(.” 
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Among the first keys to use is the one about “the time of the end.” How can this 
period be fixed in relation to the stream of time from the prophet Daniel and to our 
time? The symbols written in the book of Revelation will also be understood in the 
time of the end. The key to understanding when “the time of the end” is, is found in 
Revelation chapter 17. Verse 3 speaks about a wild beast with seven heads and ten 
horns. The heads are identified in verses 8-11: 

%!X&)! (*:3! ;)'/%! %&'%! C#.! /'(! ('/1!;.%! */! +#%1! '+3! C)%! */! ';#.%! %#! '/0)+3! #.%! #,! %&)!
';C//1!'+3!*%!*/!%#!2#!#,,!*+%#!3)/%$.0%*#+7!?+3!(&)+!%&)C!/))!&#(!%&)!(*:3!;)'/%!('/1!;.%!
*/!+#%1!'+3!C)%!(*::!;)!5$)/)+%1!%&#/)!(&#!3()::!#+!%&)!)'$%&!(*::!(#+3)$!'3-*$*+2:C1!;.%!
%&)*$!+'-)/!&'6)!+#%!;))+!($*%%)+!.5#+!%&)!/0$#::!#,!:*,)!,$#-!%&)!,#.+3*+2!#,!%&)!(#$:37!!
($IB)$)!*/!(&)$)!%&)!*+%)::*2)+0)!%&'%!&'/!(*/3#-!0#-)/!*+H!X&)!/)6)+!&)'3/!-)'+ !/)6)+!
-#.+%'*+/1!(&)$)! %&)! (#-'+! /*%/! #+! %#57!&)$1OT) KLM[M) I[M)QM\MO) cNOPQA) WN\M) LI\M)
WIJJMOV)SOM)NQV)KLM)SKLM[)LIQ)OSK)XMK)I[[N\MTV)gYK)ZLMO)LM)TSMQ)I[[N\M)LM)UYQK)[MUINO)I)
QLS[K)ZLNJMa$&&$1OT)KLM)ZNJT)gMIQK)KLIK)ZIQ)gYK)NQ)OSKV)NK)NQ)IJQS)NKQMJW)IO)MNPLKL)^cNOP_V)
gYK)QR[NOPQ)W[SU)KLM)QM\MOV)IOT)NK)PSMQ)SWW)NOKS)TMQK[Y`KNSOa!

The “kings” have characteristics of the beasts that are mentioned in the book of 
Daniel, chapter 7. These beasts represent world powers, and, therefore, the “kings” 
must also represent world powers. John says that five have fallen in his time: Egypt, 
Assyria, Babylon, Medo-Persia, and Greece had fallen. One “king” or world power 
existed: the Roman Empire. The seventh world power, which can be identified as 
Anglo-America (Britain and the USA together), would be the seventh “king.”  

The wild beast itself was an eighth world power that would spring from the other 
seven and exist contemporaneously with the seventh. It would exist, then be in the 
abyss, and not exist. Then it would come up from the abyss and exist again. The 
beast can be identified as the League of Nations, which was in the abyss during World 
War II, but came to life as the United Nations after the war. 

The calculation of the 1,290 days in Daniel 12:11 cannot be made if we have not 
identified the disgusting thing causing desolation.” 

B47! M-!>(5&4*$!(5'()#!(5#2&"'&;'()#$%!$#$%&#$',&#-6#$%&#&(5#'*#3-((&3$&5#+'$%#
$%&#$',&#+%&(#$%&#*&;&($%#!(5#&')%$%#+-4"5#/-+&4*#&F'*$A#!(5#$%'*#4&"!$&*#$-#$%&#
GH$%#!(5#GC*$#3&($14'&*?$

Verse 11 in Daniel chapter 12 connects the disgusting thing that causes desolation 
with the time of the end and one of the prophetic times. In the first fulfillment, the 
disgusting thing was a political entity, namely, the Roman armies that surrounded 
Jerusalem. We see this when comparing Matthew 24:15-16 with Luke 21:20-21. 
These armies were disgusting because they stood on the holy ground of the temple. 
The disgusting thing caused the desolation of a religious entity, the city of Jerusalem, 
and its inhabitants when the city was destroyed in 70 CE.  

Jesus demonstrated that there was a second fulfillment of the prophecy regarding 
the disgusting thing that would cause desolation in the time of the end. We read 
Matthew 24:3, 14-22: 
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"$P&*:)!&)!('/!/*%%*+2!.5#+!%&)!9#.+%!#,!G:*6)/1!%&)!3*/0*5:)/!'55$#'0&)3!&*-!5$*6'%):C1!
/'C*+2H!IX)::!./1!P&)+!(*::!%&)/)!%&*+2/!;)1!'+3!(&'%!(*::!;)!%&)!/*2+!#,!C#.$!5$)/)+0)!'+3!
#,!%&)!0#+0:./*#+!#,!%&)!/C/%)-!#,!%&*+2/!V-&%."/"#,-0.*10,#4%*-WOD$$

&!!?+3!%&*/!2##3!+)(/!#,!%&)!J*+23#-!(*::! ;)!5$)'0&)3!*+! '::!%&)!*+&';*%)3!)'$%&!,#$! '!
(*%+)//!%#!'::!%&)!+'%*#+/N!'+3!%&)+!%&)!)+3!V."/*-W!(*::!0#-)7!
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The Greek expression )8%,#-.#')$,/&$'.F%/) (“the conclusion of the system of things”) 
in Matthew 24:3 can be shown to have the same meaning as the Hebrew expression 
HE,$IE,) (“time of the end”) in Daniel 12:9.!  Thus, the setting of the words of Jesus in 
Matthew chapter 24 is the time of the end when the prophetic word should be 
understood. 

This shows that the words of Jesus found a miniature fulfillment in the first 
century CE, until the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 CE. But the larger and final 
fulfillment would be in the time of the end. The preaching of the good news to all 
the nations did not happen in the first century. But it has happened today, and the 
word “end” (,#-/)) in 24:14 refers to the endpoint of the time of the end. This “end” 
corresponds with the great tribulation mentioned in 24:21, which will be greater than 
any other tribulation, including the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 CE. Thus, the 
disgusting thing that causes desolation would exist in the time of the end. 

As mentioned above, in the first century, the disgusting thing was a political entity 
(the Roman armies) that would cause desolation for a religious entity (the city 
Jerusalem). In Revelation chapter 17, which I have already quoted from, the political 
entity (the wild beast with seven heads and ten horns = the United Nations) will 
cause desolation of the religious entity (the harlot, Babylon the great). There are 
several threads that connect this wild beast with the disgusting thing that causes 
desolation. 
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The keys will be elucidated in different chapters of the book. They show that the 
20th and 21st centuries are the times of fulfillment for important prophecies. Because 
all the accounts in the Bible are included with a particular purpose and have a 
particular meaning, including the prophetic times, we need to take a closer look at 
the prophetic periods that are mentioned.!
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!-%&2.'2-%!,)&!,5%+&$%"1,*/&!'&!-%&(,.+!&
)'5,*/&'(&8%+4+&)-.,+! &

I have already quoted the words of Markus 1:15. When Jesus started his preaching 
work, he said, “The appointed time (<'.3/)) has been fulfilled, and the kingdom of 
God has drawn near.” The appointed time (<'.3/)) leading to the coming of Jesus 
Christ is found in Daniel 9:24, 25: 

'!$ X&)$)!'$)!/)6)+%C!())J/!%&'%!&'6)!;))+!3)%)$-*+)3!.5#+!C#.$!5)#5:)!'+3!.5#+!C#.$!
&#:C! 0*%C1! *+! #$3)$! %#! %)$-*+'%)! %&)! %$'+/2$)//*#+1! '+3! %#! ,*+*/&! #,,! /*+1! '+3! %#! -'J)!
'%#+)-)+%!,#$!)$$#$1!'+3!%#!;$*+2!*+!$*2&%)#./+)//!,#$!%*-)/!*+3),*+*%)1!'+3!%#!*-5$*+%!'!
/)':!.5#+!6*/*#+!'+3!5$#5&)%1!'+3!%#!'+#*+%!%&)!B#:C!#,!B#:*)/7$$

'+$?+3!C#.!/&#.:3!J+#(!'+3!&'6)!%&)!*+/*2&%!E%&'%F!,$#-!%&)!2#*+2!,#$%&!#,!E%&)F!(#$3!%#!
$)/%#$)!'+3!%#!$);.*:3!<)$./':)-!.+%*:!9)/e/*ʹ'&!E%&)F!])'3)$1!%&)$)!(*::!;)!/)6)+!())J/1!
':/#!/*K%CS%(#!())J/7!4&)!(*::!$)%.$+!'+3!;)!'0%.'::C!$);.*:%1!(*%&!'!5.;:*0!/T.'$)!C5"(*DW!
'+3!-#'%!V(,51.-W1!;.%!*+!%&)!/%$'*%/!#,!%&)!%*-)/7!!
'*$I?+3!',%)$!%&)!/*K%CS%(#!())J/!9)/e/* ʹ'&!(*::!;)!0.%!#,,1!(*%&!+#%&*+2!,#$!&*-/):,7!!I?+3!
%&)!0*%C!'+3!%&)!&#:C!5:'0)!%&)!5)#5:)!#,!'!:)'3)$!%&'%!*/!0#-*+2!(*::!;$*+2!%#!%&)*$!$.*+7!?+3!
%&)!)+3!#,!*%!(*::!;)!;C!%&)!,:##37!?+3!.+%*:!E%&)F!)+3!%&)$)!(*::!;)!('$N!(&'%!*/!3)0*3)3!
.5#+!*/!3)/#:'%*#+/7!!
'#$I?+3!&)!-./%!J))5!E%&)F!0#6)+'+%!*+!,#$0)!,#$!%&)!-'+C!,#$!#+)!())JN!'+3!'%!%&)!&':,!
#,!%&)! ())J!&)! (*::!0'./)! /'0$*,*0)! '+3!2*,%!#,,)$*+2!%#!0)'/)7!!I?+3! .5#+!%&)! (*+2!#,!
3*/2./%*+2!%&*+2/!%&)$)!(*::!;)!%&)!#+)!0'./*+2!3)/#:'%*#+N!'+3!.+%*:!'+!)K%)$-*+'%*#+1!%&)!
6)$C!%&*+2!3)0*3)3!.5#+!(*::!2#!5#.$*+2!#.%!':/#!.5#+!%&)!#+)!:C*+2!3)/#:'%)7D!!

Who is this Anointed One (the Messiah), the Leader, who is mentioned in verse 
25? I will first analyze the words. The word 4J)"@'"  is an adjective with the meaning 
“anointed,” and %J;.* is a substantive meaning “leader; ruler.” It is clear that the 
adjective does not modify the substantive, thus giving it the meaning “the Anointed 
Leader,” because the adjective occurs before the substantive and not after it. Thus, 
%J;.*$4J)"@'"$represents an appositional phrase, “Messiah, the Leader.” 

 Corroborating this is the fact that in verse 26, 4J)"@'" occurs alone. The word 
4J)"@'" occurs 38 times in the Hebrew Scriptures. In 11 instances, 4J)"@'" is preceded 
by Jehovah, so the meaning is “Jehovah’s anointed.” In 4 instances, 4J)"@'" is 
preceded by <F"E% (“priest”), so the meaning is “the anointed priest.” In 23 instances 
4J)"@'" is modified by “my,” “his,” or “your,” with the pronouns referring to God.  

Only in Daniel 9:25, 26 is the word 4J)"@'" standing alone without any 
determination. The word %';.* occurs 43 times and, in most cases, it refers to the 
ruler over God’s people. The word can also refer to a lower-ranking leader, for 
example, the temple’s chief. According to 1 Samuel 10:1, Jehovah’s anointed (4J)"'"7 
the verb corresponding to the substantive 4')".'" ) Saul, was to become ruler (%J;.*) 
over his people. In the versions, we find the following renderings of %J;.*$4J)"@'": 

Theodotion: <3.),/& = Christ. 
The Latin K&-;',#G L"3.),&4$*&(#4 = Christ, leader. 
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The Ethiopic translation: M3#),/)$%#;&) = Christ (as a proper name), king. 
The Syriac A#)".,,': 4#)"."J$4'-<J$= the anointed, king. 

Regarding the identity of the Anointed One, the Leader, we should keep in mind 
that although the word 4J)"@'" can be applied to any person who is anointed to an 
office, and thus it can refer both to priests and kings, there is just one person in the 
Hebrew Scriptures, apart from Melchizedek, who is both priest and king (Psalm 
110:1, 4; Zechariah 6:13), and that is the coming Messiah. Corroborating this is the 
fact that 4J)"@'" in Daniel 9:25, 26 is unqualified and therefore does not refer to /%# 
who is anointed, but to ,"# Anointed One.  

The Messiah would arrive after the sixty-ninth “week,” according to Daniel 9:26. 
Most commentators agree that the “weeks” each represent seven years, which means 
that 69 weeks are 483 years." What would mark the beginning of these years? Daniel 
9:25 says that the starting point was “the issuing of the word to restore and build 
Jerusalem.” After this starting point, the city would “be restored and built with streets 
(3#"F+) and trenches ("J3N,)).” I will analyze these words. 

The word 3#"F+ comes from a root meaning “wide; broad.” It occurs 43 times in 
the Hebrew Bible and often refers to a broad plaza or an open area within the city 
gate used as a marketplace. Alternatively, the word could be used with a collective 
meaning, referring to the city’s streets.  

For example, Esther 4:6 says that the servant of Esther went to Mordecai in the 
square (3#"F+) of the city. But according to 6:9, Mordecai was led on horseback 
through the city’s streets (3#"F+). The context in Daniel 9 suggests that the single 3#"F+ 
refers to the city’s streets. There were many plazas or squares in Jerusalem before the 
city was destroyed, and the city would not be restored by building a single square. 
Therefore, because 3#"/+ is used in connection with the verbs “restore” and “build,” 
it is evidently used in a collective sense, indicating the restoration of either the squares 
or the streets of the city. 

The verb "J3',) means “to cut,” and the substantive "J3N,) literally means “the cut” 
(“what is cut”). Because "J3N,) occurs only once in the Hebrew Bible, its reference is 
not clear. In the Aramaic Zakkur inscription (800–775 BCE), a deep trench ("J3N,)) 
is connected with the building of a wall. Such a trench was cut into the rock outside 
the city wall to increase its height. Regarding Jerusalem, Montgomery says: “The great 
cutting in the natural rock along the northern wall of Jerusalem is a marked feature 
of the city’s defenses.”#  

For the Hebrew word "J3N,), the Theodotion translation of Daniel uses ,#.<"/), 
which refers to a wall, particularly a city wall. The Latin Vulgate uses 4&3&), which 
also means “wall.” Because of these renderings, and because "J3N,) is connected with 
a wall in Aramaic, I take the word "J3N,) as a collective, referring to the trenches that 
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were cut in the rock outside the walls to make them higher. So, the prophecy speaks 
of a complete restoration of the streets and plazas within the city, and of the city 
walls and their outer trenches. When these were restored, the city would be more 
difficult to conquer. 

I will return to the beginning of the period of 69 weeks and ask: When did the 
word “to restore and build Jerusalem” go forth? Could it be the decree of Cyrus in 
538/37 BCE? This decree said that a temple for the God of the heavens should be 
built, but it does not mention the city of Jerusalem. According to Ezra 7:8, 9, Ezra 
went up to Jerusalem in the 7th year of Artaxerxes, and this year has also been 
suggested as the starting point. However, the word from Artaxerxes I related to the 
beautifying of the house of Jehovah, as seen in Ezra 7:27, and not to the restoring 
and building of Jerusalem and its walls.  

The real starting point must be related to Nehemiah. Hanani told Nehemiah that 
the walls of Jerusalem were broken down and its gates were burned with fire. 
According to Nehemiah 2:5, Nehemiah asked King Artaxerxes I for permission to 
go to Jerusalem and rebuild the city. The verb used is +J%J, and many translations use 
the word “rebuild” to translate this verb. But the meaning of the verb is “to build.” 

This is the same verb that is found in Daniel 9:25. Nehemiah 2:8 shows that 
Nehemiah asked for timber to build the gates of the castle belonging to the temple, 
for the walls of the city, and for the house where Nehemiah would stay. There was 
also a need for work to build the city as a whole, because in 2:17, Nehemiah says that 
“Jerusalem is devastated.”  

Thus, the work of Nehemiah fulfills the words of Daniel 9. The journey from 
Shushan to Jerusalem would take about four months, and Nehemiah’s words to start 
the building work could have been spoken in the beginning of the 5th Jewish month 
Ab. This must be the time when the 69 weeks began.$ 

Which year corresponds to the 20th year of Artaxerxes I? According to the 
traditional chronology, this is the year 445/444. However, dated cuneiform tablets 
from the reigns of Darius I, Xerxes, and Artaxerxes I, and various Greek and 
Egyptian sources indicate that Artaxerxes I began his reign ten years earlier than 
universally believed, in 475/474, rather than in 465/464. This means that the 20th 
year of Artaxerxes I is 455/454 BCE.  

The evidence is as follows: There are 3 known cuneiform tablets with celestial 
positions that are connected with the reign of Artaxerxes I.% The tablet BM 33478 
was dated in year 24 of Artaxerxes I by Sachs and Hunger, but they admit that the 
celestial positions do not fit that year. A study of the celestial positions in all the 
regnal years of Artaxerxes I, Artaxerxes II, and Artaxerxes III reveals a perfect fit of 
the positions on BM 33478 only in 465/464.  

According to the traditional chronology, this is year 21 of Xerxes and the accession 
year of Artaxerxes I. The cuneiform tablet BM 33478 states that, in the year when 
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the celestial positions were observed, an intercalary Addaru (an extra month 13) was 
added. However, the accession year of Artaxerxes I did not have an intercalary 
Addaru. Therefore, this tablet suggests that the traditional chronology is wrong, and 
465/464 was not the accession year of Artaxerxes I.  

However, the 10th year of Artaxerxes I had an intercalary Addaru, and this may 
suggest that 465/464 was the 10th year, and not the 1st year of the reign of 
Artaxerxes I. The cuneiform tablet BM 32235 mentions the year in which Xerxes 
died, which was his 21st year. Two lunar eclipses are also mentioned on the tablet, 
one whose position in relation to the constellation Sagittarius is described, and the 
other is said to have occurred in month VIII, and its magnitude is described. There 
were two lunar eclipses in the years 465/464 and 475/474, respectively, and it is 
interesting that the eclipses of 475/474 fit the description on the tablet perfectly, 
whereas those of 465/464 fit only approximately. This suggests that 475/474 was 
the accession year of Artaxerxes I, and that his 20th year was 455/454.& 

Based on the 20th year of Artaxerxes I  being 455/454, the first seven weeks (49 
years) it took to build the city ended in 406/405, and the following 62 weeks, at the 
end of which the Messiah would appear, ended in the year 29/30 CE. This fits exactly 
the time when Jesus Christ started his work.  
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The mothers of John the Baptist and Jesus were relatives, and according to Luke 
1:36, John was six months older than Jesus. This affects the timing of Jesus’ public 
ministry, as Luke 3:1-2 dates the start of John the Baptist’s mission to the 15th year 
of Emperor Tiberius. Tiberius had a joint rule of the provinces with Augustus, 
probably from October 12 CE. Augustus died on 19 August 14 CE (Julian 
calendar),'  and on 17 September 14 CE (Julian calendar),(  the senate named Tiberius 
emperor; thus, the 15th year of Tiberius can be counted from three different dates.  

Because Luke 3:1 uses the words “=,/&4-4  Tiberius,” and the title “Emperor” 
was first applied to Tiberius after the death of Augustus, we can exclude October 12 
CE as the date to count from, so we are left with 19 August or 17 September of the 
year 14 CE. John the Baptist began his mission in the 15th year of Tiberius Caesar, 
which corresponds to a period between August 28, 28 CE, and August 29, 29 CE. 
Because John the Baptist was six months older than Jesus, and assuming both Jesus 
and John started their missions at the age of 30, Jesus began his public service 
between February/March 29 CE and February/March 30 CE.)  This is 483 years after 
the 20th year of Artaxerxes I. 

Table 2.1 lists the rulers mentioned in the 15th year of Tiberius in Luke 3:1, and 
their regnal years show that the prophecy in Daniel 9:24–27 was fulfilled in the year 
29/30 CE. A person who can write in detail and accurately about the future must 
have been directed by God, and he must be an honest person. When such a person 
dates the different visions of his book, we must accept these dates as correct. 
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Could ordinary people in the days of Jesus understand the prophecy about the 69 
weeks?  The obvious answer is Yes. The basic principle for understanding the time 
prophecies in the Bible is that every account in the Scriptures is included with a 
specific purpose and meaning. And the purpose is, of course, that the servants of 
God should understand his word. 

Luke 3:15 (NIV) says:  

X&)!5)#5:)!()$)!('*%*+2!)K5)0%'+%:C!'+3!()$)!'::!(#+3)$*+2!*+!%&)*$!&)'$%/!*,!<#&+!-*2&%!
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John the Baptist started his work in the year before Jesus, or in the year 29, when 
Jesus began his work. Luke shows that the people at that time were “waiting 
expectantly” for the Messiah. Some people argue that this expectation was based on 
the testimony of the shepherds when Jesus was born, and the situation with the 
astrologers at a later time. But if the people were aware of the birth of the Messiah, 
then the Messiah had already come, so why should they continue to be “waiting 
expectantly” for the Messiah? Moreover, why would the people expect the Messiah 
30 years after his birth? 

The only place where the Messiah is mentioned in the Hebrew Scriptures is in 
Daniel 9:25, and “"/$<"3.),/)” (“the Christ”), which is the Greek equivalent to the 
Hebrew 4J)"@'"$was used by Luke. This suggests that Luke and the people had Daniel 
9:25 in mind. The beginning of the Zadokite document from Qumran says: 
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The mentioned time started when Jerusalem was destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar, 
which was 607 BCE. If we count 390 years from this year, we come to 217 BCE. By 
adding 20 years more, we come to the year 197 BCE. Then the teacher of 
righteousness came into the scene, and the Qumran community was established. The 
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quoted words show that the Qumran community could calculate the correct time, 
year by year, back to the days of Nebuchadnezzar II. And other people could, of 
course, do the same. 

Time could be calculated into the past in two ways, 1) by the use of the Seleucid 
calendar, which started in 312 BCE, when Seleucus Nicator conquered Babylon, and 
2) by counting sabbath years. In 1 Maccabees 4:52, for example, we read about the 
one hundred and forty-eighth year of the Seleucid calendar. 

The word of Nehemiah to restore and build Jerusalem was uttered in year 20 of 
Artaxerxes I when Nehemiah arrived in Jerusalem. (Nehemiah 2:1–8) The actions of 
Nehemiah of reading the whole law (8:18), which should be done on The Festival of 
Booths in the sabbath year, suggest that this year was a sabbath year. The releasing 
events mentioned in 5:7–12 support this conclusion. If this is correct, the Jews could 
simply count the sabbath years, including the Jubilee years, back to Nehemiah’s 
arrival in Jerusalem, and find the beginning of the 483 years (69 weeks). 

Josephus wrote his books at the end of the first century CE. He mentions several 
sabbath years in BCE, and this indicates that he must have had lists of sabbath years.!'  

The evidence suggests that people in the first part of the 1st century CE could 
calculate the 70 weeks; therefore, they were “waiting expectantly” for the Messiah 
when John the Baptist started his work. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

ÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐ 
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The appointed times of the nations are mentioned in the prophecy of Jesus 

regarding his second coming and presence. His words show that his followers 

should be able to understand and calculate the length of the appointed times of 

the nations. 

The chapter shows that there is both a linguistic and thematic parallel 

between Luke 21:24, where the appointed times of the nations is mentioned, and 

Daniel chapter 4, where 7 appointed times are mentioned. The conclusion is 

that the appointed times of the nations, represent 7 appointed times, and 

calculated in the same way as the 69 weeks in Daniel chapter 9, taking one day 

for each year, the length of the appointed times of the nations is 2,520 years. 

The beginning of these times is the destruction of Jerusalem by 

Nebuchadnezzar II, which is universally believed to have occurred in 587 BCE. 

The chapter refers to Babylonian astronomical data and to historical 

documents from different countries. The conclusion is that Jerusalem was 

destroyed in 607 BCE, and that the times of the nations of 2,520 years ended 

in 1914 CE. 

 
The expression “the appointed times of the nations” is found in Luke 21:24, in 

the great prophecy of Jesus about his presence and his coming as the judge of all the 
nations in the great tribulation. I quote Luke 21:24-33: 
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Jesus says that when his followers see “these things occurring,” which includes the 
sign consisting of events in the world and the fulfillment of the appointed times of 
the nations, they should know that “the kingdom of God is near.” But they should 
not know the day and hour for the coming (#3<"/4'.) of the Son of man as the judge 
in the great tribulation. We should have this in mind when we now study the 
expression, “the appointed times of the nations.” 

!"#$*'+),$'/$1#,&,$,"'*$("-($"2,$/'00'*#+,$,"'&0)$;#$-;0#$('$&.)#+,(-.)$
-.)$:-0:&0-(#$("#$-77'2.(#)$(2<#,$'/$("#$.-(2'.,8$'

4*)(*)8'30+'%+4+%+)1+'/4'30+'$../*)3+('3*#+! '
/4'30+')$3*/)! '

One key to understanding the Holy Scriptures, as I demonstrated in the second 
chapter, is the belief that every account in the Scriptures is included with a specific 
purpose and has a specific meaning. This includes the expression “the appointed 
times of the nations (<'.3/.$#,"%F%). In addition to this basic principle, Jesus said that 
his followers should understand what these words referred to, as I have shown 
previously. 

Matthew 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21 offer many clues to understanding the different 
expressions, particularly that the same things are sometimes expressed in different 
words from different angles. But there is nothing in these three chapters that can 
throw any light on the meaning and fulfillment of “the appointed times of the 
nations.” 

Because this expression should be understood, the next step is to search for the 
Greek words <'.3/) (“appointed time”) and #,"%/) (“nation”) in The Christian Greek 
Scriptures. The word <'.3/) occurs 80 times. But only in two places is the word 
connected with a particular time period that is fulfilled: in Mark 1:15 (above) and 
Revelation 12:14 (below). 
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The words in Mark evidently refer to the prophecy in Daniel 9:24-27 about the 69 
weeks until the Messiah should come. This appointed time was fulfilled in the year 
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29 CE, and therefore, cannot refer to the appointed times of the nations, which, 
according to the context, would last after the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 CE. 

The first verse in Revelation says that the prophecies of this book refer to a time 
after the book was written, about 98 CE. Therefore, the mentioned 3 1/2 appointed 
times cannot refer to “the appointed times of the nations,” which, according to Luke 
21:22-24, would include the situation in Jerusalem in the last part of the first century 
CE.  

This means that we cannot find any clue in The Christian Greek Scriptures 
regarding the meaning and reference of the appointed times of the nations. 
Therefore, we must look for clues in The Hebrew Scriptures.  

Let us first do some reasoning. 
In Matthew 24:15, Jesus urged readers to exercise discernment regarding “the 

disgusting thing that causes desolation.” Jesus may or may not at this time have made 
some comments regarding the identity of this disgusting thing (Matthew 24:15, 16; 
Luke 21:20, 21), but Jesus exhorted his followers to use discernment. To do that, the 
disciples who did not hear the Hebrew words of Jesus at the time he uttered them 
had to rely on the later recorded Greek translation of his words, +*#-&;4'$,E)$#3E4F)#F), 
while those who heard Jesus’ words could look for the Hebrew words he used.  

How could they come to an understanding of these words by using discernment? 
By looking up similar words in the Septuagint, or, if Hebrew was their mother 
tongue, by looking for Hebrew words with a similar meaning. In both cases, only 
four passages containing a reference to “disgusting thing(s)” can be identified, 
namely, Daniel 8:13, 9:27; 11:31; and 12:11. By reading these passages in context, 
could help the identification of the disgusting thing. 

This is an important principle: When prophetic words appear in The Christian 
Greek Scriptures, we must look to The Hebrew Scriptures to determine whether they 
come from one of the Hebrew books. This is especially important when the Christian 
Greek Scriptures offer few clues about the meaning of particular prophetic words.  

In his great prophecy, Jesus referred several times to the book of Daniel. In 
Matthew 24:1, 2, he referred to the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple, which 
is mentioned in Daniel 9:26, 27, in Matthew 24:21, he referred to the great tribulation, 
which is mentioned in Daniel 12:1. In Mathew 24:30 and 25:31, he referred to the 
Son of man, who is mentioned in Daniel 7:13. Moreover, the Kingdom of God is 
the principal theme of Daniel, as it is also the theme in the great prophecy of Jesus. 
(Matthew 24:14; 25:31) And there are some words in the Greek text of Matthew 24 
whose equivalents are found in the Hebrew text of Daniel, such as )8%,#-#.'$
(“conclusion”; Hebrew, IE,)), which is used 23 times in Daniel and one time in 
Matthew 24:3. There can be no doubt that Jesus had Daniel in mind when he uttered 
his great prophecy. 

1#,&,$+#/#++#)$('$("#$;''6$'/$C-.2#0$,#>#+-0$(2<#,$2.$"2,$3+#-($7+'7"#:58$
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The Greek words of Jesus in Luke 21:24, <'.3/.$#,"%F%, have no other clues in Luke 
except that the subject is “Jerusalem.” Therefore, if these words are to have any 
meaning for us, we must look for clues in the Hebrew Scriptures.  

The first question to ask is in which language the words were uttered. Jesus either 
used Hebrew or Aramaic, and the evidence suggests that he spoke Hebrew to his 
disciples. However, the evangelists show that Jesus also used Aramaic words. If Jesus 
spoke in Hebrew, he most likely used the plural form of 4FHE*,$where Luke has <'.3/). 
Both the word 4FHE* and the word <'.3/) refer to a specific time, an appointed time. 
If we look at the passages where this word is used in the Hebrew Scriptures, we find 
that it is stipulated by numbers indicating specific times only once, in Daniel 12:7: 
“one appointed time, appointed times and a half.” Both the Greek Septuagint and 
Theodotion!(  use <'.3/) in this passage.  

In the Aramaic text of Daniel 7:25, we find the same numbers mentioned, and the 
Aramaic word used is H.**J%, which shows that H.**J% in Aramaic and 4FHE* in Hebrew 
both refer to an appointed time. Interestingly, both the Septuagint and Theodotion 
use <'.3/) both in Daniel 7:25 and 12:7. The Aramaic word H.**J% is also stipulated by 
numbers in Daniel 4:16, 23, 25, 32. Thus, we see that there are only three chapters in 
the Hebrew Scriptures where the Hebrew or Aramaic word for “appointed time” is 
stipulated or qualified by a particular number. 

If Jesus spoke Aramaic or used Aramaic words, he would have used H.**J% in Luke 
21:24, but because people in his day understood both Hebrew and Aramaic, 
regardless of which language Jesus used, the three mentioned chapters in Daniel 
would be the only ones that could be antecedents of <'.3/.$#,"%F%$in Luke 21:24.  

While the Hebrew 4FHE*$of Daniel 12:7 and the Aramaic H.**J% of 7:25 are 
translated by <'.3/) in the Septuagint and in Theodotion, the four examples of H.**J% 
in Daniel 4:16, 23, 25, 32 are translated by the plural form of #,/) (“year”) in the 
Septuagint and by <'.3/) in Theodotion. The rendering #,/) in the Septuagint is an 
interpretative translation, which deviates from the usual rendering of <'.3/)$for H.**J%. 
And as mentioned, the Greek translation of Theodotion, which is much closer to the 
Hebrew and Aramaic texts of Daniel than the Septuagint, and which is the one that 
is quoted most often by the writers in The Christian Greek Scriptures, has <'.3/) also 
in Daniel 4:16, 23, 25, 32. 

Thus, one or more of the three mentioned passages must have been what Jesus 
had in mind in Luke 21:24. But which one? The contexts of Daniel 7:25 and 12:7 
indicate that the mentioned time periods are fulfilled during the time of the end, 
during the presence of Jesus Christ. Because the appointed times of the nations 
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include events from the first century CE, Daniel 7:25 and 12:7 cannot be the 
appointed times of the nations. 

Whether Jesus used the Hebrew word 4FHE* or the Aramaic word H.**J%, the natural 
Greek equivalent for a writer of the Christian Greek Scriptures to choose would be 
<'.3/). This shows that there is a definite "'()1'*$'3$link between Luke 21:24 and 
Daniel 4:16, 23, 25, 32. 
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In Luke 21:24, the city of Jerusalem is connected with the appointed times of the 
nations. Jerusalem would be trampled upon by the nations during the appointed 
times of the nations. But what is the reference of “Jerusalem”? 

30+'%+4+%+)1+'/4':5+%"!$,+#;'*)',"<+'=>?=@''  

Most people would take the word “Jerusalem” as a reference to the city of 
Jerusalem, which is mentioned in the context. But that is not necessarily the case. 

In the Bible, a city can have at least three references: 1) the inhabitants of the city, 
2) the material part of the city (houses, walls, and brickwork), and 3) what the city 
represents or stands for. The city as a geographical place is referred to in Matthew 
2:1, and the inhabitants are referred to when “Capernaum” is used in Matthew 11:23. 
The most important use in our context is 3), so let us look at some examples. Second 
Kings 23:19 speaks of “the towns of Samaria.” But “Samaria,” which itself was a 
town, evidently represented or stood for the whole Northern Kingdom; the same is 
true in Ezekiel 16:46.  

On this basis, when we find the word “Jerusalem” in Luke 21:24, we cannot at the 
outset know what it refers to. When we look at the use of cities in prophetic contexts 
in the Hebrew Scriptures, what the prophets evidently had in mind, in most cases, is 
what the city represented.  This suggests that “Jerusalem” in Jesus’ prophecy in Luke 
21:24 refers neither to the people of Jerusalem nor to the city as a geographical place, 
but rather to Jerusalem in its representative sense. 

Against this, it can be argued that Jesus had the literal destruction of the city of 
Jerusalem in mind, as shown in Luke 21:20, and that in this verse, “Jerusalem” must 
refer to the city and its inhabitants. So, if “Jerusalem” in verse 24 does not refer to 
the literal city of Jerusalem, then the single word “Jerusalem” must be used in two 
different senses in the near context of verses 20 and 24. But is this natural? 
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Taking Biblical patterns into account, there is nothing strange or uncommon in 
such use. In Matthew 2:1, “Jerusalem” refers to the city as a geographical area, but 
in verse 3, “Jerusalem” refers to the inhabitants of the city. In Matthew 11:23, 24, 
Jesus first uses “Sodom” to refer to the city, but “the land of Sodom” refers to the 
inhabitants. It is even possible to use a single definite substantive in two different 
senses within the context of the same thought or sentence.  

In John 2:19, we read: ‘“In answer Jesus said to them: “Break down this 
temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” Grammatically the pronoun “it” must 
refer to “this temple” (the literal temple), but in verse 20, it is stated that he referred 
to “the temple of his body.” This means that “the temple” that should be broken 
down was the literal temple in Jerusalem, but the temple that should be raised up was 
a spiritual one. The references of words can also change in prophecies. 

[5==4149"!X;4;!2=!\U41X;8>4]^!89[!\5;184>^  

If Jesus in Luke 21:24 had the literal city Jerusalem in mind, this would require 
that the Jews continued to be God’s chosen people, or at least that they would 
become his chosen people again at the end of the appointed times of the nations. 
However, this contradicts the Scriptures. Exodus 19:5, 6 shows that the Jews would 
not always be the people of God, but only if they fulfilled the condition of obeying 
Jehovah’s laws. The people did not do that, and at a certain point in time, they 
received their last chance to repent during a period of seventy weeks. (Daniel 9:24–
27) When they did not repent, they were rejected. On this basis, it would be strange 
if Jesus uttered a prophecy alluding to a restoration of the literal city of Jerusalem at 
the end of those “appointed times of the nations”.  

In the Christian Greek Scriptures, “Israel” can refer to two distinct groups. In 
Galatians 6:16, Paul speaks of “the Israel of God,” implying that there is another 
Israel that does not belong to God. The same is implied by the words “Israel in a 
fleshly way” in 1 Corinthians 10:18, and it is explicitly stated in Romans 9:6–8.  

It is interesting to see how this difference between the two Israels or Jerusalems 
is expressed in the prophecies. For example, in Isaiah chapter 60 there is a prophecy 
regarding Zion or Jerusalem (v. 14). The words of this prophecy are not applied to 
fleshly Jews or to the literal Jerusalem, but rather to the “New Jerusalem,” as the 
following parallels show: 

!"#$%&; (' &<022%6%-/&8,%,&12&=>%68,"$%:?&

Isaiah 60:1–2, 19 Revelation 21:23 
Isaiah 60:3 Revelation 21:24 
Isaiah 60:11, 20 Revelation 21:25 
Isaiah 60:5 Revelation 21:26 

Jeremiah 31:31 has a prophecy about a new covenant “with the house of Israel 
and with the house of Judah.” These words are quoted in Hebrews 8:7–13, and it is 
implied that the law covenant would be abolished. Then the words of Jeremiah are 



 44 

quoted in Hebrews 9:14, 15, and it is shown that “Israel” and “Judah” in the 
prophecy do not refer to the literal “Israel” and “Judah,” but to “the ones (anointed 
Christians) who have been called.” Based on the passages above, we must conclude 
that it is extremely unlikely that the prophetic use of “Jerusalem” in Luke 21:24 refers 
to the literal city Jerusalem or its inhabitants. 

U4;X;_!X;4!2=!=5WX18"5<4!`21[;!59!35;!W148"!01203467 !

In Matthew 24:2, Jesus speaks about the destruction of the temple in Jerusalem. 
The disciples connected this with the return and presence of Jesus and the conclusion 
of the system of things. Jesus described a sign of events that would occur in the first 
century, culminating in the destruction of the temple and Jerusalem in 70 CE. This 
sign would have its  larger and final fulfillment in the time of the end. 

I compare Matthew 24:15-21 and Luke 21:20-24: 
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I will now compare some events of the sign that literally were fulfilled in Judea 
and its environs, and that have the larger and final fulfillment in the time of the end.  

In the year 66 CE, the armies of the Roman general Gaius Cestius Gallus encircled 
Jerusalem and conquered parts of the city, including parts of the temple area. When 
the armies were on the point of conquering the whole city, they retreated, and the 
city was no longer surrounded. Now the followers obeyed the words of Jesus and 
fled from Judea to the mountains. 

Let us connect this situation with the prophecy of Jesus. If we compare Matthew 
24:15 with Luke 21:20, we understand that the disgusting thing that causes desolation 
was the Roman armies — seeing the disgusting thing and the surrounding armies 
should cause the same reaction of fleeing to the mountains. These armies were 
disgusting because in 66 CE, they stood on the temple area with their banners, which 
they offered to as if they were divine. The Roman armies caused desolation when 
they returned to Jerusalem in 70 CE and destroyed the city. 



 45 

The fulfillment of all the parts of Jesus’ prophecy about the disgusting thing in the 
first century was literal; it happened in Judea, and the city of Jerusalem was destroyed. 
However, the prophecy would have its larger and final fulfillment in the time of the 
end, in the 20th and 21st centuries. And this fulfillment must be both literal and 
figurative. Let us see. 

In chapter 2, I showed that the disgusting thing that causes desolation in the time 
of the end is the organization, the United Nations, represented by the wild beast with 
seven heads and ten horns in Revelation chapter 17. Can we draw a parallel with the 
Roman armies of the 1st century CE? In the first century, the Roman armies 
represented a political entity that would cause the destruction of a religious entity, 
Judea and the city of Jerusalem. In our time, the United Nations is the political entity 
representing all nations of the world. Its symbol, the wild beast, will cause desolation 
of a religious entity, Babylon the Great, all religions in opposition to the true religion 
of the world, which is also mentioned in Revelation chapter 17. The United Nations 
is a disgusting thing because it is hailed as the only hope for mankind for peace and 
security. Thus, it is a rival to the established God’s kingdom. 

When the followers of Jesus saw Jerusalem surrounded by armies, those who were 
in Judea should flee to the mountains. Figuratively, when the United Nations 
ascended from the abyss in 1945, those who saw this should act like those in Judea 
in the first century CE. How so? 

The religious entity that corresponds to Judea and Jerusalem is Babylon the Great, 
which will be desolated and destroyed by the United Nations. Fleeing to the 
mountains during the time when the United Nations is visible is expressed in 
Revelation 18:4: 
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The followers of Jesus who were in Judea and Jerusalem in the first century CE, 
and who did not flee to the mountains, probably lost their lives. Those who do not 
get out of Babylon the great will experience “death and mourning and famine” 
according to 18:8. 

The last clauses of the quotation above from Luke 21:24 say: 
'+3!<M[YQIJMU!(*::!;)!%$'-5:)3!#+!;C!%&)!+'%*#+/1!.+%*:!%&)!'55#*+%)3!%*-)/!#,!%&)!+'%*#+/!
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The reason for my long discussion above of the literal and figurative application 
of the disgusting thing that causes desolation is to find the meaning and reference of 
“Jerusalem” in verse 24.  
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What does “Jerusalem” refer to at the point of time when the appointed times of 
the nations are fulfilled? 

In the literal fulfillment in the first century of Jesus’ prophecy, Judea was a literal 
district, and Jerusalem was a literal city from which those who saw the Roman armies 
should flee. In the bigger and final figurative fulfillment, Judea and Jerusalem 
represent Babylon the Great, from which people who see and understand the 
function of the United Nations must flee. 

In a similar way, the destruction in 70 CE was of the literal city of Jerusalem, and 
the inhabitants of Judea and Jerusalem, literally speaking, would “fall by the edge of 
the sword and be led captive into all the nations,” as Luke 21:24 says. But the word 
“Jerusalem” at the end of the appointed times of the nations does not refer to the 
literal city Jerusalem more than Judea refers to the literal district in the Middle East. 
I will show in the next section that the word “Jerusalem” in Luke 21:14 refers to the 
kingdom of God, which is the setting and the basic theme of the great prophecy of 
Jesus. 

30+'6/%(':5+%"!$,+#;'$!'30+'<*)8(/#'/4'8/('  

When we reject a literal interpretation of “Jerusalem” in Luke 21:24, we need to 
find a definition of its prophetic use. Jehovah gave David a promise of an everlasting 
kingdom (1 Chronicles 17:11–15), and this kingdom was associated with Jerusalem. 
(1 Chronicles 29:23; Isaiah 24:23; Jeremiah 3:17) Jerusalem is called “the town of the 
grand King” (Psalm 48:1, 2), and Jesus applied these words to Jerusalem in his day, 
even though there was no human king in the city. (Matthew 5:35) The prophecies in 
Isaiah chapter 60 about Jerusalem, which I have quoted above, are applied to the 
heavenly Jerusalem, which is God’s kingdom, in Revelation 21:23-26. 

Hebrews 11:10 refers to “a city,” which Abraham waited for, and in 12:22, this 
city is called “heavenly Jerusalem.” In Hebrews 12:28, we learn that this city 
represents “a kingdom that cannot be shaken,” and this kingdom must be God’s 
Kingdom. The difference between the literal Jerusalem and “the one to come” is also 
mentioned in Hebrews 13:14.  
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The word “until” in Luke 21:24 indicates that the trampling of “Jerusalem” (the 
Kingdom of God) would end at a certain point of time, when “the appointed times 
of the nations” ended. Thus, a restoration is implied in the words of Luke 21:24, and 
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this restoration is prophetically mentioned in many places in the Bible, including in 
Acts 3:19-21. Taking this restoration as a point of departure helps us to see that 
“Jerusalem” stands for the Kingdom of God and also helps us to understand how 
this Kingdom was trampled upon during the appointed times of the nations. 

A restoration is mentioned in Acts 15:15, 16, namely, “to rebuild the booth of 
“David”. (Amos 9:11, 12)!)  What is this “booth of David”? The Watchtower$of 1949, 
page 281, answers that it is “the royal house of David made up of the heirs to the 
kingdom covenant,” and this is a good explanation. The first members of this royal 
house were connected with the Christian congregation from the day of Pentecost in 
33 CE. 

The prophecy about the booth of David and its restoration parallels Luke 21:24 
because David’s booth represents the Kingdom of God or Jehovah’s throne on the 
earth, and this dynasty of kings is connected with Jerusalem. (1 Chronicles 29:23) 
Thus, the restoration of “Jerusalem” after “the appointed times of the nations” have 
ended is another way of speaking about the rebuilding of “the booth of David”. This 
“booth” did not fall in 70 CE, when Jerusalem was destroyed (as implied in Luke 
21:20–23), but it fell when the last king of David’s dynasty, Zedekiah, lost his 
kingdom in 607 BCE. (Ezekiel 21:26, 27) 

30+'2+8*))*)8'/4'30+'3%$#.,*)8  

The Greek verb 5',#F$(“tread on; trample”) is rendered by Bible translations with 
future tense: “and Jerusalem will be trampled on by the nations.”  Would not the 
future tense contradict the view that the trampling already had begun some time ago 
and had continued for many years by the time Jesus gave the prophecy? Not 
necessarily.  

In the Christian Greek Scriptures, the future tense occurs 1,625 times, of which 
18 are periphrastic futures, i.e., constructions with a finite verb in the future tense 
followed by a participle. In Luke chapter 21, we find 26 examples of simple future 
and three examples of periphrastic future. So, the question is whether there is a 
difference in meaning between simple future and periphrastic future in the Christian 
Greek Scriptures. 

When we consider this question, we should keep in mind that rarely can we say 
something like: “Because of the use of this particular tense, this author ,1*$ $
mean . . .” We can better say: “The use of this particular tense 3-44-2-4!$&* this 
meaning . . .” The simple future and periphrastic future can have about the same 
meaning, and they can also have different meanings. In Luke 21, Jesus‘ words are 
quoted; which form of the Hebrew or Aramaic verb could he have used in Luke 
21:24?  

Because Luke only used periphrastic future in 2.6 percent of instances with future 
reference, i.e., Luke makes an exception in his default use of tense and deliberately 
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shifts to periphrastic future, it is logical that the Hebrew or Aramaic verbs used in 
these instances had a different meaning compared with the verbs used in the other 
97.4 percent instances. 

We find an example that is a good parallel in 2 Samuel 7:16:  
?+3!C#.$!&#./)! '+3!C#.$!J*+23#-! (*::! 0)$%'*+:C! ;)! /%)'3,'/%!VX&)!4)5%.'2*+%H! /*-5:)!
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 The important point in this passage is that at its time of writing, David already 
had ruled as a king for many years. Nevertheless, the passage says that his kingdom 
“will be steadfast” and “will become firmly established” to time indefinite. This 
shows that both Greek simple future and periphrastic future can refer to a future 
situation, which is already in place and has held for some time. Why did the Greek 
translator choose a periphrastic future in this verse? Probably because the Hebrew 
text has an imperfect of the verb “to be/become” plus a passive participle. 

 We also find an interesting example in Isaiah 47:7:  
?+3!C#.!J)5%!/'C*+2H!X#!%*-)! *+3),*+*%)!@!/&'::!5$#6)!%#! ;)!VX&)!4)5%.'2*+%H!,.%.$)! t!
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The daughter of the Chaldeans was already the mistress, but her wish was that this 
should continue forever. This is expressed in the Septuagint by a periphrastic future, 
but the Hebrew text has no participle, but only an imperfect of the verb “to 
be/become.” This indicates that both the Hebrew imperfect and the imperfect plus 
participle, and the Greek simple future and periphrastic future, can refer to a situation 
that has existed for some time and will continue into the future. 

The problem in both languages is that there is no single verb form that can 
unambiguously convey that a situation has existed for some time and will continue 
into the future. This means that to signal such a thought, either two verbs (one 
referring to the past/present and one to the future) must be used, or the context, 
together with the use of one verb or a combination of one finite verb and a participle 
could also signal that situation.  

A situation that has existed for a long time and will continue into the future is a 
special situation. The easiest way to signal such a situation would be to use a verb 
construction that is special (or rare) as well. The use of imperfect + participle is very 
rare in Hebrew, so when such a construction occurs, the reader may rightly expect 
something unusual. The same is true in Greek, where a future plus participle is rare 
as well.  

Thus, the rare use of a periphrastic future in Luke 21:24 would be a strong way to 
signal that the trampling upon “Jerusalem” had lasted for some time and would 
continue into the future—rather than using a simple future. And because the 
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periphrastic future is so rare in Greek, it is most likely a translation of a Hebrew 
imperfect plus participle."*  

We also have some interesting examples in The Christian Greek Scriptures. In 
Acts 13:10, we read:  
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Clearly, the actions described by the periphrastic future in this verse do not solely 
refer to the future, because this man evidently had already distorted the ways of 
Jehovah for some time. 

In Mark 13:13 we read: 
!'+3!C#.!(*::!;)!#;Y)0%/!#,!&'%$)3!V,.%.$)!5:./!5$)/)+%!5'$%*0*5:)W!;C!'::!5)#5:)!#+!'00#.+%!
#,!-C!+'-)7! !

The disciples had already been an object of hatred when these words were uttered. 
And in Acts 6:4 we read:  
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Most manuscripts have a simple future in this verse, but Codex Cantabrigiensis 
(D) has future + present participle. The twelve had already “devoted themselves to 
prayer,” and they would continue to do so into the future as well. 

The passages above show that a periphrastic future may describe a situation that 
has already lasted for some time while also indicating that it will continue into the 
future. This shows that the expression “Jerusalem will be trampled on by the 
nations,” expressed with the periphrastic future, need not refer only to the future; 
the trampling may have been occurring for some time already when Luke wrote his 
book. 
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The book of Daniel is the only biblical book where the words HE,$IE,) (“time of the 
end”) is mentioned, and nations coming and going on the world scene are put into a 
temporal frame relative to the Kingdom of God. (Daniel 2:36-45; 7:3–12; 8:3–25; 
11:2–45; 12:7–13) The time of the coming of the Messiah, the king of God’s 
Kingdom, is also mentioned (9: 24–27), and so it would be fitting if the time of the 
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coming of the Messiah in the power of the Kingdom and the elevation of the booth 
of David would be mentioned as well. 

The dream of Nebuchadnezzar II was given at a critical time in the history of 
God’s people, when the Davidic dynasty was cut down, and the person who received 
the dream was the one who executed it as the acting servant of Jehovah. The subject 
of the dream is, according to Daniel 4:17: 
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Clearly, the dream relates to the Kingdom of God! 
Trees, twigs, and stumps are often used to symbolize kingdoms and dynasties of 

kings. (Ezekiel 17:1–24; particularly v. 23) Isaiah 10:33–11:10 shows how trees that 
represent kingdoms will be cut down, but a twig out of the stump of Jesse will be 
fruitful. Also, in Jeremiah 23:5 and Zechariah 6:12–13, the Messiah is depicted as a 
sprout. In Isaiah 53:3, 7–9, the Messiah is portrayed as “$%&#"-+"'&*$#-6#,!(L'(5 
(cf. Matthew 11:29), which fits the description of “$%&#"-+"'&*$#-6#,!(L'(5,” whom 
God “sets up over” the kingdom. (Daniel 4:17) 

Just as a city that is the capital of a kingdom can symbolize the whole kingdom; 
similarly, a tree can symbolize a kingdom. I quote Daniel 4:10-17 (above) and Luke 
21:24 (below): 

&)!I=M#(!%&)!6*/*#+/!#,!-C!&)'3!.5#+!-C!;)3!@!&'55)+)3!%#!;)!;)&#:3*+21!'+31!:##J\!I)
K[MM)NO)KLM)UNTQK)SW)KLM)MI[KLV)KLM)LMNPLK)SW)ZLN`L)ZIQ)NUUMOQM7$&&$X&)!%$))!2$)(!.5!'+3!
;)0'-)!/%$#+21!'+3!*%/!6)$C!&)*2&%!,*+'::C!$)'0&)3!%&)!&)'6)+/1!'+3!*%!('/!6*/*;:)!%#!%&)!
)K%$)-*%C!#,!%&)!(&#:)!)'$%&7$&'$@%/!,#:*'2)!('/!,'*$1!'+3!*%/!,$.*%!('/!';.+3'+%1!'+3!%&)$)!
('/!,##3!,#$!'::!#+!*%7!R+3)$!*%!%&)!;)'/%!#,!%&)!,*):3!(#.:3!/))J!/&'3)1!'+3!#+!*%/!;#.2&/!
%&)!;*$3/!#,!%&)!&)'6)+/!(#.:3!3()::1!'+3!,$#-!*%!'::!,:)/&!(#.:3!,))3!*%/):,7!
&"$I=@! 0#+%*+.)3! ;)&#:3*+2! *+! %&)! 6*/*#+/! #,! -C! &)'3! .5#+! -C! ;)31! '+31! :##J\! '!
('%0&)$1!)6)+!'!&#:C!#+)1!0#-*+2!3#(+!,$#-!%&)!&)'6)+/!%&)-/):6)/7!&!$B)!('/!0'::*+2!
#.%!:#.3:C1!'+3!%&*/!*/!(&'%!&)!('/!/'C*+2H!I(,%2 )KLM)K[MM)TSZOV)IOT)`YK)SWW)NKQ)gSYPLQa)
3,1:- )SWW)NKQ)WSJNIPMV)IOT)Q`IKKM[)NKQ)W[YNKIPMa!])%!%&)!;)'/%!,:))!,$#-!.+3)$!*%1!'+3!%&)!
;*$3/!,$#-!*%/!;#.2&/7$&+$B#()6)$1!]r?ur !*%/!$##%/%#0J!*%/):,!*+!%&)!)'$%&1!)6)+!(*%&!'!
;'+3*+2!#,!*$#+! '+3!#,!0#55)$1! '-#+2!%&)!2$'//!#,!%&)! ,*):3N! '+3!(*%&!%&)!3)(!#,!%&)!
&)'6)+/!:)%!*%!;)!()%1!'+3!(*%&!%&)!;)'/%!:)%!*%/!5#$%*#+!;)!'-#+2!%&)!6)2)%'%*#+!#,!%&)!
)'$%&7$&*$.MK)NKQ)LMI[K)gM)`LIOPMT)W[SU)KLIK)SW)UIOcNOTV)IOT)JMK)KLM)LMI[K)SW)I)gMIQK)gM)
PN\MO)KS)NKV)IOT)JMK)QM\MO)KNUMQ)V6#!!,%#%W!RIQQ)S\M[)NKa!&#$8C!%&)!3)0$))!#,!('%0&)$/!%&)!%&*+2!
*/1!'+3!E;CF!%&)!/'C*+2!#,!&#:C!#+)/!%&)!$)T.)/%!*/1!KS)KLM)NOKMOK)KLIK)RMSRJM)JN\NOP)UIX)
cOSZ)KLIK)KLM);SQK),NPL)NQ)$YJM[)NO)KLM)cNOPTSU)SW)UIOcNOT)IOT)KLIK)KS)KLM)SOM)ZLSU)
LM)ZIOKQ)KSV)LM)PN\MQ)NK)IOT)LM)QMKQ)YR)S\M[)NK)M\MO)KLM)JSZJNMQK)SOM)SW)UIOcNOT7D!!
'! !'+3!%&)C!(*::!,'::!;C!%&)!)32)!#,!%&)!/(#$3!'+3!;)!:)3!0'5%*6)!*+%#!'::!%&)!+'%*#+/N!'+3!
<)$./':)-!(*:: !;)!%$'-5:)3!#+!;C!%&)!+'%*#+/1!.+%*:!KLM)IRRSNOKMT)KNUMQ)SW)KLM)OIKNSOQ)I[M)
WYJWNJJMTa!

I have already argued that the “Jerusalem” mentioned in Luke 21:24 stands for 
God’s kingdom. The last words of Daniel 4:17 indicate that the tree also stands for 
God’ kingdom. It was Nebuchadnezzar who lost his mind and ate grass like an 
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animal. But the words “$%&#K-*$#V')%#'*#41"&4#'(#$%&#L'()5-,#-6#,!(L'(5” refer 
to Jehovah God, and he gives the kingdom of mankind to whom he wants and puts 
$%&# "-+"'&*$# -(&# -6# ,!(L'(5#over it. This could not refer to Nebuchadnezzar, 
because God is not installing kings in the nations of the world. 

Based on the discussion above, we are now in a position to outline the parallels between 
Daniel 4:10–17 and Luke 21:24. 

!"#$%&; () &@"6"$$%$,&#%/A%%-&<"-0%$&B&"-.&C85%&)'&

U$'P(A*$a!b!)#$!B&,Q/+a!+%!W+/E! "#$!)'$$!b!)#$!B&,Q/+a!+%!W+/E!

U$'P(A*$a!&(!)'Aa@*$/!+,E! "#$!)'$$!&(!.P)!/+Z,E!

"#$!)'Aa@*&,Q!+..P'(!/P'&,Q!)#$!
A@@+&,)$/!)&a$(!+%!)#$!,A)&+,(E!

"#$!()Pa@!+%!)#$!)'$$!&(!Z&)#+P)!
(@'+P)(!/P'&,Q!A!@$'&+/!+%!($T$,!
A@@+&,)$/!)&a$(E!

U$'P(A*$a!Z&**!,+!*+,Q$'!O$!)'Aa@*$/!
P@+,!A%)$'!)#$!A@@+&,)$/!)&a$(!+%!)#$!
,A)&+,(!#AT$!$,/$/E!

"#$!()Pa@!+%!)#$!)'$$!Z&**!(@'+P)!
A%)$'!($T$,!A@@+&,)$/!)&a$(E#

It is important to note that there is both a topical and a linguistic parallel between 
Daniel chapter 4 and Luke 21:24. The topical (thematic) parallel is seen in Table 3.2, 
and the linguistic parallel is seen in the word <'.3/. (Aramaic H.**J%@%) in Luke 21:24, 
which parallels <'.3/. —(Aramaic H.**J%@%) in Daniel 4:16, 23, 25, 32. 

!"# +#$2,$;'("$-$02.3&2,(2:$-.)$- !('72:-0$V("#<-(2:$W$7-+-00#0$;#(*##.$
D("#$ -77'2.(#)$ (2<#,E$ 2.$ F&6#$ GHIGJ$ -.)$ ("#$ X$ (2<#,$ 2.$ C-.2#0$
:"-7(#+$J8$!"2,$,&33#,(,$("-($*"#.$1#,&,$,7'6#$-;'&($D("#$-77'2.(#)$
(2<#,$'/$("#$.-(2'.,E$"#$"-)$("#$*'+),$'/$C-.2#0$JIHP4$GQ4$GJ4$QG$2.$
<2.)8$!$

Because Luke 21:24 is a part of a prophecy, where only half of what we need is 
written, we must always be open to the possibility that our interpretation (the half 
we need to find ourselves, i.e., the intended application) is wrong. 

However, the words of Jesus that his followers should understand his great 
prophecy also include “the appointed times of the nations.” There are only three 
instances in the Hebrew Scriptures where “appointed time” is qualified by a number. 
And only the four instances of the Aramaic word H.**J%@% (Greek, <'.3/.) in Daniel 
chapter 4 occur in a chapter where God’s Kingdom is mentioned.  

Y#:-&,#$("#+#$2,$;'("$-$02.3&2,(2:$-.)$-$('72:-0$7-+-00#0$;#(*##.$F&6#$
GHIGJ$-.)$C-.2#0$:"-7(#+$J4$<5$-7702:-(2'.$'/$("#$-77'2.(#)$(2<#,$'/$
("#$.-(2'.,$"-,$-$,(+'.3$;-,2,8$$
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)"$)4$"!,*/&!-%&"22',*!%1&!,5%+&'(&!-%&
*"!,'*+ &

I will start with a comparison between two important time prophecies, namely, 
Mark 1:15 and Luke 21:24: 

&+$'+3!/'C*+2H!I#LM)IRRSNOKMT)KNUM)LIQ)gMMO)WYJWNJJMT!V)/"5*4W1!'+3!%&)!J*+23#-!#,!>#3!&'/!
3$'(+!+)'$7!!
'! !'+3!%&)C!(*::!,'::!;C!%&)!)32)!#,!%&)!/(#$3!'+3!;)!:)3!0'5%*6)!*+%#!'::!%&)!+'%*#+/N!'+3!
<)$./':)-!(*:: !;)!%$'-5:)3!#+!;C!%&)!+'%*#+/1!.+%*:!KLM)IRRSNOKMT)KNUMQ)SW)KLM)OIKNSOQ)I[M)
WYJWNJJMT)V)/"5*4Wa!

The verb translated as “fulfilled” is 5-#3/F, with the meaning “to fill, make full, fill 
up.” When Jesus spoke about “the appointed time,” he referred to the 69 weeks, or 
483 years, from year 20 of Artaxerxes, which is 455 BCE., to year 29, when Jesus 
began his public ministry as the promised Messiah. These 483 years had now been 
filled, just as a jar is gradually filled by water. 

The same verb 5-#3/F is also used in the prophecy about the appointed times of the 
nations. This suggests that these appointed times, in a similar way, must be filled, just 
as a jar is gradually filled with water. Jesus speaks of the time period as “the appointed 
time” in the singular, viewing the 483 years from a collective perspective. In his great 
prophecy, he speaks of “appointed times” in the plural. By this, he stresses that there 
are a number of times that must be filled before the end of the appointed times of 
the nations, comes. Because the same verb is used, we can conclude that “the 
appointed times of the nations” should be calculated in the same way as the 69 weeks 
or 483 years to the first coming of the Messiah. 

If we accept that the “seven times” in Daniel chapter 4 represent “the appointed 
times of the nations,” first, we must know how many days seven times represent. 
Revelation 11:2, 3 shows that 42 months equal 1,260 days, or 30 days per month. In 
7 years, there are 84 months, which add up to 2,520 days. 

However, since the Davidic line of kings who represented the Kingdom of God 
was not restored a mere 2,520 days after Zedekiah was removed in 607 BCE, we 
must apply the prophetic rule that one day represents one year (Numbers 14:34; 
Ezekiel 4:6) so that the 2,520 days can scripturally have a greater fulfillment. In 
keeping with this, the 7 appointed times would prophetically amount to 2,520 years."!  
As we saw above, “the appointed times of the nations” is the time from the 
destruction of Jerusalem, when the last king of the dynasty of David reigned, until 
God’s heavenly kingdom is established. 

But how do we find the right starting point? Almost all lexicons and textbooks tell 
readers that Jerusalem was destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar II in 587 (or 586) BCE. If 
we count 2,520 years from this time, we arrive in 1934 (or 1935) when nothing 

 
hb7!?/!@!/&#()3!*+!0&'5%)$!h1!%&)!5$#5&)0C!#,!nm!())J/!%#!%&)!0#-*+2!#,!%&)!9)//*'&!-./%!':/#!

;)!0':0.:'%)3!#+!%&)!;'/*/!%&'%!#+)!3'C!$)5$)/)+%/!#+)!C)'$7!
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unusual happened. However, if we start with 607 BCE and calculate 2,520 years, we 
arrive at the year 1914, which was the year of the start of World War I. 

A common problem or tradition in academia is that a conclusion drawn by a 
scholar 50, 100, or even 200 years ago, is authoritatively repeated from generation to 
generation without ever being reexamined or scrutinized for accuracy. Please 
consider the following example: 

I45*+'0&!*/!2##3!,#$!C#.$!&)':%&!;)0'./)!#,!*%/!&*2&!*$#+!0#+%)+%\D!X&*/!0:'*-!&'/!;))+!
$)5)'%)3!#6)$!'+3!#6)$!'2'*+!*+!+.%$*%*#+!;##J/!'+3!&)':%&!-'2'k*+)/!*+!'!2$)'%!5'$%!#,!%&)!
ha%&!0)+%.$C7!U'$%##+*/%/!&'6)!-'3)!./)!#,!*%!,#$!&.-#$#./!3)/*2+1!'+3!0&*:3$)+!&'6)!;))+!
,)31!-#$)!#$!:)//!'2'*+/%!%&)*$!(*::!(*%&!%&*/!2$))+7!Q)%!%&)!0:'*-!%.$+/!#.%!%#!;)!($#+2N!*%/!
;'/*/!*/!'!-*/.+3)$/%'+3*+27!L.)!%#!'!%C5#2$'5&*0':!)$$#$!;C!'!5$*+%)$!#,!%&)!3)0*-':S5#*+%!
:#0'%*#+!*+!%&)!bmha/1!%&)!*$#+!0#+%)+%!('/!5:'0)3!%)+!%*-)/!%##!&*2&7!X&)!)$$#$!('/!+#%!
3*/0#6)$)31!;)0'./)!+#!#+)!-'3)!'+!*+T.*$C1!.+%*:!bmjm!(&)+!>7!P7!]#&$!#,!%&)!R+*6)$/*%C!
#,!"$)*;.$2!$#.%*+):C!0&)0J)3!%&)!#:3!+.-;)$/!'+3!,#.+3!%&'%!%&)C!()$)!($#+27!@%!-'C!;)!
'33)3!%&'%!%&)!*$#+!#,!/5*+'0&!*/!+#%!*+!%&)!,#$-!%&'%!%&)!;#3C!)'/*:C!0'+!';/#$;7'' !

The primary piece of evidence in favor of the year 587 is the Babylonian 
astronomical diary VAT4956. A German article calculating astronomical positions 
on this tablet appeared in 1915,"# and these calculations suggested that 
Nebuchadnezzar II destroyed Jerusalem in 587 BCE. For the next 70 years, the 
conclusions of Neugebauer and Weidner were used in all lexicons and textbooks, 
and no one published an article showing that they had independently translated the 
tablet and checked the astronomical positions obtained in 1915. In 1988, an English 
translation of the tablet was published by H. Hunger."$ This English translation made 
by Hunger was close to the German translation made 73 years earlier, but the volume 
has no astronomical calculations. From the comments at the end of the entry, it 
appears that the calculations made by Neugebauer and Weidner were accepted by 
Hunger."% 

In 2005, I visited the Vorderasiatisches Museum in Berlin. I collated the tablet, 
and I took electronic pictures of its signs. Later, I studied the tablet at magnified 
views of each sign, but several signs were not clearly identifiable. In particular, many 
of the celestial bodies associated with the planets were difficult to identify. I 
discovered that Neugebauer and Weidner had made all their calculations starting one 
day wrong, and Hunger’s comments show that he followed suit. A one-day difference 
in the calculation of lunar positions gives very different results. 

 
hh7!S?#"%?"0;#+"-.1!");$.'$C!bmjm1!5'2)!bn7!
hi 7!d7u7!M).2);'.)$!'+3! r7"7!P)*3+)$1!Ir*+!'/%$#+#-*/0&)$!8)#;'0&%.+2/%)K%!'./!3)-!ij7!<'&$)!

M);.J'3+)/'$/!@@!V`njq`nnW7D!8)$*0&%)!v;)$!3*)!u)$&'+3:.+2)+!3)$!fw+*2:*0&!4x0&/*/0&)+!
>)/)::/0&',%!3)$!P*//)+/0&',%)+!k.!])*5k*21!d&*:#:#2*/0&S&*/%#$*/0&)!f:'//)!nj1h!V^r^GWagamjbmS
cb/:/5!!

hc7!?7!4'0&/!'+3!B7!B.+2)$1!=-.5*%*'#?,/0;#,5#"-0,%!0J"/,."!0E"G.-0T5*'09,D&/*%#,@!u#:.-)!@1!VbmggW7!
h`7!B.+2)$!&'/!($*%%)+!%&'%!&)!+)6)$!&'/!0#::'%)3!%&)!%';:)%!u?Xcm`nN!&)!-'3)!&*/!%$'+/:'%*#+!

;'/)3!#+!;:'0J!'+3!(&*%)!5*0%.$)/!#,!%&)!%';:)%!%'J)+!;),#$)!P#$:3!P'$!@@7!
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On the basis of my study of VAT4956 and several other relevant astronomical 
tablets, I wrote a book dealing with the Neo-Babylonian Chronology."& I calculated 
the 14 lunar positions on VAT4956, and my conclusion for the year 568/567, which 
is the year pointed to by Neugebauer and Weidner and Hunger, is that seven of the 
positions have an excellent fit, five do not fit at all, and two are inaccurate. But all 
the 14 lunar positions have an excellent fit twenty years earlier, in the year 588/87."'  
This suggests that Nebuchadnezzar II conquered Jerusalem in 607 BCE and not in 
587 BCE. 

!"#$ #A:#00#.($ /2($ '/$ ("#$ HJ$ 0&.-+$ 7',2(2'.,$ '.$ Z@!J[RP$ 2.$ ("#$ 5#-+$
R\\]\X4$*"2:"$2,$5#-+$QX$'/$9#;&:"-).#^^-+$BB4$,&33#,(,$("-($5#-+$H\$'/$
9#;&:"-).#^^-+ $BB4$*"#.$1#+&,-0#<$*-,$)#,(+'5#)4$2,$P_X$Y`?8$
9'$ ,:"'0-+$ "-,$ 7&;02,"#)$ -$ ,(&)5$ :'<7-+2.3$ -00$ ("#$ <#.(2'.#)$
:&.#2/'+<$ (-;0#(,4$ ("#$ "2,('+2:-0$;-;50'.<2-.$ (-;0#(, 4$ -.)$ +#0#>-.($
N+##6$-.)$?357(2-.$<-(#+2-0$-,$-$;-,2,$/'+$:-0:&0-(2.3$("#$+#3.-0$5#-+,$
'/$9#;&:"-).#^^-+$BB8$!"&,4$("#$2./'+<-(2'.$2.$("2,$:"-7(#+$2,$&.2%&#$
-.)$ :-.$ '.05$ ;#$ /'&.)$ 2.$ <5$ ;''6$ '.$ @,,5+2-.4$ Y-;50'.2-.4$ -.)$
?357(2-.$:"+'.'0'358 '(See note 25) 

I have also studied cuneiform business tablets dated to the kings of the Neo-
Babylonian Empire. And 90 of these tablets have dates indicating that each Neo-
Babylonian king reigned longer than the traditional chronology allows. This means 
that the traditional chronology is destroyed, and the dated tablets support the view 
that the Neo-Babylonian Empire is 20 years longer than the chronology found in 
lexicons and textbooks. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 
ÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐ 

#*+)#!8+ )1+##!"- )%2)9+1'1:)-$+/#)
0$%0*+(. )

'

!"##$%&' '

Different parts of Jesus# great prophecy refer to different time periods. 

Understanding this is required to understand the prophecy itself. 

Examples of prophecies with two different fulfillments are given, and it is 

demonstrated that the prophecies in Matthew 24:4-22 have two fulfillments. 

One example is the prophecy about the disgusting thing that causes desolation. 

Luke 21:24 about the appointed times of the nations, represents a break in 

the prophecy between events that were fulfilled in the first century and the larger 

and final events that are fulfilled in the time of the end. Based on the parallels 

in Matthew and Mark of this break, we find the following scheme: 

Matthew 24:4-22 Miniature fulfillment  in the first century CE, the 

larger and final fulfillment in the time of the end. 

Matthew 24:23-28 Fulfilled between 70 CE and 1914 

Matthew 24:29-51 Fulfilled in connection with the great tribulation 

)

"34!5]021"8964!2=![4]29;"18"5<4!`21[; !

In Matthew 24, the demonstrative a3Y)0%*6) #<#.%/) (“that, that one, he”) occurs 
10 times, and the demonstrative pronoun "/&,/) (“this, this person or thing”) occurs 
8 times.  Both demonstrative words refer to the past, to words or situations that 
previously were mentioned. But there is also a demonstrative adverb that refers to 
the future, namely ,/,#$(“then, at that time, from that time”), which occurs 8 times 
in Matthew chapter 24. Louw and Nida define this word in the following way: “a 
point of time subsequent to another point of time — ‘then’.” 
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Taking note of these words is important for understanding the nuances of 
particular sentences. And I will refer to them in the discussions of the text. 

In the last chapter, I pointed out that the disciples asked their questions because 
Jesus, with reference to Daniel 9:26, said that Jerusalem and the temple should be 
destroyed. They associated the time of the end mentioned in Daniel 12:4, 5 with the 
return and presence of Jesus, equating it with the destruction of Jerusalem, 
twhichhappened in 70 CE. 

When the disciples asked their questions, no part of the Christian Greek Scriptures 
had yet been written. And today, when we have the whole Bible, we understand that 
the disciples, in reality, asked for two completely different things. Jerusalem and the 
temple would be destroyed in 70 CE, but the time of the end and the return and 
presence of Jesus would occur in the distant future. 

2.'2-%),%+&3,!-&!3'&(4$(,$$5%*!+ &

To understand how Jesus could give one answer to the disciples’ questions that 
included two different things that would happen at two different times, we need to 
recognize that some prophecies have one fulfillment, while others have two 
fulfillments at two different times. I will give two examples of prophecies with a 
double fulfillment. 

The prophet Habakkuk lived in the 8th century BCE, and I quote the prophecy 
in Habakkuk 1:5-7 (above) and Acts 13:40, 41 (below): 

+! I4))1!QGR!5)#5:)1! '-#+2!%&)!+'%*#+/1! '+3! :##J!#+1! '+3! /%'$)! *+! '-'k)-)+%! '%!#+)!
'+#%&)$7!8)! '-'k)3N! ,#$! %&)$)! */! '+! '0%*6*%C! %&'%! #+)! */! 0'$$C*+2! #+!*+!QGR^!3'C/1!
E(&*0&F!QGR!5)#5:)!(*::!+#%!;):*)6)!':%&#.2&!*%!*/!$):'%)37$*$"#$!&)$)!@!'-!$'*/*+2!.5!%&)!
U&':e3)́'+/1!%&)!+'%*#+!;*%%)$!'+3!*-5)%.#./1!(&*0&!*/!2#*+2!%#!%&)!(*3)S#5)+!5:'0)/!#,!
)'$%&!*+!#$3)$!%#!%'J)!5#//)//*#+!#,!$)/*3)+0)/!+#%!;):#+2*+2!%#!*%7$#$"$*2&%,.:! '+3!,)'$S
*+/5*$*+2!*%!*/7!"$#-!*%/):,!*%/!#(+!Y./%*0)!'+3!*%/!#(+!3*2+*%C!2#!,#$%&7!!
!)$X&)$),#$)!/))!%#!*%!%&'%!(&'%!*/!/'*3!*+!%&)!d$#5&)%/!3#)/!+#%!0#-)!.5#+!QGR1!!&$=8)&#:3!
*%1!QGR!/0#$+)$/1! '+3! (#+3)$! '%! *%1! '+3! 6'+*/&! '('C1! ;)0'./)! @! '-! (#$J*+2! '! (#$J!
*+!QGR^!3'C/1! '! (#$J! %&'%!QGR!(*::! ;C! +#! -)'+/! ;):*)6)! )6)+! *,! '+C#+)! $):'%)/! *%!
%#!QGR!*+!3)%'*:7AD!!

Habakkuk’s prophecy was fulfilled when Nebuchadnezzar II destroyed Jerusalem 
in 607 BCE. The words of Paul show that after the time when the prophecy was 
fulfilled on Nebuchadnezzar, there would be someone of whom the Chaldeans were 
a prophetic type. And Jerusalem was destroyed again in 70 CE by the Romans. 

Malachi has a prophecy about the great day when Jehovah will judge his enemies, 
and we read in 4:5, 6: 

+!I]##J\!@!'-!/)+3*+2!%#!QGR!5)#5:)!re:*́Y'&!%&)!5$#5&)%!;),#$)!%&)!0#-*+2!#,!%&)!2$)'%!
'+3!,)'$ S*+/5*$*+2!3'C!#,!<)&#6'&7$*$?+3!&)!-./%!%.$+!%&)!&)'$%!#,!,'%&)$/!;'0J!%#('$3!
/#+/1!'+3!%&)!&)'$%!#,!/#+/!;'0J!%#('$3!,'%&)$/N!*+!#$3)$!%&'%!@!-'C!+#%!0#-)!'+3!'0%.'::C!
/%$*J)!%&)!)'$%&!(*%&!'!3)6#%*+2!E#,!*%F!%#!3)/%$.0%*#+7D!!
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The important point is that God will send Elijah, the prophet, before his “great 
and fear-inspiring day.” This prophecy is quoted two times by Jesus, in Matthew 
11:12-15 (above) and 17:10-13 (below): 
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Jesus shows that the prophet Elijah was the prophetic type, and John the Baptist 
was the antitype — the fulfillment of Malachi’s prophecy that Elijah should come 
before Jehovah’s great and fear-inspiring day. But can we see a problem here, or 
rather a question?  John the Baptist fulfilled Malachi’s prophecy about the coming of 
the prophet Elijah. But Jehovah’s great and fear-inspiring day did not come. How 
can that be? 

The answer is that a miniature fulfillment of Jehovah’s great and fear-inspiring day 
occurred in the year 70, when Jerusalem was destroyed, and 1,1 million people died, 
and 97,000 were captured. However, the larger and final fulfillment of Malachi’s 
prophecy about Elijah and Jehovah’s great and fear-inspiring day was not fulfilled in 
the first century CE. Jesus showed this in his words in Matthew 16:28 – 17:9: 

'%$X$.:C!@!/'C!%#!QGR!%&'%!%&)$)!'$)!/#-)!#,!%&#/)!/%'+3*+2!&)$)!%&'%!(*::!+#%!%'/%)!3)'%&!
'%!'::!.+%*:!,*$/%!KLMX)QMM)KLM)3SO)SW)UIO)`SUNOP)NO)LNQ)cNOPTSU7D$&$4*K!3'C/!:'%)$!<)/./!%##J!
d)%)$!'+3!<'-)/!'+3!<#&+!&*/!;$#%&)$!':#+2!'+3!;$#.2&%!%&)-!.5!*+%#!'!:#,%C!-#.+%'*+!
;C!%&)-/):6)/7$'$?+3!LM)ZIQ)K[IOQWNPY[MT)gMWS[M)KLMU1!'+3!&*/!,'0)!/&#+)!'/!%&)!/.+1!'+3!
&*/!#.%)$!2'$-)+%/!;)0'-)!;$*::*'+%!'/!%&)!:*2&%7$"$1OTV)JSSc])KLM[M)IRRMI[MT)KS)KLMU);SQMQ)
IOT)-iJN!hILV)`SO\M[QNOP)ZNKL)LNUa$!$^)/5#+/*6):C!d)%)$!/'*3!%#!<)/./H!I]#$31!*%!*/!,*+)!,#$!
./!%#!;)!&)$)7!@,!C#.!(*/&1!@!(*::!)$)0%!%&$))!%)+%/!&)$)1!#+)!,#$!C#.!'+3!#+)!,#$!9#/)/!'+3!
#+)!,#$!re:*́Y'&7D$+$P&*:)!&)!('/!C)%!/5)'J*+21!:##J\!'!;$*2&%!0:#.3!#6)$/&'3#()3!%&)-1!
'+31!:##J\!'!6#*0)!#.%!#,!%&)!0:#.31!/'C*+2H!IX&*/!*/!-C!4#+1!%&)!;):#6)31!(&#-!@!&'6)!
'55$#6)3N!:*/%)+!%#!&*-7D$*$?%!&)'$*+2!%&*/!%&)!3*/0*5:)/!,)::!.5#+!%&)*$!,'0)/!'+3!;)0'-)!
6)$C!-.0&!',$'*37$#$X&)+!<)/./!0'-)!+)'$!'+31!%#.0&*+2!%&)-1!/'*3H!I>)%!.5!'+3!&'6)!+#!
,)'$7D$%$P&)+!%&)C!$'*/)3!%&)*$!)C)/1!%&)C!/'(!+#!#+)!;.%!<)/./!&*-/):,!#+:C7$($?+3!'/!%&)C!
()$)!3)/0)+3*+2!,$#-!%&)!-#.+%'*+1!<)/./!0#--'+3)3!%&)-1!/'C*+2H!IX)::!KLM)\NQNSO!%#!
+#!#+)!.+%*:!%&)!4#+!#,!-'+!*/!$'*/)3!.5!,$#-!%&)!3)'37D!

Jesus told his disciples who were present that they should not die before they *!+#
the Son of man coming in his kingdom. This was fulfilled six days later when Jesus 
was transfigured before them. Please note that this was “a vision,” as verse 9 says. 
This vision showed Jesus in his kingdom, with Moses and Elijah by his side. This 
shows that Moses and Elijah were prophetic types, and the antitypes should occur 
when Jesus was present and God’s kingdom was established. 
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Peter was one of those who saw this vision, and he wrote about his experience in 
2 Peter 1:16-18: 
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Peter says in verse 16 that the vision referred to the presence of Jesus. And Jesus 
said in Matthew 16:28 that the vision referred to his kingdom. As I will discuss later, 
the kingdom of God was established when Jesus’ presence started. And this did not 
happen in the first century when John the Baptist was a prophetic antitype of the 
prophet Elijah. But because Moses and Elijah are seen in the vision, this shows that 
they would have antitypes during Jesus’ presence when the heavenly kingdom was 
established, before the real great and fear-inspiring day of Jehovah. 

Revelation was written around 98 CE, and the first verse tells that the fulfillment 
of the symbols of the book will occur in the future. I quote 11:3-7, which has some 
resemblance to the transfiguration of Jesus: 
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The names of Moses and Elijah are not mentioned, but the actions of the two 
witnesses show that they are antitypes of Moses and Elijah. Both the transfiguration 
on the mountain and the account of the two witnesses show that John the Baptist 
was a miniature fulfillment of Malachi’s prophecy that Elijah should come before 
Jehovah’s great and inspiring day. The larger and final fulfillment would occur during 
Jesus’ presence when the kingdom was established. 

%72.%++,'*+&3,!-&!3'&(4$(,$$5%*!+&,*&
8%+4+?&/.%"!&2.'2-%)0 &

The disciples asked for a sign, and one part of the sign was the disgusting thing 
that causes desolation. I quote Matthew 24:15-22: 
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Jesus refers to the book of Daniel and its prophecies about the disgusting thing 
that causes desolation, and Jesus also identified the disgusting thing, according to 
Luke 21:20-24: 
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I mark the parallels in the two accounts with the same colors. The important point 
is that Jesus identifies the disgusting thing that causes desolation with the Roman 
armies that surrounded Jerusalem. When the followers of Jesus saw the disgusting 
thing that causes desolation, they should begin fleeing to the mountains. And when 
they saw Jerusalem surrounded by encamped armies, they should begin fleeing to the 
mountains. The reason was that there would follow a great tribulation, according to 
Matthew 24:21, and that the inhabitants of Jerusalem would fall by the edge of the 
sword and be led captive to all the nations.  

In 66 CE, the Roman general Gaius Cestius Gallus’s armies surrounded Jerusalem. 
But when they were on the point of capturing the city, they retreated. The followers 
of Jesus now saw their opportunity and fled from the city. In 70 CE, the Roman 
general Titus’ armies surrounded the city and destroyed it, and 1,1 million people 
were killed, and 97,000 were taken as prisoners. 

The Roman armies were disgusting in the eyes of God because they stood on the 
holy ground of the temple with their standards, to which they sacrificed. And they 
caused desolation by surrounding and destroying Jerusalem in 70 CE. 

Jesus’ prophecy about the disgusting thing that causes desolation was fulfilled in 
the first century CE, in the years 66 and 70 CE. However, when we study the book 
of Daniel, we realize that this prophecy will have a bigger and final fulfillment in the 
time of the end. I quote Daniel 9:26, 27 (above) and 12:8-11 (below): 
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The setting in Daniel 9:26,27 of the disgusting thing that causes desolation is the 
70 weeks that ended in 36 CE and the destruction of Jerusalem that occurred in 70 
CE. But the setting of Daniel chapter 12 is the time of the end, which is mentioned 
in verses 4 and 9. The disgusting thing that causes desolation is connected with the 
period of 1,290 days, one of the three time periods that will be fulfilled on the people 
of God in the time of the end. 

The words about those in Judea beginning to flee to the mountains were clearly 
fulfilled in the first century CE. But there are words in the prophecy that only can be 
fulfilled in the time of the end. I quote Matthew 24:14 (above), 24:21 (middle), 24:29, 
30 (below): 
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The words about preaching the good news of the kingdom in all the earth as a 
witness to all the nations show that the prophecy relates to the whole world, not only 
to events in Judea in the first century CE. The good news was not preached to all the 
nations in the first century CE. But this is done today. 

The words about the great tribulation had a miniature fulfilment when Jerusalem 
was destroyed in 70 CE. But this was not the greatest tribulation that had occurred 
or will occur. The destruction in the great flood in Noah’s days was probably bigger 
than the destruction in 70 CE, and the future great tribulation will be the biggest one 
that ever has occurred. The words that all the tribes of the earth will see (= 
understand) that the Son of man is coming on the clouds must also refer to the 
future.  

The quoted examples demonstrate that some prophecies have two fulfillments. 
But how can we know what is what? How can we know which words have a 
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miniature fulfillment in the first century and a larger and final fulfillment in the time 
of the end, and which words are only fulfilled in the time of the end? To answer this 
question, we need to understand the setting of Jesus’ great prophecy, that some parts 
of it refer to different time periods. 

!-%&!,5%&+%!!,*/&'(&8%+4+?&/.%"!&2.'2-%)0 &

One part of the prophecy has double fulfillment, a miniature fulfillment in the first 
century CE and a larger and final fulfillment in the time of the end. The other part 
has only one fulfillment in connection the great tribulation at the end of the time of 
the end. There are some words in the chapter of Luke that separate the two parts, 
namely Luke 21:24: 
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The destruction of Jerusalem is mentioned in the verse, indicating that the 
appointed times of the nations are running after Jerusalem was destroyed in 70 CE. 
This means that verse 24 separates the two parts of Jesus’ great prophecy. I quote 
the parallels to Luke 21:24, namely Matthew 24:23-28 and Mark 13:21-23: 

'!$ '+3!%&)C!(*::!,'::!;C!%&)!)32)!#,!%&)!/(#$3!'+3!;)!:)3!0'5%*6)!*+%#!'::!%&)!+'%*#+/N!'+3!
<)$./':)-!(*:: !;)!%$'-5:)3!#+!;C!%&)!+'%*#+/1!YOKNJ)KLM)IRRSNOKMT)KNUMQ)SW)KLM)OIKNSOQ)I[M)
WYJWNJJMT7!
' "$IX&)+!VKSKMW!*,!'+C#+)!/'C/!%#!QGR1!=]##J\!B)$)!*/!%&)!U&$*/%1A!#$1!=X&)$)\A!3#!+#%!;):*)6)!
*%7$'!$"#$!,':/)!U&$*/%/!'+3!,':/)!5$#5&)%/!(*::!'$*/)!'+3!(*::!2*6)!2$)'%!/*2+/!'+3!(#+3)$/!/#!
'/! %#! -*/:)'31! *,! 5#//*;:)1! )6)+! %&)! 0&#/)+! #+)/7$'+$]##J\! @! &'6)! ,#$)('$+)3!QGR7$'*$

X&)$),#$)1!*,!5)#5:)!/'C!%#!QGR1!=]##J\!B)!*/!*+!%&)!(*:3)$+)//1A!3#!+#%!2#!#.%N!=]##J\!
B)!*/!*+!%&)!*++)$!0&'-;)$/1A!3#!+#%!;):*)6)!*%7$'#$"#$!Y./%!'/!%&)!:*2&%+*+2!0#-)/!#.%!#,!
)'/%)$+!5'$%/!'+3!/&*+)/!#6)$!%#!()/%)$+!5'$%/1!/#!%&)!5$)/)+0)!V),5*1-#,W!#,!%&)!4#+!#,!-'+!
(*::!;)7$'%$P&)$)6)$!%&)!0'$0'//!*/1!%&)$)!%&)!)'2:)/!(*::!;)!2'%&)$)3!%#2)%&)$7!
'&$IX&)+!VKSKMW1!%##1!*,!'+C#+)!/'C/!%#!QGR1!=4))\!B)$)!*/!%&)!U&$*/%1A!=4))\!X&)$)!&)!*/1A!3#!
+#%!;):*)6)!E*%F7$''$ "#$! ,':/)!U&$*/%/! '+3! ,':/)!5$#5&)%/! (*::! '$*/)!'+3! (*::!2*6)! /*2+/! '+3!
(#+3)$/ !%#! :)'3!'/%$'C1! *,! 5#//*;:)1! %&)! 0&#/)+! #+)/7$' "$QGR1! %&)+1! ('%0&!#.%N! @! &'6)!
%#:3!QGR!'::!%&*+2/!;),#$)&'+37!!

All the verses quoted above represent the time between the destruction of 
Jerusalem in 70 CE and the time of the end that started in 1914. We note that the 
demonstrative adverb $-$& occurs both in Matthew 24:23 and Mark 13:21 after the 
words about the great tribulation. This adverb has the meaning, “from this time”, 
and its use confirms that Matthew 24:23-28 and Mark 13:21-23 refer to events that 
would happen !6$&4 the great tribulation in 70 CE. Table 4.1 illustrates the whole 
setting of Jesus’ great prophecy. 

!"#$%&B('&!3%&,%//0-D&12&>%,8,E&D6%"/&+61+3%7*&F &G&71:+"60,1-&#%/A%%-&H"//3%A&)BI&
C85%&)'I&"-.&H"65&';&



 62 

] 8"" 3 4 ` !DG! >XB4 !DC! ] 81B!CF!

FFcKN!64+ FFcKN!64! FFcKN!64!
!" 92#*1"-,+8 ,0':8 ;2$<$8 '*$80,8 !-$8
'*78 .10)8 "!28 "2)#52:8 =<"8 !-$8
>-$/-#52$8 *##10*/!2>8 "08 $!0'8 !-)8
"!28 =<-5>-,+$8 0.8 "!28 "2)#52(" #" ?,8
12$#0,$28 !28 $*->8 "08 "!2)%8
@908ABC8,0"8 =2!05>8 *558 "!2$28
"!-,+$D8E1<578?8$*78"08ABC:8F78,08
)2*,$8'-558*8$"0,28=2852."8!2128<#0,8
*8$"0,28*,>8,0"8=28"!10',8>0',(G88
$8H!-528 !28 '*$8 $-""-,+8 <#0,8 "!28
I0<,"8 0.8 B5-42$:8 "!28 >-$/-#52$8
*##10*/!2>8 !-)8 #1-4*"257:8 $*7-,+%8
@E2558<$:8H!2,8'-558"!2$28"!-,+$8=2:8
*,>8 '!*"8 '-558 =28 "!28 $-+,8 0.8 70<18
#12$2,/28J*I[SYQNIW!*,>8 0.8 "!28
/0,/5<$-0,80.8"!28$7$"2)80.8"!-,+$DG88
%8K,>8-,8*,$'218;2$<$8$*->8"08"!2)%8
@L0068 0<"8 "!*"8 ,0=0>78
)-$52*>$8ABCM8 &8 .018 )*,78 '-558
/0)28 J+!"#$%&'!" 0,8 "!28 =*$-$8 0.8
)78,*)2:8$*7-,+:8N?8*)8"!28O!1-$":P8
*,>8 '-558 )-$52*>8 )*,7(" '" ABC8*128
+0-,+8"08!2*180.8'*1$8*,>812#01"$80.8
'*1$M8 $228 "!*"8ABC8*128 ,0"8
"211-.-2>(8Q018"!2$28"!-,+$8)<$"8"*628
#5*/2:8=<"8"!282,>8-$8,0"872"(88
'" @Q018 ,*"-0,8 '-558 1-$28*+*-,$"8
,*"-0, 8*,> 8 6-,+>0)8 *+*-,$"8
6-,+>0):8 8 *,>8 "!2128 '-558 =28 .00>8
$!01"*+2$8*,>8 2*1"!R<*62$8-,8 0,28
#5*/28*."218*,0"!21(8(K558"!2$28"!-,+$8
*128*8=2+-,,-,+80.8#*,+$80.8>-$"12$$(8
)" @E!2,8 J($()!" #20#528 '-558
>25-4218ABC8<#8 "08 "1-=<5*"-0,8*,>8
'-558 6-558ABC:8 *,>8ABC8'-558 =28
0=S2/"$80.8!*"12>8=78*558"!28,*"-0,$8
0,8 *//0<,"8 0.8 )78 ,*)2(" !*" E!2, 8
J($()!:8 *5$0:8 )*,78 '-558 =28
$"<)=52>8*,>8 '-558 =2"1*78 0,28
*,0"!218*,>8 '-558!*"280,28*,0"!21("

!! K,>8)*,78.*5$28#10#!2"$8'-558*1-$28
*,>8)-$52*>8)*,7M"!#"*,>8=2/*<$280.8
"!28 -,/12*$-,+8 0.8 5*'52$$,2$$8"!28
504280.8"!28+12*"218,<)=218'-558/0058
0..("!$"F<"8!28"!*"8!*$82,><12>8"08"!28
2,>8-$8"!280,28"!*"8'-558=28$*42>("!%"

K,>8 "!-$8 +00>8 ,2'$80.8 "!28
6-,+>0) 8'-558=28#12*/!2>8-,8*558"!28
-,!*=-"2>82*1"!8.018*8 '-",2$$8"08*558
"!28,*"-0,$M8*,>8"!2,8J($()!""!282,>8
'-558/0)2(8
!&8 @E!212.012:8 '!2,8ABC8/*"/!8
$-+!"8 0.8 "!28 >-$+<$"-,+8 "!-,+8"!*"8
/*<$2$8 >2$05*"-0,:8 *$8 $#062,8 0.8
"!10<+!8 9*,-258 "!28 #10#!2":8
$"*,>-,+8 -,8 *8 !0578 #5*/2:8J52"8 "!28
12*>218 <$28 >-$/21,)2,":T" !'" "!2,8

&"L*"21:8*$8/21"*-,80,2$8'2128$#2*6-,+8
/0,/21,-,+8 "!28 "2)#52:8 !0'8 -"8 '*$8
*>01,2>8 '-"!8 .-,28 $"0,2$8 *,>8
>2>-/*"2>8 "!-,+$:" '" !28 $*->%8 @K$8 .018
"!2$28 "!-,+$8 "!*"8ABC8*128
=2!05>-,+:8 "!28 >*7$8 '-558 /0)28
J+!"#$%&'!" -,8 '!-/!8 ,0"8 *8 $"0,28
<#0,8*8$"0,28'-558=2852."8!2128*,>8,0"8
=28 "!10',8 >0',(G" +" E!2,8 "!278
R<2$"-0,2>8 !-):8 $*7-,+%8 @E2*/!21:8
'!2,8 '-558 "!2$28 "!-,+$8 */"<*5578 =2:8
*,>8'!*"8'-558=28"!28$-+,8'!2,8"!2$28
"!-,+$8*128>2$"-,2>8 "080//<1DG8(" U28
$*->%8 @L0068 0<"8 "!*"8ABC8*128 ,0"8
)-$52>M8.018 )*,78 '-558 /0)28
J+!"#$%&'!" 80,8 "!28 =*$-$8 0.8 )78
,*)2:8$*7-,+:8N?8*)8!2:P8*,>:8NE!28><28
"-)28 !*$8 *##10*/!2>(P8908 ,0"8 +08
*."218 "!2)(8)" Q<1"!21)012:8
'!2, 8ABC8!2*18 0.8 '*1$8 *,>8
>-$01>21$:8 >08 ,0"8 =28 "211-.-2>(8 Q018
"!2$28"!-,+$8)<$"80//<18.-1$":8=<"8"!28
2,>8>02$8,0"8V0//<1W8-))2>-*"257(G8
!*" E!2,8J($()!"!28 '2,"80,8"08$*78"08
"!2)%8 @X*"-0,8 '-558 1-$28*+*-,$"8
,*"-0,: 8*,>8 6-,+>0)8 *+*-,$"8
6-,+>0)M"!!" *,>8 "!2128 '-558 =28 +12*"8
2*1"!R<*62$:8 *,>8 -,8 0,28 #5*/28 *."218
*,0"!218 #2$"-52,/2$8 *,>8 .00>8
$!01"*+2$M8*,>8 "!2128 '-558 =28 .2*1.<58
$-+!"$8*,>8.10)8!2*42,8+12*"8$-+,$(88
!#8@F<"8=2.0128*558"!2$28"!-,+$8#20#528
'-558 5*78 "!2-18 !*,>$8 <#0,8ABC8*,>8
#21$2/<"28ABC:8 >25-421-,+8ABC8<#8
"08 "!28 $7,*+0+<2$8 *,>8
#1-$0,$:8ABC8=2-,+8 !*52>8 =2.0128
6-,+$8*,>8+0421,01$8.018"!28$*6280.8
)78 ,*)2( " !$" ?"8 '-558 "<1,8 0<"8
"08ABC8.018 *8 '-",2$$(" !%"E!212.0128
$2""528 -"8 -,8ABCY8!2*1"$8 ,0"8 "08
12!2*1$28 =2.012!*,>8 !0'8 "08
)*62 8ABCY8>2.2,$2:" !&" .018 ?8 '-558
+-428ABC8*8 )0<"! 8*,>8 '-$>0):8
'!-/!8 *558ABCY80##0$21$8 "0+2"!218
'-558,0"8=28*=528"0812$-$"8018>-$#<"2("!'"

I0120421:8ABC8'-558=28>25-4212>8<#8
242,8 =78 #*12,"$8 *,>8 =10"!21$8 *,>8
125*"-42$8 *,>8 .1-2,>$:8 *,>8 "!278 '-558
#<"8 $0)28 0.8ABC8"08 >2*"!M" !+"

*,> 8ABC8'-558 =28 0=S2/"$8 0.8 !*"12>8
=78*558#20#528=2/*<$280.8)78,*)2("!("

K,>8 72"8 ,0"8 *8 !*-180.8ABCY8!2*>$8
'-558 =78 *,78 )2*,$8 #21-$!(8!)" F78
2,><1*,/280,8ABCY8#*1"8ABC8'-558
*/R<-128ABCY8$0<5$(8 #*"

@Q<1"!21)012:8 '!2,8ABC8$228
;21<$*52)8 $<110<,>2>8=78 2,/*)#2>8

$"K,>8*$8!28'*$8$-""-,+80,8"!28I0<,"8
0.8 B5-42$8 '-"!8 "!28 "2)#528 -,8 4-2':8
Z2"218*,>8 ;*)2$8 *,>8 ;0!,8 *,>8
K,>12'8=2+*,8"08*$68!-)8#1-4*"257%"%"

@E2558<$:8H!2,8'-558"!2$28"!-,+$8=2:8
*,>8 '!*"8 '-558=28 "!28$-+,8 '!2,8 *558
"!2$28"!-,+$8*128>2$"-,2>8"08/0)28"08
*8 /0,/5<$-0,DG"&"[08 ;2$<$8$"*1"2>8"08
$*78"08"!2)%8@L00680<"8"!*"8,0=0>78
)-$52*>$8ABC(" '" I*,78 '-558 /0)28
J+!"#$%&'!" 0,8 "!28 =*$-$8 0.8 )78
,*)2:8 $*7-,+:8 N?8 *)8 !2:P8 *,>8 '-558
)-$52*>8 )*,7(" +" I0120421:8
'!2, 8ABC8!2*180.8'*1$8*,>812#01"$8
0.8 '*1$:8 >08 ,0"8 =28 "211-.-2>M8 V"!2$28
"!-,+$W8 )<$"8 "*628 #5*/2:8 =<"8 "!28
2,>8-$8,0"872"(88
("@Q018,*"-0,8'-5581-$28*+*-,$"8,*"-0,8
*,>86-,+>0)8*+*-,$"86-,+>0):8"!2128
'-558=282*1"!R<*62$8-,80,28#5*/28*."218
*,0"!21:8 "!2128 '-558 =28 .00>8
$!01"*+2$(8E!2$28*128*8=2+-,,-,+80.8
#*,+$80.8>-$"12$$(88
)" @K$8 .018ABC:8 50068 0<"8 .018
70<1$2542$M8 #20#528 '-558
>25-4218ABC8<#8 "08 50/*58
/0<1"$:8*,> 8ABC8'-558 =28 =2*"2,8 -,8
$7,*+0+<2$8*,>8=28#<"80,8"!28$"*,>8
=2.0128+0421,01$8*,>86-,+$8.018)78
$*62:8.018*8'-",2$$8"08"!2)("!*" K5$0:8
-,8*558"!28,*"-0,$8"!28+00>8,2'$8!*$8
"08=28#12*/!2>8.-1$"("!!" F<"8'!2,8"!278
*128 52*>-,+8ABC8*50,+8 "08
>25-4218ABC8<#:8>08,0"8=28*,\-0<$8
=2.012!*,>8*=0<"8'!*"8"08$#2*6M8=<"8
'!*"24218-$8+-42,8ABC8-,8"!*"8!0<1:8
$#2*68"!-$:8.018ABC8*128,0"8"!280,2$8
$#2*6-,+:8 =<"8 "!28 !0578 $#-1-"8 -$(" !#"

Q<1"!21)012:8 =10"!218 '-558 >25-4218
=10"!21804218"08>2*"!:8*,>8*8.*"!218*8
/!-5>:8*,>8 /!-5>12,8 '-558 1-$28 <#8
*+*-,$"8#*12,"$8*,>8!*428"!2)8#<"8"08
>2*"!M"!$"*,> 8ABC8'-558=280=S2/"$80.8
!*"12>8=78*558#20#5280,8*//0<,"80.8
)78,*)2( 8F<"8!28"!*"8!*$82,><12>8"08
"!282,>8-$8"!280,28"!*"8'-558=28$*42>(88
!%"@U0'2421:8'!2,8ABC8/*"/!8$-+!"8
0.8 "!28 >-$+<$"-,+8 "!-,+8"!*"8 /*<$2$8
>2$05*"-0,8$"*,>-,+8 '!2128 -"8 0<+!"8
,0"8J52"8"!2812*>218<$28>-$/21,)2,"T:8
"!2,8J($()!"52"8"!0$28-,8;<]>2#*8=2+-,8
.522-,+8 "08"!28 )0<,"*-,$("!&"L2"8 "!28
)*,8 0,8 "!28 !0<$2"0#8 ,0"8 /0)28
>0',:8,018+08-,$->28"08"*628*,7"!-,+8
0<"80.8!-$8!0<$2M"!'" *,>852"8"!28)*,8
-,8"!28.-25>8,0"812"<1,8"08"!28"!-,+$8
=2!-,>8"08#-/68<#8!-$80<"218+*1)2,"("



 63 

J($()!" 52"8 "!0$28 -,8 ;<]>2#*8 =2+-,8
.522-,+8"08"!28)0<,"*-,$(8!+"L2"8"!28
)*,8 0,8 "!28 !0<$2"0#8 ,0"8 /0)28
>0',8"08"*628"!28+00>$80<"80.8!-$8
!0<$2M8!(" *,>852"8"!28)*,8-,8"!28.-25>8
,0"812"<1,8"08"!28!0<$28"08#-/68<#8
!-$8 0<"218 +*1)2,"(8!)" H028 "08 "!28
#12+,*,"8'0)2,8*,>8"!0$28$</65-,+8
*8=*=78-,8"!0$28>*7$^"#*"_22#8#1*7-,+8
"!*"8ABCY8.5-+!"8)*78,0"80//<18-,8
'-,"21"-)2:8,0180,8"!28$*==*"!8>*7M"

#!".018"!2,8J($()!8"!2128'-558=28+12*"8
"1-=<5*"-0,8$</!8*$8!*$8,0"80//<112>8
$-,/28 "!28 '015>P$8 =2+-,,-,+8 <,"-58
,0': 8,0:8,018'-5580//<18*+*-,(8##"?,8
.*/":8 <,52$$8 "!0$28 >*7$8 '2128 /<"8
$!01":8,08.52$!8'0<5>8=28$*42>M8=<"8
0,8 *//0<,"8 0.8 "!28 /!0$2,8
0,2$8"!0$28>*7$8'-558=28/<"8$!01"(88

*1)-2$:8 "!2,8J($()!" 6,0'8 "!*"8 "!28
>2$05*"-,+80.8!218!*$8>1*',8,2*1("#!"

E!2,8J($()!"52"8"!0$28-,8;<]>2#*8=2+-,8
.522-,+8 "08 "!28 )0<,"*-,$:8 *,>8 52"8
"!0$28-,8"!28)->$"80.8!218'-"!>1*':8
*,>8 52"8 "!0$28 -,8 "!28 /0<,"178 #5*/2$8
,0"8 2,"218 -,"08 !21M"##"=2/*<$28 "!2$28
*128>*7$8.018)2"-,+80<"8S<$"-/2:8"!*"8
*558"!28"!-,+$8'1-""2,8)*78=28.<5.-552>("

#$"H028"08"!28#12+,*,"8 '0)2,8*,>8
"!28 0,2$8 $</65-,+8 *8 =*=78 -,8 "!0$28
>*7$8̂Q018"!2128'-558=28+12*"8,2/2$$-"78
<#0,8 "!28 5*,>8*,>8 '1*"!8 0,8 "!-$8
#20#52M8#%"*,>8 "!278 '-558 .*558 =78 "!28
2>+280.8"!28$'01>8*,>8=2852>8/*#"-428
-,"08*558"!28,*"-0,$M8
8
88

!+"H028"08"!28#12+,*,"8'0)2,8*,>8
"!0$28$</65-,+8*8=*=78-,8"!0$28>*7$^"

!(" _22#8#1*7-,+8"!*"8-"8)*78,0"80//<18
-,8 '-,"21"-)2M"!)" .018"!0$28>*7$8 '-558
=28V>*7$80.W8*8"1-=<5*"-0,8$</!8*$8!*$8
,0"80//<112>8.10)8V"!2W8=2+-,,-,+80.8
"!28/12*"-0,8'!-/!8`0>8/12*"2>8<,"-58
"!*"8"-)2:8*,>8'-558,0"80//<18*+*-,("#*"

?,8.*/":8<,52$$8;2!04*!8!*>8/<"8$!01"8
"!28 >*7$:8 ,08 .52$!8 '0<5>8 =28 $*42>(8
F<"80,8*//0<,"80.8"!28/!0$2,80,2$8
'!0)8 !28 !*$8 /!0$2, 8!28 !*$8 /<"8
$!01"8"!28>*7$(88
8

KNcCMCG!64 KNcCMCG!64 KNcCMCG!64 
#$" @E!2,8J($()!" -.8 *,70,28 $*7$8
"08ABC:8 NL006^8 U2128 -$8 "!28
O!1-$":P801:8NE!212^P8>08,0"8=25-2428-"("

#%" Q018 .*5$28 O!1-$"$8*,>8 .*5$28
#10#!2"$8'-558 *1-$28 *,>8 '-558 +-428
+12*"8 $-+,$8*,>8 '0,>21$8 $08 *$8 "08
)-$52*>:8-.8#0$$-=52:8242,8"!28/!0$2,8
0,2$(" #&" L006^8 ?8 !*428
.012'*1,2>8ABC(" #'" E!212.012:8 -.8
#20#528$*78"08ABC:8NL006^8U28-$8-,8
"!28 '-5>21,2$$:P8 >08 ,0"8 +08 0<"M8
NL006^8U28-$8-,8"!28-,,218/!*)=21$:P8
>08,0"8=25-2428-"("#+"Q018S<$"8*$8"!28
5-+!",-,+8/0)2$80<"80.82*$"21,8#*1"$8
*,>8$!-,2$804218"08'2$"21,8#*1"$:8$08
"!28 #12$2,/28J*I[SYQNIW!0.8 "!28
[0,80.8)*,8'-558=2("#("H!2124218"!28
/*1/*$$8 -$:8 "!2128 "!28 2*+52$8'-558 =28
+*"!212>8"0+2"!21(88

#%"*,>8;21<$*52)8'-558=28"1*)#52>80,8
=78 "!28 ,*"-0,$:8<,"-58 "!28 *##0-,"2>8
"-)2$80.8"!28,*"-0,$8*128.<5.-552>(88

#!"@E!2,8J($()!:8 "00:8 -.8 *,70,28$*7$8
"08ABC:8 N[22^8 U2128 -$8 "!28 O!1-$":P8
N[22^8E!2128!28-$:P8>08,0"8=25-2428V-"W("

##" Q018 .*5$28 O!1-$"$8 *,>8 .*5$28
#10#!2"$8'-558*1-$28*,>8'-558+-428$-+,$8
*,>8 '0,>21$8"08 52*>8*$"1*7:8 -.8
#0$$-=52:8 "!28 /!0$2,8 0,2$("#$"ABC:8
"!2,:8'*"/! 80<"M8?8!*428"05>8ABC8*558
"!-,+$8=2.012!*,>(88

" 34!W148"!
"15:X>8"529 !

" 34!W148"!
"15:X>8"529 !

" 34!W148"!
"15:X>8"529 !

"#)"@?))2>-*"2578*."218"!28"1-=<5*"-0,8
0.8 "!0$28 >*7$8 "!28 $<,8 '-558 =28
>*162,2>:8*,>8 "!28 )00, 8'-558 ,0"8
+-428-"$85-+!":8*,>8"!28$"*1$8'-558.*558
.10)8!2*42,:8*,>8"!28#0'21$80.8"!28
!2*42,$8'-558=28$!*62,("$*"K,>8"!2,8
J($()!" "!28 $-+,8 0.8 "!28 [0,8 0.8
)*, 8'-558 *##2*18J+!"#$%&'!" -,8
!2*42,:8*,>8"!2,8J($()!"*558"!28"1-=2$8
0.8"!282*1"!8'-558=2*"8"!2)$2542$8-,8
5*)2,"*"-0,: 8,-./ 01+2/ 3455/ 6++801+/
&7-/78/9,-/:794-; /7-/01+/:57<.6/78/
1+,=+-/3401/*73+>/,-./;>+,0/;57>2?"

$!"K,>8!28'-558$2,>8.01"!8!-$8*,+25$8
'-"!8 *8 +12*"8 "1<)#2"8 $0<,>:8*,>8
"!278 '-558 +*"!218 !-$8 /!0$2,8
0,2$8"0+2"!218 .10)8 "!28 .0<18

#&" @K5$0:8 "!2128 '-558 =28 $-+,$8 -,8
$<,8*,>8)00,8*,>8$"*1$:8*,>80,8"!28
2*1"!8 *,+<-$!8 0.8 ,*"-0,$:8 ,0"8
6,0'-,+8"!28'*780<"8=2/*<$280.8"!28
10*1-,+80.8"!28$2*8*,>8V-"$W8*+-"*"-0,:"

#'" '!-528 )2,8 =2/0)28 .*-,"8 0<"8 0.8
.2*18*,>8 2\#2/"*"-0,8 0.8 "!28 "!-,+$8
/0)-,+8<#0,8"!28-,!*=-"2>82*1"!M8.018
"!28 #0'21$8 0.8 "!28 !2*42,$8 '-558 =28
$!*62,("#+K,>8 "!2,8J($()!801+2/ 3455/
6++/ 01+/ &7-/ 78/
9,- /:794-; /J+!"#$%&'!"4-/ ,/ :57<./
3401/*73+>/,-./;>+,0/;57>2?"#("F<"8*$8
"!2$28 "!-,+$8 $"*1"8 "08 0//<1:8 1*-$28
70<1$2542$8 212/"8 *,>8
5-."8ABCY8!2*>$8 <#:8

#%"@F<"8 -,8 "!0$28 >*7$:8 *."218 "!*"8
"1-=<5*"-0,:8"!28$<,8'-558=28>*162,2>:8
*,>8 "!28 )00,8 '-558 ,0"8 +-428 -"$8
5-+!":8#&"*,>8 "!28$"*1$8 '-558=28 .*55-,+8
0<"80.8!2*42,:8*,>8"!28#0'21$8"!*"8
*128-,8"!28!2*42,$8'-558=28$!*62,("#'"

K,>8"!2,8J($()!"01+2/3455/6++/01+/&7-/
78/ 9,- /:794-; /J+!"#$%&'!" 4-/
:57<.6/3401/;>+,0/*73+>/,-./;57>2("#+"

K,>8 "!2,8J($()!" !28 '-558 $2,>8 .01"!8
"!28 *,+25$8 *,>8 '-558 +*"!218 !-$8
/!0$2, 80,2$8"0+2"!218.10)8"!28.0<18
'-,>$:8 .10)8 2*1"!P$8 2\"12)-"78 "08
!2*42,P$82\"12)-"7(88
#("@X0'8.10)8"!28.-+8"122852*1,8"!28
-55<$"1*"-0,%8;<$"8*$8$00,8*$8-"$870<,+8
=1*,/!8+10'$8"2,>218*,>8#<"$8.01"!8



 64 

'-,>$: 8.10)8 0,28 2\"12)-"78 0.8 "!28
!2*42,$8"08"!2-180"!2182\"12)-"7(8
$#"@X0'852*1,8.10)8"!28.-+8"1228*$8*,8
-55<$"1*"-0,8 "!-$8#0-,"%8;<$"8*$8$00,8
*$8 -"$8 70<,+8 =1*,/!8 +10'$8 "2,>218
*,>8-"8#<"$8.01"!852*42$:8ABC86,0'8
"!*"8 $<))218 -$8 ,2*1(" $$" L-62'-$28
*5$08ABC:8'!2, 8ABC8$228*558"!2$28
"!-,+$:86,0'8"!*"8!28-$8,2*18*"8"!28
>001$(" $%"E1<578 ?8 $*78 "08ABC8"!*"8
"!-$8 +2,21*"-0,8'-558 =78 ,08 )2*,$8
#*$$8 *'*78 <,"-58 *558 "!2$28 "!-,+$8
0//<1(8$&"U2*42,8*,>82*1"!8'-558#*$$8
*'*7: 8=<"8 )78 '01>$8 '-558 =78 ,08
)2*,$8#*$$8*'*7(88
$'" @O0,/21,-,+801,0/ .,2/ ,-./
17<>/-7@7.2/ A-736B/,2-"!218 "!28
*,+25$80.8"!28!2*42,$8,018"!28[0,:8
=<"80,578"!28Q*"!21("$+"Q018S<$"8*$8"!28
>*7$8 0.8 X0*!8'212:8 $08 "!28
#12$2,/28J*I[SYQNIW!0.8"!28[0,80.8
)*,8 '-558=2("$("Q018*$8"!278 '2128-,8
"!0$28>*7$8=2.0128"!28.500>:82*"-,+8
*,>8 >1-,6-,+:8 )2,8 )*117-,+8 *,>8
'0)2,8 =2-,+8 +-42,8 -,8 )*11-*+2:8
<,"-58"!28>*78"!*"8X0*!82,"212>8-,"08
"!28 *16M" $)" *,>8 "!278 "0068 ,08 ,0"28
<,"-5801+/ 8577./ :,9+/J+!"#$%&'!"
,-./ 63+*0/ 01+9/ ,55/ ,3,2B/67/ 01+/
*>+6+-:+/J*I[SYQNIW!78/01+/&7-/78/
9,-/3455/@+?8"%*"E!2,8"'08)2,8'-558
=28 -,8 "!28 .-25>%8 0,28 '-558 =28 "*62,8
*50,+8 *,>8 "!28 0"!218 =28
*=*,>0,2>M8%!""'08 '0)2,8 '-558 =28
+1-,>-,+8*"8"!28!*,>8)-55%80,28'-558=28
"*62,8 *50,+8 *,>8 "!28 0"!218 =28
*=*,>0,2>("%#"_22#8 0,8 "!28 '*"/!:8
"!212.012:8 =2/*<$28)#C /.7/ -70/
A-73/7-/31,0/.,2 /)#CD /E7>./46/
:794-; /J+!"#$%&'!?88
%$"@F<"86,0'80,28"!-,+:8"!*"8-.8"!28
!0<$2!05>218 !*>8 6,0',8 -,8 '!*"8
'*"/!8 "!28 "!-2.8 '*$8 /0)-,+: 8!28
'0<5>8 !*428 62#"8 *'*628 *,>8 ,0"8
*550'2>8 !-$8 !0<$28 "08 =28 =1062,8
-,"0(8"%%"B,8 "!-$8 *//0<,"8ABC8"008
#1042870<1$2542$812*>7:8=2/*<$28,0/
,-/17<>/01,0/)#C /.7/-70/014-A/07/
@+/ 40B/ 01+/ &7-/ 78/ 9,-/ 46/ :794-;/
J+!"#$%&'!?/
%&"@H!08 12*5578 -$8 "!28 .*-"!.<58 *,>8
>-$/122"8 $5*428'!0)8 !-$8 )*$"218
*##0-,"2>8 04218 !-$8 >0)2$"-/$:8 "08
+-428"!2)8"!2-18.00>8*"8"!28#10#218
"-)2D" "%'"U*##78-$8 "!*"8 $5*42848/ 146/
9,60+>/7-/,>>4=4-;/84-.6/149/.74-;/
67(8%+"E1<578 ?8 $*78 "08ABC:8 U28 '-558
*##0-,"8!-)804218*558!-$8=250,+-,+$(88
%("@F<"8-.824218"!*"824-58$5*428$!0<5>8
$*78 -,8 !-$8 !2*1":8NI78 )*$"218 -$8
>25*7-,+:P"%)"*,>8$!0<5>8$"*1"8"08=2*"8

=2/*<$28)#CD /.+54=+>,-:+/ 46/
;+004-;/-+,>?F/
#) "H-"!8"!*"8!28$#0628*,8-55<$"1*"-0,8
"08"!2)%8@X0"28"!28.-+8"1228*,>8*558"!28
0"!218"122$%"$*"H!2,8"!278*128*512*>78
-,8 "!28 =<>:8 =78 0=$214-,+8 -"8ABC8
6,0'8 .018 70<1$2542$8 "!*"8 ,0'8 "!28
$<))218 -$8 ,2*1(" $!" ?,8 "!-$8
'*7 8ABC8*5$0:8'!2,8ABC8$228"!2$28
"!-,+$8 0//<11-,+:8 6,0'8 "!*"8 "!28
6-,+>0)80.8`0>8-$8,2*1("$#"E1<578?8$*78
"08ABC:8E!-$8+2,21*"-0,8'-558=78,08
)2*,$8 #*$$8 *'*78 <,"-58 *558 "!-,+$8
0//<1("$$"U2*42,8*,>82*1"!8 '-558#*$$8
*'*7: 8=<"8)78'01>$8'-558=78,08)2*,$8
#*$$8*'*7(88
$%"@F<"8 #*78 *""2,"-0,8 "08 70<1$2542$8
"!*"8ABCY8!2*1"$8 ,24218 =2/0)28
'2-+!2>8 >0',8 '-"!8 04212*"-,+8 *,>8
!2*478>1-,6-,+8 *,>8 *,\-2"-2$80.8 5-.2:88
,-./6<..+-52/01,0/ .,2/@+/4-60,-052/
<*7- /)#C 8$&",6/ ,/6-,>+(8Q018-"8 '-558
/0)28-,8<#0,8*558"!0$28>'255-,+8<#0,8
"!28 .*/28 0.8 *558 "!28 2*1"!(" $'" _22#8
*'*62: 8"!2,:8 *558 "!28 "-)28 )*6-,+8
$<##5-/*"-0,8"!*"8ABC8)*78 $<//22>8
-,82$/*#-,+8*558"!2$28"!-,+$8"!*"8 *128
>2$"-,2>8 "08 0//<1:8 *,>8 -,8 $"*,>-,+8
=2.0128"!28[0,80.8)*,(G88
8

-"$8 52*42$:8ABC86,0'8 "!*"8 $<))218
-$8 ,2*1(" #)" L-62'-$28 *5$08ABC:8
'!2, 8ABC8$228 "!2$28 "!-,+$8
!*##2,-,+:86,0'8"!*"8!28-$8,2*1:8*"8
"!28>001$("$*"E1<578?8$*78"08ABC8"!*"8
"!-$8+2,21*"-0,8'-558=78,08)2*,$8#*$$8
*'*78<,"-58*558"!2$28"!-,+$8!*##2,("$!"

U2*42,8*,>82*1"!8'-558#*$$8*'*7:8=<"8
)78'01>$8'-558,0"8#*$$8*'*7(88
$#"@G7-:+>-4-;/01,0/.,2/7>/01+/17<>/
-7@7.2/A-736:8,2-"!218"!28*,+25$8-,8
!2*42,8,018"!28[0,:8=<"8"!28Q*"!21("

$$" _22#8 5006-,+:8 622#8
*'*62: 8.018ABC8>08,0"86,0'8'!2,8
"!28*##0-,"2>8"-)28 -$("$%"?"8 -$85-628*8
)*,8 "1*425-,+8 *=10*>8"!*"8 52."8 !-$8
!0<$28*,>8+*428"!28*<"!01-"78"08!-$8
$5*42$:8 "08 2*/!8 0,28 !-$8 '016:8 *,>8
/0))*,>2>8"!28>001622#218"08622#8
0,8"!28 '*"/!( 8$&"E!212.0128622#80,8
"!28 '*"/!: 8.018)#C /.7/ -70/ A-73/
31+-/ 01+/ 9,60+>/ 78/ 01+/ 17<6+/ 46/
:794-; J+!"#$%&'!B/'!2"!218 5*"28 -,8
"!28 >*78018 *"8 )->,-+!"8018 *"8
/0/6/10'-,+ 8018 2*1578 -,8 "!28
)01,-,+M" $'" -,8 01>218 "!*"8 '!2,8 !28
*11-42$8 $<>>2,57:8 !28 >02$8 ,0"8
.-,>8ABC8$522#-,+("$+"F<"8'!*"8?8$*78
"08ABC8?8 $*78 "08 *55:8 _22#8 0,8 "!28
'*"/!(G 88
8



 65 

!-$8.2550'8$5*42$8*,>8$!0<5>82*"8*,>8
>1-,68 '-"!8 "!28 /0,.-1)2>8
>1<,6*1>$:8&*" "1+/ 9,60+>/ 78/ 01,0/
65,=+/ 3455/ :79+/ 7-/ ,/ .,2/ 01,0/ 1+/
.7+6/-70/+H*+:0/*,>8-,8*,8!0<18"!*"8
!28>02$8,0"86,0':8&!"*,>8'-558#<,-$!8
!-)8 '-"!8 "!28 +12*"2$"8 $2421-"78*,>8
'-558 *$$-+,8 !-)8 !-$8 #*1"8 '-"!8 "!28
!7#0/1-"2$(8 E!2128 -$8 '!2128
V!-$W8'22#-,+8 *,>8 "!28 +,*$!-,+80.8
V!-$W8"22"!8'-558=2(88

At the beginning of the chapter, I stressed the importance of the demonstrative 
adjective #<#.%/) (“that, that one, he”), the demonstrative "/&,/) (“this, this person or 
thing”), and the demonstrative adverb ,/,# (“then”). Now I will discuss the noun 
5'3/&).' (“presence”) and the verb #3<"/4'. (“come”), stressing the importance of 
understanding their meaning and difference. 

Jesus used both words in the same context, which indicates their difference. I 
quote Matthew 24:37-39: 

"#!"#$!Y./%!'/!%$*"K,>8"!2,8J070+T8"!28$-+,80.8"!28[0,80.8)*,8'-558*##2*18J+>A179,4T8-,8!2*42,:8*,>8"!2,8
J070+T8 *558 "!28 "1-=2$8 0.8 "!28 2*1"!8 '-558 =2*"8 "!2)$2542$8 -,8 5*)2,"*"-0,:8,-./ 01+2/ 3455/ 6++801+/ &7-/ 78/ 9,-/
:794-; /7-/ 01+/ :57<.6/ 78/ 1+,=+-/ 3401/ *73+>/ ,-./ ;>+,0/ ;57>2?" &)! 3'C/! #,! M#'&!()$)1! /#! %&)!
5$)/)+0)!VRI[SYQNIW!#,!%&)!4#+!#,!-'+!(*::!;)7$"%$"#$!'/!%&)C!()$)!*+!%&#/)!3'C/!;),#$)!%&)!
,:##31!)'%*+2!'+3!3$*+J*+21!-)+!-'$$C*+2!'+3!(#-)+!;)*+2!2*6)+!*+!-'$$*'2)1!.+%*:!%&)!
3'C! %&'%! M#'&!)+%)$)3! *+%#! %&)! '$JN$"($ '+3! %&)C! %##J! +#! +#%)! .+%*:! %&)! ,:##3! 0'-)!
VM[cLSUINW!'+3!/()5%!%&)-!'::!'('C1!/#!%&)!5$)/)+0)!VRI[SYQNIW!#,!%&)!4#+!#,!-'+!(*::!
;)7! 

We note that the word 5'3/&).' is parallel with “the days of Noah.” This means 
that 5'3/&).'$refers to a period of time, a presence, and not to an instantaneous 
coming. However, the Greek word #3<"/4'. with the meaning of an instantaneous 
coming, is also used, and it is applied to the end of “the days of Noah.” 

a#+#$ *#$ ,##$ ("#$ ,2(&-(2'.$ ("-($ 2,$ #>2)#.($ ("+'&3"'&($ 1#,&,O$ *"'0#$
7+'7"#:58$1#,&,$+#(&+.,$-.)$2,$7+#,#.($"!"#$%&'"#4$-.)$-($("#$#.)$ '/$"2,$
7+#,#.:#4$"#$2,$:'<2.3$"(#)*$+"'#!-,$("#$M&)3#$2.$("#$3+#-($(+2;&0-(2'.8$

All four occurrences of #3<"/4'. must refer to the end of Jesus’ presence when he 
comes (#3<"/4'.) as the judge in the great tribulation. I quote Matthew 24:30, 39, 42, 
44: 

")$?+3!%&)+!VKSKMW!%&)!/*2+!#,!%&)!4#+!#,!-'+!(*::!'55)'$!VM[cLSUINW!*+!&)'6)+1!'+3!%&)+!
VKSKMW!'::!%&)!%$*;)/!#,!%&)!)'$%&!(*::!;)'%!%&)-/):6)/!*+!:'-)+%'%*#+1!IOT)KLMX)ZNJJ)QMM!KLM)
3SO)SW)UIO)`SUNOP)SO)KLM)`JSYTQ)SW)LMI\MO)ZNKL)RSZM[)IOT)P[MIK)PJS[Xa)
"($'+3!%&)C!%##J!+#!+#%)!.+%*:!KLM)WJSST)`IUM)VM[cLSUINW!IOT)QZMRK)KLMU)IJJ)IZIXV)QS)KLM)
R[MQMO`M)VRI[SYQNIW!SW)KLM)3SO)SW)UIO)ZNJJ)gMa!!
!'$ f))5!#+!%&)!('%0&1!%&)$),#$)1!;)0'./)!0%' )TS)OSK)cOSZ)SO)ZLIK)TIX)0%'$ ).S[T)NQ)
`SUNOP)VM[cLSUINWa)
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!!$G+!%&*/!'00#.+%!QGR!%##!5$#6)!C#.$/):6)/!$)'3C1!;)0'./)!IK)IO)LSY[)KLIK)0%' )TS)OSK)
KLNOc)KS)gM)NKV)KLM)3SO)SW)UIO)NQ)`SUNOP)VM[cLSUINWa)

!"#$ <#-.2.3$ '/$ ("#$ .'&.$ 7-+'&,2-$2,$ D7+#,#.:#8EB(,$ &,#$ 2.$
b-(("#*$ GJ$ 2.)2:-(#,$ ("-($ 1#,&,$ "-,$ +#(&+.#)$ -.)$ 2,$ "#+#$c $
("'&3"$2.>2,2;0#8$!"#$>#+;$#+6"'<-2 $<#-.,$D('$:'<#4E$-.)$2.$
b-(("#*$GJ4$*"#.$1#,&,$2,$("#$,&;M#:(4$2($+#/#+,$('$"2,$:'<2.3$-,$
M&)3#$2.$("#$3+#-($(+2;&0-(2'.$-($("#$#.)$'/$"2,$7+#,#.:#8#
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CHAPTER FIVE 
ÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐ 

#*+) #*+8+ )/"&)2%('1) %2)9+1'1 :)-$+/#)
0$%0*+(.;) -%&:1)7!"-&%8)*/1)&$/6")

"+/$ )

'

!"##$%&' '

To understand the depth of the great prophecy of Jesus, we need to understand 

its theme and focus.  

This chapter shows that the main point of the prophecy is God#s kingdom. 

Jesus said that God#s kingdom had drawn near because he, its king, was present 

among them. After he ascended to heaven, his followers could not preach that 

God#s kingdom had drawn near because Jesus was no longer there. 

A part of the sign is the preaching this good news of the kingdom, the same 

message of the kingdom that Jesus preached. This means that the message that 

should be preached is that God#s kingdom has been established and that Jesus 

Christ is present and rules as king in his kingdom. 

The chapter also shows the difference between the Greek words parousia 

$!presence"% and erkhomai $!to come"%. Jesus# presence started in 1914 and ends 

with the great tribulation, and his coming as the judge in the great tribulation 

occurs at the end of his presence. 

 
 
The great prophecy of Jesus is written in Matthew 24, Luke 21, and Mark 13. I 

will now discuss the theme and the focus of this prophecy. 

!-%&2.%+%*)%&'(&8%+4+&"*1&!-%&)'5,*/&
+0+!%5&'(&!-,*/+ &

We find the question of the disciples in Matthew 24:3: 
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"$P&*:)!&)!('/!/*%%*+2!.5#+!%&)!9#.+%!#,!G:*6)/1!%&)!3*/0*5:)/!'55$#'0&)3!&*-!5$*6'%):C1!
/'C*+2H! IX)::! ./1! P&)+! (*::! %&)/)! %&*+2/! ;)1! '+3! (&'%! (*::! ;)!KLM) QNPO) SW) XSY[)
R[MQMO`M)V),5*1-#,W!'+3!#,!KLM)`SO`JYQNSO)SW)KLM)QXQKMU)SW)KLNOPQ!V-&%."/"#,-0.*10,#4%*-WOD!

Jesus had told the disciples that he would go away and then come back. The 
disciples spoke Hebrew, and which words did they use in their question? It is likely 
that they said something like$4J$OF,$5J%#<"J$9#I#,)$"'$HF-'4? Literally it means 4J$P9"',Q$
OF,$P).;%Q$5J%#<"J$P8/&3$53#)#%(#Q$9#I#,)$P'%*$(/%(-&)./%Q$"'$HF-'4$P,"#$)8),#4$/0$,".%;)QR$

Matthew translated 5J%#<"J with the Greek words ,E)$ )E)$ 5'3/&).') (“the your 
presence”). The reason why the disciples did not use the Hebrew words +FH<J (“your 
coming”), and Matthew did not use the Greek word #3<"/4'. (“to come”) may be 
implied in Matthew 24:23-27: 

'" !IX&)+!*,!'+C#+)!/'C/!%#!QGR1!=]##J\!B)$)!*/!%&)!U&$*/%1A!#$1!=X&)$)\A!3#!+#%!;):*)6)!*%7!
IX&)+!*,!'+C#+)!/'C/!%#!QGR1!=]##J\!B)$)!*/!%&)!U&$*/%1A!#$1!=X&)$)\A!3#!+#%!;):*)6)!*%7$'!$

"#$!,':/)!U&$*/%/t !'+3!,':/)!5$#5&)%/!(*::!'$*/)!'+3!(*::!2*6)!2$)'%!/*2+/!'+3!(#+3)$/!/#!'/!
%#! -*/:)'31! *,! 5#//*;:)1! )6)+! %&)! 0&#/)+! #+)/7$'+$ ]##J\! @! &'6)! ,#$)('$+)3!QGR7$'*$

X&)$),#$)1!*,!5)#5:)!/'C!%#!QGR1!=]##J\!B)!*/!*+!%&)!(*:3)$+)//1A!3#!+#%!2#!#.%N!=]##J\!
B)!*/!*+!%&)!*++)$!0&'-;)$/1A!3#!+#%!;):*)6)!*%7$'#$"#$!Y./%!'/!%&)!:*2&%+*+2!0#-)/!#.%!#,!
)'/%)$+!5'$%/!'+3!/&*+)/!#6)$!%#!()/%)$+!5'$%/1!/#!%&)!5$)/)+0)!V),5*1-#,W!#,!%&)!4#+!#,!-'+!
(*::!;)7!

The disciples expected that Jesus would return as a man in Israel. If he were to 
come to a place in the country other than where they were, they wanted to know the 
sign indicating that he had returned. So, they could start looking for him, just as the 
quoted verses imply. 

The Mishnah is a Jewish book that presents the sayings of different rabbis from 
before the common era to the middle of the third century CE, when the book was 
written. Here we find the belief in HF-'4$"'++J, (“the coming system of things”), where 
peace and happiness will exist. 

According to Luke 18:30, Jesus spoke about “the coming system of things” (HF-'4$
"'++J), and in Luke 18:34, 35, he contrasts “this system of things” with “that system 
of things” that is connected with the resurrection. The disciples evidently believed in 
the coming system of things” (HF-'4$"'++J) as other god-fearing Jews did, and they 
connected this coming system of things (HF-'4$"'++J) with the presence of Jesus. 

We note that, according to verse 27, Jesus used the same word the disciples used 
(Hebrew: 5J%S, Greek: 5'3/&).'). This shows that the disciples posed a reasonable 
question. But he shows that he would not return as a man. But his presence would 
be heralded just like lightning, and no person would be seen. 

!-%&1,((%.%*)%&#%!3%%*&!-%&2.%+%*)%&
@"#$%&'(# A&"*1&)'5,*/&@ )$*+%,#( A&'(&8%+4+&

It is important not to confuse the two Greek words 5'3/&).' (“presence”) and 
#3<"/4'. (“to come”). Both words play an important role in the great prophecy of 
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Jesus. But they refer to different sides of Jesus’ return. One example of the difference 
is found in Matthew 24:37-42: 

"#!"#$!Y./%!'/!%&)!3'C/!#,!M#'&!()$)1!/#!KLM)R[MQMO`M!#,!%&)!4#+!#,!-'+!(*::!;)7!"%$"#$!'/!
%&)C!()$)!*+!%&#/)!3'C/!;),#$)!%&)!,:##31!)'%*+2!'+3!3$*+J*+21!-)+!-'$$C*+2!'+3!(#-)+!
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Jesus compares his presence (5'3/&).') with the days of Noah before the flood, 
when Noah built the ark and preached to the people (2 Peter 2:5). The presence of 
Noah before the flood ended when “the flood came (#3<"/4'.) and swept them all 
away.” Jesus said that “so the presence of the Son of man will be.” 

This means that Jesus would return and be present, and at the end of his presence 
he would come (#3<"/4'.), and a situation similar to the flood would result. Verses 
40 and 41 further develop the illustration of Jesus. Just as Noah, his wife, his sons, 
and their wives were taken into the ark and survived the flood, similarly, at the end 
of Jesus’ presence (5'3/&).'), one will be taken along, and one will be left. We note 
that this situation, which Jesus compares with the flood, is said to be when “Your 
lord is coming (#3<"/4'.).” I will later show that “your lord” does not refer to Jesus. 
But indirectly the clause refers to the coming of Jesus. 

Thus, Jesus returns and is present; during his presence (5'3/&).'), different things 
will happen, just as happened before the flood. At the end of his presence, he will 
come (#3<"/4'.) in a similar way as the flood came (#3<"/4'.) and with a similar result. 

The important point that Jesus’ coming (#3<"/4'.) occurs at the end of his 
presence (5'3/&).') is expressed by verses 29, 30: 

'( $I@--)3*'%):C! ',%)$! %&)! %$*;.:'%*#+! #,! %&#/)! 3'C/! %&)! /.+! (*::! ;)! 3'$J)+)31!'+3! %&)!
-##+ !(*::!+#%!2*6)!*%/!:*2&%1!'+3!%&)!/%'$/!(*::! ,'::! ,$#-!&)'6)+1! '+3!%&)!5#()$/!#,!%&)!
&)'6)+/!(*::!;)!/&'J)+7 $") $?+3!%&)+!%&)!/*2+!#,!%&)!4#+!#,!-'+!ZNJJ)IRRMI[!V"5$(*',#W!*+!
&)'6)+1!'+3!%&)+!'::!%&)!%$*;)/!#,!%&)!)'$%&!(*::!;)'%!%&)-/):6)/!*+!:'-)+%'%*#+1!'+3!%&)C!
(*::!/))!V&#$'#W!%&)!4#+!#,!-'+)`SUNOP!V"5$(*',#W!#+!%&)!0:#.3/!#,!&)'6)+!(*%&!5#()$!
'+3!2$)'%!2:#$C7!

The sign of the Son of man will appear in heaven, and the tribes of the earth +'""#
*&& ("/3'F) the Son of man coming (#3<"/4'.) on the clouds of heaven. The Greek 
word "/3'F can refer to seeing with one’s eyes or understanding something. In 
Romans 1:20, we find the Greek word "/3'F$with the prefix <', -, and what is “seen” 
are $%&#'(;'*'2"& qualities of God. These invisible qualities “are seen” indirectly, by 
“what he has made (created).” In a similar way, the Son of man “is seen,” or 
understood indirectly, because of “the sign of the Son of man.” 
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The kingdom of God (the kingdom of the heavens) is mentioned only three times 
in Jesus’ great prophecy: Matthew 24:14, 25:1, and Luke 21:31. Yet the kingdom of 
God is the setting and theme of this prophecy. To understand this, we need to 
examine Jesus’ preaching about the kingdom of God. The first examples of this are 
Matthew 3:2 (above), Mark 1:15 (middle), and Luke 10:9 (below) 

' !I^rdrMX1 !,#$!%&)!cNOPTSU)SW)KLM)LMI\MOQ)LIQ)T[IZO)OMI[!V"++#W4W7D!!
&+$'+3!/'C*+2H!IX&)!'55#*+%)3!%*-)!&'/!;))+!,.:,*::)31!'+3!KLM)cNOPTSU)SW)/ST)LIQ)T[IZO)
OMI[!V"++#W4W7!
($'+3!0.$)!%&)!/*0J!#+)/!*+!*%1!'+3!2#!#+!%)::*+2!%&)-1!=#LM)cNOPTSU)SW)/ST)LIQ)`SUM)OMI[!
V"++#W4W!%#!QGR7A !

In our context, the verb #;;.TF (“draw near, be present”) is important. When it 
stands without an object, as is the case in these verses, the meaning is, “to approach, 
draw near; to be at hand.” (Mounce). The corresponding substantive #;;8) has the 
meaning “near as to place; near as to time; close at hand.” (Mounce). 

What did Jesus mean when he said, “The kingdom of the heavens has drawn 
near”? The nation of Israel, with kings in the line of David, was God’s kingdom in 
the past. This kingdom was destroyed when Nebuchadnezzar II captured Jerusalem 
in 607 BCE. From that time, God did not have a kingdom that encompassed the 
earth. 

I showed in chapter 2 that Daniel 9:24-27 describes the appointed time from the 
year 20 of Artaxerxes I in 455 BCE until 29 CE, when Jesus began his preaching and 
presented himself as the promised Messiah. According to Mark 1:15, quoted above, 
Jesus referred to this appointed time and said that when this appointed time was 
fulfilled, it meant that “the kingdom of God has drawn near.” 

God’s kingdom is in the heavens, and therefore, it is also called the kingdom of 
God or the kingdom of the heavens. This means that God’s kingdom is not on the 
earth. This is a real kingdom, because according to Matthew 18:3, Jesus spoke of 
those who enter the kingdom of the heavens, and according to 8:11, he spoke of 
those who will feast in the kingdom of the heavens. 

In view of this, how can we understand Jesus’ words that the kingdom of God has 
drawn near, here on earth? We can understand this by reading Luke 11:20 (above) 
and 17:20 (below): 
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God’s finger refers to his spirit, and the point in 11:20 is that when Jesus expelled 
demons with the help of God’s spirit, this showed that he had, and used the power 
of God’s kingdom. This meant that God’s kingdom had “overtaken” them. The 
Greek word$0,"'%F means “ to advance, make progress, to come up with, come upon.” 
(Mounce). So, Jesus’ meaning was that his use of God’s power showed that God’s 
kingdom had come upon them; it was a reality. 

According to Luke 17:20, 21, the kingdom of God was in the midst of the 
Pharisees, because he, who was the king in this kingdom, and who demonstrated that 
he used the power of the kingdom, was in their midst. This accords with the words 
of Mark 1:15, which have been quoted above; that now, when the appointed time 
had been fulfilled, the kingdom of God had drawn near. 

!"#$*'+),$D("#$62.3)'<$"-,$)+-*.$.#-+E$<#-.($("-($("#$62.3$'/$("#$
62.3)'<4$1#,&,$`"+2,(4$*-,$2.$("#2+$<2),(4$-.)$"#$-.)$"2,$)2,:270#,$&,#)$
("#$7'*#+$'/$("#$62.3)'<$('$#A7#0$)#<'.,$-.)$"#-0$,2:6.#,,#,8$

!-%&6,*/1'5&'(&/'1&3,$$&"/",*&1."3&*%". &

The question of the disciples was what the sign of the presence of Jesus and the 
conclusion of the system of things (= the time of the end) was. I have already argued 
that the setting and theme of the great prophecy of Jesus is the kingdom of God. 
Jesus told one prophetic illustration which stresses this point. We read Luke 19:11-
15: 

&&$P&*:)!%&)C!()$)!:*/%)+*+2!%#!%&)/)!%&*+2/!&)!/5#J)!*+!'33*%*#+!'+!*::./%$'%*#+1!;)0'./)!&)!
('/!+)'$!<)$./':)-!'+3!%&)C!()$)!*-'2*+*+2!%&'%!%&)!J*+23#-!VD,-#/"#,W!#,!>#3!('/!2#*+2!
%#!3*/5:'C!*%/):,!*+/%'+%:C7$&'$X&)$),#$)!&)!/'*3H!I?!0)$%'*+!-'+!#,!+#;:)!;*$%&!%$'6):)3!%#!'!
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&'%)3!&*-! '+3!/)+%!#.%!'!;#3C!#,! '-;'//'3#$/! ',%)$!&*-1!%#!/'C1!=P)!3#!+#%!('+%!%&*/!
E-'+F!%#!;)0#-)!J*+2!#6)$!./7A$&+$Ir6)+%.'::C!(&)+!&)!2#%!;'0J!',%)$!&'6*+2!/)0.$)3!%&)!
J*+2:C!5#()$1!&)!0#--'+3)3!%#!;)!0'::)3!%#!&*-!%&)/)!/:'6)/!%#!(&#-!&)!&'3!2*6)+!%&)!
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Why did the disciples expect that the kingdom of God “was going to display itself 
instantly”? Evidently, because such a situation was described in the book of Daniel, 
which they knew, where prophecies about God’s kingdom abound. The disciples 
most likely had Daniel 7:13, 14 in mind: 
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Daniel speaks of “the Son of man,” and Jesus had referred to himself as the Son 
of man several times. The quotation shows that the Son of man will receive kingly 
power over all the nations. The disciples evidently expected this to happen instantly. 

Jesus corrected his disciples’ view and spoke about his future return. He was of 
“noble birth,” and he traveled to a distant land, to heaven. When he had received 
kingly power (literally: “the kingdom”), he would return and settle the accounts with 
his servants. This illustration indicates that Jesus’ presence signifies the receipt of 
kingly power and the establishment of God’s kingdom.  

In addition to the book of Daniel, the book that speaks most about God’s 
kingdom is Revelation. And the accounts of the kingdom in this book parallel the 
illustration of Jesus. This book was written shortly before the start of the second 
century CE, and the first verse states that its prophecies refer to the future. 

I quote Revelation 11:15-17 (above) and 12:7-12 (below): 
&+$?+3!%&)!/)6)+%&!'+2):!;:)(!&*/!%$.-5)%7!?+3!:#.3!6#*0)/!#00.$$)3!*+!&)'6)+1!/'C*+2H!
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LM)ZNJJ)[YJM)IQ)cNOP)WS[M\M[)IOT)M\M[ad)&*$And the twenty-four elders who were seated 
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thank you, Jehovah God, the Almighty, the One who is and who was, "#$%&'#( )*&(
+%,#(-%.#/()*&0(10#%-(2*3#0(%/4("#1&/(0&56/1(%'(.6/1.))
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Revelation 11:15 shows that at a particular time after the year 98, when Revelation 
was written, the kingdom of the world became the kingdom of Jehovah God and his 
Son Jesus Christ. This shows that Jesus did not have the power of the kingdom of 
the world when he was on the earth. This aligns with the word in his illustration that 
he had to go to heaven to receive kingly power. Jehovah God has always been 
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omnipotent and all-powerful, but now 11:16 says that God “has taken your great 
power” in connection with the humans on the earth. 

Revelation 12:7-12 shows that Satan, the Devil, at a particular time, is thrown out 
of heaven. Now, Jesus Christ has the authority in the kingdom of God, according to 
verse 10. We also note that Satan is thrown out of heaven and Jesus received the 
authority in the kingdom of God “!#*%-4$#/&4'-5#-6#$',&” before Satan is bound in 
the abyss. (Revelation 20:1-3) 

The important point in our context is that Jesus says his second coming means he 
will receive kingly power, and that throwing the Devil out of heaven coincides with 
the time when Jesus receives kingly power. Because Jesus will judge his enemies and 
bind the Devil at the end of his presence, the mentioned “*%-4$#/&4'-5#-6#$',&” must 
refer to the same period as the presence of Jesus.!

30+'8%+$3'.%/.0+1&'/4'5+!"!'!0/6!'30$3'30+'
<*)8(/#'/4'8/('0$!'(%$6)')+$%' '

I have previously shown that the presence (5'3/&).') of Jesus begins when he 
receives kingly power, and that he, at the end of his presence, is coming (#3<"/4'.) 
and acts as judge over the people of the earth and over the Devil and his demons. I 
will now show that the setting and theme of the great prophecy of Jesus is that the 
kingdom of God has drawn near. I quote from Matthew 24:32-36 (above), Mark 
13:28-32 (middle), and Luke 21:29-31 below: 
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Let us compare the three important sentences: 

Matthew 24:33: LM)NQ)OMI[!V"++&-W1!IK)KLM)TSS[Qa 
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Mark 13:29: LM)NQ)OMI[!V"++&-W1!IK)KLM)TSS[Qa)

Luke 14:31:  KLM)cNOPTSU)SW)/ST)NQ)OMI[!V"++&-W7!

The disciples asked for a sign that Jesus had returned and was present, and that 
the system of things (the time of the end) was a reality. Matthew 24:33 and Mark 
13:29 show that he is near at the doors. And Luke 14:31 shows that the sign means 
that the kingdom of God has drawn near. 

This shows that the presence of Jesus and the conclusion of the system of things 
coincide in time with the establishment of the kingdom of God. 

Luke does not refer to the Son of man, but to the kingdom of God.  

!"#$*'+), $D"#$2,$.#-+$-($("#$)''+,E$c $"#$2,$7+#,#.($c <#-.,$("-($("#$
62.3)'<$'/$N')$2,$.#-+8$

When Jesus was on the earth and said “the kingdom has drawn near (#;;.TF) (the 
verb corresponding to the substantive #;;8))” the meaning was that he, the king in the 
kingdom of God, was in their midst using the power of the kingdom. However, as 
the quotations from Revelation 11:15-17 and 12:7-12 show, the heavenly kingdom 
with power over all other kingdoms would first be established in the distant future, 
compared with the days of Jesus on the earth. 

The three phrases that I am discussing show that the presence of the Son of man 
is the same as the establishment of the kingdom of God. Or, expressed with different 
words: The “return” of Jesus means that the kingdom of God becomes established 
— Jesus Christ is now present, and the kingdom of God is present.  

This aligns perfectly with the illustration in Luke 19:11-15 about the man of noble 
birth who would travel to a land far away. And when he had received kingly power, 
he would return. 

The setting of the three sentences that I have discussed is the illustration of the 
fig tree. When the leaves come, we know that the warm season is here (#;;8)). What 
we can learn from the leaves of the fig tree is expressed in the following way: 

Matthew 24:33: 
!]*J)(*/)! ':/# !QGR1!(&)+!QGR!/))! '::!%&)/)!%&*+2/1!cOSZ!%&'%!*%!*/!+)'$!V"++&-W!'%!%&)!
3##$/!

Mark 13:29:  
]*J)(*/)!':/# !QGR1!(&)+!QGR!/))!%&)/)!%&*+2/!&'55)+*+21!cOSZ!%&'%!*%!*/!+)'$!V"++&-W1!'%!
%&)!3##$/7!

Luke 21:31:  
@+!%&*/!('C!QGR!':/#1!(&)+!QGR!/))!%&)/)!%&*+2/!#00.$$*+21!cOSZ!%&'%!%&)!J*+23#-!#,!
>#3!*/!+)'$!V"++&-W7!!

The key word in all three sentences is “know.” And the point stressed by all three 
evangelists is that when the followers of Jesus saw all the events that fulfill the sign 
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he described, $%&.#+'""#L(-+ that Jesus had returned and was present, and that the 
kingdom of God had been established. 

Matthew wrote some words that support Luke’s assertion that the kingdom of 
God has drawn near, albeit from a different perspective. We find the words in 
Matthew 24:14: 

&!! ?+3! !"#$)V(*1.*-W)PSST) OMZQ)SW) KLM) cNOPTSU!(*::! ;)! 5$)'0&)3!*+! '::! %&)! *+&';*%)3!
)'$%&!,#$!'!(*%+)//!%#!'::!%&)!+'%*#+/N!'+3!%&)+!%&)!)+3!V%):#/W!(*::!0#-)7 

We note that the good news of the kingdom that would be preached as a part of 
the sign is determined by the demonstrative pronoun$"/&,/)$($%'*).  A demonstrative 
pronoun must refer back to something, so to what does “$%'*” refer? There was a 
difference between the preaching of the kingdom of Jesus and his disciples when he 
was on the earth and the preaching of the kingdom after he had ascended to heaven. 

Matthew 4:17 tells that Jesus preached that “the kingdom of the heavens %!*#
54!+( #(&!4,” and he instructed his apostles to preach the same message. As I have 
already shown, Luke 17:21 shows that the reason for this preaching was that Jesus, 
the king in God’s kingdom, was in their midst. I quote three scriptures illustrating 
the preaching of Jesus: 

Matthew 4:17 

!&#$"$#-! %&'%! %*-)! #+! <)/./! 0#--)+0)3! 5$)'0&*+2! '+3! /'C*+2H! I^)5)+%1!QGR!5)#5:)1!
,#$!KLM)cNOPTSU)SW)KLM)LMI\MOQ)LIQ)T[IZO)OMI[7D!

Matthew 10:7 

#$?/ !QGR!2#1!5$)'0&1!/'C*+21!6#LM)cNOPTSU)SW)KLM)LMI\MOQ)LIQ)T[IZO)OMI[a@!

Luke 17:20, 21 

') $8.%!#+!;)*+2!'/J)3!;C!%&)!d&'$*/))/!(&)+!%&)!J*+23#-!#,!>#3!('/!0#-*+21!&)!'+/()$)3!
%&)-! '+3! /'*3H! IX&)! J*+23#-! #,! >#3! */! +#%! 0#-*+2! (*%&! /%$*J*+2!
#;/)$6';:)+)//1 !'&$+)*%&)$! (*::! 5)#5:)! ;)! /'C*+21! =4))! &)$)\A! #$1! =X&)$)\A!"#$1! :##J\!KLM)
cNOPTSU)SW)/ST)NQ)NO)0%'$ )UNTQK=D!

However, when Jesus had ascended to heaven, his followers could not preach that 
the kingdom of God had drawn near because he was not among them. But as the 
five quotations from Acts below show, after the death of Jesus, his followers 
preached only about the coming kingdom of God. What did they preach? 

According to 2. Timothy 4:1, they knew that the kingdom of God would come in 
the future because the coming kingdom is connected with the future manifestation 
of Jesus. Second Peter 1:11 shows that one important aspect of preaching the 
kingdom of God was that persons who repented and began to serve God could gain 
entrance into the kingdom of God. 

Acts 8:12 
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&'$8.%!(&)+!%&)C!;):*)6)3!d&*:*51!(&#!('/!TM`JI[NOP)KLM)PSST)OMZQ)SW)KLM)cNOPTSU)SW)
/ST !'+3! #,! %&)! +'-)! #,! <)/./! U&$*/%1! %&)C! 5$#0))3)3! %#! ;)! ;'5%*k)31! ;#%&! -)+! '+3!
(#-)+7 !

Acts 19:8 

%$r+%)$*+2! *+%#! %&)! /C+'2#2.)1!&)! /5#J)! (*%&! ;#:3+)//! ,#$! %&$))! -#+%&/1! 2*6*+2! %':J/!
'+3!YQNOP)RM[QYIQNSO)̀ SO`M[ONOP)KLM)cNOPTSU7!

Acts 20:25 

'+ $I?+3! +#(1! :##J\! @! J+#(! %&'%! '::! #,!QGR!'-#+2! (&#- !!) ZMOK) R[MI`LNOP)KLM)
cNOPTSU0(*::!/))!-C!,'0)!+#!-#$)7 !

Acts 28:23 

'" $X&)C!+#(!'$$'+2)3!,#$!'!3'C!(*%&!&*-1!'+3!%&)C!0'-)!*+!2$)'%)$!+.-;)$/!%#!&*-!*+!&*/!
:#32*+2! 5:'0)7! ?+3! &)! )K5:'*+)3! %&)! -'%%)$! %#! %&)-! ;C!gMI[NOP) KLS[SYPL) ZNKOMQQ)
`SO`M[ONOP)KLM)cNOPTSU)SW)/ST !'+3!;C!./*+2!5)$/.'/*#+!(*%&!%&)-!0#+0)$+*+2!<)/./!,$#-!
;#%&!%&)!:'(!#,!9#/)/!'+3!%&)!d$#5&)%/1!,$#-!-#$+*+2!%*::!)6)+*+27!

Acts 28:31 

"&$R[MI`LNOP)KLM)cNOPTSU)SW)/ST)KS)KLMU!'+3!%)'0&*+2!%&)!%&*+2/!0#+0)$+*+2!%&)!]#$3!
<)/./!U&$*/%!(*%&!%&)!2$)'%)/%!,$))+)//!#,!/5))0&1!(*%&#.%!&*+3$'+0)7!

2 Timothy 4:1 

&$@!/#:)-+:C!0&'$2)!C#.!;),#$)!>#3!'+3!U&$*/%!<)/./1!(&#!*/!3)/%*+)3!%#!Y.32)!%&)!:*6*+2!
'+3!%&)!3)'31!IOT)gX)LNQ)UIONWMQKIKNSO)IOT)LNQ)cNOPTSU7!

2 Peter 1:11 

&&$@+! ,'0%1! %&./! %&)$)! (*::! ;)! $*0&:C!QYRRJNMT) KS)0%' )KLM) MOK[IO`M)NOKS) KLM)
M\M[JIQKNOP)cNOPTSU)SW)SY[).S[T)IOT)3I\NS[)<MQYQ)(L[NQK=!

Now we can understand the determination “("2,” to “the good news of the 
kingdom.” It was Jesus who gave the sign. Q%'* good news of the kingdom, the good 
news of the kingdom that Jesus preached: “the kingdom has drawn near”; “the 
kingdom is in your midst” should again be preached as a part of the sign of his 
presence and the conclusion of the system of things. And, as we have seen, this is 
supported by Luke 21:31: 

#!+In this way YOU also, when YOU see these things occurring7$L(-+ #$%!$#
$%&#L'()5-, #-6#<-5 #'*#(&!46$



 77 

When the followers of Jesus saw all the events that together constituted the sign, 
they would know that the kingdom of God was near. And this message was what 
they would preach. 

!"#$%&J('&!3%&+6%,%-7%&"-.&71:0-D&12&>%,8,&

 !"#%('#$#.+# %)-%0#$1$ %
V),5*1-#,W%

!"#%+)/*.Q %)-%0#$1$ %
V"5$(*',#W%

/C<<67D%VSWRS% (:7CH68@9%<68;%9AAB%@7D;%AK%<67%
X8@9BAM=%

!67%7@B!V."/*-W7!

5>X7%VRWYR=%YV% !67%X8@9BAM%8;%@7C:=% &FF%<67;7%<68@9;%AHH>:=%
/C<<67D%VSWYY% "7 %8;%@7C:%C<%<67%BAA:;=% !
/C<<67D% VSWYUN%
YZ%

"8;%?:7;7@H7!V),5*1-#,W!8;%F8X7%<67%
BCG;%AK%.AC6=!

!67%HAM8@9!V"5$(*',#W%AK%<67%$A@%AK%
MC@=!

The contrast in Matthew 24 is between the presence (5'3/&).') of Jesus and his 
coming (#3<"/4'.) at the end of his presence. During his presence, ("2, good news 
of the established kingdom will be preached, and “the end” (,#-/)) is the same as his 
coming. Luke 21 shows that the kingdom is near during his presence — the kingdom 
has been established. When the last of “all these things” occurs, then the end (,#-/)), 
which is his coming (#3<"/4'.) is there. 

The presence of Jesus is a period of time like the days before the flood. Just as the 
flood took away all those who were not in the ark, the coming (#3<"/4'.) of Jesus will 
take away the people who are not serving God. 

!"#$%#&&'()$*(+$,-./%$-,$0#%/%1$)2#*&$32-3"#.4$'%$&"#$5'()+-6$-,$
7-+8$&"*&$&"'%$5'()+-6$"*%$9##($#%&*9:'%"#+;$<"#($0#%/%1$+'%.'3:#%$
%*=$&"#$#>#(&%$-,$&"#$.-63-%'&#$%')(8$&"#4$=-/:+$5(-=$&"*&$0#%/%$
=*%$32#%#(&$*(+$&"*&$&"#$5'()+-6$-,$7-+$"*+$9##($#%&*9:'%"#+;$!"'%$
=*%$&"#$6#%%*)#$&"*&$&"#$,-::-=#2%$-,$0#%/%$%"-/:+$32#*.";#
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CHAPTER SIX 
ÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐ 

#*+)<'+1#!%"1)%2)#*+)&!1(!0,+1) #%)
9+1'1)=8/##*+6)>?;@ A)

'

!"##$%&' '

To understand the depth of the great prophecy of Jesus, we need to understand 

the background for the disciples# questions.  

The expression !all these things" refers to the destruction of Jerusalem and 

the temple in Daniel 9:26.  

Jesus had told the disciples that he would go away and return with kingly 

power, and they believed that he would return to Israel. He had told them that 

they would search for him, and they asked for a sign showing that he had 

returned, so they could start searching for him. That was the reason why they 

probably used the Hebrew word pan&, translated with the Greek word parousia, 

both meaning presence.  

This part of their question was based on what Jesus had told them, and 

probably also on Daniel 7:13, 14 about the Son of man who receives kingly power. 

Their question about !the conclusion of the system of things" was based on 

Daniel 12:4-7, which say that the power of the holy people will be dashed to 

pieces, and this is connected with the time of the end. I show that the Hebrew 

expression '(t q(ts $!time of the end"% is identical with the expression synteleias 

tou ai)nos. $!the conclusion of the system of things"%. 

The disciples believed that the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple, the 

presence of Jesus as king, and the time of the end would occur at the same time. 

  

Jesus had visited the temple, and he was departing from the temple area when the 
disciples ask the questions that we find in Matthew 24:3: 
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"!P&*:)!&)!('/!/*%%*+2!.5#+!%&)!9#.+%!#,!G:*6)/1!%&)!3*/0*5:)/!'55$#'0&)3!&*-!5$*6'%):C1!
/'C*+2H!IX)::!./1!P&)+!(*::!%&)/)!%&*+2/!;)1!'+3!(&'%!(*::!;)!%&)!/*2+!#,!C#.$!5$)/)+0)!'+3!
#,!%&)!0#+0:./*#+!#,!%&)!/C/%)-!#,!%&*+2/OD))

We can better understand Jesus’ answer if we understand what the disciples meant 
with the different parts of their question. Generally speaking, the background of the 
disciples’ questions and Jesus’ answer is the prophecy in Daniel 9:26, 27: 

!'* !I?+3!',%)$!%&)!/*K%CS%(#!())J/!9)/e/* ʹ'&!(*::!;)!0.%!#,,1!(*%&!+#%&*+2!,#$!&*-/):,7!I?+3!
%&)!0*%C!'+3!%&)!&#:C!5:'0)!%&)!5)#5:)!#,!'!:)'3)$!%&'%!*/!0#-*+2!(*::!;$*+2!%#!%&)*$!$.*+7!?+3!
%&)!)+3!#,!*%!(*::!;)!;C!%&)!,:##37!?+3!.+%*:!E%&)F!)+3!%&)$)!(*::!;)!('$N!(&'%!*/!3)0*3)3!
.5#+!*/!3)/#:'%*#+/7!!'# !I?+3!&)!-./%!J))5!E%&)F!0#6)+'+%!*+!,#$0)!,#$!%&)!-'+C!,#$!#+)!
())JN!'+3!'%!%&)!&':,!#,!%&)!())J!&)!(*::!0'./)!/'0$*,*0)!'+3!2*,%!#,,)$*+2!%#!0)'/)7!I?+3!
.5#+!%&)!(*+2!#,!3*/2./%*+2!%&*+2/!%&)$)!(*::!;)!%&)!#+)!0'./*+2!3)/#:'%*#+N!'+3!.+%*:!'+!
)K%)$-*+'%*#+1!%&)!6)$C!%&*+2!3)0*3)3!.5#+!(*::!2#!5#.$*+2!#.%!':/#!.5#+!%&)!#+)!:C*+2!
3)/#:'%)7D!!

These words are part of a prophecy stating that the Jewish people would receive 
a time of grace of 70 weeks of years to put an end “to transgression and make 
atonement for error” (9:24). After 7 weeks plus 62 weeks, the promised Messiah 
would come, and in the middle of the 70th week, “sacrifice and gift offering will 
cease.” 

Verse 26 implies that the nation of Israel would not “make atonement for error,” 
which was the purpose of the 70 weeks. This is seen by the words in verse 26 that 
“the city and the holy place” will be brought to ruin. 

Jesus took the prophecy in Daniel 9:26, 27 as his point of departure, and we read 
in Matthew 24:1, 2: 

&!L)5'$%*+2!+#(1!<)/./!('/!#+!&*/!('C!,$#-!%&)!%)-5:)1!;.%!&*/!3*/0*5:)/!'55$#'0&)3!%#!
/&#(!&*-!%&)!;.*:3*+2/!#,!%&)!%)-5:)7$'$@+!$)/5#+/)!&)!/'*3!%#!%&)-H!IL#!QGR!+#%!;)&#:3!
'::!%&)/)!%&*+2/O!X$.:C!@!/'C!%#!QGR1!8C!+#!-)'+/!(*::!'!/%#+)!;)!:),%!&)$)!.5#+!'!/%#+)!
'+3!+#%!;)!%&$#(+!3#(+7D!!

What does “all these things” refer to? The disciples pointed to the temple 
buildings. However, from the Mount of Olives, Jesus and the disciples had a 
panoramic, elevated view of the old city of Jerusalem. So, it is likely that “all these 
things” referred to the whole city of Jerusalem, because Daniel said that both the city 
and the holy place would be destroyed. 

We find the reaction of the disciples in Matthew 24:3: 
"$P&*:)!&)!('/!/*%%*+2!.5#+!%&)!9#.+%!#,!G:*6)/1!%&)!3*/0*5:)/!'55$#'0&)3!&*-!5$*6'%):C1!
/'C*+2H!IX)::!./1!P&)+!(*::!%&)/)!%&*+2/!;)1! '+3!(&'%!(*::!;)!%&)!/*2+!#,!C#.$!5$)/)+0)!
V),5*1-#,W!'+3!#,!%&)!0#+0:./*#+!#,!%&)!/C/%)-!#,!%&*+2/!V-&%."/"#,-0.*10,#4%*-WOD  

When the disciples asked when “these things” would be, they evidently meant the 
destruction of Jerusalem and the temple. However, they associated two things with 
this destruction: the presence (5'3/&).') of Jesus, and the conclusion of the system of 
things ()8%,#-#.')$,/&$'.F%/)). Why did they do that? 
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!-%&!,5%&'(&!-%&%*1 &

The Greek word )8%,#-#.' refers to the end or to the last part of something. Jesus 
and the disciples spoke Hebrew, but they quoted the Greek Septuagint when writing 
the books of the Bible, and the Greek Theodotion translation when quoting from 
Daniel.  

The first part of Daniel 9:26 says:  
?+3!%&)!)+3!V73.-1!-&%."/"#,W!(*::!;)!:*J)!%&)!,:##3N!.+%*:!%&)!)+3!V73.-1!$,#5*-0-&%."/"#,W!%&)$)!
(*::!;)!('$7 !!

 We see that the Hebrew noun IE,) (“conclusion”) corresponds to the Greek noun 
)8%,#-#.'$(“conclusion”). The conclusion or end mentioned in 9:26 refers to the 
conclusion or end when Jerusalem and the temple in the future would be destroyed. 
Therefore, when Jesus spoke about the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple, it 
would be natural to combine this with the Hebrew word IE,)$from 9:26, which 
Matthew translated with the Greek word )8%,#-#.'.  

Daniel 9:26 uses )8%,#-#.' one time and <'.3/) )8%,#-#.' (“the conclusion of the 
appointed time”) one time. So why does Matthew use )8%,#-#.'$'./% (“the conclusion 
of the system of things”) and not <'.3/)$)8%,#-#.'$(“the conclusion of the appointed 
time”) in Matthew 24:3?  

The reason most likely is that the Hebrew word HF-J4 (Greek: '.F%) had a different 
meaning when Daniel wrote his book compared with the meaning of the word when 
Matthew wrote his book. In the Hebrew Scriptures, the noun HF-J4 is used with the 
meaning “time indefinite” — a time whose end is not known, which may or may not 
be eternal. 

However, in the last centuries of BCE, HF-J4$had received a new meaning. It still 
had the meaning “a time whose end is not known,” but the new meaning was that it 
was applied to the characteristics of a time period whose end is unknown. In other 
words, HF-J4$was$not only applied to time but also to a particular time period whose 
situation or system differed from other time periods, and which could be translated 
by “system of things.”  

The Mishna is a Jewish book, which presents the sayings of different rabbis from 
the time before the common era to the middle of the third century CE, when this 
book was written. In Pirke Avot 4:16, we read:  

^';;*!Q''J#6!/'*3H!X&*/!/C/%)-!#,!%&*+2/!V(264/2'0(,WWXW!*/!:*J)!'+!'+%)0&'-;)$!;),#$)!%&)!
/C/%)-!#,!%&*+2/!%#!0#-)!V(264/2'0(,DD,NW7!d$)5'$)!C#.$/):,!*+!%&)!'+%)0&'-;)$!/#!%&'%!C#.!
-'C!)+%)$!%&)!;'+T.)%*+2!&'::7!

Rabbi Yaakov lived in the last part of the second century CE, and he used the 
noun HF-J4 in the sense of “a time period characterized by particular events and 
actions.” He speaks of the present HF-J4$(“the present system of things”) and of the 
coming HF-J4$(“the coming system of things”). This shows that sometime after the 
last book of the Hebrew Scriptures was written and the last part of the second 
century CE, the Hebrew word HF-J4, whose meaning was “a period of time whose 
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length we do not know,” got the additional meaning “a time period characterized by 
particular actions and events, “a system of things.” 

The Greek word corresponding to the Hebrew word HF-J4 is '.F%, which both has 
the meanings “a time whose end we do not know” (often translated as ‘eternal’) and 
“system of things.” When Jesus and his disciples used the Hebrew word HF-J4, this is 
translated by the Greek word '.F%. There is one example of the words of Jesus that 
perfectly fit into our discussion, namely, Luke 18:28, 29 (above) and Mark 10:29, 30 
(below): 

!'%!8.%!d)%)$!/'*3H!I]##J\!P)!&'6)!:),%!#.$!#(+!%&*+2/!'+3!,#::#()3!C#.7D!!'($B)!/'*3!%#!
%&)-H!IX$.:C!@!/'C!%#!QGR1!X&)$)!*/!+#!#+)!(&#!&'/!:),%!&#./)!#$!(*,)!#$!;$#%&)$/!#$!
5'$)+%/!#$!0&*:3$)+!,#$!%&)!/'J)!#,!%&)!J*+23#-!#,!>#3!")$(&#!(*::!+#%!*+! '+C!('C!2)%!
-'+C! %*-)/! -#$)! *+! KLNQ) RM[NST) SW) KNUM! V$,#5*-0 (*1.*-W1! '+3! *+!KLM) `SUNOP) QXQKMU) SW)
KLNOPQ!V,#4%0"5$(*',#W!)6)$:'/%*+2!:*,)7D!!
'( !<)/./!/'*3H!IX$.:C!@!/'C!%#!QGR!-)+1!M#!#+)!&'/!:),%!&#./)!#$!;$#%&)$/!#$!/*/%)$/!#$!
-#%&)$!#$!,'%&)$!#$!0&*:3$)+!#$!,*):3/!,#$!-C!/'J)!'+3!,#$!%&)!/'J)!#,!%&)!2##3!+)(/!") !
(&#! (*::! +#%! 2)%! '! &.+3$)3,#:3!+#(! *+!KLNQ) RM[NST) SW) KNUM!V$,#5*-0 (*1.*-W1! &#./)/! '+3!
;$#%&)$/! '+3!/*/%)$/! '+3!-#%&)$/! '+3!0&*:3$)+! '+3!,*):3/1!(*%&!5)$/)0.%*#+/1!'+3!*+!KLM)
`SUNOP)QXQKMU)SW)KLNOPQ)V,#4%0"5$(*',#W!)6)$:'/%*+2!:*,)7!

When Mark and Luke used the words '.F%$ #3<"/4'., (“the coming system of 
things”), Jesus used the Hebrew words HF-J4$"'++'O, the same words that Rabbi 
Yaakov used 150 years later, according to the Mishna. This shows that when Jesus 
was on the earth, the Hebrew word HF-J4$had already received the new meaning of 
“system of things.” We also note that Matthew used the Greek words <'.3/)$"/&,/)$
(“this appointed time”) for “the present system of things.” This supports the 
meaning of '.F% as a special time period with particular characteristics. 

I will now return to the question why Matthew used the words )8%,#-#.' '.F%$in 
Matthew 24:3, and I quote Daniel 9:26 once more (above) and Daniel 12:4, 13 
(below): 

'*$?+3!%&)!)+3!V73.-1!-&%."/"#,W!(*::!;)!:*J)!%&)!,:##3N!.+%*:!%&)!)+3!V73.-1!$,#5*-0-&%."/"#,W!%&)$)!
(*::!;)!('$7 !
!$I?+3!'/!,#$!C#.1!G!L'+*):1!-'J)!/)0$)%!%&)!(#$3/!'+3!/)':!.5!%&)!;##J1!.+%*:!%&)!%*-)!
#,!E%&)F!)+3!V63.073.-0$,#5*-0-&%."/"#,W7!9'+C!(*::!$#6)! ';#.%1!'+3!%&)!E%$.)F!J+#(:)32)!(*::!
;)0#-)!';.+3'+%7D 
&"$I?+3!'/!,#$!C#.!C#.$/):,1!2#!%#('$3!%&)!)+3!V73.-WN!'+3!C#.!(*::!$)/%1!;.%!C#.!(*::!/%'+3!
.5!,#$!C#.$!:#%!'%!%&)!)+3!#,!%&)!3'C/!V73.-0&4'@0-&%."/"#,0(3'"5,W7!!

In all three expressions regarding the end, the noun )8%,#-#.' is used, also in Daniel 
9:26, which Jesus refers to in connection with the destruction of Jerusalem. That 
Matthew used the noun )8%,#-#.' is therefore logical. The noun )8%,#-#.' is modified 
one time with "E4#3/% (“days”) and two times with <'.3/) (“appointed time”) in Daniel 
chapter 12, but not with '.F%. There is a particular reason for this, namely, that '.F% 
at this time only referred to time and not to “a time period characterized by particular 
events.” This is seen in Daniel 9:7, where '.F% (Hebrew: HF-J4) is used with the 
meaning “time indefinite.” 
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However, when Matthew wrote his book, '.F% had received a meaning close to the 
meaning of <'.3/) — (<'.3/) = “appointed time”); '.F% = (“a time period characterized 
by particular events.”) Because of the additional meaning ascribed to '.F%, Matthew 
used the phrase )8%,#-#.'$'.F%, rather than )8%,#-#.'$<'.3/), as in Daniel 9:26. We note, 
however, that Jesus, both in Luke 18:29 and Mark 10:30 use <'.3/) and )8%,#-#.' in 
parallel, showing that both words can have about the same meaning. 

There is one more conclusion we can draw from this material that is based on 
Daniel 12:4: 

!$I?+3!'/!,#$!C#.1!G!L'+*):1!-'J)!/)0$)%!%&)!(#$3/!'+3!/)':!.5!%&)!;##J1!.+%*:!KLM)KNUM)
SW)^KLM_)MOT!V$,#5*-0-&%."/"#,1!63.073.-W7!9'+C!(*::!$#6)!';#.%1!'+3!%&)!E%$.)F!J+#(:)32)!(*::!
;)0#-)!';.+3'+%7D!  

Daniel speaks about “the time of the end,” which is expressed by the Hebrew 
phrase HE,$IE,)0U 0VHE,$U$“appointed time”; IE,)$U$“end, conclusion.”) The Herew phrase 
is rendered in the Septuagint as <'.3/)$)8%,#-#.'6$Because <'.3/) is used as a synonym 
for '.F%, the phrase )8%,#-#.'$'.F% (“the system of things”) of Matthew in 24:3 is the 
same as “the time of the end.” Thus, the disciples asked when Jerusalem and the 
temple will be destroyed, and what the sign of his presence and the time of the end 
would be. 

T.#$:'.:0&,2'.$ ('$ ("2,$ )2,:&,,2'.$2,$("-($b-(("#*$"-,$;'++'*#)$("#$
7"+-,#$ABCDEFEGH'HGIC$2.$b-(("#*$GJIQ$/+'<$C-.2#0$[IGP4$*"2:"$1#,&,$
+#/#++#)$('$*"#.$"#$,7'6#$-;'&($("#$)#,(+&:(2'.$'/$1#+&,-0#<$-.)$("#$
(#<70#8$

@.'("#+$ :'.:0&,2'.$ 2,$ ("-($ D("#$ :'.:0&,2'.$ '/$ ("#$ ,5,(#<$ '/$ ("2.3,E$
VABCDEFEGH'HGICW$2. $b-((# * $GJIQ$2,$2)#.(2:-0$*2("$e("#$(2<#$'/$("#$#.)f $
JKg($%g(,4$6-2+',$,5.(#0#2-K!2. $C-.2#0$HGIJ8$

!-%&2.%+%*)%&'(&8%+4+ &
In the first part of the question in Matthew 24:3, the word “presence” (5'3/&).') 

is used, and we must ask whether this word refers to something punctual or 
instantaneous, or whether it refers to a period of time, just as does )8%,#-#.' in the 
same verse. The word 5'3/&).' occurs 24 times in The Christian Greek Scriptures. 

According to Greek lexicons, the word was used in Hellenism for the presence of 
the gods and the visit of a ruler or a high official."(  It is not found in the Septuagint 
but occurs in the extra-canonical books of Judith (10:18), 2 Maccabees (8:12; 15:21), 
and 3 Maccabees (3:17), all with the meaning “presence.” Josephus used the word to 

 
hg7!E("*/*+#?,/0;#?.#*%,5&0*:0.("0Y"F0E"-.,'"%.1!`Hg`m7!
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refer to the presence of God in the Shekinah.")  Its use in The Christian Greek 
Scriptures indicates that it refers to a period of time.  

In Matthew 24:37–39, the 5'3/&).' of the Son of man parallels “$%&#5!.* of Noah” 
and not “$%&#5!. of Noah,” and in Philippians 2:12, 5'3/&).' is contrasted with '5/&).' 
(“absence”). Some lexicons have the punctual meaning “arrival” in addition to 
“presence.” I have checked the Classical Greek references for the meaning “arrival” 
in six lexicons, but in all cases, the meaning “presence” is possible, and the lexicons 
have not given a single clear example of the instantaneous meaning “arrival.” All 24 
examples of 5'3/&).' in the Christian Greek Scriptures accord with the meaning 
“presence.” So, 5'3/&).' refers to a period of time, just as does )8%,#-#.' in Matthew 
24:3. 

The disciples probably spoke Hebrew when they asked Jesus. But which Hebrew 
word did the apostles use? There are at least four candidates, as seen in Table 6.1.  

!"#$%&K('&!3%&L%#6%A&A16.&261:&A3073&"#$%&'(#&0,&/6"-,$"/%.&

b! '20N4.0D*N0,$20 P&'%!*/!'!/*2+!#,!C#.$!0#-*+2O!
h! '20N4.0DZN0,$2! P&'%!*/!'!/*2+!#,!C#.$!&'6*+2!2#+)!*+O!
i ! '20N4.0DZN0'"-(*D"D$2! P&'%!*/!'!/*2+!#,!C#.$!&'6*+2!$)%.$+)3O!
c! '20N4.0)2%X$2! P&'%!*/!'!/*2+!#,!C#.$!5$)/)+0)O!

Entry 1 is based on the translation of the Hebrew New Testament by F. Delitzsch. 
He uses the infinitive construct of the verb +FO (“come”), but that is a misleading 
translation of the Greek 5'3/&).' (“presence”), because +FO and 5'3/&).' have different 
semantic ranges. This is particularly clear when he also uses +FO to translate the verb 
#3<"/4'. (“come”).  

Entry 2 uses the substantive +@OJ from the root +FO. This word occurs only once in 
the Hebrew Scriptures, in Ezekiel 8:5, with the meaning “entrance.” In the Dead Sea 
Scrolls, the word is used 29 times, basically with the meaning “entrance.” One 
example of a verbal meaning is The Dead Sea Scrolls 3Q15 11:13: “on the left as you 
enter.” So, the substantive can be used for the act of entering a place. In the Mishnah, 
+@OJ is basically used with the meaning “sexual relations” (“to come into a woman”).  

In the 14th century CE, the Jewish writer Shem-Tob ben Isaac Ibn Shapruth wrote 
a polemic against Christians, presenting a Hebrew text of Matthew.#* In 24:3, 27, 39, 
he used the substantive +@OJ where the Greek text has 5'3/&).'. The Syriac Peshitta 
has the word 4#O,@,J, (“coming”), and the same is true with the Peshitta text in !"#$
V#9$L/:#%'%,$?3'4'.($A#)".,,'$!#1,$9.,"$>#+3#9$!3'%)-',./%. But the Hebrew translation 
in this book has +@OJ.  

The problem with the substantive +@OJ in relation to the Greek substantive 5'3/&).' 
is that we cannot be certain if the match is exact. The basic references of +@OJ are 
“entrance” and “going in,” and while 5'3/&).' implies that someone has come in and 

 
hm7!<#/)5&./1!=%.#71#.#"-0*:0.("0M"F-1!i7g7`!VhahWN!m7c7i!V``W7"
ia 7!4&)- SX#;!;)+!@/''0!@;+!4&'5$.%1!9'%%&)(1!B);$)(1!*+0#$5#$'%)3!'/!'!/)5'$'%)!0&'5%)$!*+!

ArA6)+!;#A0&'+7!
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is inside, we cannot be certain whether +@OJ can be used in this sense or whether it 
only describes the first phase of entering a place. 

Entry 3 uses a participle of the Hebrew verb )"N+ (“return”). This seems to be a 
good candidate because Jesus’ illustration taught the disciples that he would go away 
and then return. How such a participle can be used is seen in Ezekiel 38:8:  

@+!%&)!,*+':!5'$%/!VN,(,5Z.W!#,!%&)!C)'$/!C#.!(*::!0#-)!VD4N1!T':!*-5)$,)0%!h+3!57!-'/07!/*+27W!
%#!'!:'+3!%&'%!&'/!;))+!;$#.2&%!;'0J!V#$1!%&'%!&'/!;))+!$)%.$+)3W!V-([D!5#:):!5'$%*0*5:)W!
,$#-!%&)!/(#$37D!!

The piel stem in verbs like )"N+ which has a vowel and not a consonant in the middle, 
is called polel. This stem often has a resultative meaning—the patient is led through 
the end of an action and into the resultant state; the stress being on the state. For 
example, the verb +J3'< (“bless”) is almost exclusively used in the piel stem—the 
person (the patient) is led into a state of blessedness. The participle of a verb can 
function as a noun, and whether the reference is to the past, present, or future must 
be construed from the context.  

In Ezekiel 38:8, the time is present completed (English present perfect 
progressive) “has been returned.” Both the context and the resultative nature of the 
piel/polel stem are behind the meaning “has been returned.” We also note from the 
verse that there is a contrast between the imperfect of +/O (“will come”) and the polel 
participle of )"N+ (“has been returned”). So, if the apostles used the polel participle 
of )"N+, which is 4#)"/+#+<J, that would be a possible basis for the Greek translation 
5'3/&).'. 

Entry 4 uses the Hebrew substantive 5J%W whose basic meaning is “face, 
presence.” There are good reasons to believe that the disciples used the word 5J%W6 
It can be used as an adverbial (-#5J%#<J) with the meaning “before you,” and it can 
be used in the sense of “your presence” (5J%S<J). This is the case in Job 2:7. The 
RSV translates 5J%S more than one hundred times with “presence.” In the DSS, 5J%S 
is used more than 50 times with the meaning of “presence,” as in 1QHa 9:27: 
“Nothing is hidden, nor does anything exist apart from your presence (4.-5J%S<J; 4., 
[“from”], - [“to”], 5J%S$[“face”], <J [“your”]). 

The Mishnah also uses 5J%S in the sense of “presence,” as in Eruvin 7:11: “But 
they do not exact penalty for a man not in his presence (+#5J%J9; +# [“in”], 5J% 
[“face”], J9 [“his”]).  

The discussion above shows that the use of the infinitive construct of +/O$[entry 
1], as we find in the translation of Delitzsch, is a bad choice because +/O (“coming”) 
does not match the Greek substantive 5'3/&).'. The noun +@OJ [entry 2] is a better 
choice, but because we do not know with certainty whether it refers only to the 
entrance into a place or a state, or whether it refers to a place or state that has been 
reached (having come into the place/state, thus being present), we cannot know 
whether it exactly fits 5'3/&).'. The polel participle of )"N+ [entry 3] is a possible choice 
because it matches the Greek substantive 5'3/&).', but this meaning is not certain. 
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Because 5J%S [entry 4] has the lexical meaning “presence,” it is very likely that the 
disciples used this noun in their question in Matthew 24:3. 

The conclusion is that the Hebrew word I E,) (Greek: )8%,#-#.') in the last part of 
the apostles’ question in Matthew 24:3 is directly based on the book of Daniel, and 
the Hebrew word HF-J4 (Greek. '.F%) is indirectly based on Daniel. The word in the 
first part of the question is indirectly based on Daniel, on the words that the Son of 
man was coming with the clouds (Daniel 7:13, 14), and that the coming of the 
Messiah was mentioned in connection with the destruction of the temple (9:25, 26). 
It was directly based on the words of Jesus that he would go away and then return, 
and because they wanted a sign indicating that he had returned, they most likely used 
the noun$5J%S6$

The important point is that Jesus understood that the apostles asked about his 
presence, and not about his coming. We see this in Matthew 24:37-39: 

"#!"#$!Y./%!'/!%&)!3'C/!#,!M#'&!()$)1!/#!%&)!5$)/)+0)!V),5*1-#,W!#,!%&)!4#+!#,!-'+!(*::!;)7$
"%$"#$!'/!%&)C!()$)!*+!%&#/)!3'C/!;),#$)!%&)!,:##31!)'%*+2!'+3!3$*+J*+21!-)+!-'$$C*+2!'+3!
(#-)+!;)*+2!2*6)+!*+!-'$$*'2)1!.+%*:!%&)!3'C!%&'%!M#'&!)+%)$)3!*+%#!%&)!'$JN$"($'+3!%&)C!
%##J! +#! +#%)! .+%*:! %&)! ,:##3! 0'-)!V"5$(*',#W!'+3! /()5%! %&)-! '::! '('C1!/#! %&)!
5$)/)+0)!V),5*1-#,W!#,!%&)!4#+!#,!-'+!(*::!;)7! 

We note that the word 5'3/&).' is parallel with “$%&#5!.* of Noah.” This means 
that 5'3/&).'$refers to a period of time, a presence, and not to an instantaneous 
coming. However, the Greek word #3<"/4'. with the meaning of an instantaneous 
coming, is also used, and it is applied to the end of “the days of Noah.” 

a#+#$ *#$ ,##$ ("#$ ,2(&-(2'.$("-($ 2,$ #>2)#.($ ("+'&3"'&($ 1#,&,O$ *"'0#$
7+'7"#:5I$1#,&,$+#(&+.,$-.)$2,$7+#,#.($V!"#%&'"W4$-.)$-($("#$#.)$'/$"2,$
7+#,#.:#$"#$2,$:'<2.3$-,$("#$M&)3#$2.$("#$3+#-($(+2;&0-(2'.8$$

3-0&!-%&"2'+!$%+&"+6%1&('.&"&+,/* &
Jesus had several times told his disciples that he would go away and then return, 

as we see in Luke 17:22 (above), 18:8 (middle), and 19:10-27 (below): 
''$ X&)+!&)!/'*3!%#!%&)!3*/0*5:)/H!IL'C/!(*::!0#-)!(&)+!QGR!(*::!3)/*$)!%#!/))!#+)!#,!%&)!
3'C/!#,!%&)!3SO)SW)UIO!;.%!QGR!(*::!+#%!/))!E*%F7!!
%$M)6)$%&):)//1!(&)+!KLM)3SO)SW)UIO!'$$*6)/1!(*::!&)!$)'::C!,*+3!%&)!,'*%&!#+!%&)!)'$%&OD!
&)$"#$!KLM)3SO)SW)UIO!0'-)!%#!/))J!'+3!%#!/'6)!(&'%!('/!:#/%7D$&&$P&*:)!%&)C!()$)!:*/%)+*+2!
%#!%&)/)!%&*+2/!&)!/5#J)!*+! '33*%*#+!'+!*::./%$'%*#+1!;)0'./)!&)!('/!+)'$!<)$./':)-! '+3!
%&)C! ()$)! *-'2*+*+2! %&'%! %&)! J*+23#-! #,! >#3! ('/! 2#*+2! %#! 3*/5:'C! *%/):,! *+/%'+%:C7$&'$

X&)$),#$)!&)! /'*3H! I1) `M[KINO)UIO)SW)OSgJM)gN[KL)K[I\MJMT)KS) I)TNQKIOK)JIOT)KS)QM`Y[M)
cNOPJX) RSZM[)WS[) LNUQMJW) IOT)KS) [MKY[Oa$&"$U'::*+2! %)+! /:'6)/! #,! &*/! &)! 2'6)! %&)-! %)+!
-* ʹ+'/ !'+3!%#:3!%&)-1!=L#!;./*+)//!%*::!@!0#-)7A$&!$8.%!&*/!0*%*k)+/!&'%)3!&*-!'+3!/)+%!#.%!
'!;#3C!#,!'-;'//'3#$/!',%)$!&*-1!%#!/'C1!=P)!3#!+#%!('+%!%&*/!E-'+F!%#!;)0#-)!J*+2!#6)$!
./7A!
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&+$!I -\MOKYIJJX)ZLMO)LM)PSK)gI`c)IWKM[)LI\NOP)QM`Y[MT)KLM)cNOPJX)RSZM[V!&)!0#--'+3)3!
%#! ;)! 0'::)3!%#!&*-!%&)/)! /:'6)/!%#! (&#-!&)!&'3!2*6)+!%&)! /*:6)$! -#+)C1! *+!#$3)$!%#!
'/0)$%'*+!(&'%!%&)C!&'3!2'*+)3!;C!;./*+)//!'0%*6*%C7$&*$X&)+!%&)!,*$/%!#+)!5$)/)+%)3!&*-/):,1!
/'C*+21!=]#$31!C#.$!-*́+'!2'*+)3!%)+!-*́+'/7A$&#$4#!&)!/'*3!%#!&*-1!=P)::!3#+)1!2##3!/:'6)\!
8)0'./)!*+!'!6)$C!/-'::!-'%%)$!C#.!&'6)!5$#6)3!C#.$/):,!,'*%&,.:1!&#:3!'.%&#$*%C!#6)$!%)+!
0*%*)/7A$&%$M#(!%&)!/)0#+3!0'-)1!/'C*+21!=Q#.$!-*ʹ+'1!]#$31!-'3)!,*6)!-* ʹ+'/7A$&($B)!/'*3!%#!
%&*/!#+)! ':/#1!=Q#.1!%##1!;)!*+!0&'$2)!#,! ,*6)!0*%*)/7A$')$ 8.%!'!3*,,)$)+%!#+)!0'-)1!/'C*+21!
=]#$31!&)$)!*/!C#.$!-*ʹ+'1!%&'%!@!J)5%!:'*3!'('C!*+!'!0:#%&7!'& Q#.!/))1!@!('/!*+!,)'$!#,!C#.1!
;)0'./)!C#.!'$)!'!&'$/&!-'+N!C#.!%'J)!.5!(&'%!C#.!3*3!+#%!3)5#/*%!'+3!C#.!$)'5!(&'%!C#.!
3*3!+#%!/#(7A$''$ B)!/'*3!%#!&*-1!=G.%!#,!C#.$!#(+!-#.%&!@!Y.32)!C#.1!(*0J)3!/:'6)7!Q#.!
J+)(1!3*3!C#.1!%&'%!@!'-!'!&'$/&!-'+1!%'J*+2!.5!(&'%!@!3*3!+#%!3)5#/*%!'+3!$)'5*+2!(&'%!
@!3*3!+#%!/#(O$'"$B)+0)!(&C!*/!*%!C#.!3*3!+#%!5.%!-C!/*:6)$!-#+)C!*+!'!;'+JO!X&)+!#+!-C!
'$$*6':!@!(#.:3!&'6)!0#::)0%)3!*%!(*%&!*+%)$)/%7A$'!$ IP*%&!%&'%!&)!/'*3!%#!%&#/)!/%'+3*+2!;C1!
=X'J)!%&)!-*ʹ+'!,$#-!&*-!'+3!2*6)!*%!%#!&*-!%&'%!&'/!%&)!%)+!-*ʹ+'/7A$'+$8.%!%&)C!/'*3!%#!
&*-1!=]#$31!&)!&'/!%)+!-*ʹ+'/\A[ !'* !=@!/'C!%#!QGR1!X#!)6)$C#+)!%&'%!&'/1!-#$)!(*::! ;)!
2*6)+N! ;.%! ,$#-! %&)! #+)! %&'%! 3#)/! +#%! &'6)1! )6)+! (&'%! &)! &'/! (*::! ;)! %'J)+! '('C7$'#$

9#$)#6)$1! %&)/)! )+)-*)/! #,! -*+)! %&'%! 3*3! +#%! ('+%! -)! %#! ;)0#-)! J*+2! #6)$!
%&)-!8^@M>!&)$)!'+3!/:'.2&%)$!%&)-!;),#$)!-)7AD!!

That Jesus should go away and then return was connected with the expression 
“the Son of man” that he applied to himself. Luke 17:22 suggests that at some point 
of time, the Son of man would not be present. Luke 18:8 implies that the Son of man 
would be absent and then return. The illustration in Luke 19:10-27 about a man of 
noble birth who would travel to a distant land “to secure kingly power” and then “to 
return” is also connected with the Son of Man. 

"34 !]48959W!2= !\ "34!;29!2= !]89 ^!'

There is nothing special about the expression “Son of man.” In Hebrew, the 
corresponding words +#%$"JOJ*J4$is a common expression for “a human being” or 
“a man.” And the corresponding Greek expression "/$'%,"3F5/) has the same general 
meaning. This means that the three examples of “Son of man” in the quotations 
above would not, at the outset, have any special meaning for the listeners. The 
reference would be general, to one who was a human being. 

Why would “the Son of man” get a special meaning, we may say “a technical 
meaning” in the minds of the disciples? The expression “Son of man” is found in 
Daniel 7:13, 14: 

!&"!I@!J)5%!#+!;)&#:3*+2!*+!%&)!6*/*#+/!#,!%&)!+*2&%1!'+31!/))!%&)$)\!(*%&!%&)!0:#.3/!#,!%&)!
&)'6)+/!/#-)#+)!:*J)! I)QSO)SW)UIO!&'55)+)3!%#!;)!0#-*+2N!'+3!%#!%&)!?+0*)+%!#,!L'C/!&)!
2'*+)3!'00)//1!'+3!%&)C!;$#.2&%!&*-!.5!0:#/)!)6)+!;),#$)!%&'%!G+)7$&!$?+3!%#!&*-!%&)$)!
()$)! 2*6)+! $.:)$/&*5!'+3! 3*2+*%C!'+3! J*+23#-1!%&'%! %&)! 5)#5:)/1! +'%*#+':! 2$#.5/! '+3!
:'+2.'2)/!/&#.:3!'::!/)$6)!)6)+!&*-7 !B*/!$.:)$/&*5!*/!'+!*+3),*+*%):C!:'/%*+2!$.:)$/&*5!%&'%!
(*::!+#%!5'//!'('C1!'+3!&*/!J*+23#-!#+)!%&'%!(*::!+#%!;)!;$#.2&%!%#!$.*+7  

In this vision, the Son of man is in heaven, and he receives “rulership and dignity 
and kingdom.” This shows that the expression “Son of man,” which is a common 
expression for “a human being” does not always refer to “human beings” generally. 
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But “the Son of man” in this text is used in a technical sense, referring to one “human 
being” who is given kingly power in heaven. 

But why would the disciples understand that “the Son of man” in the words of 
Jesus was not a general expression for “human being” but was used in a technical 
sense? Chapter 7 in Daniel is written in Aramaic and “Son of man” is written as +'3$
OS%/)". Jesus spoke Hebrew, but there are several examples of him also using Aramaic 
words. If he, in the passages quoted above spoke Hebrew, but among his Hebrew 
words, used the Aramaic words +'3$ OS%/)", his disciples would immediately 
understand that “the Son of man” was used in a technical sense, and that Jesus 
referred to the prophecy of Daniel. 

Immediately before the illustration from Luke 19:10-27 quoted above, Jesus refers 
to “the Son of man.” And his following illustration is based on the prophecy about 
the Son of man in Daniel 7:13, 14, which his disciples may have understood. But 
how would his disciples understand this illustration? 

"34!;5W9!2=!"34!014;4964!2=!U4;X;! '

When Jesus told the illustration in Luke 19:10-27, he was in the land of Israel, not 
far from Jerusalem, and the disciples naturally understood him to mean that he would 
return to the land of Israel as king. This is supported by their question in Acts 1:6: 

*$P&)+1!+#(1!%&)C!&'3! '//)-;:)31!%&)C! ()+%! '/J*+2!&*-H! I]#$31!'$)!C#.!$)/%#$*+2!%&)!
J*+23#-!%#!@/$'):!'%!%&*/!%*-)OD!!

Now we have a background for understanding the disciples’ question regarding 
the sign of Jesus’ presence and the conclusion of the system of things: 

!"#$)2,:270#,$#A7#:(#)$("-($1#,&,$*'&0)$3'$-*-5$-.)$("#.$+#(&+.$('$("#$
0-.)$'/$B,+-#0$-,$62.38$B/$"#$*#+#$('$:'<#$('$-.'("#+$7-+($'/$("#$0-.)$("-. $
("#5$*#+#4$("#5$*-.(#)$('$6.'*$*"-($("#$,23.$*-,$("-($"#$"-)$+#(&+.#)4$
,'$("#5$:'&0)$,#-+:"$/'+$"2<?#

This view of the disciples was based on the words of Jesus that he would go away 
and then return, and on his words in John 7:32-36 (above) and 13:33 (below): 

"'$X&)!d&'$*/))/!&)'$3!%&)!0$#(3!-.$-.$*+2!%&)/)!%&*+2/!';#.%!&*-1!'+3!%&)!0&*),!5$*)/%/!
'+3! %&)! d&'$*/))/! 3*/5'%0&)3! #,,*0)$/! %#! 2)%! &#:3! #,! &*-7$""$X&)$),#$)! <)/./! /'*3H! I@!
0#+%*+.)!'!:*%%:)!(&*:)!:#+2)$!(*%&!QGR!;),#$)!@!2#!%#!&*-!%&'%!/)+%!-)7$"!$0%' )ZNJJ)JSSc)
WS[)UMV)gYK)0%' )ZNJJ)OSK)WNOT)UM1!'+3!(&)$)!@!'-!QGR!0'++#%!0#-)7D$"+$X&)$),#$)!%&)!
<)(/!/'*3!'-#+2!%&)-/):6)/H!IP&)$)!3#)/!%&*/!E-'+F!*+%)+3!2#*+21!/#!%&'%!()!/&'::!+#%!
,*+3!&*-O!B)!3#)/!+#%!*+%)+3!%#!2#!%#!%&)!E<)(/F!3*/5)$/)3!'-#+2!%&)!>$))J/!'+3!%)'0&!
%&)!>$))J/1!3#)/!&)O!"* !P&'%!3#)/!%&*/!/'C*+2!-)'+!%&'%!&)!/'*31!=QGR!(*::!:##J!,#$!-)1!
;.%!QGR!(*::!+#%!,*+3!-)1!'+3!(&)$)!@!'-!QGR!0'++#%!0#-)AOD!!
"&!B)+0)!(&)+!&)!&'3!2#+)!#.%1!<)/./!/'*3H!IM#(!%&)!4#+!#,!-'+!*/!2:#$*,*)31!'+3!>#3!*/!
2:#$*,*)3!*+!0#++)0%*#+!(*%&!&*-7$"' ?+3!>#3!(*::!&*-/):,!2:#$*,C!&*-1!'+3!&)!(*::!2:#$*,C!
&*-!*--)3*'%):C7!"" !]*%%:)!0&*:3$)+1!!)IU)ZNKL)0%' )I)JNKKJM)JSOPM[a)0%' )ZNJJ)JSSc)WS[)UMN!
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The disciples did not have a good understanding of what would happen in the 
future. They understood that Jesus was “the Son of man” mentioned in Daniel 7:13, 
14, and that he would go away to receive kingly power, and that he would return to 
Israel as king. They also understood that Jerusalem and the temple would be 
destroyed 

Their question was about when Jerusalem would be destroyed. But why did they 
associate the return of Jesus with the destruction of Jerusalem? This was a logical 
conclusion because the prophecy about the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple 
is found in Daniel 9:26, and the prophecy of the coming of the Messiah and his 
cutting off is found in 9:25-27. Associating Jesus’ return with the destruction of 
Jerusalem would therefore be logical. 

Jesus understood the background of the disciples’ question: that they wanted to 
know the sign that he had returned, so they could start looking for him. We see this 
in Matthew 24:23-27: 

'" !IX&)+!*,!'+C#+)!/'C/!%#!QGR1!=]##J\!B)$)!*/!%&)!U&$*/%1A!#$1!=X&)$)\A!3#!+#%!;):*)6)!*%7$

'!$"#$!,':/)!U&$*/%/!'+3!,':/)!5$#5&)%/!(*::!'$*/)!'+3!(*::!2*6)!2$)'%!/*2+/!'+3!(#+3)$/!/#!'/!
%#! -*/:)'31! *,! 5#//*;:)1! )6)+! %&)! 0&#/)+! #+)/7$'+$ ]##J\! @! &'6)! ,#$)('$+)3!QGR7$'*$

X&)$),#$)1!*,!5)#5:)!/'C!%#!QGR1!=]##J\!B)!*/!*+!%&)!(*:3)$+)//1A!3#!+#%!2#!#.%N!=]##J\!
B)!*/!*+!%&)!*++)$!0&'-;)$/1A!3#!+#%!;):*)6)!*%7$'#$"#$!Y./%!'/!%&)!:*2&%+*+2!0#-)/!#.%!#,!
)'/%)$+!5'$%/!'+3!/&*+)/!#6)$!%#!()/%)$+!5'$%/1!/#!%&)!5$)/)+0)!#,!%&)!4#+!#,!-'+!(*::!;)7!

The disciples believed that Jesus would return as a man who had received kingly 
power to the land of Israel. But the words in the quotation imply that he would not 
return as a man. So, there was no purpose to search for him. The words of verse 27 
also imply, without saying so directly, that his return would be invisible. 

!"#$%&K()&!3%&#",0,&216&/3%&.0,70+$%,E&/36%%&M8%,/01-,&0-&/3%&#115&12&<"-0%$&

367@% D8FF% <67;7% <68@9;% [<67%
B7;<:>H<8A@% AK% 07:>;CF7M% C@B% <67%
<7M?F7\%L7]%

&@B% <67% H8<G% C@B% <67% 6AFG% ?FCH7%<67% ?7A?F7% AK% C%
F7CB7:% <6C<% 8;% HAM8@9% D8FF% L:8@9% <A% <678:%
:>8@=%I2C@87F%ZWV^J%

36C<% D8FF% L7% <67% ;89@% AK% GA>:%
?:7;7@H7]%

%1 @<8F%/ 7;;8C6N%<67% 57CB7:N%<67:7% D8FF% L7% ;7E7@%
D77X;N%CF;A%;8_<G`<DA%D77X;=%I2C@87F%ZWVaJ%

36C<% D8FF% L7% <67% ;89@% AK% <67%
HA@HF>;8A@%IQXOKMJMNIJ%AK%<68@9;]%

&@B%<67%7@B%AK%8<%D8FF%L7%LG%<67%KFAAB=%&@B%>@<8F%<67%
7@B%<67:7%D8FF%L7%DC:=%I2C@87F%ZWV^J%

Jesus words in Matthew 24:1, 2 are based on Daniel 9:26, and the disciples’ three 
questions were also directly or indirectly based on Daniel 9:25, 26, and 7:13, 14. 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 
ÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐ 

#*+)2',2!,,8+"#)%2)8/##*+6)>?;? B>>)

)
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I showed in chapter 4 that some prophecies in the Hebrew Scriptures have 

two fulfillments, one miniature fulfillment in the first century and the larger 

and final fulfillment in  the time of the end. 

This is also the case with Matthew 24:4-22. In the verses, sometimes the 

miniature fulfillment in Judea is directly mentioned, and we must find the 

larger and final fulfillment  in the time of the end. Other times, the larger and 

final fulfillment in the time of the end is directly mentioned by referring to all 

the nations of the world. Then we must find the miniature fulfillment.  

I first analyze all the miniature fulfillments of Matthew 24:4-22. Then 

follows an analysis of the greater and final fulfillments. 

 

The time setting discussed in chapter 4 shows that verses 4-22 had a miniature 
fulfillment between the years 33 and 70, and that they have a larger and final 
fulfillment between 1914 and the great tribulation. I will now discuss these two 
fulfillments in detail. 

!-%& 5,*,"!4.%& (4$(,$$5%*!&,*&!-%&(,.+!&
)%*!4.0&)% &

The expression “miniature fulfillment” means that the prophetic words of Jesus 
that later would be fulfilled on a worldwide scale were now fulfilled on a smaller 
scale, on the Jewish nation. I will discuss each verse in turn. 

! !?+3!*+!'+/()$!<)/./!/'*3!%#!%&)-H!I]##J!#.%!%&'%!+#;#3C!-*/:)'3/!QGRN$+$,#$!-'+C!(*::!
0#-)!#+!%&)!;'/*/!#,!-C!+'-)1!/'C*+21!=@!'-!%&)!U&$*/%1A!'+3!(*::!-*/:)'3!-'+C7 !

The expression “come on the basis of my name” does not mean that they will say, 
“I am Jesus.” But the Hebrew idiom is to claim the same authority as the person. 
The Hebrew word 4J)"@' " means “the anointed one,” the one who is appointed. The 
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word is applied to kings, priests, and prophets who are appointed to an office. So, 
the words regarding Christ mean that persons will come claiming to be appointed by 
God. 

We can see the general view of the people when someone would claim to be 
appointed by God in the words of Luke 3:15 (above) and John 1:19-21 (below): 

&+$!M#(!'/!%&)!5)#5:)!()$)!*+!)K5)0%'%*#+!'+3!'::!()$)!$)'/#+*+2!*+!%&)*$!&)'$%/!';#.%!<#&+H!
I9'C!&)!5)$&'5/!;)!%&)!U&$*/%OD!!
&(!M#(!%&*/! */!%&)! (*%+)//!#,!<#&+! (&)+!%&)!<)(/! /)+%! ,#$%&!5$*)/%/! '+3! ])6*%)/! ,$#-!
<)$./':)-!%#!&*-!%#!'/J!&*-H!IP&#!'$)!C#.OD$$') !?+3!&)!0#+,)//)3!'+3!3*3!+#%!3)+C1!;.%!
0#+,)//)3H! I@! '-! +#%! %&)! U&$*/%7D!'&! 4+3! %&)C! '/J)3! &*-H! IP&'%1! %&)+O! ?$)! C#.!
re:*́Y'&OD!!?+3!&)!/'*3H!I!@!'-!+#%7D!I?$)!C#.!X&)!d$#5&)%OD!?+3!&)!'+/()$)3H!IM#\D!!!

The Jewish people waited for the Meshiah, Elijah, and “the prophet,” so it would 
not necessarily be difficult for an impostor to persuade someone that he was 
appointed by God. 

In his writings, Josephus mentions different persons who claimed that they were 
appointed by God, such as Theudas, who persuaded a great number of people that 
he was a prophet: 

@%! 0'-)! %#! 5'//1! (&*:)!EU./5*./F! "'3./ !('/ !5$#0.$'%#$!#,!<.3)' ! EccScn! UrF1! %&'%! '!
0)$%'*+!0&'$:'%'+1!(&#/)!+'-)!('/! #LMYTIQ1!5)$/.'3)3!'!2$)'%!5'$%!#,!%&)!5)#5:)!%#!%'J)!
%&)*$! ),,)0%/! (*%&! %&)-1! '+3! ,#::#(! &*-! %#! %&)!<#$3'+! $*6)$N!WS[) LM) KSJT) KLMU) LM) ZIQ)
I )R[SRLMK1!'+3!%&'%!&)!(#.:31!;C!&*/!#(+!0#--'+31!3*6*3)!%&)!$*6)$1!'+3!',,#$3!%&)-!'+!
)'/C!5'//'2)!#6)$!*%7!9'+C!()$)!3):.3)3!;C!&*/!(#$3/7!B#()6)$1!"'3./!3*3!+#%!5)$-*%!
%&)-!%#!%'J)!'+C!'36'+%'2)!#,!&*/!(*:3!'%%)-5%!;.%!/)+%!'!%$##5!#,!&#$/)-)+!#.%!'2'*+/%!
%&)-7!?,%)$!,'::*+2!.5#+!%&)-!.+)K5)0%)3:C1!%&)C!/:)(!-'+C!#,!%&)-!'+3!%##J!-'+C!#,!
%&)-!':*6)7!X&)C!':/#!%##J!X&).3'/!':*6)1!0.%!#,,!&*/!&)'31!'+3!0'$$*)3!*%!%#!<)$./':)-7"&!

Josephus speaks of “another body or wicked men” who claimed divine inspiration 
and mastered a group of thirty thousand men: 

abc=!X&)$)!('/!':/#! IOSKLM[)gSTX)SW)ZN`cMT)UMO!2#%%)+!%#2)%&)$1!+#%!/#!*-5.$)!*+!%&)*$!
'0%*#+/1!;.%!-#$)!(*0J)3!*+!%&)*$!*+%)+%*#+/1!(&*0&!:'*3!('/%)!%&)!&'55C!/%'%)!#,!%&)!0*%C!
+#!:)//!%&'+!3*3!%&)/)!-.$3)$)$/7!h`m7%#LMQM)ZM[M)QY`L)UMO)IQ)TM`MN\MT)IOT)TMJYTMT)KLM)
RMSRJM) YOTM[) R[MKMOQM) SW) &N\NOM) NOQRN[IKNSO1! ;.%! ()$)! ,#$! 5$#0.$*+2! *++#6'%*#+/! '+3!
0&'+2)/!#,!%&)!2#6)$+-)+%N!'+3!%&)/)!5$)6'*:)3!(*%&!%&)!-.:%*%.3)!%#!'0%!:*J)!-'3-)+1!
IOT)ZMOK)gMWS[M)KLMU)NOKS)KLM)ZNJTM[OMQQV)IQ)R[MKMOTNOP)KLIK)/ST)ZSYJT)KLM[M)QLSZ)KLMU)
KLM)QNPOIJQ)SW)JNgM[KX7!hna7%8.%!"):*K!%&#.2&%!%&*/!5$#0)3.$)!('/!%#!;)!%&)!;)2*++*+2!#,!'!
$)6#:%N!/#!&)!/)+%!/#-)!&#$/)-)+!'+3!,##%-)+!;#%&!'$-)31!(&#!3)/%$#C)3!'!2$)'%!+.-;)$!
#,!%&)-7!

ade7!8.%!KLM[M)ZIQ)IO)-PXRKNIO)WIJQM)R[SRLMK!%&'%!3*3!%&)!<)(/!-#$)!-*/0&*),!%&'+!%&)!
,#$-)$N!,#$!&)!('/! '!0&)'%1!'+3!R[MKMOTMT)KS)gM)I)R[SRLMK)IJQS1!'+3!2#%!%#2)%&)$!%&*$%C!
%&#./'+3! -)+! %&'%! ()$)! 3):.3)3! ;C! &*-N!hnh7%%&)/)! &)! :)3! $#.+3! ';#.%! ,$#-! %&)!
(*:3)$+)//!%#!%&)!-#.+%!(&*0&!('/!0'::)3!%&)!9#.+%!#,!G:*6)/1!'+3!('/!$)'3C!%#!;$)'J!
*+%#!<)$./':)-! ;C!,#$0)! ,$#-!%&'%!5:'0)N! '+3!*,!&)!0#.:3!;.%!#+0)!0#+T.)$!%&)!^#-'+!
2'$$*/#+!'+3!%&)!5)#5:)1!&)!*+%)+3)3!%#!3#-*+))$!#6)$!%&)-!;C!%&)!'//*/%'+0)!#,!%&#/)!
2.'$3/! #,! &*/! %&'%! ()$)! %#! ;$)'J! *+%#! %&)! 0*%C! (*%&! &*-7!hni7!8.%! "):*K! 5$)6)+%)3! &*/!
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'%%)-5%1!'+3!-)%!&*-!(*%&!&*/!^#-'+!/#:3*)$/1!(&*:)! '::!%&)!5)#5:)! '//*/%)3!&*-!*+!&*/!
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Jesus had prophesied that Jerusalem would be destroyed. The Egyptian false 
prophet did the opposite, by leading his 30,000 men into the city and trying to 
conquer the Roman garrison. He and the other men who claimed Messianic authority 
wanted to preserve Jerusalem as a Jewish city. 

#$I"#$!+'%*#+!(*::!$*/)!'2'*+/%!+'%*#+!'+3!J*+23#-!'2'*+/%!J*+23#-1!'+3!%&)$)!(*::!;)!,##3!
/&#$%'2)/!'+3!)'$%&T.'J)/!*+!#+)!5:'0)!',%)$!'+#%&)$7!%!?::!%&)/)!%&*+2/!'$)!'!;)2*++*+2!#,!
5'+2/!#,!3*/%$)//7!

There were many wars in the first century: 

The Roman conquest of Britain between 43 and 96 CE. 
A Roman civil war following the death of Emperor Nero in 68 CE. 
The Roman – Parthian wars 54 BCE – 217 CE. 
The Revolt of Baudica against the Roman occupation of Britain in 60- 61 CE. 
The Jewish — Roman war with the siege of Jerusalem in 66 CE, the 
destruction of the city in 70 CE, and the fall of the last Jewish fortress at 
Masada in 73 CE. 

There were food shortages in the first century CE. The Christian prophet Agabus 
prophesied about a great famine, according to Acts 11:28: 

'%$G+)!#,!%&)-!+'-)3!?2 ʹ'e;./ !$#/)!'+3!5$#0))3)3!%#!*+3*0'%)!%&$#.2&!%&)!/5*$*%!%&'%!'!
2$)'%!,'-*+)!('/!';#.%!%#!0#-)!.5#+!%&)!)+%*$)!*+&';*%)3!)'$%&N!(&*0&1!,#$!%&'%!-'%%)$1!
3*3!%'J)!5:'0)!*+!%&)!%*-)!#,!U:'.3*./7!!

Emperor Claudius reigned between 41 and 54 CE. Historians confirm a great 
famine in Judea and Rome between 45 and 48 CE, as well as during the reign of Nero 
between 51 and 63 CE. Famine is often the result of war. 

Jesus also mentioned earthquakes. There was an earthquake when Jesus was 
fastened to the pole. There was a major earthquake in 60 or 61 CE that destroyed 
the city Laodicea in the Lycus Valley in Asia Minor. There was also a major 
earthquake in 62 CE that damaged Pompeii and Herculaneum in Campania, Italy. 

 Because only major earthquakes were mentioned by sources in the first century 
CE, there would also have been a number of other great earthquakes in that century. 

($IX&)+!5)#5:)! (*::!3):*6)$!QGR!.5!%#!%$*;.:'%*#+!'+3!(*::!J*::!QGR1!IOT)0%' )ZNJJ)gM)
SghM`KQ)SW)LIK[MT)gX)IJJ)KLM)OIKNSOQ)SO)I``SYOK)SW)UX)OIUMa!&)$X&)+1!':/#1!-'+C!(*::!;)!
/%.-;:)3 !'+3! (*::! ;)%$'C! #+)! '+#%&)$! '+3! (*::! &'%)! #+)! '+#%&)$7$&&$?+3! -'+C! ,':/)!
5$#5&)%/!(*::!'$*/)!'+3!-*/:)'3!-'+CN $&'$'+3!;)0'./)!#,!%&)!*+0$)'/*+2!#,!:'(:)//+)// !%&)!
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:#6)!#,!%&)!2$)'%)$!+.-;)$!(*::!0##:!#,,7$&"$8.%!&)!%&'%!&'/!)+3.$)3!%#!%&)!)+3!V,#-/)W!*/!%&)!
#+)!%&'%!(*::!;)!/'6)37!

These words focus on the fulfillment in the time of the end, because “all the 
nations” will hate the followers of Jesus. As a comment to the words of Jesus that 
his followers was be persecuted in the first century, I will only quote Acts 8:1: 

&! 4'.:1! ,#$! &*/! 5'$%1! ('/! '55$#6*+2! #,! %&)! -.$3)$! #,! &*-7! G+! %&'%! 3'C! 2$)'%!
5)$/)0.%*#+!'$#/)!'2'*+/%!%&)!0#+2$)2'%*#+!%&'%!('/!*+!<)$./':)-N!'::!)K0)5%!%&)!'5#/%:)/!
()$)!/0'%%)$)3!%&$#.2&#.%!%&)!$)2*#+/!#,!<.e3)ʹ'!'+3!4'e-'$ ʹ*e'7!!

There is no doubt that the Christians were persecuted in the first century CE, as 
the prophecy says. 

I will comment on the last clause in 24:13, “But he that has endured to the end is 
the one that will be saved ()FTF).” How would the disciples understand the Greek 
word )FTFH$(“save, resuce”)? The Hebrew word that Jesus spoke was evidently 8J)"', 
which was translated by the Greek word )FTF. Both words have the meaning “to be 
rescued, delivered.” The disciples understood the word in this sense because when 
they were on the point of drowning, they asked Jesus to save ()FTF) their lives. 
(Matthew 8:25) 

Jesus did not tell them from what those who endured to the end would be saved. 
However, he used the same word 8J)"'$(“save”) in Matthew 24:22, and here it means 
being rescued from the great tribulation that occurred in 70 CE. This means that 
“the end” (,#-/)) in 24:13 is the same as the great tribulation in 24:22. Thus, Jesus says 
that those who endure as his true followers until the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 
CE, would not die in this great tribulation. 

&!!?+3!%&*/!2##3!+)(/!#,!%&)!J*+23#-!(*::! ;)!5$)'0&)3!*+! '::!%&)!*+&';*%)3!)'$%&!,#$! '!
(*%+)//!%#!'::!%&)!+'%*#+/N!'+3!%&)+!%&)!)+3!(*::!0#-)7 

 These words relate directly to the fulfillment in the time of the end because all 
the nations of the inhabited earth are mentioned. The followers of Jesus preached 
the good news of the kingdom throughout the Middle East in the first century CE. 
But traveling from place to place was time-consuming, and this meant that only a 
restricted number of people could be reached with the good news.  

Paul wrote in Colossians 1:23: 
'"$!5$#6*3)31!#,!0#.$/)1!%&'%!QGR!0#+%*+.)!*+!%&)!,'*%&1!)/%';:*/&)3!#+!%&)!,#.+3'%*#+!'+3!
/%)'3,'/%!'+3! +#%! ;)*+2! /&*,%)3! '('C! ,$#-! %&)! &#5)! #,! %&'%! 2##3! +)(/!
(&*0&!QGR!&)'$31!'+3!(&*0&!('/!5$)'0&)3 !NO!V"%W!IJJ)`[MIKNSO)KLIK)NQ)YOTM[)LMI\MO7!G,!
%&*/!E2##3!+)(/F!@!d'.:!;)0'-)!'!-*+*/%)$7!!

The preposition #% followed by dative, as here, has the meaning “in, among.” So, 
the good news was not preached 0/3 “all creation that is under heaven” but '4/%;$
these. And the phrase “under heaven” refers to the nations in the Middle East. These 
words show a miniature fulfillment of the prophecy about the preaching of the good 
news to all the nations in the first century CE.  
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&+!IX&)$),#$)1! (&)+!QGR!0'%0&! /*2&%!#,!%&)!3*/2./%*+2!%&*+2!%&'%!0'./)/!3)/#:'%*#+1! '/!
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%&)!&#./)%#5!+#%!0#-)!3#(+!%#!%'J)!%&)!2##3/!#.%!#,!&*/!&#./)N!&%!'+3!:)%!%&)!-'+!*+!%&)!
,*):3!+#%!$)%.$+!%#!%&)!&#./)!%#!5*0J!.5!&*/!#.%)$!2'$-)+%7!&(!P#)!%#!%&)!5$)2+'+%!(#-)+!
'+3!%&#/)!/.0J:*+2!'!;';C!*+!%&#/)!3'C/\$')$f))5!5$'C*+2!%&'%!QGR^!,:*2&%!-'C!+#%!#00.$!
*+!(*+%)$%*-)1!+#$!#+!%&)!/';;'%&!3'C7!

The district of Judea is mentioned, and in contrast to the words in verse 14 about 
preaching to all the nations, the words in verses15-20 had a literal fulfillment in the 
first century CE. 

The situation developed as follows: In 66 CE, a Jewish revolt broke out, and after 
that, the Roman armies under Gaius Cestius Gallus surrounded Jerusalem. For five 
days, they attacked the temple wall, and on the sixth day, they succeeded in 
undermining it. A Roman victory was in sight. But suddenly, for apparently no good 
reason, Gaius Cestius Gallus withdrew his armies, which suffered considerable 
casualties at the hands of the pursuing Jews while they were retreating. 

Now the followers of Jesus understood they had to flee from a city that had been 
surrounded — now that the armies had retreated. And they fled the city, just as Jesus 
had said. For three years, there was peace. But in 70 CE, the Roman armies under 
General Titus surrounded the city, and after less than six months of siege, the city 
was conquered and destroyed, along with its temple. 

According to Luke 21:20, 21, the Roman armies were “the disgusting thing that 
causes desolation.” Why were the Roman armies disgusting? The reason was that the 
armies “were standing where they ought not” (Mark 13:14); “were standing in the 
holy place” (Matthew 24:15). What does this mean? The Roman armies surrounded 
Jerusalem, which was the holy city. They proceeded up to the holy ground of the 
temple, and they brought with them idolatrous standards to which they sacrificed. 
On the basis of these actions, the armies were disgusting in the eyes of Jehovah God. 

The basis for the second part of the name, “causing desolation” is indicated both 
in Daniel 9:26, 27 and in Luke 21:20. It was the Roman armies that caused the 
desolation of Jerusalem. So, the name of the disgusting thing that causes desolation 
is based on the actions of the Roman armies when they destroyed and desolated 
Jerusalem. 

In connection with the flight, Jesus said, according to Matthew 24:17-20: 
&#$])%!%&)!-'+!#+!%&)!&#./)%#5!+#%!0#-)!3#(+!%#!%'J)!%&)!2##3/!#.%!#,!&*/!&#./)N!&%$'+3!
:)%!%&)!-'+!*+!%&)!,*):3!+#%!$)%.$+!%#!%&)!&#./)!%#!5*0J!.5!&*/!#.%)$!2'$-)+%7!&($P#)!%#!%&)!
5$)2+'+%! (#-)+! '+3! %&#/)! /.0J:*+2! '! ;';C! *+! %&#/)! 3'C/\$ ')$ f))5! 5$'C*+2!
%&'%!QGR^!,:*2&%!-'C!+#%!#00.$!*+!(*+%)$%*-)1!+#$!#+!%&)!/';;'%&!3'C7!

These words stress the urgency of the situation. When the armies had withdrawn, 
it was important to act quickly. All had to flee, from housetop to housetop, if 
necessary, and from fields outside the city. Sabbath laws existed in Judea, making it 
hard for people to travel long distances or carry loads on the sabbath. Moreover, the 
gates of walled cities were closed. How much more difficult this would make it for 
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Jewish women in pregnancy or nursing babies to go in haste on foot. Also, the 
wintertime, with its bad weather, would make it difficult not only for such women 
but for all other persons in flight. All these words stress the importance of fleeing 
Judea in haste, regardless of the circumstances.  

'&$,#$! %&)+! %&)$)! (*::! ;)! 2$)'%! %$*;.:'%*#+!/.0&! '/! &'/! +#%! #00.$$)3! /*+0)! %&)! (#$:3A/!
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These words refer to the time of the end because the words about the great 
tribulation. The flood in the days of Noah was probably bigger than the tribulation 
in 70 CE when Jerusalem was destroyed. And the tribulation at the end of Jesus’ 
presence will include the whole earth and will be far bigger than the destruction of 
Jerusalem. But the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 CE was a miniature fulfillment of 
the prophetic words about the great tribulation. 

!-%& $"./%. &"*1&(,*"$& (4$(,$$5%*!&,*&!-%&
!,5%&'(&!-%&%*1 &

The setting of the great prophecy of Jesus is his presence and the great tribulation 
at the end of his presence, and therefore, the larger and final fulfillment of verses 4-
22 would occur during this time.  

4$,!+'.%/.0+3!'$)(' 30+' 0$3+'/4'30+'4/,,/6+%!'
/4'5+!"! ''

I will know discuss the fulfillments in the time of the end of Matthew 24:4-22. '
! !?+3!*+!'+/()$!<)/./!/'*3!%#!%&)-H!I]##J!#.%!%&'%!+#;#3C!-*/:)'3/!QGRN$+$,#$!-'+C!(*::!
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These words of Jesus related directly to events in the first century CE. But all the 
religions today, who do not follow the teachings of the Bible, but claiming to 
represent God and act on his behalf, fulfill these words of Jesus:!
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These words had a miniature fulfillment in the first century in the land of Israel. 
But the words “all the nations” show that the lager and final fulfillment occurs in the 
time of the end. !

Daniel 12:7 speaks of “the holy people,” who, according to the context, are a 
distinct group of people who can be distinguished from all other peoples. I argue in 
chapter 10 that “the holy people” are Jehovah’s Witnesses. There can be no doubt 
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that no other Christian denomination in the 20th and 21st centuries fulfills Jesus’ 
prophecy. 

Many denominations use the name of Jesus and call themselves Christian. 
However, the Greek word %/4/) can refer to the name of a person or organization. 
But it is also used in the sense of “authority” in The Christian Greek Scriptures. 
Jehovah’s Witnesses believe that God’s heavenly kingdom has been established with 
Jesus as king. Because he is king, the Witnesses refuse military service and political 
involvement, and they preach that God’s kingdom has been established for all the 
nations.  

Because of this, the Witnesses have been persecuted both from the authorities and 
from the public. During World War II, there was a worldwide persecution. More 
than 4.400 Witnesses were jailed in the USA because they refused military service. In 
Germany, between 8,000 and 10, 000 were jailed and between 2,800 and 4,000 were 
put in concentration camps because they opposed the nazi regime. 

Today, Christians in general are persecuted by the governments in North Korea, 
China, Eritrea, Iran, and Yemen. In addition to these countries, Jehovah’s Witnesses 
are persecuted by the governments in other countries as well. In their Yearbooks, 
there are reports of their preaching work where numbers are given. Each Yearbook 
lists the total numbers from countries where they preach and the total numbers of 
countries where they are persecuted by the authorities, and Table 7.1 shows the 
numbers of these hostile countries in different years. 

!"#$%&N('(&O18-/60%,&A3%6%&0/&0,&/11&."-D%618,&/1&+8#$0,3&-8:#%6,&

Yearbook 1970 10 hostile countries 
Yearbook 1980 17 hostile countries 
Yearbook 1990 33 hostile countries 
Yearbook 2000 30 hostile countries 
Yearbook 2010 30 hostile countries 
Yearbook 2020 33 hostile countries 
Yearbook 2025 35 hostile countries 

The point is that the reason for their persecution is that they do not do some 
things, like military service and politics, and do other things, like preaching the good 
news of the kingdom, because they literally believe that Jesus is king. Therefore, it 
can rightly be said that they are persecuted “on account of my name” because they 
follow his authority as king. 

)$3*/)'$8$*)!3')$3*/)'$)('<*)8(/#'$8$*)!3'
<*)8(/# '

A particularly important part of the composite sign of the presence of Jesus is 
Matthew 24:7, 8:  
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At first glance, these words may seem rather vague because they are not tied to 
any particular nations or time. However, the words must be seen in light of Matthew 
24:32-34: 
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Jesus said that when you see, you will know. This means that sincere people who 
would be his followers would understand the meaning of each event that would be 
a part of the sign he gave. So, according to Jesus, the fulfillment of the words “nation 
against nation and kingdom against kingdom” was clear enough to be understood. 
There are two approaches that can help us to find this fulfillment: 1) a careful analysis 
of the literal meaning of the words, and 2) a careful analysis of how the fulfillment 
connects with other events that are known. 

"2"8>!`81!:4"`449!]897!98"529;  

The word #,"%/) (“nation”) has the meaning, “the largest unit into which the people 
of the world are divided on the basis of their constituting a socio-political community 
— ‘nation, people.’” (Louw and Nida) The word +').-#.' (“kingdom”) has about the 
same meaning as #,"%/), though from a different viewpoint. So, the two words are 
synonyms. 

Both #,"%/) and +').-#.' are singular. However, the clauses’ construction indicates 
that many nations and kingdoms will wage war against one another. Is it possible to 
identify the words used by Jesus as referring to one particular event? If we take his 
words literally, that is possible. 

If we study chapter 11 in the book of Daniel about the wars between the king of 
the north and the king of the south, we become aware of the nature of wars in the 
past. The armies of one country fought the armies of another, and one of the armies 
came out victorious. For centuries after the time of Jesus, wars were fought in a 
similar way by the armies of different countries. Sometimes, there were coalitions of 
nations, such as in the Napoleonic wars at the beginning of the 19th century. But 
still, the wars were fought by the armies of the nations. 

However, in the 20th century, a different kind of war emerged: “total war.” 
Wikipedia has the following definition: 

!A<CF% DC:!*/! '! %C5)! #,!('$,'$) !%&'%! *+0:.3)/! '+C! '+3! '::! V*+0:.3*+2!0*6*:*'+S'//#0*'%)3W!
$)/#.$0)/!'+3!*+,$'/%$.0%.$)!'/!:)2*%*-'%)!-*:*%'$C!%'$2)%/1!-#;*:*k)/!'::!#,!%&)!$)/#.$0)/!#,!
/#0*)%C!%#!y2&%!%&)!('$1!'+3!2*6)/!5$*#$*%C!%#!('$,'$)!#6)$!+#+S0#-;'%'+%!+))3/7""  
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As we see, “total war” means that not only are the armies of the countries engaged, 
but the whole population is involved in the war one way or another. All countries’ 
production and civil services contribute to the war. This happened for the first time 
during World War I, when 70 nations participated.  

As shown, the meaning of the Greek noun #,"%/) is: “the largest unit into which 
the people of the world are divided on the basis of their constituting a socio-political 
community — ‘nation, people.’” The meaning of the Greek noun +').-#.' is: “an area 
or district ruled by a king — ‘kingdom.’”  

We can see a contrast between the words of Jesus and the account in Daniel 
chapter 11, which contains prophecies of a series of wars. Each war described by 
Daniel is between “the king of the north” and “the king of the south, and between 
their armies of these kings. But the words “nation against nation and kingdom against 
kingdom” point to a war that includes whole nations, and they are compatible with 
total war, where all the resources of each nation contribute to the war. On this basis, 
I apply the prophetic words of Jesus in 24:6, 7 to World War I, which began in 1914.  

481"3dX8B4;S!=22[!;321"8W4;S!89[!=8]594 ; ! 

After Jesus mentioned wars, he mentioned food shortages and earthquakes, and, 
according to the parallel prophecy in Luke 21:11, he also mentioned famines. 

Because wars and armed conflicts can be defined differently by different people, it 
is not possible to calculate an exact number for wars and conflicts in the 20th and 
21st centuries. But there have been several hundred wars and conflicts. This is 
supported by the fact that, as of 2026, there are between 130 and 180 regional active 
conflicts raging across the planet. 

Jesus also mentions earthquakes, and the statistics show that between 1900 and 
1999, there were 1,943 major earthquakes with a magnitude of 7.0 or higher. Of 
these, 136 were great earthquakes with a magnitude of 8.0 or greater. I do not have 
exact statistics for the 21st century. But there have been between 350 and 700 
earthquakes with a magnitude of 7.0 or higher. Of these, 35 had a magnitude of 8.0 
or higher.  

According to Matthew 24:7, a part of the sign was expressed by the Greek word 
-.4/), which means “scarcity of food, famine.” The corresponding account in Luke 
21:11 also adds -/.4/), with the meaning “widespread contagious disease.” The 
statistics show that 733 million people globally suffer from hunger, and 2.8 billion 
cannot afford a healthy diet. Regarding contagious diseases, there were 500 million 
cases of the 1918-flu, 800 million cases of Covid-19, and 85 million cases of HIV. 

What is intriguing is that there is enough healthy food for all the 8 billion people 
on earth. But due to political disagreements, mismanagement, and ongoing wars and 
conflicts, food is not distributed where it is needed. There is also no doubt that if 
money had been spent on information and healthcare rather than weapons, and if 
political disagreements had been resolved amicably, the number of contagious 
diseases could have been greatly reduced. 
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After Jesus mentioned war, earthquakes, food shortages, and famine, he placed 
these events in a larger setting. In Matthew 24:8, we read: 

%$?::!%&)/)!%&*+2/!'$)!'!;)2*++*+2!#,!5'+2/!#,!3*/%$)//!V4!#%W7!

The Greek word F*.% has the meaning, “the spasms or pains of a woman in travail, 
a birth pang\D0(Mounce) Jesus used a metaphor in order to illustrate. When a woman 
is pregnant, a short time before she is going to give birth, she gets labor pains. At 
first, the intervals between the attacks of labor pains are rather long. But as the birth 
draws near, the intervals become shorter and shorter until the child is born. 

Verse 8 uses F*.% in the plural, and the rise of nation against nation and kingdom 
against kingdom, food shortages, and earthquakes and famines represent the first 
part of the labor pains. The first of these labor pains is nation against nation and 
kingdom against kingdom.  

The last part of the labor pains, leading to the birth, is the end (,#-/)), which is the 
great tribulation. This will be the greatest catastrophe that has ever occurred because 
8 billion+ humans will die. However, all of these, except those who are incorrigibly 
wicked and have sinned against the holy spirit, will receive a resurrection on 
Judgment Day with the possibility of serving God and receiving everlasting life. 

Because the great tribulation is the final labor pain, it would be fitting that the first 
labor pain is similar to the last one, though much smaller. The destruction of 
Jerusalem in 70 CE was a great catastrophe, where 1.1 million people died, according 
to Josephus. The worldwide flood was also a great catastrophe, and it is likely that 
more people died in the flood than in the destruction of Jerusalem. 

World War I was undoubtedly the greatest catastrophe to have occurred on earth 
up to that time. Seventy nations participated in the war; between 15 and 22 million 
soldiers and civilians were killed, and 23 million soldiers were wounded. World War 
II was also part of the birth pains: 60 nations participated, and between 60 and 80 
million people were killed. The birth pains today are such that, as of 2026, there are 
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between 130 and 180 active regional conflicts worldwide. There is no doubt that we 
have witnessed the birth pains Jesus spoke of since 1914, and the actual birth will 
come with the great tribulation. 

14<4>8"529!629=51];!"34! W148"! 01203467!2=!U4;X;!!  

The sign of the presence of Jesus and the establishment of God’s kingdom is 
found in Mathew chapter 24, Luke chapter 21, and Mark chapter 13. But there is a 
parallel to this sign in Revelation 6:1-8: 
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The parallel with the sign is that the one seated on the white horse represents Jesus 
who received his kingly power and who is present in the kingdom of God. Then 
follows “the beginning of the labor pains.” The first labor pain is the one seated on 
the fiery-colored horse, who would “take the peace away from the earth,” 
representing World War I. Then follow other calamities that also represent the 
beginning of the labor pains. 

Regional conflicts and wars, as well as earthquakes, food shortages, and famines 
have multiplied since World War I in 1914, just as the pains of a woman in travail.  

30+'6/%,(6*(+'.%+$10*)8'/4'30+'8//(')+6!'/4'
30+'<*)8(/#'' '

The basic parts of the composite sign are events that happen in the world. But the 
followers of Jesus are also fulfilling the sign. We read in Matthew 24:14: 
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We note that “all the nations” are mentioned again, indicating that the basic 
fulfillment of the prophecy is Jesus’ presence and the time of the end. I have already 
shown the importance of the demonstrative words used in Matthew 24. Verse 14 
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uses the demonstrative pronoun "/&,/) (“$%'*”), which must have an antecedent: 
something it points back to.  

The demonstrative pronoun indicates the nature of the good news of the 
kingdom, because it shows that this good news of the kingdom has been preached 
before. Jesus made this prophecy, and the demonstrative pronoun “$%'*” must refer 
back to the good news of the kingdom that Jesus preached. 

Jesus preached that “the kingdom of the heavens has drawn near,” because he, as 
the king in the kingdom, was on the earth. This message should again be preached 
as a part of the sign of his presence. 

A few years after the end of World War I, the Bible Students began preaching that 
God’s kingdom had been established with Jesus as king, and Jehovah’s Witnesses 
have continued to proclaim this good news of the established kingdom. In fact, the 
only group in the world who are preaching this message is Jehovah’s Witnesses. This 
message should be preached as a witness to all the nations, and then the end (,#-/)) 
would come, which evidently refers to the great tribulation.#$ 
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One part of the sign of the presence of Jesus Christ is the appearance of the 
disgusting thing that causes desolation. We read Matthew 24:15-18: 
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Many who read the words of Jesus have no idea of what Jesus referred to. 
However, the quoted verses are a part of the sign that Jesus is present and that the 
kingdom of God has been established. Followers of Jesus should understand all the 
different events of the sign, as we read in Matthew 24:32-34. Therefore, it is 
important to identify the disgusting thing that causes desolation by using texts from 
the Bible. To do that, we need to study the context and all the details of Matthew’s 
words. 

Jesus said that the prophet Daniel had spoken about the disgusting thing. In 
connection with the book of Daniel, we must keep in mind that there are two Greek 
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translations: the Septuagint and the Theodotion translation. The fact is that the 
Theodotion translation of Daniel is much closer to the Hebrew and Aramaic text 
than the Septuagint translation. And when Daniel is quoted in the Christian Greek 
Scriptures, the Theodotion translation is most often used. 

8!62]0815;29!2=!"34!=2X1!14=414964;!2=!"34!
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The disgusting thing that causes desolation is mentioned four times in Daniel, and 
Table 7.2 shows my transcription and translation of the Hebrew text, as well as those 
of Theodotion and the Septuagint. 

!"#$%&N() &L%#6%A&"-.&P6%%5&A16.,&216&=/3%&.0,D8,/0-D&/30-D&/3"/&7"8,%,&.%,1$"/01-?&

 HEBREW GREEK THEODOTION GREEK SEPTUAGINT 
!"#$% (,))X-(-, =06-(*'"' !

%&)!%$'+/2$)//*#+!0'./*+2!
3)/#:'%*#+!

("0(,',5.#,0"53' 4-"4-!
%&)!/*+!0'./*+2!3)/#:'%*#+!

("0(,',5.#,0"53' 4-"4-!
%&)!/*+!0'./*+2!3)/#:'%*#+!

&"'(% -(#771.-#'0'"--(*'"' !
%&)!(*+2!#,!3*/2./%*+2!
%&*+2/!!

D!"/&+',0.4%0"53' 4-"4%!
3*/2./%*+2!%&*+2!0'./*+2!%&)!
3)/#:'%*#+/!

D!"/&+',0.4%0"5"'4-"4%!
3*/2./%*+2!%&*+2!0'./*+2!%&)!
3)/#:'%*#+/!

##"$#% (,--(-#771.-0'"--(*'"' !
%&)!3*/2./%*+2!%&*+2!%&'%!*/!
0'./*+2!3)/#:'%*#+!

D!"/&+',03:,%#-'"%*%!
V%&)W!3*/2./%*+2!%&*+2!;)*+2!
6*/*;:)!

D!"/&+',0"53' 4-"4-!
3*/2./%*+2!%&*+2!0'./*+2!
3)/#:'%*#+!

#'"##% -(#771.-0-(*'"'!
%&)!3*/2./%*+2!%&*+2!%&'%!*/!
0'./*+2!3)/#:'%*#+!

D!"/&+',0"53' 4-"4-!
3*/2./%*+2!%&*+2!0'./*+2!
3)/#:'%*#+!

D!"/&+',0.3-0"53' 4-"4-!
3*/2./%*+2!%&*+2!0'./*+2!%&)!
3)/#:'%*#+!

We see that the writing of the disgusting thing that causes desolation is slightly 
different. But it is the same object that is referred to in all four places, though in 
different contexts. 

\>4"!"34!148[41!X;4![5;6419]49"^! !

This is the only place where Jesus asked his readers to use discernment, and he 
must have had good reasons for using these words. We need not do much research 
before we discover what very likely was the background for Jesus’ words. 

The Syrian king Antiochus IV Epiphanes suppressed the Jews, and he used much 
force to cause the Jews to leave their religion and accept Greek customs and the 
worship of the Greek gods. He also built a pagan altar above Jehovah’s altar in the 
temple. Regarding this act, Flavius Josephus says: 

X&)! J*+2! E?+%*#0&./!@u! r5*5&'+)/F! ':/#! ;.*:%! '! 5'2'+! ':%'$! .5#+! %&)! %)-5:)S':%'$! '+3!
/:'.2&%)$)3!/(*+)!%&)$)#+1!%&)$);C!5$'0%*0*+2!'!,#$-!#,!/'0$*,*0)!+)*%&)$!:'(,.:!+#$!+'%*6)!%#!
%&)!$):*2*#+!#,!%&)!<)(/7"* !

The Jews, under the leadership of the Maccabees, revolted against Antiochus, and 
the book of First Maccabees, written about 100 BCE, tells of the founding and early 
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history of the Hasmonean kingdom. This book interprets the pagan altar in the 
temple as the disgusting thing (abomination) that causes desolation: 

G+!%&)!,*,%))+%&!3'C!#,!f*/:)6!*+!%&)!C)'$!bc`!Ebnj!8UrF!%&)!J*+2!&'3!'+!';#-*+'%*#+!#,!
3)/#:'%*#+!;.*:%!.5#+!%&)!':%'$1!'+3!*+!%&)!#.%:C*+2!%#(+/!#,!<.3'&!%&)C!;.*:%!*::*0*%!':%'$/1!'+3!
'%!%&)!3##$/!#,!%&)!&#./)/!'+3!*+!%&)!/T.'$)/!%&)C!#,,)$)3!*::*0*%!/'0$*,*0)/7$"#!

What did the disgusting thing that causes desolation refer to, according to the 
writer of 1  Maccabees? The writer does not tell us exactly what it was. But in his 
commentary on 1 Maccabees, J. A. Goldstein says: 

?+%*#0&./!@u! %'J)/! 3$'/%*0! -)'/.$)/! %#! )+,#$0)! %&)! *-5#/)3! 0.:%7! I?;#-*+'%*#+! #,!
L)/#:'%*#+1D!'!,$'-)(#$J!0#+%'*+*+2!%&$))!-)%)#$*%)/!$)5$)/)+%*+2!%&)!%&$))!2#3/!#,!%&)!
*-5#/)3!0.:%1!*/!5:'0)3!.5#+!%&)!/'0$*,*0*':!':%'$!#,!%&)!%)-5:)7!

?+!?%&)+*'+! )K5)$%!&):5/!3*$)0%!%&)!5$'0%*0)/!#,!%&)! *-5#/)3!0.:%7!X&)!5$'0%*0)/! *+!%&)!
%)-5:)!*+0:.3)!-#+%&:C!/'0$*,*0)/!#+!%&)!%()+%CS,*,%&1!/'0$)3!5$#/%*%.%*#+1!'+3!6*#:'%*#+!#,!
%&)!:'(/!#,!$*%.':!5.$*%C7"%!

This interpretation of the disgusting thing that causes desolation has great 
ramifications in connection with the inspiration of the Bible. The book of Daniel 
contains many prophecies. A great number of scholars claim that “the prophecies” 
of the book are history in prophetic disguise — “the prophecies” were written after 
the events happened.  

One important part of these arguments is that the disgusting thing that causes 
desolation and a great number of other “prophecies” were references to the actions 
of Antiochus IV Epiphanes. One problem with this theory is that the ancient sources 
on Antiochus are few and contradictory. So, the history of this king is based on much 
guesswork and conjecture. In my book, X"#%$ X')$ ,"#$ 2//<$ /0$ Y'%.#-$ X3.,,#%R$ ?$
A".-/-/;.('-7$Z.%;&.),.(7$'%*$>.),/3.('-$?553/'(" (2017), I discuss the disgusting thing that 
causes desolation and other subjects related to Antiochus in detail. And contrary to 
the universal agreement, I argue that no prophecy in the book of Daniel refers to 
Antiochus. 

In view of the wrong interpretation of the disgusting thing that causes desolation 
that was circulating in the days of Jesus, we understand why he said, “Let the reader 
use discernment.” 

"34!:22B!2=![8954>!0259";!"2!8!=X>=5>>]49"!59!"34!
=51;"!649"X17!64! !

For many prophecies in the Hebrew Scriptures, there are few contextual clues to 
help us find their fulfillment. But the situation is different regarding the disgusting 
thing that causes desolation. 

Table 7.2 above shows that the disgusting thing that causes desolation is 
mentioned four times in the book of Daniel. Two of these places put the disgusting 
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thing into a timeline. Daniel 9:24-27 presents a prophecy about 70 weeks of years 
during which the Jewish nation had the opportunity to repent and return to Jehovah. 
The promised Messiah would come after 69 weeks of years, a period that ended in 
the year 29 CE, and he would be cut off in the middle of this week, which is 33 CE.#) 

Below is my literal translation of Daniel 9:26–27: 
'* !?+3!',%)$!/*K%CS%(#!())J/!%&)!9)//*'&!(*::!;)!0.%!#,,!(*%&!+#%&*+2!,#$!&*-/):,7!?+3!%&)!
5)#5:)!#,!'!:)'3)$!(&#!(*::!0#-)!(*::!3)/%$#C!%&)!0*%C!'+3!%&)!&#:C!5:'0)7!?+3!*%/!)+3!(*::!
0#-)!;C!%&)!,:##37!R+%*:!%&)!)+31!%&)$)!(*::!;)!('$1!'+3!3)/#:'%*#+/!&'6)!;))+!3)0*3)37!!
'# !B)!(*::!:)%!%&)!0#6)+'+%!5$)6'*:!,#$!%&)!-'+C!,#$!#+)!())J1!'+3!*+!%&)!-*33:)!#,!%&)!())J1!
&)!(*::!0'./)!/'0$*,*0)!'+3!2*,%!#,,)$*+2!%#!0)'/)7!?+3!.5#+!%&)!(*+2/!#,!';#-*+'%*#+/1!%&)!
#+)!0'./*+2!3)/#:'%*#+!(*::!0#-)7!?+3!%&*/!(*::!;)!.+%*:!%&)!0#-5:)%)!3)/%$.0%*#+!;)0'./)!
%&'%!(&*0&!*/!3)0*3)3!(*::!2./&!,#$%&!.5#+!%&)!#+)!;)0#-*+2!3)/#:'%)7!

I will now make some comments on each clause. 

?%*$,"#$5#/5-#$/0$'$-#'*#3$,"',$9.--$(/4#$9.--$*#),3/8$,"#$(.,8$'%*$,"#$"/-8$5-'(#6$

These words put the verse in the right time setting. Jerusalem and the temple would 
be destroyed, and that happened in the year 70 CE. 

?%*$.,)$#%*$9.--$(/4#$+8$,"#$0-//*6$

In Daniel 11:22, fighting armies are described as “the flood,” and the same 
meaning probably holds in 9:27: the end of Jerusalem would be brought about by an 
army that would come like a flood. 

[%,.-$,"#$#%*7$,"#3#$9.--$+#$9'36$

The destruction of Jerusalem and the temple will be the result of a war that will 
last until the end of the city.  

?%*$5&*-"!$'-(*$()"J4'4 ) "':#$+##%$*#(.*#*6$

The verb )"J4'4  (“to desolate”) is used in all four examples of the disgusting thing 
that causes desolation in Table 7.2. Here, the participle of the verb is used, and it 
stands alone. This shows that it is the disgusting thing that causes desolation that 
would cause the desolation of Jerusalem and its temple. 

?%*$ &5/%$ ,"#$+'()# -6#5'*)1*$'()# $%'()*$W@!2-,'(!$'-(*B X$$%&# -(&# 3!1*'()#
5&*-"!$'-($9.--$(/4#6 

Previously, the end of Jerusalem was said to come “by the flood,” which evidently 
refers to the armies coming like the flood. Here, another metaphor is used, “upon 
the wing.” In Habakkuk 1:8, the Babylonian army is said to “fly like the eagle,” and 
the armies that will destroy Jerusalem and the temple is said to come “upon the wing 
of disgusting things” — the army will come quickly just like a flying bird. Later, I will 
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show which army this refers to. And the plural “disgusting things” may refer to the 
parts of this army. 

The important point is that the disgusting thing that causes desolation is faithful 
to its name because it is the one that will cause the desolation of Jerusalem and its 
temple. 

?%*$,".)$9.--$+#$&%,.-$,"#$(/45-#,#$5&*$413$'-(7$+#('&)#$,"',$9".("$.)$*#(.*#*$9.--$;&)"$0/3,"$
&5/%$,"#$/%#$+#(/4.%;$*#)/-',#6$

Here, the clause “and its end will come by the flood” may be anticipated because 
it is said that the end “will gush forth” like water upon the one becoming desolate. 

R(#Y!('&"#D8GTA#GZA#$%&#5'*)1*$'()#$%'()#$%!$#3!1*&*#5&*-"!$'-(#'*#3-((&3$&5#+'$%#
$%&#5&*$413$'-(#-6#0&41*!"&,#!(5#$%&#$&,/"&#$%!$#-33144&5#'(#$%&#.&!4#ZH#O=?#

"34!5[49"5=568"529!2=!"34![5;WX;"59W!"359W!"38"!
68X;4;![4;2>8"529 !59!"34!=51;"!649"X17!64 !

In the last section, I showed that the disgusting thing that causes desolation was 
the entity that would destroy Jerusalem and its temple. But the identity of the 
disgusting thing was not given.  

Jesus used Daniel’s words as a point of departure, and he also identified the 
disgusting thing that causes desolation; we can see this when we compare the words 
of the three evangelists in Table 7.3. 

!"#$%&N(; &G&71:+"60,1-&A0/3&H"//3%A&)BI&C85%&)'(&"-.&H"65&';&

!"##$%&'()*+, -(( ' ./0%'(+*(1 -() ' !"20'+3*+) -(1'
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C8:<DE8& 7>BF9G& C89& @:<@89C=&
?C>BHFBE&FB&>&8<GI&@G>J9=&KG9C&C89&
:9>H9:& D?9& HF?J9:BL9BC=M" !'" C89B&
K($()!" G9C& C8<?9& FB& 2DNH9#>& O9EFB&
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@FJA&D@&8F?&<DC9:&E>:L9BCP&!&$4<9&
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?DJAGFBE&>&O>OI&FB&C8<?9&H>I?S$'($

T99@& @:>IFBE& C8>C&0,3* &;GFE8C&
L>I&B<C&<JJD:&FB&QFBC9:CFL9=&B<:&
<B& C89& ?>OO>C8& H>IR$'!$ ;<:& C89B&
K($()!& C89:9& QFGG& O9& E:9>C&
C:FODG>CF<B&?DJ8& >?& 8>?& B<C&
<JJD::9H& ?FBJ9& C89& Q<:GHU?&
O9EFBBFBE&DBCFG&B<Q=&B<=&B<:&QFGG&
<JJD:& >E>FBP&''$ $B& ;>JC=& DBG9??&

'($ !1D:C89:L<:9=&31+-/)#C /6++/
I+><6,5+9/6<>>7<-.+./@2/+-:,9*+./
,>94+6B/ 01+-&K($()!"A-73/ 01,0/ 01+&
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>BH&G9C&C8<?9&FB&C89&LFH?C&<;&89:&
QFC8H:>Q=& >BH& G9C& C8<?9& FB& C89&
J<DBC:I&@G>J9?&B<C&9BC9:&FBC<&89:R$

''$ O9J>D?9& C89?9& >:9& H>I?& ;<:&
L9CFBE& <DC& VD?CFJ9=&C8>C& >GG& C89&
C8FBE?&Q:FCC9B&L>I&O9&;DG;FGG9HP$')$

4<9&C<&C89&@:9EB>BC&Q<L9B&>BH&
C89&<B9?&?DJAGFBE&>&O>OI&FB&C8<?9&
H>I?S81<:& C89:9& QFGG& O9& E:9>C&
B9J9??FCI& D@<B& C89& G>BH&>BH&
Q:>C8&<B&C8F?&@9<@G9R&'*$>BH&C89I&
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C8<?9& H>I?& Q9:9& JDC& ?8<:C=& B<&
;G9?8& Q<DGH& O9& ?>W9HR& ODC& <B&
>JJ<DBC&<;&C89&J8<?9B&<B9?&C8<?9&
H>I?&QFGG&O9&JDC&?8<:CP&8

B<&;G9?8&Q<DGH&O9&?>W9HP&ZDC&<B&
>JJ<DBC&<;&C89&J8<?9B&<B9?&Q8<L&
89& 8>?& J8<?9B&89& 8>?& JDC& ?8<:C&
C89&H>I?P88
8

The green text is similar in all three cases, and the brown text is similar in Matthew 
and Mark and quite similar in Luke. The blue and red texts are similar in Matthew 
and Mark but different in Luke. This is a good basis for identification. When 
Matthew and Mark mention the disgusting thing that causes desolation, Luke 
mentions the encamped armies that would surround Jerusalem. This means that 
these armies are the disgusting thing that causes desolation. This is supported by the 
fact that the word 5&*-"!$'()#is used in Luke 21:20 in connection with Jerusalem and 
the armies. This perfectly corroborates Daniel 9:26, 27. I will now look at the details. 

"34!:8;5;!=21!"34!98]4!\"34![5;WX;"59W!"359W!"38"!
68X;4;![4;2>8"529^! !

There is something in the words of Luke that seems awkward, namely, the words 
that when you see Jerusalem encamped by armies, then those seeing this should begin 
fleeing to the mountains. How could people who were inside a city surrounded by 
armies leave the city and flee to the mountains? 

The historical situation turned out to make Luke’s words logical. In 66 CE, a 
Jewish revolt broke out, and after that, the Roman armies under Gaius Cestius Gallus 
surrounded the city. For five days, they attacked the temple wall and succeeded in 
undermining it on the sixth day. A Roman victory was in sight. But suddenly, for 
apparently no good reason, Gaius Cestius Gallus withdrew his armies, which suffered 
considerable casualties at the hands of the pursuing Jews while they were retreating. 

Now, the followers of Jesus understood that they had to flee from a city that was 
surrounded, now that the armies had retreated. And they fled the city, just as Jesus 
had said. For three years, there was peace. But in the year 70 CE, the Roman armies 
under General Titus surrounded the city, and after less than six months of siege, the 
city was conquered and destroyed, together with its temple. 

Why were the Roman armies called “the disgusting thing”? The reason was that 
the armies “were standing where they ought not” (Mark 13:14); “were standing in 
the holy place.” (Matthew 24:15) What does this mean? The Roman armies 
surrounded Jerusalem, which was the holy city. They proceeded up to the holy 
ground of the temple, and they brought with them idolatrous standards to which 
they sacrificed. Based on these actions, the armies were disgusting in the eyes of 
Jehovah God. 

The basis for the second part of the name, “causes desolation,” is indicated both 
in Daniel 9:26, 27 and in Luke 21:20. It was the Roman armies that caused the 
desolation of Jerusalem. So, the name of the disgusting thing that causes desolation 
is based on the actions of the Roman armies when they desolated Jerusalem. 

In connection with the flight, Jesus said, according to Matthew 24:17-20: 
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#$])%!%&)!-'+!#+!%&)!&#./)%#5!+#%!0#-)!3#(+!%#!%'J)!%&)!2##3/!#.%!#,!&*/!&#./)N!&%$'+3!
:)%!%&)!-'+!*+!%&)!,*):3!+#%!$)%.$+!%#!%&)!&#./)!%#!5*0J!.5!&*/!#.%)$!2'$-)+%7!&($P#)!%#!%&)!
5$)2+'+%! (#-)+! '+3! %&#/)! /.0J:*+2! '! ;';C! *+! %&#/)! 3'C/\$ ') $ f))5! 5$'C*+2!
%&'%!QGR^!,:*2&%!-'C!+#%!#00.$!*+!(*+%)$%*-)1!+#$!#+!%&)!/';;'%&!3'C!

These words stress the urgency of the situation. When the armies had withdrawn, 
it was important to act quickly. All had to flee, from housetop to housetop, if 
necessary, and from fields outside the city. Sabbath laws existed in Judea, and it was 
hard for people to travel long distances or carry loads on the sabbath. Moreover, the 
gates of walled cities were closed. How much more difficult this would make it for 
Jewish women in pregnancy or nursing babies to go in haste on foot. Also, the 
wintertime with its bad weather would make it difficult, not only for such women, 
but for all other persons in flight. All these words stress the importance of fleeing 
Judea in haste, regardless of the circumstances.  

!"#$h'<-.$-+<2#,$:'&0)$;#$,-2)$('$;#$D-$)2,3&,(2.3$("2.3E$;#:-&,#$
("#5$#.(#+#)$("#$"'05$:2(5$'/$1#+&,-0#<4$2.:0&)2.3$("#$"'05$-+#-$'/$("#$
(#<70#8$ !"#5$ ;+'&3"($ *2("$ ("#<$ ("#2+$ ,(-.)-+),4$('$ *"2:"$ ("#5$
,-:+2i:#)8$
$!"#$h'<-.$-+<2#,$:'&0)$;#$,-2)$('$;#$("',#$D("-($:-&,#,$)#,'0-(2'.E$
;#:-&,#$("#5$)#,(+'5#)$1#+&,-0#<$-.)$2(,$(#<70#8$

"34!=X>=5>>]49"!2=!"34!01203467!2=!"34! [5;WX;"59W!
"359W !59!"34!"5]4!2=!"34!49[ !

How can we know that the words about the disgusting thing that causes desolation 
will receive a larger fulfillment than they did in the first century CE? Immediately 
before the words about the disgusting thing in Mathew 24:15, Jesus said that a part 
of the sign of his presence was that “$%'* good news of the kingdom” should be 
preached as a witness $-#!""#$%&#(!$'-(*. This did not happen in the first century CE, 
but it has happened in the 20th and 21st centuries. 

Moreover, the act of desolation by the disgusting thing that causes desolation is 
connected with the great tribulation (Matthew 24:21). The miniature fulfillment of 
this great tribulation was in the year 70 CE. But the verse says about the magnitude 
of the great tribulation, “such… as will not occur again.” The great tribulation that 
is mentioned in Revelation chapters 17 and 19 is much greater than anything that has 
ever happened. Therefore, the future great tribulation is the fulfillment of Matthew 
24:21, and the present disgusting thing that causes desolation will play a role in the 
destruction and desolation in the coming great tribulation. 

We should also note that the disgusting thing that causes desolation is mentioned 
in the prophecy of the 1,290 days that will be fulfilled in the time of the end.$* (Daniel 
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12:11) This shows without any doubt that the prophecy of the disgusting thing that 
causes desolation will have the greater and final fulfillment in the time of the end. 

To identify the present disgusting thing that causes desolation, we must look for 
something standing in the holy place that will contribute to the desolation of 
something corresponding to Jerusalem and the temple in the first century CE. 

>22B59W!=21!"34!15W3"!02>5"568>!49"5"7 !

Matthew 24:32-36 says that the followers of Jesus should understand the sign of 
his presence described in Matthew 24:4-22, including the disgusting thing that causes 
desolation. Revelation 1:1 says that God gave the contents of the book of Revelation 
to Jesus in order “to show his slaves the things that must shortly take place”. This 
means God’s servants should identify the disgusting thing that causes desolation in 
the time of the end. 

5#&'.*.Q%!"#%P#,%!)%1.2#'$!&.2*.Q%)-%(')("#!*+%$,/O)5$%*.%
!"#%O))P%)-%2&.*#5% &.2%'#4#5&!*). !

To find the parallel of the disgusting thing that causes desolation in the first 
century CE, we must look for a political entity that corresponds to the Roman armies, 
which, in God’s eyes, is a disgusting thing, and which will destroy a religious entity 
corresponding to apostate Jerusalem in 70 CE.  

Jesus referred to the book of Daniel several times, including Daniel’s words about 
the disgusting thing that causes desolation. In this book, we also find the key to 
understanding symbols in Revelation. I quote Daniel 7:1-8, 13, 14, 17: 
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()$)!/'C*+2!%#!*%1!=>)%!.51!)'%!-.0&!,:)/&7A!!
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Here, we have a key to the understanding of the symbols of Revelation. As verse 
Daniel 7:17 shows, each beast symbolizes a king and a kingdom. Because the vision 
was given to Daniel, who lived during the Babylonian kingdom, we can identify the 
first beast as the Babylonian Empire, the second is the Medo-Persian Empire, and 
the third is the Greek Empire. The fourth beast is the Roman Empire, from which a 
small horn grew up (verse 8), a horn that represents the next empire.!&  

An important point in Daniel chapter 7 is that the mentioned empires are viewed 
as beasts in relation to God’s kingdom that is mentioned in verses 13 and 14. 

!"#%3*52%O#&$!%/#.!*).#2%*.%'#4#5&!*).%+"&(!#'%RY %

We must assume that the symbols of Revelation can be interpreted in the same 
way as the symbols in the book of Daniel, including the beasts in Revelation. I quote 
Revelation 13:1, 2: 
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The wild beast had characteristics of a lion, a bear, and a leopard.  This shows that 
the remnants of the empires symbolized by the same animals in Daniel chapter 7 
must be parts of this wild beast. Because it has seven heads, the remnants of all seven 
world empires must be parts of it. But there is much more to the wild beast, and I 
quote verses 7, 8, 16, 17. 

#$?+3! %&)$)! ('/! 2$'+%)3!*%! %#! ('2)! ('$! (*%&! %&)! &#:C! #+)/! '+3! 0#+T.)$! %&)-1!'+3!
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Verse 7 shows that the wild beast has authority over every tribe, people, and 
nation, and verse 8 shows that all humans worship it!' ; verse 16 and 17 show that it 
also has authority over all the people on the earth.  

Based on all this information, what does this wild beast symbolize? I make the 
identification on the basis of Matthew 4:8, 9 (above) and Revelation 12:10-12 
(below): 

%$?2'*+!%&)!L)6*:!%##J!&*-!':#+2!%#!'+!.+./.'::C!&*2&!-#.+%'*+1!'+3!/&#()3!&*-!'::!%&)!
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Matthew 4:8, 9 shows that Satan, the Devil is the ruler over all the nations of the 
world. And his rulership stands in opposition to the kingdom of God with the 
authority of Jesus Christ.  This is the same kingdom as the one that is mentioned in 
Daniel 7:14, which stood in contrast to the four beasts mentioned in the verses 
before. 

Because the kingdom of God was established in heaven in the year 1914, all other 
nations are, in reality, rebel governments, because they refuse to surrender their 
sovereingty to God’s kingdom. Therefore, the wild beast must be a symbol of all the 
governments of the kingdoms in this world that are in opposition to God’s kingdom. 

!"#$ *20)$ ;#-,($ 2.$ h#>#0-(2'.$ :"-7(#+$ HQ$ 2,$ -$ ,5<;'0$ '/$ -00$ ("#$
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Another wild beast is mentioned in Revelation 13:11. It has two horns like a lamb 
but speaks like a dragon. And it deceives the humans on the earth, as we read in 
13:14: 
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What is this image of the wild beast? It turns out to be a color picture of the wild 
beast described in chapter 13, and it is mentioned in Revelation chapter 17. I quote 
17:3: 

"$?+3!&)!0'$$*)3!-)!'('C!*+!E%&)!5#()$!#,!%&)F!/5*$*%!*+%#!'!(*:3)$+)//7!?+3!@!0'.2&%!/*2&%!
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+'-)/ !'+3!%&'%!&'3!/)6)+!&)'3/!'+3!%)+!&#$+/7! 

This wild beast is similar to the one mentioned in chapter 13. Both have seven 
heads and ten horns. The difference is that the wild beast mentioned in 17:3 is scarlet-
colored and replete with blasphemous names. This is the image of the wild beast that 
is mentioned in chapter 13. What does it mean to be an image of the wild beast 
mentioned in chapter 13, which is a symbol of the governments of all the nations of 
the world that are ruled by Satan, the Devil?  

There is an identification in 17:8-11: 
%$X&)!(*:3!;)'/%!%&'%!C#.!/'(!('/1!;.%!*/!+#%1!'+3!C)%!*/!';#.%!%#!'/0)+3!#.%!#,!%&)!';C//1!
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0#-)/!*+H!X&)!/)6)+!&)'3/!-)'+!/)6)+!-#.+%'*+/1 !(&)$)!%&)!(#-'+!/*%/!#+!%#57!&)$?+3!
%&)$)!'$)!/)6)+!J*+2/H!,*6)!&'6)!,'::)+1!#+)!*/1!%&)!#%&)$!&'/!+#%!C)%!'$$*6)31!;.%!(&)+!&)!
3#)/!'$$*6)!&)!-./%!$)-'*+!'!/&#$%!(&*:)7$&&$?+3!%&)!(*:3!;)'/%!%&'%!('/!;.%!*/!+#%1!*%!*/!':/#!
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These words were written at the end of the first century. At that time, five world 
empires had fallen: Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, and the Greek Empire. One existed, 
namely the Roman Empire, and one had not yet arrived: the Anglo-American 
Empire—or, perhaps, we may say the American Empire.  

The Anglo-American Empire and the remnant of the six previous empires 
represent the seven heads on the wild beast mentioned in chapter 13 and the image 
of this wild beast mentioned in chapter 17. But what does the text say that the wild 
beast itself in chapter 17 symbolizes? 

Verse 11 says that it is the eighth king and that “it springs from the seven” or is 
“out of the seven”. This description applies only to one entity: the United Nations. 
It is an eight “World Empire” with its 193 member nations.  

The fulfillment of verse 8 is that the wild beast “was” from 1920 in the form of 
the League of Nations; it “is not” because it was in the abyss during World War II, 
and it ascended out of the abyss in 1945 as the United Nations. 
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In the fulfillment in the first century, the disgusting thing that causes desolation 
was a political entity — the Roman armies, which acted on a religious entity — 
Jerusalem and its temple, representing the apostate people of God. The political 
entity caused the desolation of the religious entity. We have found the present 
political entity, which is the present disgusting thing that causes desolation, to be the 
United Nations. Now we must find the religious entity that this political entity will 
desolate. 

This religious entity is mentioned in Revelation chapter 17, and I quote verses 1-
6: 

!&!?+3!#+)!#,!%&)!/)6)+!'+2):/!%&'%!&'3!%&)!/)6)+!;#(:/!0'-)!'+3!/5#J)!(*%&!-)1!/'C*+2H!
IU#-)1!@!(*::!/&#(!C#.!%&)!Y.32-)+%!.5#+!KLM)P[MIK)LI[JSK!(&#!/*%/!#+!-'+C!('%)$/1!'$

(*%&!(&#-!%&)!J*+2/!#,!%&)!)'$%&!0#--*%%)3!,#$+*0'%*#+1!(&)$)'/!%&#/)!(&#!*+&';*%!%&)!
)'$%&!()$)!-'3)!3$.+J!(*%&!%&)!(*+)!#,!&)$!,#$+*0'%*#+7D!!
"$?+3!&)!0'$$*)3!-)!'('C!*+!E%&)!5#()$!#,!%&)F!/5*$*%!*+%#!'!(*:3)$+)//7!?+3!@!0'.2&%!/*2&%!
#,! '! (#-'+! /*%%*+2! .5#+! '! /0'$:)%S0#:#$)3! (*:3! ;)'/%! %&'%! ('/! ,.::! #,! ;:'/5&)-#./!
+'-)/ !'+3! %&'%! &'3! /)6)+! &)'3/!'+3! %)+! &#$+/7!$!$ ?+3! %&)! (#-'+! ('/! '$$'C)3! *+!
5.$5:)!'+3!/0'$:)%1!'+3!('/!'3#$+)3!(*%&!2#:3!'+3!5$)0*#./!/%#+)!'+3!5)'$:/!'+3!&'3!*+!
&)$!&'+3! '!2#:3)+!0.5!%&'%!('/! ,.::!#,!3*/2./%*+2!%&*+2/!'+3!%&)! .+0:)'+!%&*+2/!#,!&)$!
,#$+*0'%*#+7!+$?+3!.5#+!&)$!,#$)&)'3!('/!($*%%)+!'!+'-)1!'!-C/%)$CH!f5IgXJSO)KLM)/[MIKV)
KLM)USKLM[)SW)KLM)LI[JSKQ)IOT)SW)KLM)TNQPYQKNOP)KLNOPQ)SW)KLM)MI[KLad)*!?+3!@!/'(!%&'%!%&)!
(#-'+!('/!3$.+J!(*%&!%&)!;:##3t !#,!%&)!&#:C!#+)/!'+3!(*%&!%&)!;:##3!#,!%&)!(*%+)//)/!
#,!<)/./7!!

I will now look for the identification of Babylon the Great. Because verse 2 says 
that the kings of the earth (the nations) committed fornication with her, she cannot 
refer to political entities. Verses 1, 15, 18 give us some clues: 
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Babylon the great is a worldwide entity because the waters on which she sits are a 
symbol of the humans in all the earth, and she has kingly power over the kings of the 
earth. The wild beast in Revelation chapter 13 has political power over all the humans 
on earth. When Babylon the Great has the power over all the humans on the earth, 
this suggests that she is a symbol of a religious entity. Chapter 18 offers more clues 
supporting this identification, and I quote verses 3, 4, 21, 23, and 24.  
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Verse 3 mentions the kings and the traveling merchants. This shows that the harlot 
neither is political nor commercial. The kings and all the nations committed 
fornication (5/3%#.') with her. The only meaning of 5/3%#.' in the Christian Greek 
Scriptures is sexual intercourse between persons who are not married to each other. 
But the Hebrew Scriptures speak of spiritual fornication by worshipping idols. The 
fornication between the harlot and the nations must be spiritual, which is of a 
religious nature. 

Verse 5 speaks of her sins that “have massed together clear up to heaven,” which 
points to a violation of the laws of God. Verse 21 says that the harlot will be hurled 
down like a great millstone that is hurled into the sea, and Matthew 18:6 uses the 
same words about one who “stumbles one of these little ones who put faith in me.” 
Verse 23 says that all the nations were misled by her spiritistic practices. Such 
practices include various acts that lead people to come into contact with wicked 
spirits. It may include the worship of images and idols. 

Verse 24 shows that the harlot has the responsibility for the killing “of prophets 
and holy ones and all those who have been slaughtered on the earth.” The different 
religions of the world have supported all the wars that have been fought on the earth, 
and therefore, they have the responsibility for all those who have been killed. 
According to Matthew 23:35, Jesus said that the religious leaders in Israel were 
responsible for “all the righteous blood spilled on earth.” 
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All the points in the quoted verses suggest that Babylon the Great is a religious 
entity. Because Babylon the Great has power over all the nations and all the humans 
on the earth, it must be a symbol of all the religions of the earth that are in opposition 
to the true religion. 
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The Roman armies showed that they were the disgusting thing that causes 
desolation when they destroyed and desolated Jerusalem in the year 70 CE. In a 
similar way, the United Nations will show that it is the disgusting thing that causes 
desolation when it destroys and desolates Babylon the Great in the great tribulation. 

We read about this in Revelation 17:16-18: 
&*!1OT)KLM)KMO)LS[OQ)KLIK)XSY)QIZV)IOT)KLM)ZNJT)gMIQKV)KLMQM)ZNJJ)LIKM)KLM)LI[JSK)IOT)ZNJJ)
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The wild beast, which is the United Nations, and the ten horns, which symbolize 
member nations, will make Babylon the Great devastated and naked, and they will 
burn the harlot with fire, so she becomes desolate. 

The following tables express the conclusions of this study about the disgusting 
thing: 
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Jesus showed that when the disgusting thing that causes desolation became visible, 
this was a signal that required action. We read in Matthew 24:15-18: 
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As I have shown, when the armies of Gaius Cestius Gallus retreated from 
Jerusalem in 66, the followers of Jesus saw this as a signal and fled the city. Because 
of this, they were not among the 1,1 million Jews who were killed when the Roman 
armies destroyed Jerusalem in 70 CE. 

In a similar way, when the League of Nations emerged from the abyss in 1945 in 
new garb as the United Nations, this was a signal to all right-minded persons to flee 
from Babylon the Great, which the United Nations would desolate in the great 
tribulation. 

In the Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him, and which John wrote 
down, a similar signal is given to right-minded persons. We read in Revelation 17:4: 
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Besides the fact that the quoted words parallel Jesus’ statement that his followers 
would have to flee to the mountains when the Roman armies withdrew, these words 
also show that the Jews’ departure from Babylon and returned to their land in 537 
BCE served as a prophetic type of sincere people coming out of Babylon the Great—
that is, out of false religion. 

We see this as well when we compare 2 Corinthians 6:14-18 (above) with Isaiah 
52:10, 11 (below): 
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The phrase “my people” in Revelation 18:4 refers to the prophetic type of God’s 
people in captivity in Babylon who left Babylon. The words in Isaiah 52 are prophetic 
types predicting that the Jews—who, at the time when Isaiah wrote these words, had 
not yet been taken captive to Babylon—would depart from Babylon. Paul applies the 
words of Isaiah 52:11, 12 as prophetic types, the corresponding antitypes being truth-
seekers departing from false religions, both in Paul’s day and in the time of the end. 
The parallels between Isaiah 52:11 and 2 Corinthians 6:17 share the same 
characteristics. 

In 2 Corinthians 6:17, we find the Greek word (#.)*#<"/4'.), which means “to 
accept the presence of a person with kindness—‘to welcome, to receive, to accept, 
to have as a guest’" (Mounce). This word stands in contrast to the word (#.)#3<"/4'.) 
in verse 17, which means “to go or come out” (Mounce). The point is that those who 
get out of Babylon the Great, will, like the people of God who went out of Babylon, 
“be taken in.” Jehovah will welcome everyone who comes out of Babylon the Great 
as his guest, and they will gain a personal relationship with him. 

I have now discussed the miniature fulfillments of Matthew 4-22 between the 
years 33 and 70, and the greater and final fulfillments in the time of the end between 
the year 1914 and the great tribulation. I will now discuss Matthew 24:30-51, which 
are fulfilled in connection with the great tribulation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

!
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CHAPTER EIGHT 
ÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐ 
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This is the longest chapter because several words of Jesus in these 23 verses 

call for a detailed analysis.  

This applies to: 

Celestial phenomena. 

The sign of the Son of man. 

The gathering of the chosen ones. 

The illustration of the fig tree. 

The generation that will not pass away. 

Heaven and earth will pass away. 

One will be taken along and the other will be abandoned. 

Verses 40-51 have the same theme: Keep on the Watch because you do not 

know when the Son of man comes. Of the six illustrations connected with this 

theme, there is an in-depth analysis of the illustration about the faithful and 

discreet slave. 

 

In chapter 4, I demonstrated that Matthew 24:4-22 had a miniature fulfillment in 
the first century and its greater and final fulfillment in the time of the end, in the 20th 
and 21st centuries, that verses 23-28 have been fulfilled between 70 CE and 1914, 
and that 24:29-51 refer to the great tribulation.  

I have discussed the miniature fulfillment and the greater and final fulfillment of 
24:4-22, and I will now discuss the prophecies that will be fulfilled in relation to the 
great tribulation, according to 24:29-51. 
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The first prophetic words in Matthew 24:29, 30, which follow the comments on 
the period between 70 and 1914 CE, introduce the great tribulation, which is the 
focus in the following verses. 
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I will now make a detailed analysis of these verses. 
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I will first look at the time setting of these words by comparing Matthew 24:29 
(above), Mark 13:24 (middle), and Luke 21:25 (below): 
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Luke does not mention the great tribulation. But Matthew and Mark connect the 
celestial phenomena with “the tribulation” and with “those days.” In Matthew 24:29, 
“those days” are in genitive, and “the tribulation” is in accusative. A literal translation 
of the whole expression would be “those days’ tribulation,” which shows that “those 
days” are equivalent to “the tribulation.” Mark uses the Greek preposition #% (“in, 
with, by”), indicating that the celestial phenomena occur during “those days,” i.e., 
during the tribulation. 

But what does the preposition 4#,' mean in this context? The meaning of 4#,' is: 
“with genitive, ‘with’, with accusative, ‘after’, and with dative, ‘among’. (Gramcord 
Lexicon). I have already shown that the phrase after 4#,' consists of “the tribulation” 
in accusative and “those days” in genitive. Because these words form one phrase, we 
can conclude that 4#,' is followed by both the accusative and the genitive. This 
means that 4#,' can both have the meaning “with” and “after.” 

There is one word that can help us decide the situation, namely, #&,"8) with the 
meaning “immediately, at once, suddenly.” (Gramcord Lexicon). Because #&,"8) 
modifies 4#,', a literal rendering must be “immediately after those days’ tribulation.” 
Does this mean that the celestial phenomena will occur after the tribulation is 
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completed? The answer is no. The reason for this answer is the way Mark uses the 
preposition #%. He uses this preposition to show that the celestial phenomena will 
occur “during (#%) those days.”  And because he shows that “those days are equivalent 
to “the tribulation,” he shows that the celestial phenomena will occur during the 
tribulation and not after it. 
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In the first century CE, copies of the books of the Hebrew Bible were scarce and 
expensive. But portions of the Hebrew Scriptures were read every sabbath in the 
synagogues, and the Law of Moses was also read publicly on Mondays and 
Thursdays. Because of this, sincere people who wanted to serve God were well 
versed in the Scriptures. 

When Jesus gave his prophecy about the darkening of the sun and the moon, and 
that stars would fall from heaven, they would naturally have associated this with the 
second and third chapters in Joel’s  prophecies because Jesus’s words are similar to 
Joel’s words. 
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First, I quote Joel 2:28-31 and 3:5, and then I show what the Christian Greek 
Scriptures say about the fulfillment of the prophecy in the first century CE: 

'%!I?+3!',%)$!%&'%!*%!-./%!#00.$!%&'%!@!/&'::!5#.$!#.%!-C!/5*$*%!#+!)6)$C!/#$%!#,!,:)/&1!'+3!
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The time of the fulfillment of the prophecy was “the great and fear-inspiring day 
of Jehovah,” which is the great tribulation. However, this prophecy had a miniature 
fulfillment in the first century as well, as we see in Acts 2:14-20: 

&!$8.%!d)%)$!/%##3!.5!(*%&!%&)!):)6)+!'+3!$'*/)3!&*/!6#*0)!'+3!-'3)!%&*/!.%%)$'+0)!%#!%&)-H!
I9)+!#,!<.e3) ʹ'! '+3!'::!QGR!*+&';*%'+%/!#,!<)$./':)-1!:)%!%&*/!;)!J+#(+!%#!QGR!'+3!
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The chapter describes how holy spirit was poured out on the 120 followers of 
Jesus who were gathered in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost in 33 CE. The spirit 
caused them to speak different languages, and those who listened to this, thought 
they were drunk. 

Peter showed that this was the fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy that holy spirit would 
be poured out on all kinds of people. We also note that Joel’s prophecy spoke about 
celestial phenomena. But this part of the prophecy was fulfilled 37 years later, in 70 
CE, when Jerusalem was destroyed. 

How was this part of the prophecy fulfilled? When Jerusalem was destroyed in 70 
CE, the city was burned. I quote Josefus: 

4#!&)!E>)+)$':!X*%./F!2'6)!#$3)$/!%#!%&)!/#:3*)$/!;#%&!%#!;.$+1!'+3!%#!5:.+3)$!%&)!0*%C7!
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What can be seen when a whole city is burned? The smoke from the fires will 
darken the sun during the day, and the glare and reflections of the fires will make the 
moon look like blood at night. Josephus says that 1,1 million people were killed, and 
that fulfills Joel’s words about blood.  

Jesus’ words in Matthew 24:29 were that “the stars will fall (5.5,F) from the sky.” 
In Jesus’ time, people did not think of stars as enormous celestial bodies; rather, they 
viewed them as small lights in the sky. We can understand the meaning of Jesus’ 
words in light of what we read about the sorcerer Elymas in Acts 13:11: 

!!  P)::1!%&)+1! :##J\!<)&#6'&A/!&'+3!*/! .5#+!C#.1! '+3!C#.! (*::! ;)! ;:*+31!+#%!/))*+2!%&)!
/.+:*2&%!,#$!'!5)$*#3!#,!%*-)7D!@+/%'+%:C!'!%&*0J!-*/%!'+3!3'$J+)//!WMJJ)YRSO!V)#).4W!&*-1!
'+3!&)!()+%!'$#.+3!/))J*+2!-)+!%#!:)'3!&*-!;C!%&)!&'+37  

In English, “darkness fell” is a common expression, just as it was in Greek—as 
seen in the phrase “Instantly, a thick mist and darkness fell (5.5,F) upon him.” When 
Jesus said that “the stars will fall (5.5,F) from the sky,” he probably used the Hebrew 
word %J0'- (“fall”), which Matthew translates with the Greek word 5.5,F (“to fall”). 
By using the word “fall” in relation to the stars, his listeners would understand that 
the light of the stars was turned into darkness. 

This understanding is confirmed by the words in Joel 3:5, which are a part of the 
prophecy Jesus referred to: 
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The smoke from the fires that would darken the sun during the day, would also 
darken the stars during the night. This is a fulfillment of the words that @$%&#;&4.#
*$!4*#+'""#!3$1!"".#+'$%54!+#$%&'4#24')%$(&**?B 

!"#$3%-3'--4#&!$*3$!"#$2#-#+!')-$5"#&*4#&)$'&$!"#$
!'4#$*3$!"#$ 01#)!$!1'.%-)!'*& $$

How can we know that the fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy that Peter described in 
his speech on the day of Pentecost was a miniature fulfillment, and that the larger 
and final fulfillment will occur at the end of the time of the end? 

The answer is that Joel 2:31 associates the celestial phenomena with “the great and 
fear-inspiring day of Jehovah.” This day will affect all people on the earth, and the 
tribulation that occurred when Jerusalem was destroyed was just a miniature 
fulfillment of the fear-inspiring day of Jehovah. We also note that Jesus used about 
the same words as Joel, and in Matthew 24:29, he associates the same celestial 
phenomena with the tribulation at the end of his presence when he comes as the 
judge. 

How can we understand Jesus’ prophetic words about the celestial phenomena? I 
quote Matthew 24:29 one time more: 
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When the whole human society all over the earth will be destroyed and removed, 
this will cause many fires whose smoke will darken the sun during the day and 
prevent the moon to give its light during the night. The stars “will fall from heaven” 
by “withdrawing their brightness,” as Joel 3:15 says, because of the smoke from the 
fires. What is the meaning of the words, “the powers of heaven will be shaken”? 

In Genesis 1:26, the Hebrew word for “heaven” refers to the atmosphere, and in 
Genesis 2:4, it refers to the universe. In many other contexts, it refers to the place 
where Jehovah is. Because the sun, moon, and stars are mentioned, and they are seen 
in the atmosphere, it is likely that “heaven” in Matthew 24:29 refers to the 
atmosphere. 

 The word *8%'4.) means “power, strength, ability,” and what is the normal 
strength or ability of the atmosphere with the sun, moon, and the stars?  We learn 
this in Genesis 1:14, 15: 

&!!?+3!>#3!()+%!#+!%#!/'CH!I])%!:.-*+'$*)/!0#-)!%#!;)!*+!%&)!)K5'+/)!#,!%&)!&)'6)+/!%#!
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The power of the sun and the moon is to give light to humans during the day and 
the night. And because of these heavenly bodies, humans can know about seasons 
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and years. Because of the fires and the smoke in the great tribulation, the light of the 
sun, the moon, and the stars is lost. A way to express this could be to say that the 
power or ability of the atmosphere with the heavenly bodies was shaken. 

Based on this analysis, i conclude that there is no reason to believe that Jesus’ 
words imply that, in the great tribulation, the earth will be attacked from the universe. 
All the words of Jesus show that the different sides of the great tribulation will occur 
on the earth. 

!-%&+,/*&'(&!-%&+'*&'(&5"* &

When Jesus spoke about celestial phenomena, he mentioned a sign different from 
the composite sign of his presence. I quote Matthew 24:30: 
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The sign of the Son of man is completely different from the sign consisting of 
several events that Jesus gave to indicate his presence. Jesus refers to the words in 
Daniel 7:9-10, 13, 14: 
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The situation is the judgment seat of Jehovah, and the Son of man is coming with 
the clouds of heaven. And he was given rulership and dignity and kingdom. This is 
a vision of God’s heavenly court where there are no clouds. So, the clouds and the 
whole situation are not literal but figurative. 

Jesus applied this coming with the clouds of the Son of man to the great 
tribulation. But if Jesus received the kingdom when he started his presence in the 
year 1914, why would he be given rulership and kingdom in the great tribulation? In 
several places in The Hebrew Scriptures, we find the words, “God has become king.” 
He has been king as long as the human family has existed because he has all power. 
But these words refer to different situations concerning his people, Israel, during his 
rulership, when his authority expanded at different times. 



 122 

The great tribulation means that all the enemies of Jesus will be taken away, and 
his kingdom will be expanded as his thousand-year reign begins, and he will be both 
the king and the judge of humankind. 

After his resurrection, Jesus became an immortal spirit, and no human can see 
him, as Paul shows in 1 Timothy 6:15, 16: 
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These words cannot apply to Jehovah God because it cannot be said “he alone 
having immortality,” because Jesus also has immortality. (Hebrews 7:16, 25) But 
among those who rule as kings and lords, Jesus is the only one having immortality. 
After Jesus ascended to heaven, “not one of men has seen or can see” him. 
Therefore, his second coming must be invisible. 

But what do the words “they will see the Son of man coming on the clouds of 
heaven” mean? The words in Daniel 7:13 about his coming with the clouds were 
figurative, and the same must be the case in Matthew 24:30. But how should we 
understand the Greek word "/3'F (“to see”)? The basic meaning of the word is “to 
see.” But according to Louw and Nida, it can also mean “to acquire information, 
with focus on the event of perception, to come to understand as a result of 
perception.” One example of the meaning “understand” is Romans 1:20: 
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>#3/&*51!/#!%&'%!%&)C!'$)!*+)K0./';:)7 

What is 3"&!4".# *&&( (<',"/3'F), are God’s '(;'*'2"&# [1!"'$'&*. These invisible 
qualities are understood (<',"/3'F) because we see what God has created. This shows 
that the coming of the Son of man with the clouds will not be seen by the literal eyes, 
but it will be understood. 

The noun 5'3/&).' means “presence”; it refers to a period of time where a person 
or thing is here. The verb #3<"/4'. means “to come”; it refers to an instantaneous 
event of arrival. However, the word #3<"/4'. in Matthew 24:30 is Greek present 
participle, which means that the focus is not on an instantaneous moment but his 
coming stretches over some time. The reason may be that his “coming” means that 
he is judging the whole world of mankind in the great tribulation, which takes some 
time. 

A result of his coming is described in Matthew 24:30, which I quote one more 
time: 
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The meaning of the verb </5,F is “to smite, cut; to cut off or down, to beat oneself 
in mourning, lament, bewail.” (Mounce) The verb is future middle, and because the 
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middle form can be reflexive, the rendering “will beat themselves” is fine. Lamenting 
and beating themselves are the reactions of the tribes of the earth when they “see the 
Son of man” — when they understand that he is judging them. 

The relationship between the celestial events in 24:29 and the coming of the Son 
of man in 24:30 is expressed by the demonstrative adverb $-$&. The use of this adverb 
at the beginning of verse 30 shows that the catastrophe of the extensive burning, 
whose smoke will darken the sun, moon, and the stars, will appear first, and then 
($-$&), after this has occurred, will the sign of the Son of man be seen in heaven and 
“all the tribes of the earth will beat themselves in lamentation.”  

!"#$,23.$'/$("#$7+#,#.:#$'/$1#,&,$2.:0&)#,$)2k#+#.($#>#.(,$;#(*##.$("#$
5#-+$H[HJ$-.)$("#$3+#-($(+2;&0-(2'.8$$
!"#$,23.$'/$("#$d'.$'/$<-.$<#., $("-($7#'70#$'.$("#$#-+("$)&+2.3$("#$
3+#-($ (+2;&0-(2'.$ *200$ &.)#+,(-.)$ ("-($ "#$ "-,$ +#:#2>#)$ 62.305$ 7'*#+$
/+'<$N')$-.)$("-($"#$.'*$2,$M&)32.3$-00$("#$7#'70#8$

!-%&/"!-%.,*/&'(&!-%&)-'+%*&'*%+ &

The demonstrative adverb ,/,# is not found in 24:31, but the verse starts with the 
Greek conjunction <'.  (“and”). This indicates that the action of this verse occurs 
contemporaneously with the sign of the Son of man appearing in heaven and all the 
tribes of the earth beating themselves in lamentation. At this time, the angels will 
gather the chosen ones. I quote Matthew 24:31: 
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0&#/)+!V(*0"/"$.*-W!#+)/!%#2)%&)$!,$#-!%&)!,#.$!(*+3/1!,$#-!#+)!)K%$)-*%C!#,!%&)!&)'6)+/!
%#!%&)*$!#%&)$!)K%$)-*%C7 

The important question in connection with this verse is who the chosen ones are. 
To understand its meaning, we need to study how Jesus and his followers use “the 
chosen ones” in different contexts.  

3/'60/#'(/+!'5+!"!'%+4+%'60+)'0+'"!+!'30+'
+O.%+!!*/)':0*!'10/!+)'/)+!;P '

Jesus uses the expression “the chosen ones” three times in his great prophecy. 
I quote Matthew 24:22 (above), 24:24 (middle), and 34:31 (below): 
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It is logical to conclude that all three expressions refer to the same group. But 
who are they? 

!"#$%+#$*3$!"#$,*1($62"*+#&7$'&$!"#$"#.1#,$)&($
01##8$+21'5!%1#+$$ $

Jesus spoke Hebrew, and the word he evidently used was +J"@3, which means 
“chosen.” This word occurs 13 times in The Hebrew Scriptures. It is applied to king 
Saul in 2 Samuel 21:6, to king David in Psalm 89:3, to Moses in Psalm 106:23, and 
as a prophecy of Jesus in Isaiah 42:3. In most cases, is +J"@3 applied to his people, 
Israel, as in Isaiah 45:4. We see that the word can refer to different persons, and the 
correct reference we can only find by the help of the context. 

The corresponding Greek word #<-#<,/)$(“chosen”) is used 22 times in The 
Christian Greek Scriptures. In the first century, when The Christian Greek Scriptures 
were written, only people who would reign with Jesus Christ in the heavenly kingdom 
were gathered. The word #<-#<,/), with reference to the group of anointed followers 
of Jesus is used seven times. (Romans 8:33; Colossians 3:12; 2 Timothy 2:10; Titus 
1:1; 1 Peter 1:1; 2:9; Revelation 17:14) 

The word can also be used in the general sense “to choose.” In the illustration in 
Luke 18:1-7, “God’s chosen ones” refer to any servant of God, because, when Jesus 
told the illustration, no one was yet anointed with God’s spirit. In Romans 16:13, the 
word #<-#<,/) is applied to one person named Rufus, and in 2 John 1:1, it is applied 
to “the chosen lady,” which is likely a reference to a congregation.  Paul also speaks 
about “the chosen angels” in 1. Timothy 5:21. 

Because the word “chosen” can refer to so many different persons, we must 
always carefully consider the context when we look for the reference of a particular 
occurrence. 

In connection with the three occurrences of #<-#<,/) in Matthew chapter 24, it is 
clear that they cannot refer to anointed Christians. If this is claimed, it would be an 
anachronism, because, when Jesus uttered these words, no person in Judea, except 
Jesus, had been anointed with holy spirit, and the word “Christian” was not yet 
coined. This means that the three occurrences of #<-#<,/) in Matthew 24 must refer 
to persons chosen by God, and the context must indicate who these are. 

!"#$!,*$01*%5+$!")!$)1#$2"*+#&$./$0*($$ $

We learn from Matthew 24:31 that “the chosen ones” will be present when 
Jesus comes as the judge, because then “the chosen ones” will get their reward. 
This leads us to Revelation chapter 7, where two groups of God’s faithful 
servants are presented. I quote verses 4-9: 

!$ ?+3! @! &)'$3! %&)! +.-;)$! #,! %&#/)! (&#! ()$)! /)':)31!I) LYOT[MT) IOT) WS[KXFWSY[)
KLSYQIOTV)/)':)3!#.%!#,!)6)$C!%$*;)!#,!%&)!/#+/!#,!@/$'):H!+$G.%!#,!%&)!%$*;)!#,!<.3'&!%():6)!
%&#./'+3! /)':)3N! #.%! #,! %&)! %$*;)! #,! ^).ʹ;)+ !%():6)! %&#./'+3N! #.%! #,! %&)! %$*;)! #,!
>'3 !%():6)!%&#./'+3N!*$#.%!#,!%&)!%$*;)!#,!?/&ʹ)$!%():6)!%&#./'+3N!#.%!#,!%&)!%$*;)!#,!
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M'5&ʹ%'e:*!%():6)!%&#./'+3N!#.%!#,!%&)!%$*;)!#,!9'e+'/ʹ/)&!%():6)!%&#./'+3N!#$#.%!#,!%&)!
%$*;)!#,!4*-ʹ)e#+!%():6)!%&#./'+3N!#.%!#,!%&)!%$*;)!#,!])ʹ6*!%():6)!%&#./'+3N!#.%!#,!%&)!
%$*;)!#,!@/ʹ/'e0&'$!%():6)!%&#./'+3N!%$#.%!#,!%&)!%$*;)!#,!_);ʹ.e:.+!%():6)!%&#./'+3N!#.%!#,!
%&)!%$*;)!#,!<#/)5&!%():6)!%&#./'+3N!
9 After these things I saw, and, look! a great crowd, which no man was able to number, 
out of all nations and tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and 
before the Lamb, dressed in white robes; and there were palm branches in their handsÉ 
So right away I said to him: ÒMy lord, you are the one that knows.Ó And he said to me: 
ÒThese are the ones that come out of the great tribulation  (thlipsis megas), and they have 
washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

The first group is called “the sons of Israel.” However, this is not a reference 
to the nation of Israel, as Levi and Joseph are included. They were sons of Jacob 
(Israel), but they were not counted among the 12 tribes. On the other hand, 
Dan was one of the tribes, but his name is not found in verses 4-8. This means 
that these 144,000 refer to anointed Christians who are a part of spiritual Israel 
and not members of fleshly Israel. 

The second group is described as “a great crows from all the nations.” Neither 
of these groups is directly said to be chosen by God. But because both groups 
will get everlasting life, both groups are chosen by God. 

!"#$62"*+#&$*&#+7$'&$4)!!"#,$9: ;<=$(*$&*!$'&2-%(#$
!"#$)&*'&!#($2"1'+!')&+ $

If both groups mentioned in Revelation 7 are chosen by God, how can we say 
that the “chosen ones” in Matthew 24 do not refer to the anointed Christians? 
The reason is that the anointed Christians will not be on the earth when the 
angels “gather the chosen ones” (Matthew 24:31). And the anointed ones will not 
survive the great tribulation. Let us see. 

The resurrection of anointed Christians is mentioned in Revelation 6:9-11: 
($?+3! (&)+! &)! #5)+)3! %&)! ,*,%&! /)':1!!) QIZ) YOTM[OMIKL) KLM) IJKI[)KLM) QSYJQ)SW) KLSQM)
QJIYPLKM[MT)gM`IYQM)SW)KLM)ZS[T)SW)/ST)IOT)gM`IYQM)SW)KLM)ZNKOMQQ)ZS[c)KLIK)KLMX)YQMT)
KS)LI\Ma!&)$?+3!%&)C!0$*)3!(*%&!'!:#.3!6#*0)1!/'C*+2H!IR+%*:!(&)+1!4#6)$)*2+!]#$3!&#:C!'+3!
%$.)1!'$)!C#.!$),$'*+*+2!,$#-!Y.32*+2!'+3!'6)+2*+2!#.$!;:##3!.5#+!%&#/)!(&#!3()::!#+!
%&)!)'$%&OD$&&$1OT)I)ZLNKM)[SgM)ZIQ)PN\MO)KS)MI`L)SW)KLMUN!'+3!%&)C!()$)!%#:3!%#!$)/%!'!
:*%%:)!(&*:)!:#+2)$1!.+%*:!%&)!+.-;)$!('/!,*::)3!':/#!#,!%&)*$!,)::#(!/:'6)/!'+3!%&)*$!;$#%&)$/!
(&#!()$)!';#.%!%#!;)!J*::)3!'/!%&)C!':/#!&'3!;))+7!

The blood of sacrifices, which represents the life of each creature, runs down 
beneath the altar. Their blood is their souls. The persons referred to had sacrificed 
their lives, and receiving a white robe indicates that they had been resurrected. After 
their resurrection, they had to wait some time until God would avenge their blood.  

The number that had to be filled is not 144,000, but the number of servants God 
wants to sacrifice their lives in faithfulness to him. This relates to the issue raised by 
the Devil that humans would not serve God out of love, but only if they had 
advantages by serving him. In our context, verses 9-11 show that the heavenly 
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resurrection will occur a time before the great tribulation, while this old system of 
things still stands. 

That the resurrection of the members of the 144,000 anointed servants of God 
will occur before the great tribulation can also be seen by Romans 16:20 (above) and 
Revelation 17:14 (below): 

')$"#$!&*/!5'$%1!%&)!>#3!(&#!2*6)/!5)'0)!(*::!0$./&!4'%'+!.+3)$!QGR^!,))%!/&#$%:C7!9'C!
%&)!.+3)/)$6)3!J*+3+)//!#,!#.$!]#$3!<)/./!;)!(*%&!QGR7!!
&!$X&)/)!(*::!;'%%:)!(*%&!%&)!]'-;1!;.%1!;)0'./)!&)!*/!]#$3!#,!:#$3/!'+3!f*+2!#,!J*+2/1!%&)!
]'-;!(*::!0#+T.)$!%&)-7 !?:/#1!%&#/)!0'::)3! '+3!0&#/)+!V"$/"$.*-W!'+3!,'*%&,.:!(*%&!&*-!
E(*::!3#!/#F7D!!

When Jesus comes and judges Satan and his seed in the great tribulation, the 
anointed Christians will be a part of the army of Jesus. They will crush Satan under 
their feet, as Romans 16:20 says. And they will be a part of the army of Jesus, as 
Revelation 17:14 says. Because of this, the anointed Christians cannot be a part of 
“the chosen ones” whom the angels will gather in connection with the great 
tribulation. 

!"#$62"*+#&$*&#+7$1#3#1$!*$5#*5-#$,"*$,'--$+%1>'>#$
!"#$01#)!$!1'.%-)!'*& $

One way to know that events or groups mentioned in different places in the Bible 
are identical is to find identifying marks in the events or groups. Two groups with 
the same identification are found in Revelation 7:9, 14, and Matthew 24:21, 22: 

($?,%)$!%&)/)!%&*+2/!@!/'(1!'+31!:##J\!I)P[MIK)`[SZT1!(&*0&!+#!-'+!('/!';:)!%#!+.-;)$1!
#.%! #,! '::! +'%*#+/!'+3! %$*;)/! '+3! 5)#5:)/!'+3! %#+2.)/1! /%'+3*+2! ;),#$)! %&)! %&$#+)!'+3!
;),#$)!%&)!]'-;1!3$)//)3!*+!(&*%)!$#;)/N!'+3!%&)$)!()$)!5':-!;$'+0&)/!*+!%&)*$!&'+3/Z&!$

4#!$*2&%!'('C!@!/'*3!%#!&*-H!I9C!:#$31!C#.!'$)!%&)!#+)!%&'%!J+#(/7D!?+3!&)!/'*3!%#!-)H!
IX&)/)!'$)!%&)!#+)/!%&'%!`SUM)SYK)SW!KLM)P[MIK)K[NgYJIKNSO)V.(/#)-#-0'"+,-W1!'+3!%&)C!&'6)!
('/&)3!%&)*$!$#;)/!'+3!-'3)!%&)-!(&*%)!*+!%&)!;:##3!#,!%&)!]'-;7 !
'&$,#$!%&)+!%&)$)!(*::!;)!P[MIK)K[NgYJIKNSO!V.(/#)-#-0'"+,-W1!/.0&!'/!&'/!+#%!#00.$$)3!/*+0)!%&)!
(#$:3A/!;)2*++*+2!.+%*:!+#(1!+#1!+#$!(*::!#00.$!'2'*+7!''$ @+!,'0%1!.+:)//!%&#/)!3'C/!()$)!0.%!
/&#$%10+#)lMQL)ZSYJT)gM)QI\MTN!;.%!#+!'00#.+%!#,!%&)!0&#/)+!#+)/!%&#/)!3'C/!(*::!;)!0.%!
/&#$%7&

There are three parallels between Revelation 7:9, 14, and Matthew 24:21, 22: 

5?@?AABA$=; The words “great tribulation” must refer to the same situation, to what 
is happening when Jesus comes as the judge.  

5?@?AABA$ 9;$According to Acts 7:10, God delivered Jacob “-1$# -6 all his 
tribulations,” which means that he survived his tribulations. In a similar way, the 
great crowd will “come -1$#-6 the great tribulation” and survive it. This parallels the 
words “be saved” in Mathew 24:22, which means that some people will survive the 
great tribulation mentioned there. 
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5?@?AABA$ <;$Those who are saved are called “flesh,” which means that human 
beings will be saved from the great tribulation, and in a similar way, the great crowd 
consists of human beings who will survive the great tribulation as humans (flesh) 
here on earth.$

The first part of the great prophecy of Jesus (Matthew 24:3-22) contains types that 
received a miniature fulfillment in the first century, culminating in the tribulation in 
70 CE, when Jerusalem was destroyed. How can we describe the types and antitypes 
of Matthew 24:21, 22, and Revelation 7:9, 14? 

In 70 CE, the Roman army under General Titus besieged Jerusalem for 142 days. 
There was a terrible situation in the city with famine and death. According to 
Josephus, 1,1 million Jews died, and 97,000 survived and became prisoners. Let us 
look one more time at Matthew 22:21, 22: 

'&$,#$!%&)+!%&)$)!(*::!;)!P[MIK)K[NgYJIKNSO!V.(/#)-#-0'"+,-W1!/.0&!'/!&'/!+#%!#00.$$)3!/*+0)!%&)!
(#$:3A/!;)2*++*+2!.+%*:!+#(1!+#1!+#$!(*::!#00.$!'2'*+7!''$ @+!,'0%1!.+:)//!%&#/)!3'C/!()$)!0.%!
/&#$%10OS)lMQL)ZSYJT)gM)QI\MTN!;.%!#+!'00#.+%!#,!KLM)`LSQMO)SOMQ!%&#/)!3'C/!(*::!;)!0.%!
/&#$%7&

Jesus said that because God cut short the tribulation — it lasted only 142 days — 
so 6"&*% would be saved. This “flesh” was the 97,000 who survived, and who would 
not have been saved alive if the tribulation had been longer. This group of 97,000 is 
the prophetic type, and the great crowd who will be saved through the great 
tribulation is the antitype. 

We note that the “flesh” that was saved when Jerusalem was destroyed is 
expressed in a different way, as “the chosen ones”. Jesus said that the tribulation 
would be cut short on account of the chosen ones or for the sake of the chosen ones. 
Those who were saved because the tribulation was cut short were the 97,000 “flesh” 
who survived. This means that these 97,000 survivors were “the chosen ones.” 

But how could these people, most of whom were worshippers of Jehovah — they 
had come to the city to worship Jehovah — but they were not followers of Jesus, be 
said to be “the chosen ones”? We may illustrate the situation with Isaiah 45:1: 

&!X&*/!*/!(&'%!<)&#6'&!&'/!/'*3!%#!&*/!'+#*+%)3!#+)1!%#!UC$./1!(&#/)!$*2&%!&'+3!@!&'6)!
%'J)+!&#:3!#,1!%#!/.;3.)!;),#$)!&*-!+'%*#+/1!/#!%&'%!@!-'C!.+2*$3!)6)+!%&)!&*5/!#,!J*+2/N!
%#!#5)+!;),#$)!&*-!%&)!%(#S:)'6)3!3##$/1!/#!%&'%!)6)+!%&)!2'%)/!(*::!+#%!;)!/&.%H!!

The Persian king Cyrus worshipped the Babylonian god Marduk as well as other 
gods, and he was not a servant of Jehovah. But in this situation, as a king who would 
conquer the Babylonian king Nabonid and free the Jews from their Babylonian 
captivity, Isaiah says that he was Jehovah’s anointed one. He was “anointed” or 
chosen to do this one action. 

In a similar way, the 97,000 who survived the destruction of Jerusalem were not 
anointed followers of Jesus. But they were the ones whom Jehovah had chosen to 
be saved from the tribulation. This does not imply some kind of predestination. But 
it implies that Jehovah had decided that a small group of humans, “the flesh,” would 
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survive the destruction of the city. Because of this, they can rightly be called “the 
chosen ones.” 

By way of conclusion, I quote Matthew 24:31 (above) and Revelation 7:13-17 
(below): 

"&!?+3!&)!(*::!/)+3!,#$%&!&*/!'+2):/!(*%&!'!2$)'%!%$.-5)%!/#.+31!'+3!%&)C!(*::!2'%&)$!&*/!
0&#/)+!V(*0"/"$.*-W!#+)/!%#2)%&)$!,$#-!%&)!,#.$!(*+3/1!,$#-!#+)!)K%$)-*%C!#,!%&)!&)'6)+/!
%#!%&)*$!#%&)$!)K%$)-*%C7 
&"!!?+3!*+!$)/5#+/)!#+)!#,!%&)!):3)$/!/'*3!%#!-)H! IX&)/)! (&#! '$)!3$)//)3!*+!%&)!(&*%)!
$#;)/1!(&#!'$)!%&)C!'+3!(&)$)!3*3!%&)C!0#-)!,$#-OD!!&!!4#!$*2&%!'('C!@!/'*3!%#!&*-H!I9C!
:#$31!C#.!'$)!%&)!#+)!%&'%!J+#(/7D!?+3!&)!/'*3!%#!-)H!I#LMQM)I[M)KLM)SOMQ)KLIK)`SUM)SYK)
SW)KLM)P[MIK)K[NgYJIKNSOV)'+3!%&)C!&'6)!('/&)3!%&)*$!$#;)/! '+3!-'3)!%&)-!(&*%)!*+!%&)!
;:##3!#,! %&)! ]'-;7 !! &+$X&'%! */! (&C! %&)C! '$)! ;),#$)!%&)! %&$#+)! #,! >#3N! '+3! %&)C! '$)!
$)+3)$*+2! &*-! /'0$)3! /)$6*0)!3'C! '+3! +*2&%! *+! &*/! %)-5:)N!'+3! %&)! G+)! /)'%)3! #+! %&)!
%&$#+)!(*::! /5$)'3!&*/!%)+%!#6)$!%&)-7!&*!X&)C!(*::!&.+2)$!+#!-#$)!+#$!%&*$/%! '+C-#$)1!
+)*%&)$! (*::! %&)! /.+! ;)'%! 3#(+! .5#+! %&)-! +#$! '+C! /0#$0&*+2! &)'%1!&#! ;)0'./)! %&)!
]'-;1 !(&#! */! *+! %&)! -*3/%! #,! %&)! %&$#+)1! (*::! /&)5&)$3!%&)-1! '+3! (*::! 2.*3)! %&)-! %#!
,#.+%'*+/!#,!('%)$/!#,!:*,)7!?+3!>#3!(*::!(*5)!#.%!)6)$C!%)'$!,$#-!%&)*$!)C)/7D  

The first quotation shows how the angels gather all the members of the great 
crowd (his chosen ones), and the second quotation shows how those who have been 
gathered will survive the great tribulation and the blessings they will receive. 

!"-($("#$-.3#0,$D*200$3-("#+$("#$:"',#.$'.#,E$Vb-(("#*$GJIQ_W4$<#-.,$
("-($("#5$*200$3-("#+$("#$<#<;#+,$'/$("#$3+'&7$("-($-+#$:"',#.$;5$N')$
('$,&+>2>#$("#$3+#-($(+2;&0-(2'.8$!"2,$3+'&7$2,$("#$3+#-($:+'*)$("-($2,$
<#.(2'.#)$2.$h#>#0-(2'.$XI[4$HJ8$

We have seen that verse 29 in Matthew chapter 24 introduces the great 
tribulation, verse 30 discusses the sign of the Son of man, and verse 31 shows how 
angels gather the great crowd that will survive the great tribulation. After this, there 
is a sequence of 11 verses, whose focus is on the great tribulation, and which 
connects the great tribulation with the presence of Jesus. I quote Matthew 24:32-41: 

"' !IM#(!:)'$+!,$#-!%&)!,*2!%$))!'/!'+!*::./%$'%*#+!%&*/!5#*+%H!<./%!'/!/##+!'/!*%/!C#.+2!;$'+0&!
2$#(/! %)+3)$! '+3! *%! 5.%/! ,#$%&! :)'6)/1!QGR!J+#(! %&'%! /.--)$! */! +)'$7! "" !! ]*J)(*/)!
':/# !QGR1!(&)+!QGR!/))!'::!%&)/)!%&*+2/1!J+#(!%&'%!&)!*/!+)'$!'%!%&)!3##$/7!"! !X$.:C!@!/'C!
%#!QGR!%&'%! %&*/! 2)+)$'%*#+!V+"%",W!(*::! ;C! +#! -)'+/! 5'//! '('C! .+%*:! '::! %&)/)! %&*+2/!
#00.$7!"+!B)'6)+!'+3!)'$%&!(*::!5'//!'('C1 !;.%!-C!(#$3/!(*::!;C!+#!-)'+/!5'//!'('C7 !!
"* !IU#+0)$+*+2!%&'%!3'C!'+3!&#.$!+#;#3C!J+#(/1!+)*%&)$!%&)!'+2):/!#,!%&)!&)'6)+/!+#$!
%&)!4#+1!;.%!#+:C!%&)!"'%&)$7!"#!!"#$!Y./%!'/!%&)!3'C/!#,!M#'&!()$)1!/#!%&)!5$)/)+0)!#,!%&)!
4#+!#,!-'+!(*::!;)7 !"%!"#$!'/!%&)C!()$)!*+!%&#/)!3'C/!;),#$)!%&)!,:##31!)'%*+2!'+3!3$*+J*+21!
-)+!-'$$C*+2!'+3!(#-)+!;)*+2!2*6)+!*+!-'$$*'2)1!.+%*:!%&)!3'C!%&'%!M#'&!)+%)$)3!*+%#!
%&)! '$JN! "( ! '+3! %&)C! %##J! +#! +#%)! .+%*:! %&)! ,:##3! 0'-)!V"5$(*',#W!'+3! /()5%! %&)-! '::!
'('C1 !/#!%&)!5$)/)+0)!V),5*1-#,W!#,!%&)!4#+!#,!-'+!(*::!;)7!!

!) !X&)+! %(#! -)+! (*::! ;)! *+! %&)! ,*):3H! #+)! (*::! ;)! %'J)+! ':#+2! '+3! %&)! #%&)$! ;)!
';'+3#+)3N!!&!!%(#!(#-)+!(*::!;)!2$*+3*+2!'%!%&)!&'+3!-*::H!#+)!(*::!;)!%'J)+!':#+2!'+3!
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%&)!#%&)$!;)!';'+3#+)37!!' !f))5!#+!%&)!('%0&1!%&)$),#$)1!;)0'./)!QGR!3#!+#%!J+#(!#+!
(&'%!3'C!QGR^!]#$3!*/!0#-*+27!!

I will first discuss the reference of this sequence, which is Jesus’ presence, and his 
coming as the judge in the great tribulation at the end of his presence. Then I will 
make a detailed analysis of the different parts. 

The theme verses, which sum up the core message of the sequence, are verses 37 
and 38: 

"#!!"#$!Y./%!'/!%&)!3'C/!#,!M#'&!()$)1!/#!%&)!5$)/)+0)!#,!%&)!4#+!#,!-'+!(*::!;)7!"%!"#$!'/!
%&)C!()$)!*+!%&#/)!3'C/!;),#$)!%&)!,:##31!)'%*+2!'+3!3$*+J*+21!-)+!-'$$C*+2!'+3!(#-)+!
;)*+2!2*6)+!*+!-'$$*'2)1!.+%*:!%&)!3'C!%&'%!M#'&!)+%)$)3!*+%#!%&)!'$JN!"( !'+3!%&)C!%##J!+#!
+#%)!.+%*:!%&)!,:##3!0'-)!V"5$(*',#W!'+3!/()5%!%&)-!'::!'('C1!/#!%&)!5$)/)+0)!V),5*1-#,W!#,!
%&)!4#+!#,!-'+!(*::!;)7! 

There are two parallels here:  

1)! Between the days of Noah before the flood and the presence of Jesus. 

2)! Between the coming of the flood and the coming of the Son of man. 

The illustration of the fig tree shows that the followers of Jesus should know the 
time for the presence of Jesus because of the composite sign Jesus gave. 

!-%&,$$4+!."!,'*&'(&!-%&(,/&!.%% &

Several aspects of this illustration need clarification.  I quote Matthew 24:32, 33 
one more time: 

"' !IM#(!:)'$+!,$#-!%&)!y2!%$))!'/!'+!*::./%$'%*#+!%&*/!5#*+%H!<./%!'/!/##+!'/!*%/!C#.+2!;$'+0&!
2$#(/!%)+3)$!'+3!*%!5.%/!,#$%&!:)'6)/1!QGR!J+#(!%&'%!/.--)$!V.("5*-W!*/!+)'$!V"++&-W7!"" !!
]*J)(*/)!':/# !QGR1!(&)+!QGR!/))!'::!%&)/)!%&*+2/1!J+#(!%&'%!&)!*/!+)'$!'%!%&)!3##$/7!

The important word is the Greek adverb #;;8) with the meaning “near, close to,” 
(UBS Lexicon); “a position relatively close to another position — ‘near, nearby.’ 
(Louw and Nida); near, as to place; close at hand.” (Mounce) 

30+'!"##+%'*!')+$% '

The basic meaning of the Greek adverb #;;8) is “to be near.” But it can also mean 
“to be here.” One example is Romans 10:8:  

%!8.%!(&'%!3#)/!*%!/'CO!IX&)!(#$3!*/!+)'$!V"++&-W!C#.1!V"#'#W!*+!C#.$!#(+!-#.%&!'+3!*+!C#.$!
#(+!&)'$%DN!%&'%!*/1!%&)!I(#$3D!#,!,'*%&1!(&*0&!()!'$)!5$)'0&*+27!

In Romans 10:8, #;;8) is parallel to #.4. (“to be, to become”) in the Greek present. 
The point is not that the word will come soon, but that the word has already come 
(#;;8)) and is in your mouth and in your own heart. 

There are also three passages in Luke that confirm the same, Luke 10:11 (above), 
17:21 (middle), 21:30, 31 (below): 
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The basic message of Jesus was: “God’s kingdom has come near.” This is 
expressed in Luke 10:11. What Jesus meant with these words is seen in Luke 17:21, 
where Jesus said: “The kingdom of God is in your midst.” He was the king of the 
heavenly kingdom, and because he was on the earth, he could say that the kingdom 
of God was in their midst. On this basis, we can say that the words, “The kingdom 
has come near,” mean that the kingdom '*#%&4& (#;;8)). 

In Luke 21:30, #;;8) is modified by the adverb E*E with the meaning “now, already” 
(UBS Lexicon); “a point of time preceding another point of time and implying 
completion — ‘already.’ (Louw and Nida) “before now, now, already” (Mounce). 
The use E*E together with #;;8) in Luke 21:30 shows that the illustration means that 
when they saw the fig tree and other trees in bud, they would know that summer (the 
warm season) %!5#!44';&5. This must also be the meaning of the same illustration in 
Matthew 24:32, even though the adverb E*E (“already”) does not occur in this passage. 

!"#$:'.(#A( $,"'*,$("-($("#$7"+-,#$D("#$,&<<#+$2,$.#-+!"(,,-&#$!2.$("#$
200&,(+-(2'.$-;'&($("#$/23$(+##!2.$("#$3+#-($7+'7"#:5$'/$1#,&,$Vb-(("#*$
GJIQGW4$"-,$("#$<#-.2.34$D("#$,&<<#+$2,$"#+#4E$-.)$.'($("-($("#$
,&<<#+$*200$:'<#$,''.8!

:0+'*!')+$%'$3'30+'(//%!; '

What is the antecedent of the pronoun “he” in Matthew 24:33? Normally, we 
expect a masculine noun in the previous clause(s). But there is no such noun in the 
previous clauses. The closest masculine noun is “man” in the expression “the Son of 
man” in verse 30. Grammatically speaking, “the Son of man” is too distant from 
“he” to be its antecedent.  

But Jesus also used thematic antecedents, as we have seen in connection with the 
demonstrative pronoun “this” in Matthew 24:14, whose antecedent is not in the 
previous text but in the message Jesus preached. On this basis, we must accept that 
“he” refers back to “the Son of man” in verse 30. 

How shall we understand the expression “he is near at the doors”? I have shown 
that the adverb #;;8)7$with the basic meaning “be near,” can also mean “be here, be 
present.” This was seen in the meaning of Jesus’ words: “The kingdom of God is 
near.” These words meant that the kingdom of God was present because he, as the 
king in the kingdom, was present. 
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That the words “he is near at the doors” are the same as saying “he is present,” 
can be seen by a comparison of Matthew 24:30 (above) and Luke 21:30, 31 (below):!
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The words “he is near at the doors” are the same as saying “the kingdom of God 
is near” or “the Son of man is present.” 

!"#$:'.(#A( $,"'* ,$("-($("#$:0-&,#4$Da#$2,$.#-+$-($("#$)''+,E$<#-.,$("-($
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The basic message of the sequence of verses (Matthew 24:32-42) is that when the 
followers of Jesus saw the events expressed by the composite sign, they would know 
that “this generation (;#%#')” would not pass away before the end (,#-/)) would come. 
I quote Matthew 24:32: 

 
"' !X$.:C!@!/'C!%#!QGR!%&'%!%&*/!2)+)$'%*#+!V+"%",W!(*::!;C!+#!-)'+/!5'//!'('C!.+%*:!'::!%&)/)!
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The question regarding this text is: What is “this generation” and when will it be? 
When I became a Witness in 1961, the words of Psalm 90:10 were applied to the 
word ;#%#': 

&)! @+! %&)-/):6)/! %&)! 3'C/! #,! #.$! C)'$/! '$)! /)6)+%C! C)'$/N! ?+3! *,! ;)0'./)! #,! /5)0*':!
-*2&%*+)//!%&)C!'$)!)*2&%C!C)'$/7!

The Hebrew word *F3 (“generation”) is mentioned in verse 1, and, in our view, 
the great tribulation was likely to occur within 80 years from 1914, when the first 
part of the sign was seen. But that did not happen. There were two errors in our 
reasoning: 

¥! We had not made a thorough study of the words ;#%#' and *F3. 

¥! We used “generation” as a specific time indicator to measure the time from 
the beginning of the presence of Jesus to the great tribulation. 

30+'6/%(!' N?9?@'$)(' Clh$ (/')/3'%+4+%'3/'3*#+'
2"3'3/'.+/.,+ !
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As we see in English, Greek, and Hebrew, words can have different meanings and 
refer to different things in the world. The Greek word ;#%#' and the Hebrew word 
*F3 do not refer to time but to a group of people. One example is Daniel 9:1 (above) 
and Matthew 1:17 (below): 

&$@+! %&)! ,*$/%! C)'$! #,! L'e$*ʹ./ !%&)! /#+! #,! ?e&'/e.e)ʹ$./!#,! %&)! /))3! VW"5,6@0 +"%",W! #,! %&)!
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In Daniel 9:1, the Hebrew text has T#3'H meaning “seed,” but the Septuagint has 
;#%#', showing that this Greek word refers to people. In Matthew 1:17, ;#%#' refers to 
one group of people that follows another group of people, and this is the same way 
we use the word “generation” in English. 

The basic definition of the Hebrew word *F3 and the Greek word ;#%#' is “a large 
group of people whose lifespans are overlapping.” This means that a generation does 
not have a specific beginning or a specific end. But the beginnings and ends of those 
who constitute a generation set limits for the generation’s beginning and its end. 

30+'/9+%,$..*)8'.$%3!'/4'$'8+)+%$3*/) !

!The issue we are discussing is the meaning of the words “this generation,” what 
is included in the word “generation” (;#%#'7$*F3), and the reference of the word. 

6!"'+$,'28#($0#&#1)!'*&7$'&$!"#$()/+$*3$4*+#+  

I will first consider the way Moses used the word “generation” (*F3), and I quote 
Deuteronomy 1:35, 36 (above) and Numbers 32:10-13 (below): 

"+$=M#%!#+)! '-#+2!%&)/)!-)+!#,!KLNQ)M\NJ)PMOM[IKNSO!V!45W!(*::!/))!%&)!2##3!:'+3!%&'%!@!
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Moses used the words “this evil generation” in Deuteronomy 1:35. Which people 
were included in “this evil generation”? Numbers 32:11 says that “this evil 
generation” included all the men (O@)") from twenty years upward who went out of 
Egypt, and 600,000 able-bodied men left Egypt. The end of the mentioned 
generation came during the 40-year sojourn in the desert. But what was the 
beginning? Several thousand of the 600,000 men were old, up to one hundred years 
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or more, and all of these above twenty years belonged to “this evil generation.” This 
means “this evil generation” began at least 140 years before it ended. Thus, “this evil 
generation” lasted at least 140 years. 

The definition of “generation” is “a large group of people whose lifespans 
overlap.” One important point here is that “this evil generation” consisted of the 
thousands of overlapping lifespans of the 600,000 men, excluding those under 20 
years old. 

b',#,$:-00#)$-00$("#$B,+-#02(#,$*"'$*-.)#+#)$2.$("#$)#,#+($/'+$J_$5#-+,$
D("2,$#>20$3#.#+-(2'.8E$!"2,$3#.#+-(2'.$0-,(#)$-($0#-,($HJ_$5#-+,8 

$6!"'+$0#&#1)!'*&7$'&$!"#$()/+$*3$C*+"%)  

Joshua, Caleb, and those below twenty years who came out of Egypt were the only 
ones who entered the promised land.  Joshua led Israel, and he served Jehovah and 
the people excellently. In connection with his death, we learn something about the 
word “generation” (*F3), and I quote Judges 2:6-10 (above) and Joshua 23:1-4 
(below): 
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Joshua was part of the generation mentioned in Judges 2:10, and he lived for 110 
years. In addition to him, the older men who are mentioned in Joshua 31:2 are 
included in this generation. If some elders were born 40 years before Joshua died and 
became as old as he, the last one would die 70 years after Joshua’s death. This means 
the mentioned generation could have lasted at least 180 years, since it ended when 
the last elder mentioned died. Again, we see that overlapping of a great number of 
lifespans is the basic meaning of the word “generation.” 
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Jesus traveled throughout the land of Israel and preached about the kingdom of 
God. But the accounts of the evangelists show that very few people believed in him. 
Because of the people’s bad actions and lack of faith, Jesus condemned them. He 
used the following words: 

“Wicked generation”: Matthew 12:45 and Luke 11:29. 

“Wicked and adulterous generation”: Matthew 12:39; 16:4. 

“Wicked and sinful generation”: Mark 8:38. 

“Unbelieving and perverse generation”: Matthew 17:17 and Luke 9:41. 

Which people are included in the term “generation” (;#%#') mentioned by Jesus? I 
quote Luke 11:29-32: 
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This wicked generation included the crowds that were massing together. Jesus did 
not know each one of these crowds, and his general expression of calling them 
wicked shows that this “wicked generation” included all the Jews living in Israel. This 
is supported by the words “unbelieving and perverse generation” in Matthew 17:17 
and Luke 9:41. All the Jews in Israel, except a few, were unbelieving, and therefore 
they belonged to the “unbelieving and perverse generation” mentioned by Jesus. 
When I use the words “all the Jews,” I refer to the Jews in general. But there were 
also a few that did not belong to this “wicked and adulterous generation.” 

The situation is exactly the same as the one quoted above from Deuteronomy 
1:35, where Moses called the whole nation of those who wandered in the desert for 
40 years “this wicked generation.” 

What is the length of “this wicked and adulterous generation”?  The prophetess 
Anna was 84 years old when she saw the child Jesus in the temple. (Luke 2:37). And 
we must assume that there were persons in Israel who were older than Anna, one 
hundred years or more. Children who were born in the same year as Jesus would 
have been 33 years old when Jesus condemned this wicked and adulterous 
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generation.  If some of these lived for one hundred years or more, the length of “the 
wicked and adulterous generation” would be at least 200 years. 

But how can the words of Matthew 23:29-36 fit into the conclusion that “the 
wicked and adulterous generation” is at least 200 years long? 

'( !IP#)!%#!QGR1!/0$*;)/!'+3!d&'$*/))/1!&C5#0$*%)/\!;)0'./) !QGR!;.*:3!%&)!2$'6)/!#,!%&)!
5$#5&)%/!'+3!3)0#$'%)!%&)!-)-#$*':!%#-;/!#,!%&)!$*2&%)#./!#+)/1$")$'+3!QGR!/'C1!=@,!()!
()$)!*+!%&)!3'C/!#,!#.$!,#$),'%&)$/1!()!(#.:3!+#%!;)!/&'$)$/!(*%&!%&)-!*+!%&)!;:##3!#,!
%&)!5$#5&)%/7A$"&$X&)$),#$)!QGR!'$)!;)'$*+2!(*%+)//!'2'*+/%!C#.$/):6)/!%&'%!QGR!'$)!/#+/!
#,! %&#/)! (&#! -.$3)$)3! %&)! 5$#5&)%/7$"'$ P)::1! %&)+1! ,*::! .5! %&)! -)'/.$)!#,!QGR^!
,#$),'%&)$/7!

""$I4)$5)+%/1!#,,/5$*+2!#,!6*5)$/1!&#(!'$) !QGR!%#!,:))!,$#-!%&)!Y.32-)+%!#,!>)e&)+ʹ+'O$

"!$"#$!%&*/!$)'/#+1!&)$)!@!'-! /)+3*+2!,#$%&!%#!QGR!5$#5&)%/! '+3!(*/)!-)+! '+3!5.;:*0!
*+/%$.0%#$/7!4#-)! #,! %&)- !QGR!(*::! J*::!'+3! *-5':)1 !'+3! /#-)! #,! %&)- !QGR!(*::!
/0#.$2)!*+!QGR^!/C+'2#2.)/! '+3! 5)$/)0.%)! ,$#-! 0*%C! %#! 0*%CN!"+$%&'%! %&)$)! -'C! 0#-)!
.5#+!QGR!'::!%&)!$*2&%)#./!;:##3!/5*::)3!#+!)'$%&1!,$#-!%&)!;:##3!#,!$*2&%)#./!?;): !%#!
%&)! ;:##3! #,! _)0&e'e$*ʹ'&! /#+! #,! 8'$e'e0&*ʹ'&1! (&#- !QGR!-.$3)$)3! ;)%())+! %&)!
/'+0%.'$C! '+3! %&)! ':%'$7$"*$X$.:C! @! /'C! %#!QGR1!1JJ) KLMQM) KLNOPQ) ZNJJ) `SUM) YRSO) KLNQ)
PMOM[IKNSO7!

Some of the scribes and the Pharisees had bloodguilt, and they would be punished 
for this. Jesus said that “all these things” (including the punishment) would come 
upon this generation, and it came when Jerusalem was destroyed in the year 70 CE. 
If Jesus spoke these words in the year 33, the punishment came 37 years later. Would 
not this show that “the wicked and adulterous generation” was much shorter than 
200 years? 

The answer is No. I have stressed that the definition of a generation is “a large 
group of people whose lifespans overlap.” In the situation with “the wicked and 
adulterous generation” in the days of Jesus, there were tens of thousands of lifespans 
that overlapped each other. So, this generation could not have lasted 37 years. 
However, the point is that the judgment Jesus said would come within this generation 
occurred 37 years after he uttered his words, not at the end of “this generation.” 

It is true that a great part of the Jewish population was killed when Jerusalem was 
destroyed in 70 CE. But a great number of “this wicked and adulterous generation” 
were still living. So, this event would not shorten the length of this generation, which 
I have calculated to be at least 200 years. 
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I am now reaching the climax of the discussion of “the generation”; what Jesus 
meant by his words about “this generation” in Matthew chapter 24:34. I quote 
Matthew 24:32-36:!
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%#!QGR!%&'%! %&*/! 2)+)$'%*#+! V+"%",W!(*::! ;C! +#! -)'+/! 5'//! '('C! .+%*:! '::! %&)/)! %&*+2/!
#00.$7!"+$B)'6)+!'+3!)'$%&!(*::!5'//!'('C1 !;.%!-C!(#$3/!(*::!;C!+#!-)'+/!5'//!'('C7! "+$

B)'6)+!'+3!)'$%&!(*::!5'//!'('C1!;.%!-C!(#$3/!(*::!;C!+#!-)'+/!5'//!'('C 7!"*$IU#+0)$+*+2!
%&'%!3'C!'+3!&#.$1!+#;#3C!J+#(/1!+)*%&)$!%&)!'+2):/!#,!%&)!&)'6)+/!+#$!%&)!4#+1!;.%!#+:C!
%&)!"'%&)$7!

I will now analyze these words. 

!"#$(#4*&+!1)!'>#$,*1(+$*3$4)!!"#,$2")5!#1$9:  

One side of Matthew chapter 24 that greatly helps our understanding of Jesus’ 
words is the chapter’s demonstrative markers. The demonstrative adjective #<#.%/) 
(“this, that”) occurs ten times, and the demonstrative pronoun "/&,/) (“this, that”) 
occurs eight times. When a demonstrative word is used, we know that a noun has 
already been mentioned directly or indirectly. So, we must look at the context and 
find the antecedent of the demonstrative word, that is, what it refers back to. 

The antecedent can be lexical or thematic. When the antecedent is a noun 
previously mentioned, the situation is lexical; when the antecedent is the same idea 
but not the same word, the situation is thematic. 

Two antecedents: The antecedent of “$%!$#(#<#.%/)) slave” in 24:46 is “the faithful 
and discreet slave” in verse 45 (grammatical antecedent), and the antecedent of “$%'* 
("/&,/)) good news of the kingdom” in 24:14 is “the good news of the kingdom” that 
Jesus preached (thematic antecedent). Peter, John, Paul, and others preached about 
a kingdom that would come in the future, but Jesus preached that the kingdom is 
here, it is in your midst. And $%'* good news of the kingdom —the kingdom is here 
— should be preached as a part of the sign of the presence of Jesus. 

Two other antecedents: The antecedent of “all $%&*& ("/&,/)) things” in 24:2 is “the 
buildings of the temple” that are mentioned in verse 1 (thematic antecedent). The 
antecedent of “$%-*& (#<#.%/)) days” in 24:22 is “the great tribulation” in verse 21 
because the tribulation consists of days (thematic antecedent). 

!"#$'(#&!'3'2)!'*&$*3$6!"'+$0#&#1)!'*&7$4#&!'*&#($
'&$4)!!"#,$9:;<:  

Jesus said that “this ("/&,/)) generation (;#%#')” will by no means pass away. There 
is no lexical antecedent because the word ;#%#' is not previously used. So, the 
antecedent is thematic. The word ;#%#' refers to a large group of people whose 
lifespans overlap. This means that, while ;#%#' does not refer to time, a certain time 
is implied, because all the overlapping life spans are related to the time each one 
is living. 
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The antecedent of “this generation” is also a situation where time is implied. Verse 
33 has the clause “When .-1  see all these things,” and “this generation” must be 
related to the pronoun “.-1 ” — this generation to which .-1  belong, in which your 
life span overlaps other lifespans. 

There is also an implied beginning and end to “this generation,” namely “all these 
things” that the members of “this generation” (.-1 ) will see (verse 33) and that will 
occur while this generation exists (verse 34). The important question, therefore, is: 
What is the antecedent of “all these things”? This antecedent is not lexical but 
thematic. And the antecedent to “all these things” is all the events of the sign 
mentioned by Jesus that are listed in 24:4-22, the first event being the hearing of 
“wars and reports of wars” (verse 6), and the last event being the great tribulation 
(verse 21). So, “this generation” would exist throughout the entire time the 
composite sign occurred, and because of all the overlapping life spans, it had to start 
before the first event and end after the last event. 

To fully understand the generation we are now identifying, we must grasp the 
framework of Jesus’ great prophecy. The disciples asked about a sign that he had 
returned and was present, and they associated this with the future destruction of the 
temple. The events described by the sign would, on a smaller scale, occur during the 
first century CE, until the destruction of the temple in 70 CE. But the greater and 
final fulfillment would happen during the presence of Jesus. This is shown by the 
words in 24:21 that the great tribulation is greater than any previous event and any 
event that will come, and verse 30, that the sign of the Son of man will appear in 
heaven. These things did not happen in the first century CE. 

In chapter 3 of this book, I argued that the presence of Jesus and the time of the 
end began in the year 1914 CE. This matches the words of Matthew 24:6, 7 of wars 
because World War I began in 1914. As I have stressed, the word ;#%#' does not refer 
to a time period with a particular beginning and end. But because of all the 
overlapping life spans, it implies time. If the first event Jesus mentioned refers to 
World War I in 1914, “this generation” would have lasted from that year until the 
last event Jesus mentioned, the great tribulation. 

We cannot know the exact length of this generation. But according to Matthew 
24:33, Jesus said, “When you see ("/3'F) these things, you will know.” So, his 
followers will know when “this generation” would be. 

We can use the information in the Bible regarding what the Hebrew word *F3 and 
the Greek word ;#%#' refer to. The generation in the days of Moses was at least 140 
years long, the generation in the days of Joshua was at least 180 years long, and the 
generation in the days of Jesus was at least 200 years long. The Hebrew and Greek 
words meaning “generation” refer to a large group of people whose lifespans overlap, 
and the length of the generations that are specially mentioned in the Bible is between 
140 and 200 years. This means that the last event mentioned by Jesus, the great 
tribulation, would occur at the latest 140 to 200 years after the year 1914. 
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@::'+)2.3$('$("#$0#.3("$'/$("#$3#.#+-(2'.,$<#.(2'.#)$2.$("#$Y2;0#4$D("2,$
3#.#+-(2'.E$2.$b-(("#*$GJIQJ$:-.$;#$;#(*##.$HJ_$-.)$G__$5#-+,8 

There is another important statement in Matthew 24:36 where we must find the 
antecedent: 

"* !I U#+0)$+*+2!%&'%!V"$"#%*-W!3'C!'+3!&#.$!+#;#3C!J+#(/1!+)*%&)$!%&)!'+2):/!#,!%&)!&)'6)+/!
+#$!%&)!4#+1!;.%!#+:C!%&)!"'%&)$7!

The Greek words for “day and hour” have not been mentioned previously. Thus, 
the antecedent must be thematic. Verse 33 contains the words “he (the Son of Man) 
is near at the doors,” and verse 30 refers to his coming (#3<"/4'.)— that “they will 
see the Son of Man coming (#3<"/4'.) on the clouds of heaven.” This “coming” must 
be the antecedent to “that day and hour.” Verses 37–42 support this with the 
illustration of the flood. 

Verse 37 begins with the conjunction “for” (;'3), linking what follows to the 
statement that “that day and hour nobody knows.” The presence (5'3/&).') of the 
Son of Man is compared to the days before the flood, when people were unaware of 
the impending catastrophe, while the coming (#3<"/4'.) of the Son of Man is likened 
to the arrival of the flood, which “swept them all away.” 

The purpose of the parable of the Flood is evident in verse 42: 
$"+f))5!#+!%&)!('%0&1!%&)$),#$)1!;)0'./)!QGR!3#!+#%!J+#(!#+!(&'%!3'C!QGR^!]#$3!*/!
0#-*+2!V"5$(*',#W7  

The words in verse 42 show that “that day and hour” mentioned in verse 36 
refers to the time of the Son of Man’s coming (#3<"/4'.) as the judge during the 
great tribulation. 

Based on how “generation” (Hebrew: *F3; Greek: ;#%#') is used in the Hebrew 
Scriptures and in the Christian Greek Scriptures, Jesus’ words regarding “this 
generation” indicate that the great tribulation would occur within a timeframe with 
the maximum of 200 years from the year 1914. However, the day and the hour of 
the great tribulation are known only to Jehovah God. 

30+'8+)+%$3*/)'30$3'6*,,')/3'.$!!'$6$&' !

When we read the Word of God, it is important that we read the text carefully and 
do our utmost to understand the details. 

!"#$1#3#1#&2#$*3$!"#$51*&*%&$6/*%7$  

I start by again quoting Matthew 24:32-37: 

"' !I M#(!:)'$+!,$#-!%&)!,*2!%$))!'/!'+!*::./%$'%*#+!%&*/!5#*+%H!<./%!'/!/##+!'/!*%/!C#.+2!;$'+0&!
2$#(/! %)+3)$! '+3! *%! 5.%/! ,#$%&! :)'6)/1!QGR!J+#(! %&'%! /.--)$! */! +)'$7$""$ ]*J)(*/)!
':/# !,)1 1!ZLMO)0%' )QMM)V(*5,*W!IJJ)KLMQM)KLNOPQV)cOSZ)KLIK)LM)NQ)OMI[)IK)KLM)TSS[Q7$"!$

X$.:C!@!/'C!%#!QGR!%&'%!%&*/!2)+)$'%*#+!(*::!;C!+#!-)'+/!5'//!'('C!.+%*:!'::!%&)/)!%&*+2/!
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#00.$7!"+$B)'6)+!'+3!)'$%&!(*::!5'//!'('C1 !;.%!-C!(#$3/!(*::!;C!+#!-)'+/!5'//!'('C7! "*$

IU#+0)$+*+2!%&'%!3'C!'+3!&#.$!+#;#3C!J+#(/1!+)*%&)$!%&)!'+2):/!#,!%&)!&)'6)+/!+#$!%&)!
4#+1!;.%!#+:C!%&)!"'%&)$7!

To whom does the pronoun “.-1 ” (plural) refer? 

7'4*$"., it refers to the disciples who asked the questions, persons who were 
followers of Jesus, who had not been baptized and anointed with holy spirit. 

9&3-(5"., the pronoun refers to all the anointed followers of Jesus who lived in 
the first century CE before the destruction of Jerusalem. 

Q%'45"., it refers to followers of Jesus who live during his presence and the 
conclusion of the system of things. These are primarily persons who look forward to 
living in the earthly paradise and, secondly, the few anointed followers of Jesus who 
live during this time.  

!"#$!'4#$-'4'!$.)+#($*&$!"#$C%.'-##$2"1*&*-*0/ $

In chapter 9, I will discuss the Jubilee chronology; to stress my point, at this point, 
I am anticipating this chronology.  

I have shown that because a generation represents the overlapping of life spans of 
all who live at a certain time, and because of this, generations in the past could be 
200 years or more. The first part of the sign mentioned by Jesus that was connected 
with the generation that “will by no means pass away” before the great tribulation 
comes, was World War I, which started in 1914. 

Does this suggest that “this generation” can span as much as 200 years from 1914? 
The answer is No! The chronology of the antitypical Jubilee limits this generation. I 
demonstrate that the thousand-year reign of Jesus Christ is the antitypical sabbath, 
which is the seventh period of Jehovah’s 7,000-year-long day of rest.  

On the sixth day, Jehovah created Adam, and later he created Eve. According to 
the Jubilee chronology, the thousand-year reign of Jesus will begin 6,000 years after 
Jehovah made his last creation, which was Eve. We know that in the year 1975, 6,000 
years had elapsed since the creation of Adam. However, since we do not know how 
much time elapsed between the creation of Adam and Eve, we cannot determine the 
day and hour when Jesus will come as the judge during the great tribulation. 
(Matthew 24:36) 

But what do we know? There is a limit on the time that elapsed between Adam 
and Eve, as we see in Genesis 4:25 (above) and 5:3 (below): 

h`!?+3!?3'-!5$#0))3)3!%#!&'6)!*+%)$0#.$/)!'2'*+!(*%&!&*/!(*,)!'+3!/#!/&)!2'6)!;*$%&!%#!
'!/#+!'+3!0'::)3!&*/!+'-) !4)%&1!;)0'./)1!'/!/&)!/'*3H!I>#3!&'/!'55#*+%)3!'+#%&)$!/))3!*+!
5:'0)!#,!?;):1!;)0'./)!U'*+!J*::)3!&*-7D!

i!?+3!?3'-!:*6)3!#+!,#$!'!&.+3$)3!'+3!%&*$%C!C)'$/7!X&)+!&)!;)0'-)!,'%&)$!%#!'!/#+!*+!
&*/!:*J)+)//1!*+!&*/!*-'2)1!'+3!0'::)3!&*/!+'-)!4)%&7!
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Because Set was born when Adam was 130 years old, Eve was created less than 
130 years after Adam’s creation. This means the thousand-year reign of Jesus will 
begin less than 130 years after 1975. This can be further limited. Today marks 51 
years since 1975. Because the thousand-year reign has not begun, we know that at 
least 51 years passed between the creation of Adam and Eve. This opens a window 
of 79 years (to the birth of Set) during which Eve was created. 

What happened after Eve’s creation and before the birth of Set? Cain and Abel 
were born, and they grew up.  Abel became a herder of sheep, while Cain became a 
cultivator of the ground. Then Cain killed Abel. The time for this to happen must be 
subtracted from the 79 years mentioned to determine when Eve was created. 

The conclusion is that the year 1975 is the last certain point we know of in the 
stream of time — 6,000 years after Adam’s creation. Because of this, we know that 
great tribulation and the Jubilee sabbath, which is the thousand-year reign of Jesus 
Christ, will begin in much less than 79 years. And this means that the generation 
“that by no means will pass away” before the great tribulation comes and the 
beginning of the Jubilee begins, also ends in much less than 79 years from the 
present. 

S#$6.'*$("-($("#$02<2($'/$D("2,$3#.#+-(2'.E$2,$HQ_$5#-+,$/+'<$("#$5#-+$
H[XR$'+$X[$5#-+,$/+'<$("#$7+#,#.($(2<#8$$

Y#:-&,#$ '/$ ("#$ :"+'.'0'32:-0$2./'+<-(2'.$2.$ ("#$a'05$d:+27(&+#,4$*#$
6.'*$ *#$ :-.$ #A7#:($ ("#$ ;#32..2.3$ '/$ ("#$ -.(2(572:-0$ 1&;20##4$ ("#$
("'&,-.) m5#-+$+#23.$'/$1#,&,$`"+2,(4$2.$<&:"$0#,,$("-.$X[$5#-+,$/+'<$
("#$7+#,#.(8$

=-%"B%*&"*1&%".!-&3,$$&2"++&"3"0> &

It is very important that we carefully analyze Jesus’ words to avoid 
misunderstanding. 

30+' $..$%+)3 '1/)3%$(*13*/) '

I will now discuss the problem connected with the words of Jesus regarding 
heaven and earth. I quote Matthew 24:35 (above) and Matthew 5:18 (below) 

"+!,MI\MO)IOT)MI[KL)ZNJJ)RIQQ)IZIX!V),5"5$(*',#@0:1.15"0'#!!/"0#%!#?,.#]"W1!;.%!-C!(#$3/!(*::!
;C!+#!-)'+/!5'//!'('C7   
&%$X$.:C!@!/'C!%#!C#.!KLIK)QSSOM[)ZSYJT)LMI\MO)IOT)MI[KL)RIQQ)IZIX)V),5"5$(*',#@0,*5#-.0
,?.#]"0-1D_1%?.#]"W1!KLIO!,#$!#+)!/-'::)/%!:)%%)$!#$!#+)!/%$#J)!#,!'!:)%%)$!%#!5'//!'('C!,$#-!
%&)!]'(!.+%*:!'::!%&*+2/!%'J)!5:'0)7!!

Jesus uses emphatic language in both passages. His point in both sayings is that 
God’s words, whether the law of Moses or the prophecies of Jesus, will never pass 
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away; they will always be fulfilled. As a guarantee for this, he says in one place that 
heaven and earth will never pass away, and in the other place, that heaven and earth 
will pass away. 

This apparent contradiction is also seen in the gospel of Luke, and I quote Luke 
21:33 (above) and Luke 16:17 (below):  

"" $,MI\MO)IOT)MI[KL)ZNJJ)RIQQ)IZIX!V),5"5$(*',#@0:1.15"0'#!!/"0#%!#?,.#]"W1!;.%!-C!(#$3/!(*::!
;C!+#!-)'+/!5'//!'('C7 !!
"#!@+3))31!NK) NQ) MIQNM[) WS[) LMI\MO) IOT) MI[KL) KS) RIQQ) IZIX! V),5"5$(*',#@0 ,*5#-.0 ,?.#]"0
#%:#%#.#]"W1!KLIO!,#$!#+)!/%$#J)!#,!'!:)%%)$!#,!%&)!]'(!%#!2#!.+,.:,*::)37!!

It is not logical that Jesus would contradict himself; therefore, we must seek a 
solution to this apparent contradiction. 

In his illustrations, Jesus often used figurative language. But the contrast between 
the word of God, which never will pass away but always will come true and heaven 
and earth, requires that his words refer to the literal heavens and the literal earth. 

The same verb, 5'3#3<"/4'., is used in all four passages, and it means “to pass by, 
pass away” (Accordance Lexicon); “be removed” (Mounce). 

The key to the solution is the difference between the indicative mood, which 
expresses real facts and certainty, and the subjunctive mood, which expresses wishes, 
doubts, and hypothetical or unreal situations. 

8%++<'8%$##$%'./*)3!'3/'$'!/,"3*/) ''

The Greek aorist form often refers to the past, but it can also refer to the present 
and future. It has an indicative form, which expresses facts and certainty, and a 
subjunctive form, which expresses hypothetical and unreal situations. Languages 
always evolve, and new forms are created. Many grammarians believe that the Greek 
future has developed from the aorist subjunctive. In any case, the nuances of aorist 
subjunctive are close to the nuances of future. 

A.T. Robertson says regarding Greek future: 

!67%/ABCF%&;?7H<%AK%<67%-><>:77!

X&)!,.%.$)!*+3*0'%*6)!*/!+#%!-)$):C!'!%)+/)!*+!%&)!%$.)!/)+/)!#,!%&'%!%)$-1!)K5$)//*+2!%&)!/%'%)!
#,!%&)!'0%*#+7!@%!*/!':-#/%!'!-#3)!#+!'!5'$!(*%&!%&)!/.;Y.+0%*6)!'+3!*-5)$'%*6)ZX&)!-#3':!
'/5)0%!#,!%&)!,. %7!*+37!E,.%.$)!*+3*0'%*6)F!*/!/))+!*+!*%/!)K5$)//*#+!#,!F#//!'+3!:""/#%+7!]*J)!%&)!
/.;Y7! E/.;Y.+0%*6)F! %&)! ,.%7! *+37! -'C! ;)! -)$):C!:1.15#-.#?1!]*/#.#*%,/1! #$!!"/#D"5,.#]"7! V'.%&#$A/!
*%':*0/W7!! !

Robertson says that Greek future does not only express factual situations. But it 
can also express wishes, hypothetical and unreal situations. No grammarian will 
dispute that. I will give some examples from Matthew and Luke. Greek future does 
not have a special form for subjunctive, only indicative, and as Robertson wrote, 

 
cc7!?7X7!^#;)$%/#+7!=0O5,'',50*:0.("0O5""$0Y"F0E"-.,'"%.0#%0.("0A#+(.0*:0B#-.*5#?,/0J"-",5?(0

VbmicW1!5'2)!gjh7!
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aorist subjunctive has in many instances the same meaning as future indicative. We 
see this in Luke 11:5 (above) and Matthew 21:3 (below): 

+!".$%&)$1!&)!/'*3!%#!%&)-H!IP&#!#,!QGR!(*::!&'6)!V,.%7!'0%7!*+3*07W!'!,$*)+3!'+3!(*::!2#!
V,.%7!-*37!*+3*07W!!%#!&*-!'%!-*3+*2&%!'+3!/'C!%#!&*-!V'#$7!' 0%7!/.;Y7W1!="$*)+31!:#'+!-)!%&$))!
:#'6)/ 7!!
"$?+3!*,!/#-)#+)!/'C/!V'#$*/%!'0%7!/.;Y7W!'+C%&*+2!%#!QGR1!QGR!-./%!/'C!V,.%7!'0%7!*+3W!1!
=X&)!]#$3!+))3/!%&)-7A!?%!%&'%!&)!(*::!*--)3*'%):C!/)+3!V,.%7!'0%7!*+3*07W!%&)-!,#$%&7D!

In both passages, aorist active subjunctives are used in parallel with future active 
indicatives. We should also note that the use of none of the verbs describe facts and 
certainty, but they describe hypothetical or possible situations. 

I list three more examples of future indicatives that are hypothetical: Matthew 
18:21 (above), Matthew 11:16 (middle), and Luke 11:18 (below): 

'&$!X&)+!d)%)$!0'-)!.5!'+3!/'*3!%#!&*-H!I]#$31!&#(!-'+C!%*-)/!*/!-C!;$#%&)$!%#!/*+!V,.%7!
'0%7!*+3*07W!'2'*+/%!-)!'+3!'-!@!%#!,#$2*6)!V,.%7!'0%7!*+3*07W!&*-O!R5!%#!/)6)+!%*-)/OD!!
&*$IP*%&!(&#-!/&'::!@!0#-5'$)!V,.%7!'0%7!*+3*07W!%&*/!2)+)$'%*#+O!!
&%$4#!*,!4'%'+!*/!':/#!3*6*3)3!V'#$*/%!*+3*07!5'// 7W!'2'*+/%!&*-/):,1!&#(!(*::!&*/!J*+23#-!/%'+3!
V,.%7!'0%7!*+3*07W 

When we speak about the future, we speak about things that have not happened. 
Therefore, it is logical that the Greek future indicative often describes hypothetical 
situations, as we see in the five passages quoted above. 

0+$9+)'$)('+$%30'$%+'.+%*!0$2,+' '

I start with quoting Matthew 24:35 one time more: 
"+!,MI\MO)IOT)MI[KL)ZNJJ)RIQQ)IZIX!V),5"5$(*',#W1!;.%!-C!(#$3/!(*::!;C!+#!-)'+/!5'//!
'('C7   

The verb form that Matthew and Luke used is future middle indicative, and our 
interest is to understand the application of this verb form in the light of the use of 
this verb form that is discussed above.  

There is one text in The Hebrew Scriptures that is quoted in The Christian Greek 
Scriptures that can help us, namely, Hebrews 1:10-12: 

&)$?+3H!IQ#.!'%!E%&)F!;)2*++*+21!G!]#$31!:'*3!%&)!,#.+3'%*#+/!#,!%&)!)'$%&!*%/):,1!'+3!%&)!
&)'6)+/!'$)!E%&)F!(#$J/!#,!C#.$!&'+3/7$&&!X&)C!%&)-/):6)/!(*::!5)$*/&!V,)*//&' #@0,.%7!-*3!
*+3\W1!;.%!C#.!C#.$/):,!'$)!%#!$)-'*+!0#+%*+.'::CN!'+3!Y./%!:*J)!'+!#.%)$!2'$-)+%!%&)C!(*::!
'::!2$#(!#:3!V,.%7!5'//7!*+37W1!&'!'+3!C#.!(*::!($'5!%&)-!.5!V,.%7!'0%7!*+37W!Y./%!'/!'!0:#'J1!'/!
'+!#.%)$!2'$-)+%N!'+3!%&)C!(*::!;)!0&'+2)3!V,.%7!5'/7!*+37W1!;.%!C#.!'$)!%&)!/'-)1!'+3!C#.$!
C)'$/!(*::!+)6)$!$.+!#.%7D 

In verse 11, the verb '5/--84. has the meaning “destroy, ruin, lose” (Gramcord 
Lexicon). So, the verse speaks about the destruction of the earth and the heavens. 
The verb is future middle indicative, so the action is similar to the actions of the 
verbs in the five examples that are quoted above. We can learn what this means by 
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studying verses in two Psalms that discuss God’s eternality in contrast with the 
perishable heaven and earth. First, I quote Psalm 148:1-6: 

&$d$'*/)!<'&1!QGR!5)#5:)\!d$'*/)!<)&#6'&!,$#-!%&)!&)'6)+/1!d$'*/)!&*-!*+!%&)!&)*2&%/7!'$

d$'*/)!&*-1!'::!QGR!&*/!'+2):/7!d$'*/)!&*-1!'::!QGR!&*/!'$-C7!"$d$'*/)!&*-1!QGR!/.+!'+3!
-##+7! d$'*/)! &*-1! '::!QGR!/%'$/! #,! :*2&%7! !$d$'*/)! &*-1!QGR!&)'6)+/! #,! %&)! &)'6)+/1!
?+3!QGR!('%)$/!%&'%!'$)!';#6)!%&)!&)'6)+/7!+$])%!%&)-!5$'*/)!%&)!+'-)!#,!<)&#6'&N!"#$!
&)!&*-/):,!0#--'+3)31!'+3!%&)C!()$)!0$)'%)37!*$?+3!&)!J))5/!%&)-!/%'+3*+2!,#$)6)$1!%#!
%*-)!*+3),*+*%)7!?!$)2.:'%*#+!&)!&'/!2*6)+1!'+3!*%!(*::!+#%!5'//!'('C7!!

The heavens are mentioned several times in Psalm 148:1-4, and I will translate 
verses 5 and 6 and analyze them: 

+$@%!('/!&)!(&#!-'3)!%&)!0#--'+3!'+3!0$)'%)37!!
*?+3!&)!0'./)/!%&)-!%#!/%'+3!V62',! W!,#$)6)$!'+3!)6)$7!B)!&'/!-'3)!'!3)0$))1!'+3!*%!(*::!
+#%!5'//!'('C7!

The subject is the heavens, including the stars, and the predicate is the verb HJ4'* 
(“to stand”). The adverbial is “forever and ever.” The Hebrew noun HF-J4 is in many 
Bible translations incorrectly rendered as “forever.” Its meaning is “a time whose 
end is not known,” which means that the reference may or may not be forever. 
However, in verse 6, the noun H'*, which also means “a time whose end is not 
known,” follows HF-J4. This suggests emphasis, and I render the two words as 
“forever and ever.” 

The Hebrew form of the verb HJ4'* in 148:6 is imperfect hifil, and this is very 
important for the meaning. The hifil stem is causative, and it means that one person 
causes another person to do something, or causes an action to be performed or a 
state to continue. The verb HJ4'* is a state, and there is no action. Hebrew imperfect 
often indicates durative or continuous action, or that a state continues to stand. 

Thus, the point in the six verses in Psalm 148 is that God created the heavens with 
the stars, which are not intrinsically eternal. But God causes the heavens and the stars 
to remain forever. A good example is the Sun, which constantly loses mass and, after 
a long time, will be extinguished. The matter of the Sun that is burning up is not 
eternal. When verse 6 says that the heavens, including the Sun, are eternal, it means 
that God, at one point in time, must supply energy to the Sun, like a man who 
supplies more firewood to an oven whose firewood is on the point of burning up. 

I will now discuss Psalm 102:24-27, which are the verses quoted in Hebrews 1:10-
12: 

'!$@!5$#0))3)3!%#!/'CH!IG!-C!>#31!L#!+#%!%'J)!-)!#,,!'%!%&)!&':,!#,!-C!3'C/N!Q#.$!C)'$/!
'$)!%&$#.2&#.%!'::!2)+)$'%*#+/7!'+$]#+2!'2#!C#.!:'*3!%&)!,#.+3'%*#+/!#,!%&)!)'$%&!*%/):,1!?+3!
%&)!&)'6)+/! '$)!%&)!(#$J!#,!C#.$!&'+3/7!'*$X&)C!%&)-/):6)/!(*::!5)$*/&!VB);$)(H!N2D,!1!
>$))JH!,)*//&'#W!;.%!C#.!C#.$/):,!(*::!J))5!/%'+3*+2!VB);$)(N!62',! 1!>$))JH!!#,'"%'4W7!?+3!
Y./%!:*J)!'!2'$-)+%!%&)C!(*::!'::!#,!%&)-!()'$!#.%7!<./%!:*J)!0:#%&*+2!C#.!(*::!$)5:'0)!%&)-1!
'+3!%&)C!(*::! ,*+*/&!%&)*$!%.$+7'#$8.%!C#.! '$)!%&)! /'-)1!'+3!C#.$!#(+!C)'$/! (*::!+#%! ;)!
0#-5:)%)37!!
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The Hebrew verb HJ+'*  and the Greek verb '5/--&4. have the same meaning: “to 
destroy, ruin, lose.” This means that the verbs do not necessarily describe full 
annihilation, but losing something is also possible. The Greek verb '5/--84. in the 
Septuagint is future middle indicative, which I have shown can have a modal 
(subjunctive) meaning and refer to hypothetical and possible situations. The same is 
true with the Hebrew imperfective verb HJ4'*. So, neither the Greek verb nor the 
Hebrew verb may describe facts and certainty, but both verbs may describe a 
hypothetical and possible situation. 

To understand what the verbs really describe, I will compare Psalm 148:6 (above) 
with Psalm 102:26, 27 (below): 

*?+3!&)!0'./)/!%&)-!%#!/%'+3!V62',! W!,#$)6)$!'+3!)6)$7!B)!&'/!-'3)!'!3)0$))1!'+3!*%!(*::!
+#%!5'//!'('C7!V-C!%$'+/:'%*#+W!
'*$X&)C!%&)-/):6)/!(*::!5)$*/&!VB);$)(H!N2D,!1!>$))JH!,)*//&'#W!;.%!C#.!C#.$/):,!(*::!J))5!
/%'+3*+2!VB);$)(N!62',! 1!>$))JH!!#,'"%'4W!?+3!Y./%!:*J)!'!2'$-)+%!%&)C!(*::!'::!#,!%&)-!
()'$!#.%7!<./%!:*J)!0:#%&*+2!C#.!(*::!$)5:'0)!%&)-1!'+3!%&)C!(*::!,*+*/&!%&)*$!%.$+7'#$8.%!C#.!
'$)!%&)!/'-)1!'+3!C#.$!#(+!C)'$/!(*::!+#%!;)!0#-5:)%)37!VMPXgcW!

Psalm 148:6 consists of two parallelisms, which say the same with different words: 
The heavens with their stars will always continue to exist. 

Psalm 102:26 seems to say the very opposite: “They themselves will perish.” 
However, what the assertion means is seen in what follows: “just like a garment all 
of them wear out” and “just like clothing you will replace them.” The writer does not 
imply that a sudden catastrophe will destroy heaven and earth. But the point is that 
heaven and earth, which are created by God, are perishable, but he himself stands 
forever.$% 

A word can have different meanings and different references. The basic meaning 
and reference are normally used in a translation, but a rare meaning can be used when 
the context requires it. In view of the fact that Psalm 148:6 says that the heavens with 
its stars will never be destroyed, and Psalm 102:26 shows that the meaning of the 
Hebrew word HJ+'* in this context is that heaven and earth will decay, but will not 
suddenly be destroyed, I translate the first part of Psalm 102:26 as: 

'* !X&)C!%&)-/):6)/!ZNJJ)TM`IX!V62D,!W1!;.%!C#.!C#.$/):,!0#+%*+.)!%#!/%'+37!

In view of the fact that the Hebrew imperfect can express modality just as Greek 
future indicative, an alternative translation, which is linguistically possible is the 
following: 

'* !X&)C!%&)-/):6)/!̀IO)TM`IX!V62D,!W1!;.%!C#.!C#.$/):,!0#+%*+.)!%#!/%'+37!

 
c`7!X&)!/)0#+3!:'(!#,!%&)$-#3C+'-*0/!/%'%)/!%&'%!I%&)!%#%':!)+%$#5C!V3*/#$3)$W!#,!'+!*/#:'%)3!

/C/%)-!-./%!':('C/!*+0$)'/)!#$!$)-'*+!0#+/%'+%!#6)$!%*-)7D!d#5.:'$:C!)K5$)//)3H!]),%!%#!*%/):,1!
'+C!-'%%)$!(*::!)6)+%.'::C!3)0'C!'+3!,'::!'5'$%!V#$!;)!$.*+)3W7!d/':-!bahHhn!)K5$)//)/!%&*/!
5$*+0*5:)7!
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I use the rendering “will decay” or “can decay” in contrast with NWT84, which 
has the rendering “will perish.” 

!"#$7'2.($2.$=,-0<$H_GIGRmGX$2,$("-($("#$"#->#.,$-.)$("#$#-+("$("-($
1#"'>-"$"-,$:+#-(#)$-+#$7#+2,"-;0#4$;&($1#"'>-"$"2<,#0/4$2.$:'.(+-,($('$
("2,4$2,$#(#+.-08$

Let us now turn to Hebrews 1:10-12, where Psalm 102:25-27 is quoted. 

 &)$?+3H!IQ#.!'%!E%&)F!;)2*++*+21!G!]#$31!:'*3!%&)!,#.+3'%*#+/!#,!%&)!)'$%&!*%/):,1!'+3!%&)!
&)'6)+/!'$)!E%&)F!(#$J/!#,!C#.$!&'+3/7$&&!X&)C!%&)-/):6)/!(*::!5)$*/&!V,)*//&' #@0,.%7!-*3!
*+3\W1!;.%!C#.!C#.$/):,!'$)!%#!$)-'*+!0#+%*+.'::CN!'+3!Y./%!:*J)!'+!#.%)$!2'$-)+%!%&)C!(*::!
'::!2$#(!#:3!V,.%7!5'//7!*+37W1!&'!'+3!C#.!(*::!($'5!%&)-!.5!V,.%7!'0%7!*+37W!Y./%!'/!'!0:#'J1!'/!
'+!#.%)$!2'$-)+%N!'+3!%&)C!(*::!;)!0&'+2)3!V,.%7!5'/7!*+37W1!;.%!C#.!'$)!%&)!/'-)1!'+3!C#.$!
C)'$/!(*::!+)6)$!$.+!#.%7D!

These words include exactly the same ideas as Psalm 102:25-27. The Greek word 
'5/--84. (“perish”) corresponds to the Hebrew word HJ+'* (“perish”). In context, 
'5/--84. means that the earth and the heavens will grow old (“they will wear out,” 
Psalm 102:26) and be wrapped up and changed (“they will be replaced,” Psalm 
102:26). 

What is described is not a sudden destruction of earth and heaven, but rather the 
decay of earth and heaven. 

As mentioned, a word can have different meanings and different references. The 
basic meaning and reference are normally used in translation, but a rare meaning can 
be used when the context requires it. The basic meaning of '5/--84. is “perish, 
destroy, kill.” But the noun can also have the meaning of losing something, which 
means that the thing is not necessarily destroyed. But '5/--84. can also have the rare 
meaning of “waste,” as we see in Mark 14:3-5: 

"$?+3!(&*:)!&)!('/!'%!8)%&́'e+C!*+!%&)!&#./)!#,!4*-#+!%&)!:)5)$1!'/!&)!('/!$)0:*+*+2!'%!%&)!
-)':1!'!(#-'+!0'-)!(*%&!'+!':';'/%)$!0'/)!#,!5)$,.-)3!#*:1!2)+.*+)!+'$31!6)$C!)K5)+/*6)7!
8$)'J*+2!#5)+!%&)!':';'/%)$!0'/)!/&)!;)2'+!%#!5#.$!*%!.5#+!&*/!&)'37$!$?%!%&*/!%&)$)!()$)!
/#-)! )K5$)//*+2! *+3*2+'%*#+! '-#+2!%&)-/):6)/H! IP&C!&'/!KLNQ)ZIQKM!V,)*//&'#W!#,!%&)!
5)$,.-)3!#*:!%'J)+!5:'0)O$+$"#$!%&*/!5)$,.-)3!#*:!0#.:3!&'6)!;))+!/#:3!,#$!.5('$3!#,!%&$))!
&.+3$)3!3)e+'$́*e*!'+3!;))+!2*6)+!%#!%&)!5##$\D!?+3!%&)C!()$)!,)):*+2!2$)'%!3*/5:)'/.$)!'%!
&)$7 

The perfumed oil was not destroyed. But it had decayed by being poured upon 
the head of Jesus. This was called '5/--84. and it was translated in NWT84 and many 
other translations as “a waste.” The point is that, when the context requires it, a rare 
meaning of a word can be linguistically defended. 

On the basis of the definition of the word '5/--84. in Hebrews 1:10-12, not as 
destruction but as decay, I offer the following translation to the first part of Hebrews 
1:11: 

&&! X&)C! %&)-/):6)/!ZNJJ) TM`IX! V,)*//&' #@0,.%7! -*3! *+3\W1!;.%! C#.! C#.$/):,!(*::! $)-'*+!
0#+%*+.'::C7 
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In view of what I have previously demonstrated, the future active indicative and 
the future middle indicative can have the modal meaning of uncertainty or possibility. 
I offer the following alternative rendering: 

&&$X&)C! %&)-/):6)/!̀IO) RM[NQL! V,)*//&' #@0,.%7! -*3! *+3\W1!;.%! C#.! C#.$/):,!(*::! $)-'*+!
0#+%*+.'::C7 

I use the rendering “will decay” or “can perish” in contrast with NWT84, which 
has the rendering “will perish.” 

The point in both translation suggestions is that the Greek text does not say that 
earth and heaven will be destroyed and reduced to nothing, but rather that they are 
perishable. And the real point of Hebrews 1:10-12, as well as Psalm 102:25-27, is that 
Jehovah God is eternal in contrast to what he has created, which is perishable. 

The discussion of Psalm 148:1-6, Psalm 102: 25-27, and Hebrews 1:10-12 was a 
digression and a background for understanding the principal verse of our discussion, 
namely, Matthew 24:35: 

"+!B)'6)+!'+3!)'$%&!(*::!5'//!'('C! V),5"5$(*',#@0:1.15"0'#!!/"0#%!#?,.#]"W1!;.%!-C!(#$3/!(*::!
;C!+#!-)'+/!5'//!'('C7   

The Greek word 5'3#3<"/4'. means “to pass beside, pass along, pass by, to pass, 
elapse, as time, to pass away, be removed,” (Mounce) “to go out of existence.” (Louw 
and Nida). Because Jesus applies 5'3#3<"/4'. to his word, the meaning must be that 
his word will not “go out of existence”; his word will always be fulfilled. This must 
also be the meaning of 5'3#3<"/4'. as the predicate of heaven and earth. I have shown 
that, according to The Hebrew Scriptures, heaven and earth are eternal and will never 
cease to exist. 

Because of this, it will mislead the readers to make a translation that contradicts 
these sayings. The verb is in the future middle indicative, and I have demonstrated 
with examples that this verb form can convey a modal meaning of uncertainty and 
possibility. Therefore, I suggest the following translation: 

"+!B)'6)+!'+3!)'$%&!̀IO)RIQQ)IZIX!V),5"5$(*',#@0:1.15"0'#!!/"0#%!#?,.#]"W1!;.%!-C!(#$3/!(*::!
;C!+#!-)'+/!5'//!'('C7   

I use the rendering “3!(  D?EE$?F?G” in contrast with NWT84, which has the 
rendering “+'""#/!**#!+!. .” 

In all the examples that include heaven and earth, the focus is not on the destiny 
of heaven and earth. But the heaven and earth are used as examples or contrasts. 
Psalm 102:25, 26, and Hebrews 1:10:11 point out that heaven and earth are 
perishable and undergo decay. But Psalm 148:6 shows that God will provide them 
with energy, so they will stand eternally.  

According to Matthew 24:35 and Luke 21:33, Jesus used the perishability of 
heaven and earth as a contrast to his words, which will never perish but will always 
be fulfilled.   
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According to Psalm 102:25-27 and Hebrews 1:10-12, the writers used the 
perishability of heaven and earth as a contrast to the eternality of Jesus Christ and 
Jehovah God. 

According to Matthew 5:18 and Luke 16:17, Jesus used the eternality of heaven 
and earth to illustrate that the law of God will never go unfulfilled. Jesus’ words are 
formed as an oath in support of the fulfillment of the law. 

Table 8:1 lists the different passages. The words that I have translated are seen in 
blue capital letters. 

Q0D86%&R('&L%"4%-&"-.&%"6/3&8,%.&",&71-/6",/, &&

9'%%&)(!
`Hbg!

&%$X$.:C!@!/'C!%#!C#.!%&'%!/##+)$!(#.:3!&)'6)+!'+3!)'$%&!5'//!'('C)V),5"5$(*',#@0
,*5#-.0,?.#]"0-1D_1%?.#]"W1!%&'+!,#$!#+)!/-'::)/%!:)%%)$!#$!#+)!/%$#J)!#,!'!:)%%)$!%#!5'//!
'('C!,$#-!%&)!]'(!.+%*:!'::!%&*+2/!%'J)!5:'0)7!!

! !"#% #!#'.&5*!,% )-% "#&4#.% &.2% #&'!"% *$% 1$#2% &$% &.%
#b&/(5#% !)%$")3%!"&!%!"#%5&3%)-%Q)2%3*5 5%&53&,$%O#%
-15-*55#2= !

9'%%&)(!
hcHi !̀

"+$B)'6)+!'+3!)'$%&!+&. !5'//!'('C! V),5"5$(*',#@0:1.15"0'#!!/"0#%!#?,.#]"W1!;.%!-C!
(#$3/!(*::!;C!+#!-)'+/!5'//!'('C7   

! !"#% (#'*$"&O*5*!, %)-% "#&4#.% &.2% #&'!"% *$% 1$#2% &$% &%
+).!'&$!%!) %!"#% 3)'2$%)-%0#$1$%!"&!%3*55 %&53&,$%O#%
-15-*55#2= !

].J)!bnHbj! "#!@+3))31!*%!*/!)'/*)$!,#$!&)'6)+!'+3!)'$%&!%#!5'//!'('C!V),5"5$(*',#@0,*5#-.0,?.#]"0
#%:#%#.#]"W1!%&'+!,#$!#+)!/%$#J)!#,!'!:)%%)$!#,!%&)!]'(!%#!2#!.+,.:,*::)37!!

! !"#%#!#'.&5*!,%)-%"#&4#.%&.2%#&'!"%*$%1$#2%!)%$")3%
!"&!%!"#%5&3%)-%Q)2%3*55%&53&,$%O#%-15-*55#2= !

].J)!hbHii ! "" $B)'6)+!'+3!)'$%&!+&. !5'//!'('C! V),5"5$(*',#@0:1.15"0'#!!/"0#%!#?,.#]"W1!;.%!-C!
(#$3/!(*::!;C!+#!-)'+/!5'//!'('C7 !!

! !"#% (#'*$"&O*5*!, %)-% "#&4#.% &.2% #&'!"% *$% 1$#2% &$% &%
+).!'&$!%!) %!"#% 3)'2$%)-%0#$1$%!"&!%3*55 %&53&,$%O#%
-15-*55#2= !

d/':-! bahH!
h`Shj !

'+$]#+2!'2#!C#.!:'*3!%&)!,#.+3'%*#+/!#,!%&)!)'$%&!*%/):,1!?+3!%&)!&)'6)+/!'$)!%&)!
(#$J!#,!C#.$!&'+3/7!'*$X&)C!%&)-/):6)/!+&. !2#+&, !VB);$)(H!N2D,!1!>$))JH!
,)*//&'#W!;.%!C#.!C#.$/):,!(*::!J))5!/%'+3*+2!VB);$)(N!62',! 1!>$))JH!!#,'"%'4W7!
?+3!Y./%!:*J)!'!2'$-)+%!%&)C!(*::!'::!#,!%&)-!()'$!#.%7!<./%!:*J)!0:#%&*+2!C#.!(*::!
$)5:'0)!%&)-1!'+3!%&)C!(*::!,*+*/&!%&)*$!%.$+7!' #$8.%!C#.! '$)!%&)!/'-)1!'+3!C#.$!
#(+!C)'$/!(*::!+#%!;)!0#-5:)%)37!!

! !"#% (#'*$"&O*5*!, %)-% "#&4#.% &.2% #&'!"% *$% 1$#2% &$% &%
+).!'&$!%!) %!"#% #!#'.&5*!,%)-%0#")4&"%Q)2= !

B);$)(/!
bHbaSbh!

&)$?+3H!IQ#.!'%!E%&)F!;)2*++*+21!G!]#$31!:'*3!%&)!,#.+3'%*#+/!#,!%&)!)'$%&!*%/):,1!
'+3!%&)!&)'6)+/!'$)!E%&)F!(#$J/!#,!C#.$!&'+3/7$&&!X&)C!%&)-/):6)/!+&. !5)$*/&!
V,)*//&' #@0,.%7!-*3!*+3\W1!;.%!C#.!C#.$/):,!'$)!%#!$)-'*+!0#+%*+.'::CN!'+3!Y./%!:*J)!
'+!#.%)$!2'$-)+%!%&)C! (*::! '::! 2$#(!#:31!&' ! '+3!C#.! (*::! ($'5!%&)-! .5!Y./%! '/!
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' !0:#'J1!'/!'+!#.%)$!2'$-)+%N!'+3!%&)C!(*::!;)!0&'+2)31!;.%!C#.!'$)!%&)!/'-)1!'+3!
C#.$!C)'$/!(*::!+)6)$!$.+!#.%7D!!

! !"#% (#'*$"&O*5*!, %)-% "#&4#.% &.2% #&'!"% *$% 1$#2% &$% &%
+).!'&$!%!) %!"#% #!#'.&5*!,%)-%0#$1$%+"'*$!= !

The words in Psalm 102:25-27 are applied to Jehovah, whereas the same words 
are applied to Jesus in Hebrews 1:10-12. Jesus is never called “Creator” in the 
Christian Greek Scriptures. However, Jehovah used him to create. I quote Proverbs 
8:22-30 (above), Hebrews 1:1 (middle), and Colossians 1:15, 16 (below): 

'' ! f<MLS\IL) LNUQMJW) R[STY`MT) UM) IQ) KLM) gMPNOONOP) SW) LNQ) ZIXV) KLM) MI[JNMQK) SW) LNQ)
I`LNM\MUMOKQ)SW)JSOP)IPSa$' "$"$#-!%*-)!*+3),*+*%)!@!('/!*+/%'::)31!,$#-!%&)!/%'$%1!,$#-!%*-)/!
)'$:*)$!%&'+!%&)!)'$%&7$' !$P&)+!%&)$)!()$)!+#!('%)$C!3))5/!@!('/! ;$#.2&%!,#$%&!'/!(*%&!
:';#$! 5'*+/1! (&)+! %&)$)! ()$)! +#! /5$*+2/! &)'6*:C! 0&'$2)3! (*%&! ('%)$7$' +$8),#$)! %&)!
-#.+%'*+/!%&)-/):6)/!&'3!;))+!/)%%:)3!3#(+1!'&)'3!#,!%&)!&*::/1!@!('/!;$#.2&%!,#$%&!'/!
(*%&!:';#$!5'*+/1!' *$(&)+!'/!C)%!&)!&'3!+#%!-'3)!%&)!)'$%&!'+3!%&)!#5)+!/5'0)/!'+3!%&)!
,*$/%!5'$%!#,!%&)!3./%!-'//)/!#,!%&)!5$#3.0%*6)!:'+37$' #$P&)+!&)!5$)5'$)3!%&)!&)'6)+/!@!('/!
%&)$)N!(&)+!&)!3)0$))3!'!0*$0:)!.5#+!%&)!,'0)!#,!%&)!('%)$C!3))51$' %$(&)+!&)!-'3)!,*$-!%&)!
0:#.3!-'//)/! ';#6)1!(&)+!&)!0'./)3!%&)!,#.+%'*+/!#,!%&)!('%)$C!3))5!%#!;)! /%$#+21!' ($

(&)+!&)!/)%!,#$!%&)!/)'!&*/!3)0$))!%&'%!%&)!('%)$/!%&)-/):6)/!/&#.:3!+#%!5'//!;)C#+3!&*/!
#$3)$1!(&)+!&)!3)0$))3!%&)!,#.+3'%*#+/!#,!%&)!)'$%&1$")$KLMO)!)`IUM)KS)gM)gMQNTM)LNU)IQ)I)
UIQKM[)ZS[cM[1!'+3!@!0'-)!%#!;)!%&)!#+)!&)!('/!/5)0*'::C!,#+3!#,!3'C!;C!3'C1!@!;)*+2!2:'3!
;),#$)!&*-!'::!%&)!%*-)7!
&$>#31!(&#!:#+2!'2#!/5#J)!#+!-'+C!#00'/*#+/!'+3!*+!-'+C!('C/!%#!#.$!,#$),'%&)$/!;C!
-)'+/!#,!%&)!5$#5&)%/1$'$&'/! '%!%&)!)+3!#,!%&)/)!3'C/!/5#J)+!%#!./!;C!-)'+/!#,! '!4#+1!
(&#-!&)!'55#*+%)3!&)*$!#,!'::!%&*+2/1!'+3!KL[SYPL)ZLSU!LM)UITM)KLM)QXQKMUQ)SW)KLNOPQa!!
&+$B)!*/!%&)!*-'2)!#,!%&)!*+6*/*;:)!>#31!%&)!,*$/%;#$+!#,!'::!0$)'%*#+N!&*$gM`IYQM)gX)UMIOQ)SW)
LNU)IJJ)^SKLM[_)KLNOPQ)ZM[M)`[MIKMT)NO)KLM)LMI\MOQ)IOT)YRSO)KLM)MI[KL1!%&)!%&*+2/!6*/*;:)!
'+3!%&)!%&*+2/!*+6*/*;:)1!+#!-'%%)$!(&)%&)$!%&)C!'$)!%&$#+)/!#$!:#$3/&*5/!#$!2#6)$+-)+%/!
#$!'.%&#$*%*)/7!1JJ)^SKLM[_)KLNOPQ)LI\M)gMMO)`[MIKMT!KL[SYPL)LNU)IOT)WS[)LNU7!! 

Proverbs 8:22–30 is a clear reference to Jesus. Verse 22 states that “the Wisdom” 
—that is, Jesus — was Jehovah’s first creation, and verse 30 reveals that “the 
Wisdom” was the master worker when all things were created. The two opening 
verses of the Epistle to the Hebrews state that all things were created $%4-1)% Jesus, 
and Colossians 1:16 says that all things were created $%4-1)%#%',#!(5#6-4#%',. The 
writer of Hebrews therefore had good reasons to quote Psalm 102:25–27 and apply 
those words to Jesus. (Hebrews 1:10–12).  

It is important to note that the words regarding Jesus in Hebrews 1:11, 12—“you 
yourself are to remain continually,” and “and your years will never run out.”—refer 
to the future rather than the past, for as Proverbs 8:22 states, Jesus was Jehovah’s 
first creation. The only person who is said to have no beginning and no end is 
Jehovah God. (Psalm 90:2) 

 

&
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To understand these words, we need to look at the context, and I quote Matthew 
24:37-42 

"#!"#$!Y./%!'/!%&)!3'C/!#,!M#'&!()$)1!/#!%&)!5$)/)+0)!V),5*1-#,W!#,!%&)!4#+!#,!-'+!(*::!;)7$
"%$"#$!'/!%&)C!()$)!*+!%&#/)!3'C/!;),#$)!%&)!,:##31!)'%*+2!'+3!3$*+J*+21!-)+!-'$$C*+2!'+3!
(#-)+!;)*+2!2*6)+!*+!-'$$*'2)1!.+%*:!%&)!3'C!%&'%!M#'&!)+%)$)3!V"#-"5$(*',#W!*+%#!%&)!'$JN$

"($'+3!%&)C!%##J!+#!+#%)!.+%*:!%&)!,:##3!0'-)!V"5$(*',#W!'+3!/()5%!%&)-!'::!'('C !V,#54W1!/#!
%&)!5$)/)+0)!V),5*1-#,W!#,!%&)!4#+!#,!-'+!(*::!;)7! !)$X&)+!V.*."W!%(#!-)+!(*::!;)!*+!%&)!,*):3H!
#+)!(*::!;)!%'J)+!':#+2!V),5,/,'D,%4W!'+3!%&)!#%&)$!;)!';'+3#+)3!V,:#3'#WN!!&$!%(#!(#-)+!
(*::!;)!2$*+3*+2!'%!%&)!&'+3!-*::H!#+)!(*::!;)!%'J)+!':#+2!V),5,/,'D,%4W!'+3!%&)!#%&)$!;)!
';'+3#+)3 !V,:#3'#W7$!'$ f))5!#+!%&)!('%0&1!%&)$),#$)1!;)0'./)!ABC!3#!+#%!J+#(!#+!(&'%!
3'C!ABCY!]#$3!*/!0#-*+27  

There is a parallel between “Noah entered (#.)#3<"/4'.) into the ark” and “one will 
be taken along (5'3'-'4+'%F).” 

According to Genesis 7:1, God told Noah to enter the ark, and verse 7 says he 
entered it when he was 600 years old. In both verses, the Septuagint uses the verb 
#.)#3<"/4'. with the meaning “to go or come in, enter.” (Mounce) The verb in 
Matthew 24:40 is 5'3'-'4+'%F with the meaning “to take or bring someone along 
with.” Example: “He took Peter, John, and James with him and went up into the 
mountain to pray.” (Lyke 9:28)  

The parallel is that, in both cases in connection with Noah and the one taken 
along, God is the one acting. The verb 5'3'-'4+'%F in Genesis 7:1 is in .45#3',.:#; God 
commanded Noah to enter the ark, and Noah followed the command. In connection 
with the great tribulation, there is no ark to enter or no place to go for safety. God, 
therefore, “takes the person along with him” to safety, and the verb 5'3'-'4+'%F 
expresses this in an excellent way. Thus, the verbs #.)#3<"/4'. (“enter”) and 
5'3'-'4+'%F (“take along with”) express the same situation of being brought to safety, 
though from two different angles. 

There is also a parallel regarding those who are not brought to safety. The verb 
'.3F in 24:39, translated as “swept away” means “to take up, lift, raise; bear, carry; 
$!L&#!+!. , 4&,-;&; destroy, kill.” (Mounce) The verb '\E4., in verses 40 and 41, 
means “$-#*&(5#!+!., 5'*,'** , suffer to depart; to emit, send forth.” (Mounce) The 
verbs have both similar and different meanings.  The verb '.3F “swept away” is used 
to show how a large group of people is killed, while '\E4. (“be abandoned”) is used 
to show how one person is not taken along and therefore will be killed. 

The setting of the situation described in Matthew 24:40, 41 is the antitype of the 
flood, namely, the great tribulation: A great number of people will be killed, but some 
will survive like Noah and his family. Interestingly, this situation is described two 
other places, in Matthew 24:21, 22 (above) and 24:31 (below): 
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Those who are taken along, according to 24:40, will survive the great tribulation, 
just as Noah and his family survived the flood. Therefore, they must be identical with 
“the flesh” (human beings) who are also called “the chosen ones” in 24:22, who will 
survive the great tribulation. 

According to 24:40, two men will be in the field: one will be taken along and the 
other be abandoned. Two women will be grinding at the hand mill: one will be taken 
along, and the other will be abandoned. The one man and one woman taken along 
to survive represent a number of others who will be taken along.  

Therefore, 24:31 says that angels “will gather the chosen ones together from the 
four winds.” The verb in this verse is #5.)8%';F with the meaning “to cause to come 
together to, toward, or at a particular location.” (Louw and Nida) The verb in 24:40 
is 5'3'-'4+'%F with the meaning “to take or bring someone along with.” This verb is 
used with the focus on one person. Vers 31 uses the verb #5.)8%';F with the meaning 
“to cause to come together to, toward, or at a particular location” (Louw and Nida) 
to show how all those who are taken along are gathered as one group with the 
purpose that they will survive the great tribulation. 

!"#$<#-.2.3$'/$("#$*'+),$D'.#$2,$(-6#.$-0'.3E$2.$b-(("#*$GJIJ_$2,$
("-($("2,$7#+,'.$*200$,&+>2>#$("#$3+#-($(+2;&0-(2'.n$-.)$:'.>#+,#054$("#$
<#-.2.3$'/$("#$*'+),4$D("#$'("#+$*200$;#$-;-.)'.#)E$2,$("-($("2,$'.#$
*200$.'($,&+>2>#$("#$3+#-($(+2;&0-(2'.8$

6%%2&"3"6%C&#%&'*&!-%&3"!)- D&

We have seen how verses 4-22 in Matthew 24, had a miniature fulfillment in the 
first century CE, and the greater and final fulfillment in the time of the end. We have 
further seen how verses 23-28 were fulfilled between 70 and 1914 CE. We have seen 
that verse 30 introduces the verses related to the great tribulation, and we have 
discussed verses 29-42, which point to the great tribulation directly or indirectly.  

I will now discuss verses 40 to 51, which share the same theme: :&#-(#$%&#+!$3%\#
2&#4&!5.]  Luke 21 discusses the great prophecy of Jesus, and verses 34-36, clearly 
express the same theme as Matthew 24:29-42: 

"! !I8.%!5'C!'%%)+%*#+!%#!C#.$/):6)/!%&'%!QGR^!&)'$%/!+)6)$!;)0#-)!()*2&)3!3#(+!(*%&!
#6)$)'%*+2! '+3!&)'6C!3$*+J*+2! '+3! '+K*)%*)/!#,! :*,)1! '+3! /.33)+:C!%&'%!3'C! ;)! *+/%'+%:C!
.5#+!QGR!"+$'/!'!/+'$)7 !"#$!*%!(*::!0#-)!*+!.5#+!'::!%&#/)!3()::*+2!.5#+!%&)!,'0)!#,!'::!
%&)!)'$%&7$"*$:MMR)IZIcM1!%&)+1!'::!%&)!%*-)!-'J*+2!/.55:*0'%*#+!KLIK)0%' )UIX)QY``MMT)NO)
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Luke’s main point is expressed in verse 36: Keep awake, so you will escape “all 
these things,” which will happen in the great tribulation. The words “standing before 
the Son of man” have the same meaning as “be taken along” in Matthew 24:41. 

I will now discuss Matthew 24:40-51. 

30+'(*44+%+)1+'2+36++)'*,,"!3%$3*/)!'30$3'
$%+'.%/.0+1*+!'$)(' *,,"!3%$3*/)!'30$3'$%+'

4*8"%$3*9+ '

We need a clear understanding of the difference between illustrations with 
figurative or symbolic meaning and illustrations that are prophecies. When an 
illustration is a prophecy, its parts refer to concrete persons and concrete future 
events.  

For example, in the illustration of the man of noble birth who traveled to a distant 
land to secure kingly power and then returned, the man of noble birth refers to Jesus, 
the distant land to heaven, and the kingly power to the establishment of God’s 
kingdom with Jesus as king (Luke 19:11-27). 

The parts of the illustrations that are figurative do not refer to concrete persons 
or future events. Some illustrations use concrete events as a pattern for other events. 
These other events may often point to the future, but because each of the different 
parts of the pattern does not refer to concrete persons or events, such as “the man 
of noble birth refers to Jesus,” these illustrations are not prophecies. 

Other illustrations, such as the one about the sower, paint a picture of a situation 
that is or will happen in the real world. But we cannot say that the sower refers to a 
concrete person, and the road and the rocky places refer to concrete places; this 
illustration is not a prophecy. (Matthew 13:3-8) 

When we now consider the six illustrations in Matthew chapter 24, we should note 
that in the prophecies about his coming as the judge in the great tribulation, Jesus 
always refers to himself in the third person as “the Son of man,” and this is not the 
case in any of the illustrations in Matthew 24:32-51. 

!HB$IAAJEK@?KILM$LN$KHB$NIO$K@BB (Matthew 24:32) stresses one important point, 
namely, that the followers of Jesus should understand the composite sign, knowing 
the generation in which Jesus’ presence will be, but not the time at the end of his 
presence when he will come as judge in the great tribulation. 

!HB$IAAJEK@?KILM$?PLJK$KHB$Q?GE$LN$&L?H (Matthew 24:27-39) stresses that many 
people will be ignorant when the great tribulation comes and will be swept away; the 
followers of Jesus must therefore be on the alert and be ready to welcome the Son 
of man. This turns the reader’s attention to the theme of verses 40-51:!Y#$'.$("#$
*-(:"o  
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After Jesus has said that one will be taken along and the other will be abandoned 
(Matthew 24:40,41), he said, according to verse 42:  

!' !f))5!#+!%&)!('%0&1!%&)$),#$)1!;)0'./)!QGR!3#!+#%!J+#(!#+!(&'%!3'C!QGR^!]#$3!*/!
0#-*+27!

In order to stress the point to “keep on the watch,” Jesus told three illustrations: 

"D<!EF9G!HI!G>HJE<K@<!JD<>!"D<!"DL<I!L5!9HML>@ !

!" !I8.%!J+#(!#+)!%&*+21!%&'%!*,!%&)!&#./)&#:3)$!&'3!J+#(+!*+!(&'%!('%0&!%&)!%&*),!('/!
0#-*+21!&)!(#.:3!&'6)!J)5%!'('J)! '+3!+#%!'::#()3!&*/!&#./)!%#!;)!;$#J)+!*+%#7!!! !G+!
%&*/!'00#.+%!0%' )KSS)R[S\M)XSY[QMJ\MQ)[MITX1!;)0'./)!'%!'+!&#.$!%&'%!QGR!3#!+#%!%&*+J!
%#!;)!*%1!%&)!4#+!#,!-'+!*/!0#-*+27!

According to Matthew 24:32-37, Jesus shows that his followers can know in which 
generation the great tribulation will occur through the composite sign he has given. 
But they would not know the exact time of the great tribulation. 

In this illustration about the thief, Jesus addresses his followers using the plural 
pronoun “you.” The illustration shows that just as the householder does not know 
when the thief is coming, “you” do not know when Jesus will come as the judge in 
the great tribulation. 7-4#$%'*#4&!*-(A#'$#'*#',/-4$!($#$-#@2&#4&!5.B#!$#!""#$',&*. 

In the parable, “the householder” and “the thief,” do not refer to specific people 
or events. But the illustration stresses the point of being on the watch. 

@LNL>@!"D<!5EFN<5!IHHK!F"!"D<!O-HO<-!"LM<! !

!+$IP&#! $)'::C! */! %&)! ,'*%&,.:! '+3! 3*/0$))%! /:'6)!(&#-! &*/! -'/%)$! '55#*+%)3! #6)$! &*/!
3#-)/%*0/1!%#!2*6)!%&)-!%&)*$!,##3!'%!%&)!5$#5)$!%*-)O$!*$,IRRX)NQ)KLIK)QJI\M)NW)LNQ)UIQKM[)
SO)I[[N\NOP)WNOTQ)LNU)TSNOP)QSa)!#$!X$.:C!@!/'C!%#!QGR1!B)!(*::!'55#*+%!&*-!#6)$!'::!&*/!
;):#+2*+2/!

!In the first century, some people were rich and owned slaves. One of these slaves 
was in charge of the household, and his duty was to give the other slaves food at the 
time his lord had decided. 

This illustration takes the situation of a slave being charge of the household as a 
point of departure. And the followers of Jesus are asked if they are like such a faithful 
and discreet slave who gives the other slaves food at the right time.  

Those who are wise and faithful like this slave will be appointed over all the 
belongings of his Lord. In other words, this slave will not only be in charge of giving 
food to the other slaves. But he will be in charge of the Lord’s whole property. 

C<F"L>@!DL5!I<EEHJ!5EFN<5!F>K!K-L>GL>@!JL"D!"D<!
K-=>GF-K5! !
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In the first illustration, about the thief, Jesus showed that because his followers 
did not know the time when he would return, they had to be ready at any time. In 
the second illustration, about the faithful and discreet slave, Jesus showed that those 
of his followers who were faithful to him and did what he had asked them to do, 
would, when he returned, be rewarded. 

In the third illustration, about the evil slave, Jesus shows the bad results for the 
slaves who are not on watch at any time. The slave he mentions says in his heart, 
“My master is delaying.” Because of this, he lives a dissolute life, beating his fellow 
slaves and drinking with the drunkards. This slave will be punished. 

"D<!"D-<<!F99H=>"5!F-<!LEE=5"-F"LH>5!F>K!>H"!O-HOD<9L<5! !

Some people have viewed one or all three accounts as prophecies. An analysis of 
the Greek text shows that this is wrong. I quote verse 45 about the faithful and 
discreet slave and verse 48 in the account of the evil slave: 

!+$IP&#! V.#-W!$)'::C!V,5,W!*/!%&)!,'*%&,.:!'+3!3*/0$))%!/:'6)!(&#-!&*/!-'/%)$!'55#*+%)3!#6)$!
&*/!3#-)/%*0/7 
!%$I8.%!*,!V",%W!)6)$!%&'%!)6*:!/:'6)!/&#.:3!/'C!V/"+4W!*+!&*/!&)'$%1!=9C!-'/%)$!*/!3):'C*+21A 

The Greek conjunction #'% (“if”) and the verb -#;F (“say”) in the subjunctive in 
verse 48 show that the words about the evil slave are hypothetical. The same situation 
is seen in verse 45, where the pronoun ,.) (“who”) together with the conjunction '3'  
(= then — a marker of the possibility of something — Louw and Nida). The two 
words together show that this is a possible or hypothetical situation. 

So, there is no doubt that all three accounts are illustrations showing the 
importance for all of Jesus’ followers to be on the watch and be ready at any time. 

E,D/"0̀\a08*5!-0,D*1.0D"#%+05",!&0#%0M"-1-N0+5",.0)5*)("?&!

/C<<67D!
VSWSV! X77?%A@%<67%DC<H6=!
VSWSS! ?:AE7%GA>:;7FE7;%:7CBG=!

/C:X !
RYW%YY! X77?%FAAX8@9N%X77?%CDCX7=!
RYWYa! X77?%A@%<67%DC<H6=!
RYWYU! X77?%A@%<67%DC<H6=!

5>X7!
RVWYa! F7<%GA>:%FA8@;%L7%9>C:B7B=!
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The illustration about the faithful and discreet slave has received more focus and 
has been quoted more often than any of the other illustrations in Matthew chapter 
24. Therefore, I make a thorough analysis of this illustration, and I quote Matthew 
24:45-47: 

!+$IP&#! $)'::C! */! %&)! ,'*%&,.:! '+3! 3*/0$))%! /:'6)! (&#-! &*/! -'/%)$! '55#*+%)3! #6)$! &*/!
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These words are formed like a question. But the context does not tell us anything 
about the background of this question. The great prophecy of Jesus in Matthew 24, 
Mark 13, and Luke 21 have different lengths and different details. There are also 
other parallel accounts with different details. 

Fortunately, there is a parallel account of Matthew 24:43-51 about the faithful and 
discreet slave and the evil slave, with many details in Luke 12:35-48. I compare the 
two accounts before discussing the details. 

!"#$%&' () &*&+,-."/01,2&#%34%%2&5"336%4&78(8)9:;&"2<&=>?%&;7():98' &
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There can be no doubt that the account in Luke chapter 12 and Matthew 24 are 

parallel. This is seen by the red, blue, orange, and green text. The important point is 
that the account in Luke chapter 12 has a setting that is lacking in Matthew chapter 
24. And this setting shows that the words in Matthew 24:45-47 are part of an 
illustration.  

I have already shown that the words about the faithful and discreet slave are not 
part of the sign of the presence of Jesus because this sign is described in verses 4-22 
in Matthew chapter 24. The fact that the words about the faithful and discreet slave 
also occur in Luke 12:42-44 confirms this, because the sign of the presence of Jesus 
is not mentioned in this context. 

$'(*!1"!!*/)'/4',"<+'>=?MQ R@S'

I will now discuss the different details of the text, and I start with Luke 12:35-38: 
"+!I8)! 3$)//)3! '+3! $)'3C!'+3! &'6)! C#.$! :'-5/! ;.$+*+21!"* $'+3! C#.! /&#.:3! ;)! :*J)! -)+!
('*%*+2!,#$!%&)*$!-'/%)$!%#!$)%.$+!,$#-!%&)!-'$$*'2)1!/#!(&)+!&)!0#-)/!'+3!J+#0J/1!%&)C!
-'C!'%!#+0)!#5)+!%#!&*-7!"#$B'55C!'$)!%&#/)!/:'6)/!(&#-!%&)!-'/%)$!#+!0#-*+2!,*+3/!
('%0&*+2\!X$.:C!@!/'C!%#!C#.1!&)!(*::!3$)//!&*-/):,!,#$!/)$6*0)!'+3!&'6)!%&)-!$)0:*+)!'%!%&)!
%';:)! '+3! (*::!0#-)! ':#+2/*3)! '+3! -*+*/%)$!%#!%&)-7!"%$?+3! *,!&)!0#-)/! *+!%&)! /)0#+3!
('%0&1!)6)+!*,!*+!%&)!%&*$31!'+3!,*+3/!%&)-!$)'3C1!&'55C!'$)!%&)C\! 
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 The situation illustrates a master with a group of slaves who is attending a 
wedding. Weddings in ancient Israel could last seven days, and the illustration shows 
that the slaves would not know when the master would return from the wedding. 
The point in the illustration is that the slaves had to be awake and ready to open the 
door for the master, regardless of when he would return. 

 To drive home his point that the slaves must be ready at any time, Jesus tells 
another illustration about a householder who does not know when a thief would 
break into his house, as we see in verses 39 and 40. This illustration occurs also in 
Matthew 24:43, 44: 

"( $8.%!J+#(!%&*/1!*,!%&)!&#./)&#:3)$!&'3!J+#(+!'%!(&'%!&#.$!%&)!%&*),!(#.:3!0#-)1!&)!
(#.:3!+#%!&'6)!:)%!&*/!&#./)!;)!;$#J)+!*+%#7!!) $Q#.!':/#1!J))5!$)'3C1!;)0'./)!'%!'+!&#.$!
%&'%!C#.!3#!+#%!%&*+J!:*J):C1!%&)!4#+!#,!-'+!*/!0#-*+27D 

Then Jesus stresses the points of both illustrations and connects them with the 
coming of the Son of man in verse 40:  

Dp'&$-0,'4$6##7$+#-)54$;#:-&,#4$-($-.$"'&+$("-($5'&$)'$.'($("2.6$026#054$
("#$d'.$'/$<-.$2,$:'<2.38E!

 Please note that the master returning from the wedding and the householder are 
people in the illustrations; therefore, they are not prophetic types of Jesus in any 
sense or situation. But the actions of the slaves of the master and of the householder 
illustrate the importance of the disciples of Jesus to be ready when the Son of man 
returns. 

When Peter heard the illustration about the master and his slaves, he asked a 
question, as we see in verse 41: 

!&$X&)+!d)%)$!/'*3H!I]#$31!3#!C#.!-)'+!%&*/!5'$';:)!V)5*-W!,#$!./1!#$!,#$!)6)$C#+)O!VM@uW! 

The meaning of this question has been viewed differently because of the possible 
meanings of the Greek preposition 53/). This preposition with the accusative can, 
according to Mounce, be rendered as “to; towards.” But it can also be rendered, 
“concerning; in respect to.” Because Jesus is speaking to his disciples and not to 
everyone, I think the meaning of 53/) as “concerning; in respect to” is the correct 
one. I, therefore, view the NIV rendering of Luke 12.41 as better than the NWT84. 
In other words, does this illustration refer to us disciples or to everyone?” 

 The pronoun “us” logically refers to the disciples of Jesus who are mentioned in 
12:1, and “everyone” may refer to “a crowd of so many thousands” that are 
mentioned in the same verse. Peter refers to “this illustration” (5'3'+/-E), and the 
demonstrative pronoun “this” must refer to the illustration about the master and the 
slaves in verses 35-38. Q%1*A#^&$&4_*#[1&*$'-(#'*#+%&$%&4#$%&#!5,-('$'-(#$-#2&#4&!5.#
$-#-/&(#$%&#5--4#6-4#$%&#,!*$&4#!$#!(.#$',&#-(".#4&6&4*#$-#$%&#5'*3'/"&*? 

Jesus does not answer Peter’s question directly, but he tells another illustration 
that is formed as a question (verse 42): 
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The illustrations of Jesus consist of words with literal references to historical 
situations. The situation here is a household (/.</)) with a master and a slave who 
serves as the steward or house administrator (/.</%/4/)), as well as other slaves with 
different duties in the household or as workers in the master’s fields. The meals in 
the household are at the same times every day (“the proper time”), and each slave 
will get a certain measure of the food supplies at each meal. The duty of the house 
administrator is to make the food ready at the proper time of the meals, so each slave 
gets his measure of the food. 

Let us then return to the illustrations of “the faithful steward, the discreet one” 
and “the thief that would come.” Jesus interpreted the illustration in the following 
way in verse 40:  

!) !C#.!%##!5$#6)!C#.$/):6)/!$)'3C1!;)0'./)!%&)!4#+!#,!-'+!*/!0#-*+2!'%!'+!&#.$!%&'%!C#.!
3#!+#%!%&*+J!%#!;)!*%7  

On the basis of these words, Peter asked whether the admonition to “keep ready” 
was meant only for the disciples of Jesus or for a greater audience. 

Jesus did not answer this question directly, but he asked the question, “Who will 
it be?” “Who will be ready at the unlikely time for the coming of the Son of man?” 
To stress this point, Jesus connects it to another illustration quite similar to the 
master-and-slave illustrations. This illustration also includes the master of the house 
and his steward. The steward is in charge of the household, and his primary duty is 
to arrange the meals for the other slaves at the times decided by the master and to 
give each one “his measure of food supplies.” 

Please keep in mind that this illustration represents a literal account of what 
happened in different households in Israel in the first century and that the illustration 
is not a part of the sign showing that Jesus had returned and was present. A steward 
who was doing his job by distributing the food to his fellow slaves at the meals was 
faithful and discreet. The contrast would be the steward who did not do his job but 
instead was beating his fellow slaves, ate the food supplies, and drank so much wine 
that he became drunk, as we see in verses 45 and 46: 

!+!8.%!*,!)6)$!%&'%!/:'6)!/&#.:3!/'C!*+!&*/!&)'$%1!=9C!-'/%)$!3):'C/!0#-*+21A!'+3!/&#.:3!/%'$%!
%#!;)'%!%&)!-)+/)$6'+%/!'+3!%&)!-'*3/)$6'+%/1!'+3!%#!)'%!'+3!3$*+J!'+3!2)%!3$.+J1$!*$%&)!
-'/%)$!#,!%&'%!/:'6)!(*::!0#-)!#+!'!3'C!%&'%!&)!*/!+#%!)K5)0%*+2!E&*-F!'+3!*+!'+!&#.$!%&'%!
&)!3#)/!+#%!J+#(1!'+3!&)!(*::!5.+*/&!&*-!(*%&!%&)!2$)'%)/%!/)6)$*%C!'+3!'//*2+!&*-!'!5'$%!
(*%&!%&)!.+,'*%&,.:!#+)/7  

This contrast between the two slaves would answer the question of Peter regarding 
the admonition to keep ready. Which steward was ready by doing his job when his 
master came? That would, of course, be the faithful steward, the discreet one. And 
now we better understand the reason why Jesus started his illustration (12:42) with a 
question: “Who will prove to be like the faithful steward when his master comes? 
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Jesus did not say that his admonition to keep ready only related to the disciples of 
Jesus whom Peter knew. But he left the issue open: “Who will be ready?” In other 
words, any human being could prove to be faithful and discreet and, therefore, get 
the reward when his master came.  

D!"#$/-2("/&0$,(#*-+)4$("#$)2,:+##($'.#E$2.$F&6#$HGIJG4$*"'$:'++#,7'.),$
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/'00'*#+$'/$1#,&,$*"'$2,$)'2.3$("#$*200$'/$N')$-.)$2,$+#-)5$*"#.$1#,&,$
:'<#,$-,$("#$M&)3#$2.$("#$3+#-($(+2;&0-(2'.8$

1#,&,O$%&#,(2'.,$DS"'$+#-005$2,$("#$/-2("/&0$,(#*-+)4$("#$)2,:+##($'.#E$
2.$F&6#$HGIJG4$-.)$DS"'$+#-005$2,$("#$/-2("/&0$-.)$)2,:+##($,0->#E$2.$
b-(("#*$GJIJR$-+#$-77#-0,$('$"2,$02,(#.#+,$('$;#$+#-)5$*"#.$("#$d'.$'/$
<-.$:'<#,8 $

S"#.$1#,&,$:'< #,$-,$("#$M&)3#$2.$("#$3+#-($(+2;&0-(2'.4$*"'$*200$;#$
)'2.3$("#$,-<#$*'+6$-,$-$"'&,#"'0)#+$)2)$2.$("#$)-5,$'/$1#,&,4$*"'$
*'&0)$32>#$("#$,0->#,$02(#+-0$/'')$-($("#$7+'7#+$(2<#q 

To understand the full force of Jesus’ illustrations in Luke chapter 12 and the 
similar illustrations in Matthew 24:42-51, we need to identify $%&# ,!*$&4 of the 
steward who is mentioned in verse 45. Q%'*#,!*$&4 does not refer to Jesus Christ, 
the Son of man. Why can we say that? Because of the personal pronoun “his” ('&,/)) 
in the genitive, that is, “his master.”  Q%&#,!*$&4 of the faithful steward in Luke 12:42 
(the same as the faithful and discreet slave in Matthew 24:45) is the owner of the 
house ("/$<83./)$,E)$/.<.')). 

We can draw the same conclusion from Matthew 24:50. This is a part of a 
hypothetical situation because verse 48 starts with the words, “but if ever” (#'%$*#$
#.5E). If the slave becomes wicked, “the master of the slave” ("/$<83./)$,/&$*/-/&) will 
come and punish him. The coming of the Son of man in the great tribulation will be 
a real event that with certainty will happen. It does not make sense to portray a 
hypothetical situation and say that if the slave becomes wicked, Jesus, as the master 
of the slave, will come and punish him. But true to the nature of the illustration, “$%&#
,!*$&4#of the slave” who will come if the situation turns out to be bad, must be “the 
master of the house” in the illustration. 

This conclusion is supported by the illustration in Mark 13:32-37: 
$%!IU#+0)$+*+2!%&'%!3'C!#$!%&)!&#.$!+#;#3C!J+#(/1!+)*%&)$!%&)!'+2):/!*+!&)'6)+!+#$!%&)!
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'55#*+%)3!%*-)! */7!$&!@%!*/! :*J)! '! -'+!%$'6):*+2! ';$#'3! (&#! :),%!&*/!&#./)! '+3!2'6)!%&)!
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This is an illustration that is similar to the one in Luke 12:35-38. Luke uses the 
designation “$%&'4# ,!*$&4” (,/%$ <83./%$ '&,F%) and Mark uses the designation “$%&#
,!*$&4#of the house” ("/$<83./)$,E)$/.<.')). So, there can be no doubt that “his master” 
("/$<83./)$'&,/)) in Luke 12:42 and Matthew 24:45 refer to the master of the house in 
the illustration and not to the Son of man, Jesus Christ. 

But if this is correct, what is the relationship between the illustrations in Luke 
12:35-48 and Matthew 24:43-51 and the coming of the Son of man as the judge in 
the great tribulation? The answer is found in Luke 12:40.  

Dp'&$-0,'4$6##7$+#-)54$;#:-&,#4$-($-.$"'&+$("-($5'&$)'$.'($("2.6$026#054$
("#$d'.$'/$<-.$2,$:'<2.38E$$

This is the only thing the illustration in Luke 12:35-38 about the slaves that should 
be watching shows. And this is the only thing that the illustration about the steward 
in Luke 12:42-44, who faithfully does his job whenever his master comes, shows. 

This means that the details of the illustrations do not have any prophetic meaning. 
But all the details portray the whole situation whose only purpose is to show the 
importance of the servants of God being occupied with Christian works and being 
ready and watching when the Son of man comes in the great tribulation.  

$'1/#.$%*!/)'/4'30+'8%++<'(+3$*,!'/4'#$330+6'
>=?@QR@T'$)(',"<+'>@?@=R@@'

The verses of  our interest are Matthew 24:45–47, and according to the context, 
the events described by these verses must occur during the great tribulation. These 
verses parallel Luke 12:42–44, and I will translate the verses and compare them:  

!"#$%&R(B&!3%&/6"-,$"/01-&12&/3%&A16.,&0-&C85%&')SB)TBB&"-.&H"//3%A&)BSBJTBK&

Luke 12:42 

Who then (tis ara) will be (estin, present) the faithful steward (oikonomos), the wise one, whom the Lord will 
appoint (kathist! mi, future) over his household of slaves (therapeia) in order to continue to give (did"mi, pres 

infin ) their food allowance (sitometrion) at the appointed time (kairos)? 

Matthew 24:45 

Who then (tis ara) will be (estin, present) the faithful slave (doulos), even the wise one, whom the Lord will 
appoint (kathist! mi, aorist) over his household of slaves (oiketeia) in order to give (did"mi, aorist infin ) their 
food (trof! ) at the appointed time (kairos). 

Luke 12:43, 44 

43 Happy is that slave (doulos) whom the Lord will find (future) doing (present part) this when he comes 

(aorist part). 44 Truly I am telling (present) you that he will appoint him (kathist! mi, future) over all his 

belongings (hyparx" , pres part). 

Matthew 24:46, 47 
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Happy is that slave (doulos) whom the Lord will find (future) doing (present part) this when he comes (aorist 

part). Indeed, I am telling (present) you that he will appoint him (kathist! mi, future) over all his belongings 

(hyparx" , pres part). 

As we already have seen, the verses in Luke 12 and Matthew 24 are very similar. 
In Luke 12:42, the person is called “steward” (/.</%/4/)), which refers to the slave 
who is in charge of the household of the master. This is confirmed in verse 43, where 
the steward is called “slave” (*/&-/)). In the parallel in Matthew 24:45, the person is 
called “slave” (*/&-/)). So the situation is exactly the same in both instances. The 
duties of such slaves were to arrange the meals and give the other slaves the food 
that they should have at the appointed times; 12:42 uses the word “food allowance” 
().,/4#,3./%)—what the slaves rightly should have—and Matthew 24:45 uses the word 
“food” (,3/0E). This word can also refer to a “portion,” so there is no real difference 
between the two words. 

In the epithets of the slave, there is the conjunction <'.  (“and”) in Matthew. But 
this word is lacking in Luke. Literally, Matthew says: “who is the faithful slave !(5  
the wise (one).” In Greek, the conjunction <'.  needs not always be translated as 
“and.” In Galatians 6:16, for example, a good translation would be “even,” and I use 
this translation in Matthew 24:45. 

In connection with the duty of the slave and his appointment, Luke uses the verb 
<',".),E4. (“appoint”) in the future, while Matthew uses the same verb in the aorist. 
It is clear from the use of aorist in The Christian Greek Scriptures that it can refer to 
completed and uncompleted actions. Therefore, there is no linguistic reason to use 
English past tense or perfect for the aorist verb “appoint” in Matthew 24:45 and to 
use future in Luke 12:42.  

The Greek form #),.% is the present form of the verb #.4. (“to be”). Greek present 
is not a tense but the imperfective aspect, and it can be used for past, present, and 
future. Because Jesus asks a question about a situation that has not yet materialized, 
and he uses the future form <',".),E4., the temporal reference of #),.% must be future. 
Therefore, I translate “Who then +'""#2& the faithful steward/slave?” and not “Who 
then '* the faithful steward/slave?” 

Moreover, in Luke 12:35–40, Jesus admonishes his listeners to be ready. And as 
his reply to Peter’s question whether Jesus’ illustration only refers to the disciples or 
to all people, Jesus, in effect, asks: “Who will it be?” This means that each individual 
must decide, and the appointment as a steward must occur '0,#3 the individual has 
made his or her decision. Because the words in Matthew 24:45–47 are very similar to 
the words in Luke 12:42–45, the setting must be the same, namely, who will be on 
the watch when Jesus comes.  

This is confirmed by the words in Mark 13:33–37, which are very similar to the 
words in Luke 12:35–40. Thus, the appointment in Matthew 24:45, which is 
expressed by the aorist, must be future and not completed, just as it is in Luke 12:42. 

Because Greek aorist is not a tense but only an aspect, the perfective one, it merely 
focuses on the action to appoint without any details visible as to manner and time, 
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and the context shows that this action is future. This is exactly the same focus as 
Greek future. But a similar focus is made by different linguistic factors: In the case 
of the aorist, the aspect of the verb and the context indicate future reference, while 
in the other case, the future verb form alone and not the context indicates future 
reference.  

One reason why it is easy to misunderstand the words in Matthew 24:45-47 about 
the faithful and discreet slave is that the context of these three verses is lacking in 
Matthew chapter 24. However, when we study the context of the similar words in 
Luke chapter 12, where we find the illustration of the slaves that should be watching 
for their mater’s return at any time, and that the words about the faithful and discreet 
slave represent the answer Jesus gave to Peter’s question, then we realize that the 
words about the faithful and discreet slave are not a prophecy but an illustration 
stressing the importance of being occupied with Christian works and being on the 
watch when Jesus comes in the great tribulation. 

!"#$D/-2("/&0$-.)$)2,:+##($,0->#E$+#/#+,$('$-.5$`"+2,(2-.$*"'$2,$/-2("/&0$
-.)$6##72.3$'.$("#$*-(:"$*"#.$1#,&,$:'<#,$-,$("#$M&)3#$2.$("#$3+#-($
(+2;&0-(2'.8$B($)'#,$.'($+#/#+$('$-$:0-,,$'+$3+'&7$("-($32>#,$,72+2(&-0$/'')$
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The basic point of the illustration is:  

DY#$'::&72#)$*2("$`"+2,(2-.$*'+6,4$-.)$6##7$'.$("#$*-(:"$;#:-&,#$5'&$
)'$.'($6.'*$("#$)-5$-.)$"'&+$*"#.$("#$d'.$'/$<-.$2,$:'<2.38E!

In order to be complete, I will return to the question about the identity of the 
“your Lord” in the two clauses in Matthew 24:42: 

!' ! f))5!#+!%&)! ('%0&1!%&)$),#$)1! ;)0'./)!C#.!3#!+#%!J+#(!#+! (&'%!3'C!C#.$! ]#$3!*/!
0#-*+27 

Who is “your Lord” who is coming in this verse? At first glance, the reference 
seems to be to Jesus Christ because his coming is mentioned in Matthew 24:30, 39, 
44. However, this view has two problems. The first problem is that when the coming 
of Jesus in the great tribulation is mentioned, the subject is always “the Son of man” 
and not “the lord,” The second problem is that the word “lord” (<83./)) is determined 
with the pronoun “your.” 

When a substantive is determined in this way, there must be an antecedent, a 
particular reference. When the words “your lord” are used in a clause, there must be 
antecedents, that is, both the persons referred to by “your” and “the lord” must be 
identified, usually before this mention, or in some instances afterward. But there are 
no such antecedents to “your lord” in the context. I suggest the following solution: 

 When we look at Table 8:5, we see that the clauses, @̀&&/#-(#$%&#+!$3%A#$%&4&6-4&A#
2&3!1*&#.-1#5-#(-$#L(-+#-(#+%!$#5!.#.-14#I-45#'*#3-,'()AB#in Matthew 23:42 and#
@:&#54&**&5#!(5#4&!5.#!(5#%!;&#.-14#"!,/*#214('()AB#in Luke 12:35 have the same 
green color.  The words “keep on the watch” and “be dressed and ready” have the 
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same meaning, and, therefore, the two passages say the same thing. I have already 
pointed out that a part of the whole setting of the situation that is mentioned in Luke 
chapter 12 is lacking in Matthew 24. Because of this, I suggest the following changed 
setting: 

!"#$%&R(J&!3%&73"-D%.&,%//0-D&0-&C85%&73"+/%6&')&"-.&H"//3%A&73"+/%6&)B!
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!

I have moved the text in verses 36 to 38 in Luke chapter 12 to a position after 
verse 42 and before verse 43 in Matthew 24. If this new setting is correct, “your 
master” in Matthew 24:42 has a clear antecedent. The reference of “lord” (<83./)) in 
Matthew 24:42 is to “the master” (<83./)) in Luke 12:36, 37. This understanding will 
solve both the problems that I have outlined above. 

I would like to mention the word “therefore” (/&%) in Matthew 24:42. It could 
seem to refer to verses 37 to 41 in Matthew chapter 24. But it is more likely that /&% 
refers to the following text. The reason why the persons should keep on watch 
should be that they do not know the time or hour. 

I would like to stress that my suggestion is not an attempt to add anything to the 
text in Matthew chapter 24. But just as I show there is a setting in Luke chapter 12 
for the words about the faithful and discreet slave in Matthew 24:45-47, a setting that 
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is not written in Matthew chapter 24, the setting in Luke chapter 12 may also be 
applied to Matthew 24:42. 

! "#$=-2+$eF-2+f$2($&"#$%#(&#(.#4$e; #.*/%#$4-/$+-$(-&$5(-=$-($="*&$
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CHAPTER NINE 
ÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐ 

#*+)/"#!#.0!(/,)9'3!,++)/"&)#*+)
/00%!"#+& )#!8+)+"&!"-)/#)#*+)

3+-!""!"-)%2)#*+) 9'3!,++ )

'

!"##$%&' '

Exodus 20:11 says that the law regarding six days of work and the sabbath 

was given after God#s pattern of working six days followed by the sabbath. The 

following discussion shows that 7 times 7 sabbath years followed by the Jubilee 

also is based on the pattern of six days of creation followed by the sabbath. It is 

based on the real length of each creation day of 7,000 years each multiplied with 

7 days, giving 49,000 years, followed by the 50,000th year which is the Jubilee.  

The chapter presents clues and evidence from T he Christian Greek Scriptures 

showing that the actions during the Jewish Jubilee represent prophetic types that 

are fulfilled during the thousand-year reign of Jesus Christ. 

Most important is the evidence presented that, just as there were specific 

appointed times that ended at the first coming of Jesus, and specific appointed 

times that ended at the second coming of Jesus, there are also specific appointed 

times that will end when Jesus comes at the end of his presence as the judge in 

the great tribulation. 

It is concluded that we cannot know the exact time of the beginning of the 

antitypical Jubilee, the thousand-year reign of Jesus Christ. But a time frame 

connected with the year 1975 sets a limit for this beginning. 

 
Chapter 1 discussed two scenarios of the Law in ancient Israel, which were 

prophetic types, and their antitypes can be seen in the time of the end.  
The tabernacle, the priests, and the offerings were prophetic types of Jesus and 

his ransom sacrifice and the way to heaven for the 144,000 anointed followers of 
Jesus.  
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The three festivals in Israel that were celebrated because of the harvesting of 
different crops are prophetic types of the harvesting of humans for salvation, 
Passover is a prophetic type of Jesus and his ransom sacrifice, Pentecost is a 
prophetic type of the harvesting of the 144,000 anointed follower of Jesus, and the 
Feast of Booths is a prophetic type of the harvesting of the great crowd that will live 
in the earthly paradise. 

The basis for viewing the festivals as prophetic types is the words of Paul in 
Hebrews 10:1 (above) and Colossians 2:16, 17 (below): 

&*$X&)$),#$)!:)%!+#!-'+!Y.32)!QGR!*+!)'%*+2!'+3!3$*+J*+2!#$!*+!$)/5)0%!#,!'!,)/%*6':!#$!#,!
'+!#;/)$6'+0)!#,!%&)!+)(!-##+!#$!#,!'!/';;'%&N$&#$,#$!%&#/)!%&*+2/!'$)!'!/&'3#(!(1?0") #,!
%&)!%&*+2/!%#!0#-)1!;.%!%&)!$)':*%C!V-4', W!;):#+2/!%#!%&)!U&$*/%7!

1 For since the Law has ("$(4!"a shadow (skia) of the good things to come, but not the 
very substance (eik›n) of the things, it can never, by the same sacrifices that are 
continually offered year after year, make those who approach perfect. 

Paul’s words mentioning “a festival” are the basis for viewing Passover, Pentecost, 
and the Feast of Booths as prophetic types. Paul also says that the sabbaths are 
prophetic types, and that is one reason why I take the sabbath years and the Jubilee 
year as prophetic types. And, as Paul says: “the reality [the antitypes] belongs to the 
Christ.”  

The Greek word )<.' means “shadow” and the body casting the shadow, that is, 
the antitype is in Hebrews 10:1 expressed by the word #.</%, with the meaning 
“image.” In 8:5, the Greek word "85/*#.;4' (typical representation) is a synonym for 
)<.'. The antitype can be expressed by the Greek words #.*F% (“image), )F4' (“body”), 
and '-E,"#.' (“truth”). The words in 10:1 do not say that the whole law represents 
shadows. But it says that the Law %!*$a shadow, which means that parts of the Law 
represent prophetic types, and Hebrews 8:5 shows that the sacred service of the 
priests is a typical representation.  

The book ]8$2#-/:#*$^#-.;./%$_ $'%*$,"#$=/:#3%.%;$2/*8, second edition, pages 338-
343, lists 10 criteria for identifying an account as a prophetic type. Criterion 4) is 
“Accounts with special or peculiar contents.” The Jubilee is a special account, and 
there is no reason why the actions associated with it should occur every 50th year. 
Something similar to the Jubilee is not found in any other ancient nation. If we 
believe that God is behind the law of Moses, he must have had a special reason for 
creating such an unusual thing as the Jubilee. The conclusion, both because of what 
Paul wrote, and because the Jubilee is special and peculiar, is that the actions during 
the Jubilee represent prophetic types. 

When God gave the Israelites the Ten Commandments, he gave a reason for 
keeping the sabbath. I quote Exodus: 20:8-11 

%!I^)-)-;)$*+2!%&)!/';;'%&!3'C!%#!&#:3!*%!/'0$)31!($C#.! '$)!%#!$)+3)$!/)$6*0)!'+3!C#.!
-./%!3#!'::!C#.$!(#$J!/*K!3'C/7$&)$8.%!%&)!/)6)+%&!3'C!*/!'!/';;'%&!%#!<)&#6'&!C#.$!>#37!
Q#.!-./%!+#%!3#!'+C!(#$J1!C#.!+#$!C#.$!/#+!+#$!C#.$!3'.2&%)$1!C#.$!/:'6)!-'+!+#$!C#.$!
/:'6)!2*$:!+#$!C#.$!3#-)/%*0!'+*-':!+#$!C#.$!':*)+!$)/*3)+%!(&#!*/!*+/*3)!C#.$!2'%)/7$&&$"#$!
*+!/*K!3'C/!<)&#6'&!-'3)!%&)!&)'6)+/!'+3!%&)!)'$%&1!%&)!/)'!'+3!)6)$C%&*+2!%&'%!*/!*+!%&)-1!
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'+3!&)!5$#0))3)3!%#!$)/%!#+!%&)!/)6)+%&!3'C7!X&'%!*/!(&C!<)&#6'&!;:)//)3!%&)!/';;'%&!3'C!
'+3!5$#0))3)3!%#!-'J)!*%!/'0$)37!!

These words show that God did not inspire the creation account merely to satisfy 
his people’s curiosity. But the account was written as a pattern for the Israelites to 
follow in their daily lives: to work six days and rest on the seventh day. 

In this chapter, I will show that the 7 sabbath years leading to the 50th year, which 
is the Jubilee also follow the pattern in the creation week described in Genesis 
chapter 1. 

!-%&84#,$%%&.%2.%+%*!+&2.'2-%!,)&!02%+ &

The Bible can be compared to a criminal novel. In the first chapter, the persons 
are presented, and the crime is committed. Throughout the chapters, threads that 
cannot be immediately understood are laid down. In the last chapter, the crime is 
solved, and the perpetrators are punished. And now, with the whole picture in mind, 
we can revisit the different chapters and understand how each thread fits into the 
whole. 

In Genesis, the persons are presented: Jehovah God, the angels, Adam and Eve, 
and Satan, and the crime is committed. Throughout the different books in the Bible, 
threads are laid down showing how the first prophecy about the seed of the woman 
who will bruise the serpent in its head will be fulfilled. But these threads cannot be 
immediately understood. The last book of the Bible tells how the crime is solved and 
how the perpetrators are punished. And now, the different threads in the books can 
be understood.  

This book shows how the original purpose of Jehovah, that the earth will be 
populated by billions of Adam’s descendants, will be fulfilled. One important thread 
in the Law of Moses is the Jubilee, which grants full liberty to all people. This chapter 
discusses how the different sides of the Jubilee are prophetic types of the liberty that 
the people of God will experience during the thousand-year reign of Jesus Christ, 
when all things will be restored.  

The 49th year was a sabbath year when all the land rested, and the same was true 
with the 50th year, which also was a sabbath of complete rest for the land. I will now 
present the basic characteristics of the Jubilee, and we read Leviticus 25: 4, 8-10: 

!$8.%!*+!%&)!/)6)+%&!C)'$!%&)$)!/&#.:3!#00.$!I)QIggIKL)SW)`SURJMKM)[MQK)WS[)KLM)JIOT1!'!
/';;'%&!%#!<)&#6'&7!Q#.$!,*):3!C#.!-./%!+#%!/#(!(*%&!/))31!'+3!C#.$!6*+)C'$3!C#.!-./%!
+#%!5$.+)7!$

%$I=Q#.!(*::!0#.+%!#,,!/)6)+!/';;'%&!C)'$/1!/)6)+!%*-)/!/)6)+!C)'$/1!'+3!%&)!3'C/!#,!%&)!
/)6)+!/';;'%&!C)'$/!(*::!'-#.+%!%#!cm!C)'$/7!($Q#.!(*::!%&)+!/#.+3!%&)!&#$+!:#.3:C!*+!%&)!
/)6)+%&!-#+%&1!#+!%&)!%)+%&!#,!%&)!-#+%&N!#+!%&)!L'C!#,!?%#+)-)+%1!C#.!/&#.:3!0'./)!
%&)!/#.+3!#,!%&)!&#$+!%#!;)!&)'$3!*+!'::!C#.$!:'+37!&)$0SY)UYQK)QIO`KNWX)KLM)+HKL)XMI[)IOT)
R[S`JINU)JNgM[KX)V!"545W!NO)KLM)JIOT)KS)IJJ)NKQ)NOLIgNKIOKQ7!!K)ZNJJ)gM`SUM)I)<YgNJMM)WS[)XSYV)
IOT)MI`L)SW)XSY)ZNJJ)[MKY[O)KS)LNQ)R[SRM[KX)IOT)MI`L)SW)XSY)QLSYJT)[MKY[O)KS)LNQ)WIUNJXa$
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2$)(!#+!*%/!#(+!,$#-!:),%#6)$!2$'*+!+#$!2'%&)$!%&)!2$'5)/!#,!.+5$.+)3!6*+)/7!&'$"#$!*%!*/!'!
<.;*:))7!@%!*/!%#!;)!&#:C!%#!C#.7!Q#.!-'C!)'%!#+:C!(&'%!%&)!:'+3!5$#3.0)/!;C!*%/):,7)

The Hebrew noun translated as “liberty” is *#3F3, and its meaning is “freedom; 
liberty.” (Kohlenberger and Mounce) The liberty or freedom mentioned in verse 10 
was particularly applied in five areas:  

1)! All Hebrew slaves were set free, regardless of how long they had been slaves. 
2)!  Any land that had been sold, usually because of poverty, was returned to the 

original owners without compensation.  
3)! Forgiveness of sins. The Jubilee started with the Day of Atonement, when 

offerings were given for the sins of the High Priest and his family and for the 
people. 

4)! Even the land experienced freedom, because the Jubilee was a sabbath of 
complete rest for the land. 

5)! There was liberty in the land for all its inhabitants. The entire year was a festival, 
a year of freedom for all the inhabitants, and the whole land had a complete 
rest, as in the sabbath year.  

!"#$1&;20##$*-,$-$5#-+$'/$/+##)'<$/'+$-00$("#$7#'70#4$2($*-,$-$5#-+$'/$
+#,('+-(2'.$'/$-00$("2.3,4$2($*-,$-$5#-+$'/$+#M'2:2.38$B($*-,$#>#.$/+##)'<$
/'+$("#$0-.)$("-($#A7#+2#.:#)$:'<70#(#$+#,(8$

Because Colossians 2:16. 17 says that the Jewish sabbaths are prophetic types; this 
must include the 49th and 50th years, which were also sabbath years. Paul’s words 
are direct evidence that the Jubilee represents prophetic types. 

Is it possible to find other evidence? In connection with the Jewish festivals, we 
found evidence that they are prophetic types in single expressions, such as in the use 
of the word “firstfruits,” and in connection with the Feast of Booths, and in the use 
of “palm greens” and “booths” in Revelation 7 and Leviticus 23:40. In what follows, 
I will present similar clues in connection with the Jubilee. 

!-%.%&,+&"&(4!4.%&"*!,!02,)"$&+"##"!- &

#$330+6 !>=?S&

The law required that the Jews observe the weekly sabbath, and accounts of how 
they did this are found in The Christian Greek Scriptures. In these Scriptures, there 
is also information about the sabbath in a prophetic context. 

I quote Matthew 12:5-8: 
+$G$!&'6)!C#.!+#%!$)'3!*+!%&)!]'(!%&'%!#+!%&)!4';;'%&/!%&)!5$*)/%/!*+!%&)!%)-5:)!6*#:'%)!
%&)!4';;'%&!'+3!0#+%*+.)!2.*:%:)//O!*!5YK)!)KMJJ)XSY)KLIK)QSUMKLNOP)P[MIKM[)KLIO)KLM)KMURJM)
NQ) LM[Ma)#$B#()6)$1! *,! C#.! &'3! .+3)$/%##3! (&'%! %&*/! -)'+/1! =@! ('+%! -)$0C!'+3! +#%!
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/'0$*,*0)1A!C#.!(#.:3!+#%!&'6)!0#+3)-+)3!%&)!2.*:%:)//!#+)/7!) !4S[)KLM)3SO)SW)UIO)NQ).S[T)
SW)KLM)3IggIKL7D!!

How shall we understand the relation of Jesus Christ to the sabbath? We find an 
answer in Galatians 4:4 (above) and Romans 6:16 (below): 

! $8.%! (&)+! %&)! ,.::! :*-*%! #,! %&)! %*-)! '$$*6)31! >#3! /)+%! &*/! 4#+1! (&#! ('/! ;#$+! #,! '!
(#-'+ !'+3!(&#!('/!.+3)$!:'(7 !!

L#+A%!C#.!J+#(!%&'%!(&)+!C#.!#,,)$!C#.$/):6)/!%#!/#-)#+)!%#!#;)C!&*-!'/!/:'6)/1!C#.!
'$)!/:'6)/!%#!%&)!#+)!(&#-!C#.!#;)C[ (&)%&)$!C#.!'$)!/:'6)/!%#!/*+1!(&*0&!:)'3/!%#!3)'%&1!
#$!%#!#;)3*)+0)1!(&*0&!:)'3/!%#!$*2&%)#./+)//O!

Paul says that Jesus “was under the law,” and he also says that when you obey 
someone or something, you are a slave of that one. Because the Law was still valid, 
Jesus had to obey the law. So, he was a slave of the sabbath and not the Lord of the 
sabbath. When Jesus performed miracles on the sabbath, he did not violate the Law, 
but he did violate some extreme sabbath rules that the religious leaders had made. 
The words of Jesus about the temple in Matthew 12:6 may help us understand his 
words about the sabbath, and we read in John 2:19-22: 

&($<)/./!$)5:*)3!%#!%&)-H!IX)'$!3#(+!KLNQ)KMURJM1!'+3!*+!%&$))!3'C/!@!(*::!$'*/)!NK!.57D!') $X&)!
<)(/!%&)+!/'*3H!IX&*/!%)-5:)!('/!;.*:%!*+!cn!C)'$/1!'+3!(*::!C#.!$'*/)!*%!.5!*+!%&$))!3'C/OD!
'&$5YK)LM)ZIQ)KIJcNOP)IgSYK)KLM)KMURJM)SW)LNQ)gSTXa!'' $P&)+1!%&#.2&1!&)!('/!$'*/)3!.5!
,$#-!%&)!3)'31!&*/!3*/0*5:)/!$)0'::)3!%&'%!&)!./)3!%#!/'C!%&*/1!'+3!%&)C!;):*)6)3!%&)!/0$*5%.$)!
'+3!(&'%!<)/./!&'3!/5#J)+7!

The word “temple” in verse 19 is %'/) (masculine singular accusative), and the 
pronoun '&,/% (3rd person masculine singular accusative) is of the same gender, 
number, and case as %'/)6$Linguistically, the English pronoun “it” must refer to the 
literal temple. Nevertheless, Jesus’s reference was not to the literal temple but to “the 
temple of his body”— he would die and be raised after three days.  

When Jesus says in Matthew 12:6, “that something greater than the temple is 
here,” he also refers to “the temple of his body.” Because Jesus was a slave of the 
Law, including the sabbath, it could not rightly be said that he was the Lord of the 
Jewish sabbath. Therefore, “the sabbath” in the same verse must be viewed as in the 
same class as “the temple.” It had to refer to something beyond the literal sabbath. 
This means that there must be a future sabbath that Jesus was referring to, over 
which he is the Lord. And the miracles he made on the literal sabbath would 
foreshadow the bigger actions of the same kind that would occur on this future 
sabbath.  

As a confirmation, I quote Colossians 2:16, 17 one time more: 
&*$X&)$),#$)1! 3#! +#%! :)%! '+C#+)! Y.32)! C#.! ';#.%! (&'%! C#.! )'%! '+3! 3$*+J!#$! ';#.%! %&)!
#;/)$6'+0)!#,!'!,)/%*6':!#$!#,!%&)!+)(!-##+!#$!#,!'!/';;'%&7$&#$X&#/)!%&*+2/!'$)!'!/&'3#(!
#,!%&)!%&*+2/!%#!0#-)1!;.%!%&)!$)':*%C!;):#+2/!%#!%&)!U&$*/%7!!

The words of Jesus and Paul confirm that there is a future antitypical “sabbath” 
of which the Jewish sabbaths, including the yearly sabbaths and the Jubilee. must be 
prophetic types of. 
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I have quoted Exodus 20:8-11, where we learn that the week of six days and the 
sabbath on the seventh day was instituted after the pattern of the creation week 
described in Genesis chapter 1. I claim that the cycle of 7 sabbath years and the 50th 
Jubilee were also based on the pattern of the creation week. The antitypical sabbath, 
of which Jesus is the lord, is the first clue supporting the view that the creation week 
is a prophetic type and pattern of something larger than the weekly workdays and 
the sabbath. 

8%-'B"-?+&/.%"!&+"##"!- &

0+2%+6! !@?>&

Genesis chapter 1 describes six days when Jehovah created humans and animals 
and made the earth habitable for them, and the seventh day when he rested. I quote 
Genesis 2:1-3: 

&!X&./!%&)!&)'6)+/!'+3!%&)!)'$%&!'+3!'::!%&)*$!'$-C!0'-)!%#!%&)*$!0#-5:)%*#+7$'$?+3!;C!%&)!
/)6)+%&!3'C!>#3!0'-)!%#!%&)!0#-5:)%*#+!#,!&*/!(#$J!%&'%!&)!&'3!-'3)1!'+3!&)!5$#0))3)3!
%#!$)/%!#+!%&)!/)6)+%&!3'C!,$#-!'::!&*/!(#$J!%&'%!&)!&'3!-'3)7$"$?+3!>#3!5$#0))3)3!%#!
;:)//!%&)!/)6)+%&!3'C!'+3!-'J)!*%!/'0$)31!;)0'./)!#+!*%!&)!&'/!;))+!$)/%*+2!,$#-!'::!&*/!
(#$J!%&'%!>#3!&'/!0$)'%)3!,#$!%&)!5.$5#/)!#,!-'J*+27  

To rest is a stative verb without any action, and a state continues to hold until 
something, or someone, stops it. The text in Genesis does not tell how long Jehovah 
rested. But we can learn about this in Hebrews chapters 3 and 4. 

The writer tells that God continued to rest during the 40-year-long sojourn of the 
Jews in the desert. He refers to Psalm 95:11, where God says that the people would 
not enter his rest. In the first 11 verses of chapter 4, he shows that God’s rest was 
still holding in the first century CE and that people could enter it. Then the writer 
looked to the future and wrote in Hebrews 4:8, 9: 

%$"#$! *,! <#/&.'!&'3! :)3! %&)-! *+%#! '! 5:'0)! #,! $)/%1!E>#3F!(#.:3! +#%! ',%)$('$3! &'6)!
/5#J)+!#,!'+#%&)$!3'C7!($4#!%&)$)!$)-'*+/!'!/';;'%&!$)/%*+2!V-,DD,.#-'*-W!,#$!%&)!5)#5:)!#,!
>#37!

The Greek word )'++',.)4/) does not refer to the sabbath day, but to the rest 
people can have on the sabbath day. Jehovah’s day of rest, as described in Hebrews, 
had lasted for 4,000 years, and the words that people will be able to enter God’s rest 
in the future show that Jehovah’s day of rest continued to last into the future.  

 So far in the discussion, we have found three mentions of the concept “sabbath” 
that can qualify for being an antitype of the Jewish sabbaths, including the Jubilee: 
the future sabbath of which Jesus is Lord, Jehovah’s sabbath day which had lasted 
more than 4,000 years when Hebrews was written, and the future “sabbath resting” 
mentioned in Hebrews 4:9. Do these refer to the same prophetic sabbath or to 
different prophetic sabbaths? We will see. 
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As we saw in the discussion in chapter 1, there is a clear relationship between 
prophetic types and antitypes. I will now find texts in The Christian Greek Scriptures 
that have clear relationships to the Jubilee. 

In the Jubilee, slaves received their freedom, and land that was sold was returned 
to the original owner without compensation. Even the land had freedom, since it 
experienced complete rest. Because of all this, the Jubilee was a year of liberty and 
rejoicing. Another characteristic of the Jubilee, usually not stressed, was the 
forgiveness of sins connected with the Day of Atonement, which marked the start 
of the Jubilee. I quote Leviticus 16:11, 15, 16: 

&&$I 1I[SO) ZNJJ) R[MQMOK) KLM) gYJJ) SW) KLM) QNO) SWWM[NOPV) ZLN`L) NQ) WS[) LNUQMJWV) IOT) UIcM)
IKSOMUMOK)NO)gMLIJW)SW)LNUQMJW)IOT)LNQ)LSYQMN!',%)$('$3!&)!(*::!/:'.2&%)$!%&)!;.::!#,!%&)!
/*+!#,,)$*+21!(&*0&!*/!,#$!&*-/):,7!$

&+$f,M)ZNJJ)KLMO)QJIYPLKM[)KLM)PSIK)SW)KLM)QNO)SWWM[NOPV)ZLN`L)NQ)WS[)KLM)RMSRJMV)IOT)g[NOP)
NKQ)gJSST)NOQNTM)KLM)`Y[KINO)IOT)TS)ZNKL)NKQ)gJSST)KLM)QIUM)IQ)LM)TNT)ZNKL)KLM)gYJJ@Q)gJSSTe)
LM)NQ)KS)QRIKKM[)NK)KSZI[T)KLM)`S\M[)IOT)gMWS[M)KLM)`S\M[a$&*$IB)!-./%!-'J)!'%#+)-)+%!,#$!
%&)!&#:C!5:'0)!0#+0)$+*+2!%&)!'0%/!#,!.+0:)'++)//!#,!%&)!@/$'):*%)/!'+3!0#+0)$+*+2!%&)*$!
%$'+/2$)//*#+/!'+3!%&)*$!/*+/1!'+3!%&'%!*/!(&'%!&)!/&#.:3!3#!,#$!%&)!%)+%!#,!-))%*+21!(&*0&!
*/!:#0'%)3!'-#+2!%&)-!*+!%&)!-*3/%!#,!%&)*$!'0%/!#,!.+0:)'++)//7!

The bull, which was the offering for the sin of the high priest and his family, was 
a prophetic type of Jesus’ sacrifice for his 144,000 anointed followers who will be 
kings and priests. The goat, which was the offering for the sins of the people, was a 
prophetic type of Jesus’ sacrifice for all Adam’s descendants.$& 

The Jubilee started on the Day of Atonement on the 10th day of the autumn 
month Tishri. On that day, all the Israelites in the land started the Jubilee year with 
freedom from sin, freedom from slavery, and with the restoration of all their 
properties. 

The antitypical fulfillment of the Jubilee is not about freedom from human slavery 
or the restoration of property. But “the reality (the antitype) belongs to Christ,” 
according to Colossians 2:17. This means that the antitype relates to the application 
of the ransom sacrifice and the release from slavery to sin and death for the two 
different groups that the bull and the goat offered on the Day of Atonement were 
prophetic types of. And the Jubilee will bring the restoration of all things that the 
prophets of the Hebrew Scriptures have spoken about. (Acts 3:19-21) 

4%++(/#'$)(',*2+%3&'4/%'$,,'30+'.+/.,+ '

 
cn7!4))!5'2)/!bhSb̀ !(&)$)!%&)!'+%*%C5*0':!,.:,*::-)+%/!#,!%&)!%';)$+'0:)1!%&)!5$*)/%/1!'+3!%&)!

#,,)$*+2/!'$)!3*/0.//)37!
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Paul’s words show that the different sides of the Jubilee were prophetic types of 
different aspects of the ransom sacrifice of Jesus and its application. I will consider 
the Hebrew and Greek words for liberty, and I quote Leviticus 25:10: 

&)$Q#.!-./%!/'+0%*,C!%&)!`a%&!C)'$!'+3!5$#0:'*-!:*;)$%C!VB);$)(H!!"5451!>$))JH!,:"-#-W!*+!%&)!
:'+3!%#!'::!*%/!*+&';*%'+%/7!@%!(*::!;)0#-)!'!<.;*:))!,#$!C#.1!'+3!)'0&!#,!C#.!(*::!$)%.$+!%#!
&*/!5$#5)$%C!'+3!)'0&!#,!C#.!/&#.:3!$)%.$+!%#!&*/!,'-*:C7 

The Hebrew noun translated as “liberty” is *#3F3, the same word used with the 
meaning “liberty” in connection with the release of the Hebrew slaves in the Jubilee. 
The Greek Septuagint translates *#3F3 with '0#).), as it does in the account of the 
Jubilee in Leviticus 25:10. 

The word '0#).) has the meaning “forgiveness; cancellation (of sins); release (of 
prisoners). (UBS Lexicon) The noun '0#).) is used 18 times in The Christian Greek 
Scriptures. Fourteen of these refer to the forgiveness of sins, and two refer to the 
release of something. According to Luke 4:17-18, Jesus used the word '0#).) twice in 
a quotation from Isaiah 61:1-2. However, the “prisoners” ('.<"4'-F,/) ) for which 
Jesus proclaimed freedom were prisoners who were taken in war, while !"" the 
Israelites experienced freedom in the Jubilee. Therefore, Jesus did not speak about 
the antitypical Jubilee. 

But Paul evidently had the antitypical Jubilee in mind when he wrote his letter to 
the Romans. I quote Romans 8:1, 2: 

&$X&)$),#$)1!%&#/)!*+!.+*#+!(*%&!U&$*/%!<)/./!&'6)!+#!0#+3)-+'%*#+7$'$"#$!%&)!:'(!#,!%&)!
/5*$*%!%&'%!2*6)/!:*,)!*+!.+*#+!(*%&!U&$*/%!<)/./!LIQ)QMK)XSY)W[MM!V"/"1.("5*4W!W[SU)KLM)JIZ)SW)
QNO)IOT)SW)TMIKL7!!

Paul did not use the Greek noun '0#).) in verse 2 with reference to the freedom in 
the antitypical Jubilee. But he used the verb #-#&,"#3/F with a similar meaning. 

The verb #-#&,"#3/F in verse 2 has the meaning “to cause someone to be set free or 
to be released” (Louw and Nida), and the corresponding noun #-#&#,"#3.'$in verses 19 
and 21 means “the state of being free.” The noun '0#).) that is used in Leviticus 25:10 
for the freedom in the Jubilee means “the process of setting free or liberating.” 
(Louw and Nida) Thus, the use of '0#).) in Leviticus, focuses on $%&# /4-3&**#of 
becoming free, which is proclaimed, while #-#&,"#3.' in Romans focuses on $%&#4&*1"$, 
the state of being free. Thus, the two words point to exactly the same thing, the state 
of being free, but from two different angles. 

To whom did Paul address his letters? To anointed followers of Jesus who would 
receive a heavenly resurrection and who would be priests and kings in the heavenly 
kingdom. We read in Romans 8:16, 17: 

&*!X&)!/5*$*%!*%/):,!;)'$/!(*%+)//!(*%&!#.$!/5*$*%!%&'%!()!'$)!>#3A/!0&*:3$)+7$&#$@,1!%&)+1!()!
'$)!0&*:3$)+1!()!'$)!':/#!&)*$/[ &)*$/!*+3))3!#,!>#31!;.%!Y#*+%!&)*$/!(*%&!U&$*/%[ 5$#6*3)3!
()!/.,,)$!%#2)%&)$!/#!%&'%!()!-'C!':/#!;)!2:#$*,*)3!%#2)%&)$7  

These anointed followers of Jesus, who were spiritual Israelites, as the letter to the 
Romans stresses, were set free (#-#&,"#3/F), just as all Israelites were set free in the 
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Jubilee. From what were these anointed Christians set free? Romans 6:17, 23 say that 
the members of the congregation in Rome had been slaves to sin and death. And 
verse 2 in chapter 8 says that through Jesus Christ, they had been *&$#64&& (#-#&,"#3/F) 
64-,#*'(#!(5#5&!$%. 

The bull that was offered on the Day of Atonement, which took away the sins of 
the high priest and his family, was a prophetic type of how the ransom sacrifice was 
applied for the anointed followers of Jesus with the heavenly hope. But the goat that 
was offered for the people on the Day of Atonement was a prophetic type of all 
other descendants of Adam who would receive the benefits of Jesus’ ransom 
sacrifice. Let us look at the antitype of these offerings by quoting Romans 8:18-21: 

&%$"#$!@!0#+/*3)$!%&'%!%&)! /.,,)$*+2/!#,!%&)!5$)/)+%!%*-)!3#!+#%! '-#.+%!%#! '+C%&*+2!*+!
0#-5'$*/#+!(*%&!%&)!2:#$C!%&'%!*/!2#*+2!%#!;)!$)6)':)3!*+!./7&($"#$!%&)!0$)'%*#+!*/!('*%*+2!
(*%&! )'2)$! )K5)0%'%*#+! ,#$! %&)! $)6)':*+2! #,! %&)! /#+/! #,! >#37!') $"#$! %&)! 0$)'%*#+! ('/!
/.;Y)0%)3!%#!,.%*:*%C!V',.,#*.3-W1!+#%!;C!*%/!#(+!(*::1!;.%!%&$#.2&!%&)!#+)!(&#!/.;Y)0%)3!*%1!
#+! %&)! ;'/*/! #,! &#5)!'&$%&'%! %&)! 0$)'%*#+! *%/):,!ZNJJ) IJQS) gM) QMK) W[MM)V"/"1.("5*4W! W[SU)
MOQJI\MUMOK!V!*1/"#,W!%#!0#$$.5%*#+!V:.(*5,W!'+3!LI\M)KLM)PJS[NSYQ)W[MMTSU!V"/"1.("5#,W!SW)KLM)
`LNJT[MO)SW)/ST7!!

I have shown that the Romans were anointed followers of Jesus who had been 
declared righteous and released from sin and death, and that this was the antitype of 
the bull offered on the Day of Atonement. However, the antitype of the goat offered 
for the sins of the people was all the sins of the descendants of Adam, who were 
bought by Jesus and would receive the benefit of his ransom sacrifice. These are 
mentioned in Romans 8:18-21, which is quoted above: 

These are described with the Greek noun <,.).) (“the creation”). They have not 
been anointed with God’s spirit, and they are subjected to futility (4#,'./,E)). They are 
also slaves under sin and death, as the anointed followers of Jesus were. And Paul 
stresses another side of their slavery, namely “futility.”  

What does that mean?  The noun 4','./,E) means “vanity, folly, futility,” (Mounce) 
and “pertaining to being useless on the basis of being futile and lacking in content.” 
Louw and Nida) The noun 0,"/3' means “corruption, decay, ruin, corruptibility, 
mortality,” (Mounce) and “to rot or decay, in reference to organic matter.” (Louw 
and Nida) 

When Adam and Eve sinned, their perfect nature was destroyed, and they became 
imperfect sinners, something their children inherited. It could be said that they were 
“subjected to futility” because they, on the basis of the laws of heredity, became 
imperfect sinners, and they would in time die. However, Paul says that “they were 
subjected to futility…-(#$%&#2!*'*#-6#%-/&.” 

Jehovah God could have killed Adam and Eve and created two new humans. In 
that case, you and I would not have been born because we are descendants of Adam 
and Eve. Instead of killing Adam and Eve, God let their descendants “be subjected 
to futility,” and this was done “on the basis of hope.” God let the descendants of 
Adam and Eve be born as imperfect sinners into a world with suffering and death to 
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give each of them the opportunity to become perfect in the future, as Adam and Eve 
originally were, and give them the opportunity to live forever. 

The first expression of this hope is Genesis 3:15: 
&+!?+3!@!(*::!5.%!)+-*%C!;)%())+!C#.!'+3!%&)!(#-'+ !'+3!;)%())+!C#.$!#,,/5$*+2!'+3!&)$!
#,,/5$*+27!B)!(*::!0$./&!C#.$!&)'31!'+3!C#.!(*::!/%$*J)!&*-!*+!%&)!&)):7D 

The hope was connected with the action of the seed of the woman who should 
crush the head of the serpent. What the scripture really meant is in The Christian 
Greek Scriptures said to be !#*!34&5#*&34&$. Moses and the prophets were inspired by 
God to write different things that illuminated different sides of the first prophecy — 
they lay down “threads” that were not immediately understood. And the meaning of 
the prophecy was still a secret. 

Peter speaks of the salvation of those to whom he addressed his first letter, and 
we read in 1 Peter 1:10-12: 

&)!U#+0)$+*+2!%&*/!/':6'%*#+1!%&)!5$#5&)%/!(&#!5$#5&)/*)3!';#.%!%&)!.+3)/)$6)3!J*+3+)//!
-)'+%! ,#$! C#.! -'3)! '! 3*:*2)+%! *+T.*$C!V"$W".34W!'+3! '! 0'$),.:! /)'$0&7! &&!#LMX) cMRK) SO)
NO\MQKNPIKNOP)ZLIK)RI[KN`YJI[)KNUM)V$,#5*-W!S[)ZLIK)QMIQSO)KLM)QRN[NK)ZNKLNO)KLMU)ZIQ)
NOTN`IKNOP)`SO`M[ONOP)(L[NQK)IQ)NK)KMQKNWNMT)gMWS[MLIOT) IgSYK)KLM)QYWWM[NOPQ)UMIOK)WS[)
(L[NQK)IOT)IgSYK)KLM)PJS[X)KLIK)ZSYJT)WSJJSZa!!&'!@%!('/!$)6)':)3!%#!%&)-!%&'%!%&)C!()$)!
-*+*/%)$*+21!+#%!%#!%&)-/):6)/1!;.%!%#!C#.1!$)2'$3*+2!(&'%!&'/!+#(!;))+!'++#.+0)3!%#!
C#.!;C!%&#/)!(&#!3)0:'$)3!%&)!2##3!+)(/!%#!C#.!(*%&!&#:C!/5*$*%!/)+%!,$#-!&)'6)+7!@+%#!
KLMQM)\M[X)KLNOPQV)IOPMJQ)I[M)TMQN[NOP)KS)RMM[7 

The prophets knew that the first prophecy indicated hope for the future. And they 
made diligent inquiries to understand the purpose of God. Even the angels desired 
to understand God’s purpose.$'  

There is one important Greek word in the quotation, namely <'.3/) (“specific time, 
appointed time”)  

!"#$7+'7"#(,$&.)#+,('')$("-($("#$,&k#+2.3$'/$`"+2,($-.)$("#$30'+5$("-($
*'&0)$/'00'*$*'&0)$'::&+$-($-.$-77'2.(#)$(2<#!")"'#$&#%!

According to Hebrews 10:1 “the Law has a shadow of the good things to come.” 
The part of the Law that particularly stresses $%&#%-/& for the creation that “was 
subjected to futility” (Romans 8:20) is the Jubilee with liberty of all inhabitants of the 
land. 

I will now return to the words of Paul and show that Romans 8:20, 21 presents 
the antitypical Jubilee:   

&%$"#$!@!0#+/*3)$!%&'%!%&)! /.,,)$*+2/!#,!%&)!5$)/)+%!%*-)!3#!+#%! '-#.+%!%#! '+C%&*+2!*+!
0#-5'$*/#+!(*%&!%&)!2:#$C!%&'%!*/!2#*+2!%#!;)!$)6)':)3!*+!./7&($"#$!%&)!0$)'%*#+!*/!('*%*+2!
(*%&! )'2)$! )K5)0%'%*#+! ,#$! %&)! $)6)':*+2! #,! %&)! /#+/! #,! >#37!') $"#$! %&)! 0$)'%*#+! ('/!
/.;Y)0%)3!%#!,.%*:*%C!V',.,#*.3-W1!+#%!;C!*%/!#(+!(*::1!;.%!%&$#.2&!%&)!#+)!(&#!/.;Y)0%)3!*%1!

 
cj 7!?+!'+':C/*/!#,!>#3A/!/'0$)3!/)0$)%!'+3!*%/!$):'%*#+!%#!%&)!,*$/%!5$#5&)0C!*/!,#.+3!*+!%&)!

'$%*0:)1!IX&)!'55#*+%)3!%*-)/!#,!%&)!2$)'%!<.;*:))![ !X&)!/'0$)3!/)0$)%!#,!>#3A/!'3-*+*/%$'%*#+7D!
&%%5/Hqq-C;):#6)3$):*2*#+7+#qhahnqajqbiqhbgimq!
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#+!%&)!;'/*/!#,!&#5)!'&$%&'%!%&)!0$)'%*#+!*%/):,!ZNJJ)IJQS)gM)QMK)W[MM)W[SU)MOQJI\MUMOK!V!*1/"#,W!
KS)`S[[YRKNSO!V:.(*5,W!'+3!LI\M)KLM)PJS[NSYQ)W[MMTSU!V"/"1.("5#,W!SW)KLM)`LNJT[MO)SW)/ST7!!

We have seen that the children of God with the heavenly hope were slaves of sin 
and death, from which they were set free as an antitype of the slaves that were set 
free in the Jubilee. However, “the creation,” which refers to all Adam’s descendants 
who were bought by Jesus, will experience another freedom. Q%&.#+'""#@2&#*&$#64&&#
64-,#&(*"!;&,&($#$-#3-441/$'-(.” 

This means that there will come a time when their fleshly bodies, which at present 
are imperfect and decaying and lead to death, will become perfect like the fleshly 
bodies of Adam and Eve before they sinned. For “the creation,” the descendants of 
Adam, this is the antitype of all the inhabitants in Israel who received their freedom 
in the Jubilee. 

!"#$%&U('&!3%&"-/0/*+%,&12&/3%&>8#0$%%&"7716.0-D&/1&V1:"-, &

!67%AKK7:8@9%AK%<67%L>FF%KA:%<67%;8@;%
AK%<67%6896%?:87;<%C@B%68;%KCM8FG=%

!67% :C@;AM% ;CH:8K8H7% C??F87B% KA:% <67% RSSNTTT%
C@A8@<7B%A@7;%D6A%D8FF%L7%X8@9;%C@B%?:87;<;=%

!67% AKK7:8@9% AK% <67% 9AC<% KA:% <67%
;8@;%AK%<67%?7A?F7=%

!67% :C@;AM% ;CH:8K8H7% C??F87B% KA:% CFF% &BCMd;%
B7;H7@BC@<;=%

% %
&FF%;FCE7;%:7H78E7B%<678:%K:77BAM%8@%
<67%0>L8F77=%%

f C(L[NQK)<MQYQE%LIQ)QMK)XSY)W[MM!W[SU)KLM)JIZ)SW)QNO)IOT)
SW)TMIKLad%V^#-'+/!gHhW%

!67 %RSSNTTT% C@A8@<7B%KAFFAD7:;% AK% 07;>;%C:7%@7D%
H:7C<8A@;%C@B%D8FF%:7H78E7%C%67CE7@FG%:7;>::7H<8A@=%

&FF%8@6CL8<C@<;%:7H78E7B% <678:%
K:77BAM%8@%<67%0>L8F77=%

e#LM) `[MIKNSO) NKQMJW! ZNJJ) IJQS) gM) QMK) W[MM)W[SU)
MOQJI\MUMOK!KS)`S[[YRKNSOd)V^#-'+/!gHhbW!!

!67% LAB87;% AK%&BCMd;% B7;H7@BC@<;%D8FF% L7HAM7%
?7:K7H<%C@B%K:77%K:AM%;8@%B>:8@9%<67%<6A>;C@B`G7C:%
:789@%AK%07;>;%+6:8;<N%<67%C@<8<G?8HCF%0>L8F77=%

The prophetic antitypes to the different events in the Jubilee, that have been 
discussed in this section and in Table 9:1, corresponds to the words of Paul in 
Colossians 2:16, 17 that the festivals and sabbaths in Israel were prophetic types, and 
the antitypes are connected with Jesus Christ. 

/"!-%.,*/&"$$&!-,*/+&!'/%!-%.&"/",*&,*&
!-%&)-.,+! &

+.0+!*$)!'>?>N &

I am discussing clues showing that the Jubilee in Israel is a prophetic type of 
greater things to come in connection with Jesus Christ, and I quote Ephesians 1:7-
10 

#$8C!-)'+/!#,!&*-!()!&'6)!%&)!$):)'/)!;C!$'+/#-!%&$#.2&!%&)!;:##3!#,!%&'%!#+)1!C)/1!%&)!
,#$2*6)+)//!#,!E#.$F!%$)/5'//)/1!'00#$3*+2!%#!%&)!$*0&)/!#,!&*/!.+3)/)$6)3!J*+3+)//7!%$X&*/!
&)!0'./)3!%#!';#.+3!%#('$3!./!*+!'::!(*/3#-!'+3! 2##3!/)+/)!($*+!%&'%!&)!-'3)!J+#(+!%#!
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./! %&)! /'0$)3! /)0$)%!#,! &*/! (*::7! @%! */! '00#$3*+2! %#! &*/! 2##3! 5:)'/.$)! %&'%! &)! &*-/):,!
5.$5#/)3!&)$,#$! '+! '3-*+*/%$'%*#+!V*#$*%*'#,W!'%!%&)! ,.::! :*-*%!V)/"5*', W!#,!%&)! '55#*+%)3!
%*-)/!V$,#5*-W1!+'-):C )KS)PIKLM[)IJJ)KLNOPQ)KSPMKLM[!V,%,$":,/,#*4W!IPINO%*+!%&)!U&$*/%V)KLM)
KLNOPQ)NO)KLM)LMI\MOQ)IOT)KLM)KLNOPQ)SO)KLM)MI[KLa!

There are some similarities between this text and Romans 8:18-21 that are 
discussed in the previous section. 

30+'*#./%3$)1+'/4'$)'$11"%$3+'3%$)!,$3*/) '

The full understanding of the quoted text hinges on the understanding of one 
single word. The NWT84 includes the adverb “!)!'( ” in the expression “to gather 
all things together !)!'( .” But NWT13 and many other translations do not include 
this adverb. 

The reason why this adverb is so important is that when it is included, the 
gathering of all things refers to a situation where there previously was unity between 
heaven and earth. If the adverb is deleted, there is no relationship between the words 
of Paul and the past. 

I will show in what follows that there are strong linguistic reasons for the use of 
the adverb “!)!'( .” 

As mentioned, many translations omit the adverb “!)!'( ”. But the Latin Vulgate 
(above), the Douay-Rheims Catholic Bible (middle), and Jubilee Bible 2000 (below) 
have a rendering like NWT84: 

&)$*+!3*/5)+/'%*#+)-!5:)+*%.3*+*/!%)-5#$.-!NOQKIY[I[M!VI[MQKS[MDW!#-+*'!*+!U&$*/%#!T.')!
*+!0'):*/!)%!T.')!*+!%)$$'!/.+%!*+!*5/#!
&)$@+!%&)!3*/5)+/'%*#+!#,!%&)!,.:+)//!#,!%*-)/1!%#![MFMQKIgJNQL!'::!%&*+2/!*+!U&$*/%1!%&'%!'$)!*+!
&)'6)+!'+3!#+!)'$%&1!*+!&*-7!!
&)$%&'%!*+!%&)!3*/5)+/'%*#+!#,!%&)!,.:,*::-)+%!#,!%&)!%*-)/!&)!-*2&%![MQKS[M!'::!%&*+2/!;C!%&)!
U&$*/%1!;#%&!%&#/)!(&*0&!'$)!*+!&)'6)+!'+3!%&#/)!(&*0&!'$)!#+!)'$%&1!

The question is what the real meaning of the verb '%'<#0'-'./F is. Applying the 
principles of lexical semantics, we find that the use of “!)!'( ” has a solid basis. 
Prepositions are often added as prefixes to Greek nouns and verbs to strengthen the 
meaning or stress a particular side of the meaning. The preposition '%', which is the 
prefix of !(! <#0'-'./F7 often has a distributive or repetitive meaning, as in: 

 '%'<'.%.TF (“renew”).  

'%'<'.%/F (renew, change”). 

 '%'<'.%F).) (“renewal”). 

 '%'<'45,F (“return”).  

$'%'%#/F (“renew”). 

 '%'%#0F (“to regain senses”).  
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'%'),'&3/F (“fasten to a pole again”) 

 This repetitive meaning of '%'<#0'-'./F has long been known by scholars. John 
Wesley founded the Methodist movement. In 1765, he published his verse-by-verse 
comments on the Old Testament and the New Testament. I quote from Wesley’s 
notes on Ephesians 1:10: 

X&'%!*+!%&)!3*/5)+/'%*#+!#,!%&)!,.::+)//!#,!%&)!%*-)/!S!@+!%&*/!:'/%!'3-*+*/%$'%*#+!#,!>#3|/!
,.::)/%!2$'0)1!(&*0&!%##J!5:'0)!(&)+!%&)!%*-)!'55#*+%)3!('/!,.::C!0#-)7!,M)UNPLK)PIKLM[)
KSPMKLM[)NOKS)SOM)NO)(L[NQK)F);NPLK)[M`IRNKYJIKMV)[M)F)YONKMV)IOT)RJI`M)NO)S[TM[)IPINO)YOTM[)
(L[NQKV)KLMN[)`SUUSO),MITa)?::!%&*+2/!(&*0&!'$)!*+!&)'6)+1!'+3!#+!)'$%&!S!?::!'+2):/!'+3!
-)+1!(&)%&)$!:*6*+2!#$!3)'31!*+!%&)!]#$37!

Following are three recent quotations. !"#/-/;.('-$Y.(,./%'38$/0$,"#$V#9 !#),'4#%,7$vol. 
III, page 682, has the following comments on the verb '%'<#0'-'./F: 

@$)+7!E@$)+')./1! 07!bia![ !07!haa!Ur1!U&.$0&! ,'%&)$F! ./)3!,%,$,:,/,#*4!*+!%&)! /)+/)! #,!
2'%&)$*+2!%#2)%&)$1!/.--'%*#+7!3NO`M)M\M[X)QYUUIKNSO)NURJNMQ)I)cNOT)SW)[MRMKNKNSOV)KLM)
ZS[T)UIX)QSUMKNUMQ)LI\M)KLM)TN[M`K)QMOQM)SW)fKS)[MRMIKad)#LM)IOIF)KLYQ)IQQYUMQ)IO)
NKM[IKN\M)QMOQM)ZLN`L)NK)TSMQ)OSK)LI\M)MJQMZLM[MZ?5/*+)/!E'!>$))J!5&*:#/#5&)$!*+!%&)!
i$3! 0)+%.$C! UrF! ./)3!,%,$,:,/,#*4! (*%&! $),)$)+0)! %#! %&)! $)5)%*%*#+! #,! '+! )6)+%7! X&)!
5"?,)#.1/,5"!*+!@$)+7!E@$)+')./F!*/! ':/#!%#!;)!.+3)$/%##3!*+!%&)!,*$/%!*+/%'+0)!'/!$)5)%*%*#+1!
%&#.2&! *%! */! %#! ;)! +#%)3! %&'%! *%! /.-/! .5! %&)! #$*2*+':! '+3! */! %&./! T.':*%'%*6)Z@+! %&*/!
/.--'%*#+1!&#()6)$1!%&)!5$#-*+)+%!):)-)+%!-'C!;)1!+#%!%&'%!#,!$)5)%*%*#+1!;.%!%&'%!#,!
%&)!' } *$-'%*#+!'+3!0#+,*$-'%*#+!*-5:*)3!*+!$)5)%*%*#+7!

We note the comment on the preposition '%' (“up, upon, on”), which often is 
used in an iterative sense (= expressing repetition of a verbal action). The use of this 
preposition with an iterative meaning at the beginning of the verb !(! <#0'-'./F could 
signal the repetitive meaning of doing again, the argument goes.  

One example is Romans13:9, where the commandments have been expressed 
before, and now they are summed up again ('%'<#0'-'./F) in the saying, “You must 
love your neighbor as yourself.” The commentator A.S. Wood in `5"#).'%) in !"#$
`15/).,/3O)$2.+-#$L/44#%,'38 (1978) Vol. 11, page 26, also stresses the repetitive nature 
of the verb: 

X&)!6)$;!,%,$":,/,#*4!VI%#!;$*+2!%#2)%&)$DW!UMIOQ)KS)QYU)YR)KSPMKLM[)IPINO!V^#-!biHmW7!
@%!*/!3)$*6)3!+#%!,$#-!$":,/3!VI'!&)'3DW!;.%!,$#-!$")(,/,#*%!V'!/.--'$C1!#$!/.-!%#%':DW7!
P&)+!'!0#:.-+!#,!,*2.$)/!('/!'33)3!.51!%&)!%#%':!('/!5:'0)3!'%!%&)!%#57!

Several commentators of Ephesians also argue in favor of the repetitive meaning 
of 1:10. ='-',.'%)$'%*$`5"#).'%) in Meyer’s Commentary on the New Testament (1883, 
1979), page 322, says in comments on Ephesians 1:10: 

U#+/)T.)+%:C!,%,$":,/,#*4@0-1'',.#'05"?*//#+"5"1! I$)0'5*%.:'%)! /.--'$*:C1D!(&*0&!*/! /'*3!*+!
^#-! K***! m! #,! %&'%! (&*0&! &'/! ;))+! 5$)6*#./:C! )K5$)//)3!-#%+1/,.#'1! I*+3*6*3.'::C1D! *+!
/)5'$'%)!5'$%/1!;.%!+#(!*/!'2'*+!2'%&)$)3!.5!*+!#+)!-'*+!5#*+%1!/#!%&'%!'%!^#-7!/\"!"%0.*1.*0
.*0/*+*!3)+#%)/!%&'%!-'*+!5#*+%!*+!(&*0&!%&)!2'%&)$*+2!.5!*/!0#+%'*+)37!?+3!LM[M)KLNQ)UINO)
RSNOK)SW)PIKLM[NOP)YR)IPINOV)YONWXNOP)IJJ)KLM)RI[KQ1!:*)/!#%0I(5#-.7!
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The four quotations above show that the use of the adverbial “!)!'( ” in NWT84 
has a solid linguistic basis. I do not know why the translators of NWT13 deleted this 
important word. However, a characteristic of this translation is that the subtleties and 
nuances of the original text are often overlooked and poorly rendered in English. 

The words of Paul in Ephesians 1:10, “to gather all things together !)!'(  in the 
Christ” must refer to the situation before Satan’s rebellion. There was peace in 
heaven because all spirit creatures served Jehovah. And it was peace in the garden of 
Eden because the two humans obeyed the laws of God.  

!"2,$,2(&-(2'.$*200$-3-2. $;#$#,(-;02,"#)$("+'&3"$("#$`"+2,($c $-.)$("2,$
2,$ ("#$ ,-<#$-,$ ("#$+#,('+-(2'.$ '/$ -00$("2.3,$<#.(2'.#)$ ;5$("#$a#;+#*$
7+'7"#(,8!

30+'$)3*3&.+!'/4'30+'5"2*,++' $11/%(*)8'3/'
+.0+!*$)! '

I will now look at the details in the words of Paul, and I quote Ephesians 1:7-10 
#$8C!-)'+/!#,!&*-!()!&'6)!%&)!$):)'/)!;C!$'+/#-!%&$#.2&!%&)!;:##3!#,!%&'%!#+)1!C)/1!%&)!
,#$2*6)+)//!#,!E#.$F!%$)/5'//)/1!'00#$3*+2!%#!%&)!$*0&)/!#,!&*/!.+3)/)$6)3!J*+3+)//7!%$X&*/!
&)!0'./)3!%#!';#.+3!%#('$3!./!*+!'::!(*/3#-!'+3! 2##3!/)+/)!($*+!%&'%!LM)UITM)cOSZO)KS)
YQ)KLM) QI`[MT) QM`[MK)SW) LNQ) ZNJJa)@%! */! '00#$3*+2! %#! &*/! 2##3! 5:)'/.$)! %&'%! &)! &*-/):,!
5.$5#/)3!&)$,#$! '+! '3-*+*/%$'%*#+!V*#$*%*'#,W! '%!%&)! ,.::! :*-*%!V)/"5*', W!#,!%&)! '55#*+%)3!
%*-)/!V$,#5*-W1!+'-):C!KS)PIKLM[)IJJ)KLNOPQ)KSPMKLM[!V,%,$":,/,#*4W!IPINO!*+!%&)!U&$*/%1!KLM)
KLNOPQ)NO)KLM)LMI\MOQ)IOT)KLM)KLNOPQ)SO)KLM)MI[KL7!

I have now established that the adverb “!)!'( ” has its rightful place in verse 10, 
and therefore, we can understand the words of Paul. Before Adam and Eve sinned, 
there was unity between Jehovah and the angels in heaven and the two humans on 
the earth. The rebellion by Satan and the two humans destroyed this unity, but Paul 
says that this unity will !)!'(  be established “in the Christ.”  

This prophecy is related to the first prophecy, in Genesis 3:15, about the seed of 
the woman who would crush the head of the serpent. This prophecy had been !  
*!34&5#*&34&$ (48),#3./%) for 4,000 years. First Peter 1: 11 spoke about the prophets 
that “they were inquiring about which and what kind of appointed time (<'.3/)) the 
spirit in them was prophesying about regarding Christ.” (my translation) The 
prophets did not understand the sacred secret about the fulfillment of Genesis 3:15, 
and neither did the angels, according to Peter. 

However, Ephesians 1:9 in the quotation above says that “he made known to us 
$%&#*!34&5#*&34&$ of his will.” And one side of the sacred secret was God’s will “to 
gather all things together ('%'<#0'-'./F) !)!'(  in the Christ, the things in the heavens 
and the things on the earth.” This means that the seed of the woman in the first 
prophecy is Jesus Christ. 

The gathering together of all things in heaven and earth means unity, but the 
words of Paul in Ephesians 1:10 does not give any details about this gathering and 
this unity. But in Colossians 1:20 he uses some words that both connect the unity 



 178 

with the first prophecy in Genesis 3:15 and with the Jubilee. I quote Colossians 1:20-
22:  

')$'+3!%&$#.2&!&*-!%#![M`SO`NJM)IPINO!V,)*$,.,/,--4 W!%#!&*-/):,!'::!E#%&)$F!%&*+2/!;C!-'J*+2!
5)'0) !%&$#.2&!%&)!;:##3!E&)!/&)3F!#+!%&)!%#$%.$)!/%'J)1!+#!-'%%)$!(&)%&)$!%&)C!'$)!%&)!
%&*+2/! .5#+! %&)! )'$%&! #$! %&)! %&*+2/! *+! %&)! &)'6)+/7!'&$!@+3))31!QGR!(&#! ()$)! #+0)!
':*)+'%)3!'+3!)+)-*)/! ;)0'./) !QGR^!-*+3/!()$)!#+!%&)!(#$J/!%&'%!()$)!(*0J)31$''$ &)!
+#(!&'/! IPINO)[M`SO`NJMT!V,)*$,.,/,--4 W!;C!-)'+/!#,!%&'%!#+)A/!,:)/&:C!;#3C!%&$#.2&!E&*/F!
3)'%&1!*+!#$3)$!%#!5$)/)+%!QGR!&#:C!'+3!.+;:)-*/&)3!'+3!#5)+!%#!+#!'00./'%*#+!;),#$)!
&*-7!

The basic idea in the quoted verses is reconciliation, expressed by the Greek words 
<','-'))F  and '5/<','-'))F . The meaning of <','-'))F  in Classical Greek was “the 
restoration of the original understanding between people after hostility or 
displeasure.” In The Christian Greek Scriptures, the meaning of '5/<','-'))F  is “to 
reestablish proper friendly interpersonal relations after these have been disrupted or 
broken. (Louw and Nida).  

This definition indicates that there were friendly relations between two parties. 
These friendly relations were broken, but now these friendly relations have been 
reestablished. This definition justifies the use of the adverb !)!'(  in the rendering 
“4&3-(3'"&#!)!'( ” in Colossians 1:20. 

The English word “reconcile” can be defined in different ways, and to stress that 
reconciliation is the restoration of something broken — Adam and Eve had a 
peaceful, harmonious relationship with Jehovah before they sinned — NWT84 uses 
the adverb !)!'(  in Colossians 1:20.  This corresponds with the expression “to 
gather all things together !)!'( ” in Ephesians 1:10. 

According to Romans 8:18-21, that was discussed in the last section, “the sons of 
God” who will reign with Jesus in the heavens, and “the creation,” Adam’s 
descendants, who will live on the earth when it becomes a paradise, will receive the 
glorious freedom of the children of God. The same two groups are mentioned in 
Colossians 1:20. Paul says that “the things in heaven” will be reconciled with God. 
The angels need no reconciliation, and therefore, “the things in heaven” must refer 
to the 144,000 anointed followers of Jesus who will reign with him in heaven. And 
“the things upon the earth” must refer to those who look forward to living forever 
on the earth. These two groups will be gathered together !)!'(  in the Christ,” 
according to Ephesians 1:10. 

It is interesting that both the reconciliation !)!'(  of “the things upon the earth or 
the things in the heavens” (Colossians 1:20) and “to gather all things together !)!'(  
in Christ, the things in the heavens and the things on the earth.” (Ephesians 1:10) are 
aspects of the sacred secret, and therefore, are the fulfillment of the first prophecy 
in Genesis 3:15. I quote Colossians 1:26 (above) and Ephesians 1:8, 9 (below): 

'* !KLM)QI`[MT)QM`[MK!V'&-.35#*%W!%&'%!('/!&*33)+!,$#-!%&)!5'/%!/C/%)-/!#,!%&*+2/!'+3!,$#-!
%&)!5'/%!2)+)$'%*#+/7!8.%!+#(!*%!&'/!;))+!-'3)!-'+*,)/%!%#!&*/!&#:C!#+)/1!
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%$X&*/!&)!0'./)3!%#! ';#.+3!%#('$3! ./! *+! '::! (*/3#-!'+3!2##3! /)+/)1!(!*+!%&'%!&)! -'3)!
J+#(+!%#!./!KLM)QI`[MT)QM`[MK!V'&-.35#*%W!#,!&*/!(*::7!@%!*/!'00#$3*+2!%#!&*/!2##3!5:)'/.$)!
(&*0&!&)!5.$5#/)3!*+!&*-/):,7 

We have seen how the prophecies about the gathering together of those with a 
heavenly hope and those with an earthly hope as one group in Christ and that God 
reconciles both groups with himself is connected with the first prophecy in Genesis 
3:15 because both prophecies are a part of $%&#*!34&5#*&34&$. 

I will now connect these prophecies with the freedom for all slaves and the liberty 
for all people in the Jubilee. According to Romans 8:2, the sons of God with the 
heavenly hope were set free from sin and death, of which they had been slaves. And 
the creation with the earthly hope will in the future “be set free from the enslavement 
to corruption” — their fleshly bodies will become perfect and without decay. 

The freedom of both groups is based on the ransom sacrifice of Jesus Christ. And 
this sacrifice is an antitype of the offerings that occurred on the Day of Atonement 
in the Jubilee. The offering of the bull for the sins of the high priest and his family 
was a prophetic type of the application of Jesus’ sacrifice for his 144,000 anointed 
followers with the heavenly hope. And the offering of the goat for the sins of the 
people was a prophetic type of the application of Jesus’ sacrifice for “the creation,” 
all Adam’s descendants. 

I will now look at the liberty for all the people in the Jubilee as a prophetic type, 
and I apply this to Colossians chapter 1 and Ephesians chapter 1. 

The important point in Colossians chapter 1 is the word “reconciliation” 
('5/<','-')).) ). I have already presented the definition of the word as “to reestablish 
proper friendly interpersonal relations after these have been disrupted or broken.” 
We can see what this implies in Colossians 1:20-22, which I quote once more: 

')$'+3!%&$#.2&!&*-!%#![M`SO`NJM)IPINO!V,)*$,.,/,--4 W!%#!&*-/):,!'::!E#%&)$F!%&*+2/!;C!-'J*+2!
5)'0) !%&$#.2&!%&)!;:##3!E&)!/&)3F!#+!%&)!%#$%.$)!/%'J)1!+#!-'%%)$!(&)%&)$!%&)C!'$)!%&)!
%&*+2/! .5#+! %&)! )'$%&! #$! %&)! %&*+2/! *+! %&)! &)'6)+/7!'&$!@+3))31!QGR!(&#! ()$)! #+0)!
':*)+'%)3!'+3!)+)-*)/! ;)0'./) !QGR^!-*+3/!()$)!#+!%&)!(#$J/!%&'%!()$)!(*0J)31$''$ &)!
+#(!&'/! IPINO)[M`SO`NJMT!;C!-)'+/!#,!%&'%!#+)A/!,:)/&:C!;#3C!%&$#.2&!E&*/F!3)'%&1!*+!#$3)$!
%#!5$)/)+%!QGR!&#:C!'+3!.+;:)-*/&)3!'+3!#5)+!%#!+#!'00./'%*#+!;),#$)!&*-7!

All Adam’s descendants have inherited sin, and their works are wicked. Because 
of this, they are enemies of God. This was also the case with the Colossians. But Paul 
says that because of the blood of Jesus that was shed on the torture stake, the 
Colossians were reconciled with God. This means that they were set free from sin 
and death, as the Romans with a heavenly hope also were, according to Romans 8:2. 
The Colossians were declared righteous, which was necessary to receive a heavenly 
resurrection, which was the hope of the Colossians, according to 1:5. 

!"#$-7702:-(2'.$'/$("#$+-.,'<$,-:+2i:#$'/$1#,&,$('$("#$`'0',,2-.,4$*"2:"$
:-&,#)$+#:'.:202-(2'.$*2("$N')4$<-)#$("#<$/+##$/+'<$("#$,0->#+5$&.)#+$
,2.$-.)$)#-("4$-.)$("2,$2,$("#$-.(2(57#$'/$("#$02;#+(5$'/$,0->#,$)&+2.3$("#$
1&;20##8$



 180 

However, the ransom sacrifice of Jesus as the means of liberty should not only be 
applied to those with a heavenly hope but also “to the things upon the earth,” those 
with an earthly hope. We get more information about this group in Ephesians. 

Just as the Colossians, the Ephesians also had a heavenly hope. I quote Ephesians 
1:3, 7: 

"!8:)//)3!;)!%&)!>#3!'+3!"'%&)$!#,!#.$!]#$3!<)/./!U&$*/%1!,#$!&)!&'/!;:)//)3!./ !(*%&!)6)$C!
/5*$*%.':!;:)//*+2!*+!%&)!&)'6)+:C!5:'0)/!*+!.+*#+!(*%&!U&$*/%Z!
#$8C!-)'+/!#,!&*-!()!&'6)!%&)!$):)'/)!;C!$'+/#-!%&$#.2&!%&)!;:##3!#,!%&'%!#+)1!C)/1!%&)!
,#$2*6)+)//!#,!E#.$F!%$)/5'//)/1!'00#$3*+2!%#!%&)!$*0&)/!#,!&*/!.+3)/)$6)3!J*+3+)//7!

Verse 3 refers to the heavenly hope of the Ephesians, and verse 7 refers to 
forgiveness of their trespasses because of the ransom sacrifice. Because of this they 
were set free from sin and death, just as the Romans and the Colossians, and it means 
liberty for them as an antitype of the slaves that received their freedom in the Jubilee. 

In addition, the liberty of those with the heavenly hope, Ephesians 7-10 gives 
some information that is important for those with the earthly hope. 

#$8C!-)'+/!#,!&*-!()!&'6)!%&)!$):)'/)!;C!$'+/#-!%&$#.2&!%&)!;:##3!#,!%&'%!#+)1!C)/1!%&)!
,#$2*6)+)//!#,!E#.$F!%$)/5'//)/1!'00#$3*+2!%#!%&)!$*0&)/!#,!&*/!.+3)/)$6)3!J*+3+)//7!%$X&*/!
&)!0'./)3!%#!';#.+3!%#('$3!./!*+!'::!(*/3#-!'+3! 2##3!/)+/)!($*+!%&'%!&)!-'3)!J+#(+!%#!
./! KLM) QI`[MT) QM`[MK!#,! &*/! (*::7! @%! */! '00#$3*+2! %#! &*/! 2##3! 5:)'/.$)! %&'%! &)! &*-/):,!
5.$5#/)3!&)$,#$! '+! '3-*+*/%$'%*#+!V*#$*%*'#,W!'%!%&)! ,.::! :*-*%!V)/"5*', W!#,!%&)! '55#*+%)3!
%*-)/!V$,#5*-W1!OIUMJX)KS)PIKLM[)IJJ)KLNOPQ)KSPMKLM[!V,%,$":,/,#*4W!IPINO%*+!%&)!U&$*/%V)KLM)
KLNOPQ)NO)KLM)LMI\MOQ)IOT)KLM)KLNOPQ)SO)KLM)MI[KLa!

The word “administration” (/.</%/4.') does not refer to something concrete like 
a government or a kingdom. But it refers to a “stewardship,” an arrangement. This 
arrangement is future; it comes at the full limit of the appointed times. The freedom 
from sin and death through the ransom sacrifice was something the followers of 
Jesus had experienced before Paul wrote his letters to them. They were declared 
righteous as sons of God. 

But the sacred secret regarding the fulfillment of the first prophecy in Genesis 
3:15, that is mentioned in verse 9, points to a future administration, “to gather all 
things together ('%'<#0'-'./F) !)!'(  in the Christ, the things in the heavens and the 
things upon the earth.” This will particularly affect “the things on the earth,” people 
who will have the possibility of living forever on the earth. The liberty of these is 
described in Romans 8:21: 

' )$"#$!%&)!0$)'%*#+!('/!/.;Y)0%)3!%#!,.%*:*%C!V',.,#*.3-W1!+#%!;C!*%/!#(+!(*::!;.%!%&$#.2&!&*-!
%&'%!/.;Y)0%)3!*%1!#+!%&)!;'/*/!#,!&#5)!'&$%&'%!KLM)`[MIKNSO)NKQMJW)ZNJJ)IJQS)gM)QMK)W[MM)W[SU)
MOQJI\MUMOK)V!*1/"#,W) KS) `S[[YRKNSO) IOT) LI\M) KLM) PJS[NSYQ) W[MMTSU)V"/"1.("5#,W) SW) KLM)
`LNJT[MO)SW)/STa)#

Those who held a heavenly hope were liberated from sin and death by being 
declared righteous on the basis of the ransom sacrifice. This means that sin was not 
reckoned against them, and they would not die as an atonement for their sin. Yet 
they would die, because they sacrificed their lives to attain a heavenly resurrection as 
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spirit beings. The freedom they experienced as God’s children—a counterpart to the 
freedom slaves received during the Jubilee year—did not extend to their fleshly 
bodies. These bodies were born imperfect, and they literally remained imperfect. 
However, their justification meant that God viewed them as new creations and did 
not hold them accountable for the sin associated with their literal bodies. 

The words Paul wrote to the Romans, quoted above, show that the situation of 
“creation” is entirely different. The freedom that “creation”—that is, all of Adam’s 
descendants—will receive is a prophetic antitype to the full freedom granted to all 
the inhabitants of Israel during the Jubilee year. And unlike those with a heavenly 
hope—whose bodies remained imperfect and subject to “corruption,” even though 
they had been declared righteous—$%&#!($'$./'3!"#64&&5-,#-6#@34&!$'-(B#'*#"'(L&5#
$-#$%&'4#6"&*%".#2-5'&*?#

We can illustrate the situation using Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians 15:51–54. 
+)$ B#()6)$1! %&*/! @! /'C1! ;$#%&)$/1! %&'%!WJMQL) IOT) gJSST) `IOOSK) NOLM[NK) /ST@Q)
cNOPTSU1!+)*%&)$! 3#)/! 0#$$.5%*#+! *+&)$*%! *+0#$$.5%*#+7! +& L##J\! @! %)::!QGR)I) QI`[MT)
QM`[MKH!P)!/&'::!+#%!'::!,'::!'/:))5!E*+!3)'%&F1!;.%!()!/&'::!'::!;)!0&'+2)31$+'$*+!'!-#-)+%1!*+!
%&)!%(*+J:*+2!#,!'+!)C)1!3.$*+2!%&)!:'/%!%$.-5)%7!"#$!%&)!%$.-5)%!(*::!/#.+31!'+3!%&)!3)'3!
(*::!;)!$'*/)3!.5!*+0#$$.5%*;:)1!'+3!()!/&'::!;)!0&'+2)37!+"!4S[)KLNQ)ZLN`L)NQ)`S[[YRKNgJM)
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What Paul writes is part of the sacred secret that traces back to the first prophecy 
in Genesis 3:15. Here, Paul speaks of the heavenly resurrection and discusses the 
bodies that the resurrected ones will receive. He shows that the bodies of the group 
of 144,000 who will experience a heavenly resurrection are perishable (they gradually 
decay). However, the spiritual body they will receive in the resurrection is 
imperishable and immortal. 

d2.:#$7#+2,"-;202(5$2,$-,,':2-(#)$*2("$'&+$/0#,"05$;')54$2($2,c 2.$:'.(+-,($
('$("',#$*"'$"'0)$("#$"#->#.05$"'7#c '&+$/0#,"05$;')5$("-($D*200$;#$,#($
/+##$ /+'<$ #.,0->#<#.($ ('$ :'++&7(2'.8E$ !"2,$ 2<702#,$ ("-($ @)-<O,$
)#,:#.)-.(,$ <&,($ +#-:"$ -$ ,(-(#$ *"#+#$ ("#2+$ ;')2#,$ -+#$ 02;#+-(#)$ /+'<$
2<7#+/#:(2'.$-.)$;#:'<#$026#$("#$7#+/#:($;')5$@)-<$7',,#,,#)$;#/'+#$"#$
,2..#)8$!"2,$*200$"-77#.$)&+2.3$("#$("'&,-.)m5#-+$+#23.$'/$1#,&,$`"+2,($
-.)$ ,#+>#,$-,$("#$7+'7"#(2:$-.(2(57#$('$("#$/&00$/+##)'<$3+-.(#)$('$-00$
7#'70#$)&+2.3$("#$1&;20##$5#-+$2.$B,+-#08$

+O1"%! "! '

30+'(*44+%+)1+'%+8$%(*)8':30+'8,/%*/"!'
4%++(/#'/4'30+'10*,(%+)'/4'8/(;'4/%'30/!+'
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THE DIFFERENCE LIES IN WHAT HAPPENS TO THE 

FLESHLY BODIES OF THE TWO GROUPS  

Regarding those with a heavenly hope, I quote John 3:3-5 (above) and Romans 
3:24, 25 (below): 

" @+!'+/()$!<)/./!/'*3!%#!&*-H!I9#/%!%$.:C!@!/'C!%#!C#.1!'OJMQQ)IOXSOM)NQ)gS[O)IPINOV)LM)
`IOOSK)QMM)KLM)cNOPTSU)SW)/ST7D$$!  M*0e#e3)ʹ-./!/'*3!%#!&*-H!IB#(!0'+!'!-'+!;)!;#$+!
(&)+!&)!*/!#:3O!B)!0'++#%!)+%)$!*+%#!%&)!(#-;!#,!&*/!-#%&)$!'!/)0#+3!%*-)!'+3!;)!
;#$+1!0'+!&)OD!+ !<)/./!'+/()$)3H!I9#/%!%$.:C!@!/'C!%#!C#.1!R+:)//!'+C#+)!*/!;#$+!,$#-!
('%)$!'+3!/5*$*%1!&)!0'++#%!)+%)$!*+%#!%&)!J*+23#-!#,!>#37!!
' "$"#$!'::!&'6)!/*++)3!'+3!,'::!/&#$%!#,!%&)!2:#$C!#,!>#31!$'! !'+3!*%!*/!'/!'!,$))!2*,%!%&'%!
%&)C!'$)!;)*+2!TM`JI[MT)[NPLKMSYQ!;C!&*/!.+3)/)$6)3!J*+3+)//!%&$#.2&!%&)!$):)'/)!;C!%&)!
$'+/#-!E5'*3F!;C!U&$*/%!<)/./7!!

To become a spiritual child of Jehovah, the following must occur: 

1) ! The individual asks for Jesus’ ransom sacrifice to be applied for his or her 
 benefit. 

2) ! Based on the ransom sacrifice, Jehovah declares him or her righteous and 
free from sin. 

3) ! He or she is baptized with holy spirit, which represents a new birth, and 
he or she is now a new creature, a spiritual child of Jehovah. 

What happens to his or her fleshly body? Nothing happens, as we see in 
Romans 8:10 (above) and 1 Corinthians 15:53, 45, 48 (below): 

!* $8.%!*,!U&$*/%!*/!*+!.+*#+!(*%&!QGR1!KLM)gSTX)NOTMMT)NQ)TMIT)SO)I``SYOK)SW)QNO1!;.%!%&)!
/5*$*%!*/!:*,)!#+!'00#.+%!#,!$*2&%)#./+)//7!!

%#$4#! ':/#! */!%&)!$)/.$$)0%*#+!#,!%&)!3)'37!!K)NQ)QSZO)NO)`S[[YRKNSO1!*%!*/!$'*/)3! .5! *+!
*+0#$$.5%*#+Z !+$@%!*/!)6)+!/#!($*%%)+H!IX&)!,*$/%!-'+!?3'-!;)0'-)!'!:*6*+2!/#.:7D!X&)!
:'/%!?3'-!;)0'-)!'!:*,) S2*6*+2!/5*$*%777%("?/ !%&)!#+)!-'3)!#,!3./%!E*/F1!/#!%&#/)!-'3)!#,!
3./%!E'$)F!':/#N!'+3!'/!%&)!&)'6)+:C!#+)!E*/F1!/#!%&#/)!(&#!'$)!&)'6)+:C!E'$)F!':/#7!

What has happened is that Jehovah has taken legal action and declared this 
person sinless, because all sins have been forgiven. From God’s perspective, the 
individual is now a new creation, as we read in 2 Corinthians 5:17: 

!+$U#+/)T.)+%:C!*,!'+C#+)!*/!*+!.+*#+!(*%&!U&$*/%1!&)!*/!'!+)(!0$)'%*#+N!%&)!#:3!%&*+2/!
5'//)3!'('C1 !:##J\!+)(!%&*+2/!&'6)!0#-)!*+%#!)K*/%)+0)7!

The fact that the individual has been declared righteous and is a new creation is 
literally true, because Jehovah has declared it so. However, there is an important 
duality here, which we see by comparing Romans 7:19, 20 (above) and 8:1, 2, 12, 
13 (below): 
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In Romans chapter 7, Paul discusses inherited sin. When he states that when he 
sins, “the one working it out is no longer a,” this is the genuine reality. The pronoun 
“a” refers to Paul as a new creation—justified and free from sin. Since his body is 
imperfect and bears inherited sin—committing lesser sins as a result of that 
inheritance—it is not Paul himself who is acting, for he is a new creation without 
sin. 

However, the contrast emerges in chapter 8. The chapter begins by stating that 
for)“those in union with Christ Jesus have no condemnation.” They cannot be 
condemned, because they are new creations and are free from sin. Yet, they still 
bear a responsibility. I quote Romans 8:13:  

&"!*,!C#.!:*6)!VW,4W!*+!'00#$3!(*%&!%&)!,:)/&1!C#.!'$)!/.$)!%#!3*)7!!

The noun )'31 literally means “flesh” and represents inclinations contrary to 
God’s law—the sense in which Paul uses the word in Romans chapter 7. 

The verb T'F means “to live, to carry out the functions of life”. (Mounce). It is 
in the Greek present active tense, implying an ongoing, continuous action—in 
other words: “If you make a practice of living in accord with the sinful inclinations 
you have inherited, you will certainly die.” 

In Romans 7:18, Paul highlights a crucial distinction between the sins a new 
creation’s body might commit and the sins that cause a new creation to fall from 
their standing as justified humans.” 

!#*$$!@,1!+#(1!(&'%!!)TS)OSK)ZNQL!V.("/4W!*/!(&'%!@!3#1!KLM)SOM)ZS[cNOP)NK)SYK)NQ)OS)JSOPM[)
!1!;.%!%&)!/*+!3()::*+2!*+!-)7 

The verb ,"#-F$means “to carry out one’s will.” There are sins that Paul 5-&*#(-$#
+!($#to commit but does so because of his inherited sin—a situation where he can 
rightly say, “It is no longer a who am doing it.” 

However, what he mentions in Romans 8:13 is something entirely different. The 
present tense of the verb T'F indicates that this involves the practice of sin—sins 
that the person continues to commit !(5# +!($*# $-# 3-,,'$ . In this case, the 
individual cannot claim—as Paul could—$%!$#$%&.#5-#(-$#+'*% (,"#-F)$to do what 
is wrong. When a person continues to break God’s laws, it is something he or she 
+!($* #(,"#-F)$$-#5-. In this situation, a person may lose his or her position as an 
anointed child of Jehovah. 



 184 

!L$ JMQB@EK?MQ$ KHB$ QINNB@BMUB$ PBKFBBM$ 60LQVE$ UHIAQ@BM7WFHL$ ?@B$
XJEKINIBQ$N@LY$EIM$?MQ$?@B$MBF$U@B?KILMEW?MQ$6KHB$U@B?KILMZ7$FB$U?M$?E[$
FHG$0LQVE$UHIAQ@BM$QIB$?MQ$FHG$6KHB$U@B?KILM7$QIBE\$!HB$?MEFB@$IE$KH?K$6KHB$
U@B?KILM7WULYD@IEIMO$LN$?AA$LN$)Q?YVE$QBEUBMQ?MKE$B]UBDK$KHLEB$FHL$H?^B$
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I now come to a matter of great importance for billions of Adam’s descendants, 
and I quote Romans 8:20, 21 again: 

8') $"#$!%&)!0$)'%*#+!('/!/.;Y)0%)3!%#!,.%*:*%C!V',.,#*.3-W1!+#%!;C!*%/!#(+!(*::1!;.%!%&$#.2&!
%&)!#+)!(&#!/.;Y)0%)3!*%1!#+!%&)!;'/*/!#,!&#5)!'&$%&'%!%&)!0$)'%*#+!*%/):,!ZNJJ)IJQS)gM)QMK)
W[MM)V"/"1.("5*4W!W[SU)MOQJI\MUMOK!V!*1/"#,W!%#!0#$$.5%*#+!V:.(*5,W!'+3!LI\M)KLM)PJS[NSYQ)
W[MMTSU!V"/"1.("5#,W!SW)KLM)`LNJT[MO)SW)/ST7!!

In the verses cited, “the creation” refers to all humans born on earth, with the 
exception of the group of 144,000 who hold a heavenly hope, and those who are 
permeated by wickedness and have sinned against the holy spirit. 

The statement that “the creation” “will be set free (#-#&,"#3/F) from the 
enslavement to corruption” has profound implications for the Christian hope and 
for the understanding of God’s purpose. 1 Corinthians 15:53 shows that the 
concept of “corruption” is linked to our physical bodies. The inheritance of 
Adam’s descendants meant that they were “subjected to futility,” as Romans 8:20 
states. This means inheriting sin and experiencing the physical decay of their bodies 
until death. This is the meaning of “corruption.” 

However, Romans 8:21 states that in the future, “creation... will be set free from 
the enslavement to corruption.” This can mean only one thing: that $%&#2-5'&* of 
all those included in the group referred to as “the creation” will become perfect, 
just as Adam’s body was before he sinned. 

When and how will this happen? Verse Romans 8:21 indicates that being 
liberated from the enslavement to corruption is synonymous with attaining the 
glorious freedom of the children of God. Here, we see the prophetic antitype to 
the freedom granted to all inhabitants of the land during the Jubilee. 

As I will demonstrate below, Jesus’ thousand-year reign is the antitype to the 
Jewish Jubilee, and this thousand-year period is also identical with the Day of 
Judgment. Jesus’ words in Matthew 11:24—that it will be more bearable for the 
inhabitants of Sodom than for the inhabitants of Capernaum on Judgment Day—
show that liberation from corruption will not take place during the earthly 
resurrection. People will be resurrected with the same personality and with the 
same corruptible body they had when they died. 

We can understand what this implies by reading Revelation 20:12 and 5: 
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We note that those standing before the throne to be judged are not referred to 
as “the resurrected ones” or “the living ones,” but rather as “the dead.” As I have 
shown above, the body a person receives in the resurrection will be just as 
imperfect and perishable as the body he or she had prior to the resurrection. 
Therefore, it is fitting to call them “the dead” after their resurrection. 

The verb in verse 5 is T'F7$and it does not refer to the resurrection itself, but 
signifies “to live” or “to perform the functions of life.” What happens when the 
thousand years have ended is that everyone “has come to life”—meaning they no 
longer possess inherited sin or perishable bodies. All humans now stand on the 
same level as Adam before he sinned; they are perfect humans, free from sin. 

Here we see the fulfillment of God’s plan. All things are now restored, and 
everyone living will be given the same opportunity as Adam: as perfect humans 
free from inherited sin, to decide whether to serve Jehovah or follow Satan. 

And here we clearly see the meaning of Paul’s words in Romans 8:22 regarding 
the creation itself also being set free from enslavement to corruption and obtaining 
the “glorious freedom of the children of God.” We have seen that those who are 
resurrected are imperfect and their bodies are perishable. We have also seen that 
when the thousand years end, everyone will “live” and their bodies will no longer 
be perishable. This implies that the statement about the creation being set free 
from corruption means that, during the thousand-year period, all human bodies 
will gradually progress toward perfection; by the time the thousand years end, they 
are no longer enslaved to corruption. 

30+'1/)1,"!*/)'*!? '

3VE' WXFFXYEZA' XW' 5EA[A' YGDV' DVE' VEH\ECFB' VX]E' YGFF' VH\E' DVE'
^FXZGX[A'WZEE_X`'XW'DVE'aVGF_ZEC'XW'8X_'-7-+($/+'<$("#2+$;')2#,b
DVZX[^V':DVE'ZEFEHAE'WZX`'X[Z'cX_GEA'cB'ZHCAX`;'J%X`HCA'S?=MK'
DVEB' YGFF' AHaZGWGaE' DVEGZ' aXZZ[]DGcFE' cX_GEA' DX' ^HGC' H' VEH\ECFB'
ZEA[ZZEaDGXCU'

$_H`-A' _EAaEC_HCDA7' :DVE' aZEHDGXC7;' YGFF' VH\E' DVE' ^FXZGX[A'
WZEE_X`'XW'DVE'AXCA'XW'8X_'2.$("#2+$;')2#,b cB'cEGC^':AED'WZEE'WZX`'
ECAFH\E`ECD'DX'aXZZ[]DGXC;'J%X`HCA'S?=>K'([ZGC^'DVE'DVX[AHC_R
BEHZ'ZEG^C'XW'5EA[A'1VZGAD7'DVEGZ'cX_GEA'YGFF'̂ ZH_[HFFB'cE'cZX[^VD'DX'
]EZWEaDGXCU'2B'DVE'EC_'XW'DVE'DVX[AHC_'BEHZA7'E\EZBXCE'YGFF']XAAEAA'
]EZWEaD'cX_GEA7'd[AD'HA'$_H`'_G_'cEWXZE'VE'AGCCE_U'!
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The jubilee was a sabbath year. We have seen that slaves were  liberated, and all 
the people received their freedom in the Jubilee year. When the Israelites entered the 
Promised Land, each family received a piece of land they owned. Due to poverty, 
some families had to sell their land. But in the Jubilee, they received the ownership 
of the land they had sold without any compensation. 

This means that the Jubilee was a time of restoration of all things in Israel, 
including slavery and debt. And the land was not cultivated and experienced a 
sabbath of complete rest. 

The prophetic antitype of this restoration in Israel in the Jubilee is the worldwide 
restoration of all things that was discussed by Peter. He healed a lame man, and the 
people gathered around Peter and John. Peter spoke to the crowd and said, according 
to Acts 3:19-21 The NWT84 (above) and my translation (below):  

&($I^)5)+%1!%&)$),#$)1!'+3!%.$+!'$#.+3!/#!'/!%#!2)%!C#.$!/*+/!;:#%%)3!#.%1!/#!%&'%!QMIQSOQ)
V$,#5*/W!#,![MW[MQLNOP!V,%,)-&$-#-W!-'C!0#-)!,$#-!<)&#6'&!&*-/):,! ') $'+3!&)!-'C!/)+3!%&)!
U&$*/%!IRRSNOKMT!,#$!C#.1!<)/./7!'&$B)'6)+!-./%!&#:3!%&*/!#+)!(*%&*+!*%/):,!.+%*:!KLM)KNUMQ!
V$(5*%*-W!#,![MQKS[IKNSO!V,)*$,.,-.,-#-W!#,!IJJ)KLNOPQ!VRIQW!#,!(&*0&!>#3!/5#J)!%&$#.2&!%&)!
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The object in both cases is “!""#$%'()*,” expressed by the Greek pronoun “/!* .” 
The expression “!""#$%'()*” is modified by the noun “4&*$-4!$'-(” in Acts 3:21 and 
by the verb phrase “to gather together again” in Ephesians 1:10 that I discussed 
above. 

There is also a time element in both cases. The Greek word <'.3/)$means 
“appointed time,” often referring to consecutive time periods that can be counted. 
The word <"3/%/)$refers to time generally. But in some contexts, it can also refer to 
appointed times. In Acts 3:21, <"3/%/) is in the plural, and it parallels <'.3/) in verse 
19. Therefore, the word <"3/%/)$in this verse has the meaning “appointed times,” as 
is the case in verse 19. 

The conclusion of the comparison between Acts 3:19-21 and Ephesians 1:10 is 
that both passages refer to the restoration of the paradise in Eden with perfect 
humans before Adam and Eve sinned. Both events show appointed times marking 
the beginning of this restoration. 

30+'!*#*,$%*3*+!'2+36++)'$13!'M?>L R=>'$)( '
+.0+!*$)!'>?>N' '

As we have seen in the discussion above, the concept of “restoration” can be 
expressed with different words. In addition, the last example I discussed and the one 
I will discuss also have several similar words. I will now compare Acts 3:19-21 with 
Ephesians 3:10: 

&($I^)5)+%1!%&)$),#$)1!'+3!%.$+!'$#.+3!/#!'/!%#!2)%!QGR^!/*+/!;:#%%)3!#.%1!%&'%!/)'/#+/!
['55#*+%)3!%*-)/]!VcIN[SQ@0)/15,/W!#,!$),$)/&*+2!-'C!0#-)!,$#-!%&)!5)$/#+!#,!<)&#6'&!')$

'+3!%&'%!&)!-'C!/)+3!,#$%&!%&)!U&$*/%!'55#*+%)3!,#$!QGR1!<)/./1!$'&!(&#-!&)'6)+1!*+3))31!
-./%! &#:3! (*%&*+! *%/):,!.+%*:! %&)!V'55#*+%)3W!%*-)/! VcL[SOSQW! #,![MQKS[IKNSO!
V,)*$,.,-.,-#-W!#,! IJJ) KLNOPQ) CRIQW! #,! (&*0&! >#3! /5#J)! %&$#.2&! %&)! -#.%&! #,! &*/! &#:C!
5$#5&)%/!#,!#:3!%*-)7!!
&)!,#$!'+!'3-*+*/%$'%*#+!'%!%&)!,.::!:*-*%!#,!%&)!'55#*+%)3!%*-)/!VcIN[SQV0)/15,/W1!+'-):C1!%#!
PIKLM[)IJJ) KLNOPQ! VRIQW!KSPMKLM[)IPINO!V,%,$":,/,#*4W!*+! %&)! U&$*/%1!%&)! %&*+2/! *+! %&)!
&)'6)+/ !'+3!%&)!%&*+2/!#+!%&)!)'$%&7!EQ)/1F!*+!&*-7!

Parallel words have the same color. The object in both cases is !""# $%'()*, 
expressed by the pronoun /!* #(“all, every”). The expression !""#$%'()* is modified 
by the noun “4&*$-4!$'-(” in Acts 3:21 and by the verb phrase “)!$%&4#$-)&$%&4#
!)!'( ” in Ephesians 1:10. 

There is also a time element in both cases. The Greek word L!'4-* $means 
“appointed time,” often referring to time periods that follow one another and can be 
counted. The word L%4-(-* refers to time generally. But in some contexts, it can 
also refer to appointed times. In Acts 3:21, L%4-(-* is in the plural, and it parallels 
L!'4-* $in verse 19. Therefore, the word L%4-(-* in this verse has the meaning 
“appointed times,” as is the case in verse 19. 

The conclusion of the comparison between Acts 3:19-21 and Ephesians 1:10 is 
that both refer to the restoration of paradise in Eden with perfect humans before 



 188 

Adam and Eve sinned. Both events show that there are appointed times that mark 
the beginning of this restoration. These appointed times will be analyzed later. But 
what follows is an analysis of the principal words in Acts 3:19-21. 

!"#$%&U(;&G&71:+"60,1-&12&G7/,&;S'UT)'&"-.&9+3%,0"-,&'S'W&

) UKE$<;=`R9=$ # DHBEI?ME$=;=a$

!""#$%'()*# !""#$%'()*#

4&*$-4!$'-(# )!$%&4#$-)&$%&4#!)!'(#

!//-'($&5#$',&*A#W!//-'($&5X#$',&*# !//-'($&5#$',&* #

30+'#+$)*)8'$)('$..,*1$3*/)'/4' @=TU@!@d!@dBd'

The keyword '5/<','),').)  has the meaning, “a restitution or restoration of a thing 
to its former state; hence, the renovation of a new and better era.” (Mounce)  

A verb describes an action or a state, and a noun describes the result of the action 
of the verb, or, in some cases, it describes the action itself. The verb '5/<',".),E4. 
describes the action of restoring, and the corresponding noun '5/<','),').)  describes 
the result of this action, namely, restoration. 

The noun occurs only once, in Acts 3:21, whereas the verb occurs 8 times in The 
Christian Greek Scriptures and 30 times in the Septuagint. Studying the verb 
'5/<',".),E4.$will help us understand how biblical writers treated the idea of the 
restoration of all things.$I quote one example from the Christian Greek Scriptures 
and four examples from the Hebrew Scriptures.  

Acts 1:6: 
*! P&)+1! +#(1! %&)C! &'3! '//)-;:)31! %&)C! ()+%! '/J*+2! &*-H! I]#$31!'$)! C#.! [MQKS[NOP)
V,)*$,.(#-.3'#W!KLM)cNOPTSU)KS)!Q[IMJ!'%!%&*/!%*-)OD!!!

Hosea 11:11 
&&$?+3!%&)C!/&'::!;)!'-'k)3!:*J)!'!;*$3!,$#-!r2C5%!'+3!:*J)!'!3#6)!,$#-!%&)!:'+3!#,!%&)!
?//C$*'+/1!'+3!!)ZNJJ)[MQKS[M!V,)*$,.(#-.3'#W!KLMU)KS)KLMN[)LSUMQ1!/'C/!%&)!]#$37!

Isaiah 23:17 
&#$?+3!*%!/&'::! ;)!%&'%! ',%)$! /)6)+%C!C)'$/!>#3!(*::!5'C! '!6*/*%!%#!XC$)1)IOT)QLM)ZNJJ)gM)
[MQKS[MT)V,)*$,.(#-.3'#W!IPINO)KS)LM[)IO`NMOK)`SOTNKNSO)'+3!(*::!;)!'!-'$J)%!0)+%)$!,#$!'::!
%&)!J*+23#-/!#,!%&)!(#$:37!

Jeremiah 23:8  
%$;.%!IX&)!]#$3!:*6)/!(&#!2'%&)$)3!'::!%&)!#,,/5$*+2!#,!@/$'):!,$#-!%&)!:'+3!#,!%&)!+#$%&!
'+3!,$#-!'::!%&)!0#.+%$*)/1!%&)$)!(&)$)!&)!&'3!3$*6)+!%&)-1!'+3![MQKS[MT)V,)*$,.(#-.3'#W!
KLMU)KS)KLMN[)JIOTaD!

Ezekiel 16:55 
1OT)XSY[)QNQKM[)3STSUI)IOT)LM[)TIYPLKM[Q)QLIJJ)gM)[MQKS[MT)V,)*$,.(#-.3'#WV)hYQK)IQ)KLMX)
ZM[M)W[SU)KLM)gMPNOONOPV)IOT)3IUI[NI)IOT)LM[)TIYPLKM[Q)QLIJJ)gM)[MQKS[MT)V,)*$,.(#-.3'#WV)
hYQK)IQ)KLMX)ZM[M)W[SU)KLM)gMPNOONOPV))
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The verb '5/<',".),E4.$and the noun '5/,','),').)  both mean restoring something 
to its original state. This is particularly evident in the three instances where the verb 
is used in Ezekiel 16:55 in the clauses “just as they were from the beginning.” 

When we consider God’s purpose in creating the earth and the humans, we 
observe the following scenario: God created the paradise in Eden and placed two 
perfect human beings within it. Adam had his unborn progeny in his loins, and God’s 
purpose was that his perfect descendants should fill the earth and expand the 
paradise to the whole earth.  

This was temporarily thwarted by Satan’s rebellion. But the purpose of God is that 
the situation in the paradise in Eden will be restored “as it were from the beginning” 
— to borrow the words of Ezekiel. Peter’s words in Acts 3:19-21 mean that in the 
future, the whole earth will be a paradise filled with billions of perfect descendants 
of Adam. This means that the situation will be exactly what it would have been if the 
first humans had not sinned and violated God’s law: Billions of Adam’s descendants 
will live forever in the earthly paradise. 

30+'#+$)*)8'$)('$..,*1$3*/)'/4' @9@=dpUdBd!

The Greek word '%'5)8<).) in Acts 3:20 is a noun, and the NWT84 translates it as 
“refreshing” in the expression “seasons of refreshing.” This rendering makes little 
sense, because we do not know what “refreshing” refers to. The Norwegian NV08 
and NV18 translations use the rendering “tider med ny styrke” (“times of renewed 
strength”) This rendering also makes little sense, for we do not know how, in which 
situation, and to whom renewed strength refers. 

Similarly, the words “the restoration of all things” in verse 21 would make little 
sense if they stood alone; after all, what would “all things” refer to? However, these 
words are meaningful because they are specified as “the restoration of all things of 
which God spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets through the ages.” We 
must therefore look for a meaning of '%'5)8<).) that clarifies the word, so that we 
know to what it refers. 

!"#$-#b'2)-$4#)&'&0$*3$ PJP^9a`9R9 $

That the rendering “refreshing” in Acts 3:20 lacks meaning suggests that this 
rendering for the Greek word '%'5)8<").) does not express the real meaning of the 
word in this context, and I refer to several definitions of the word in various lexicons:   

'!$),$)/&*+2!0##:+)//!',%)$!&)'%N!-)%7![MW[MQLNOP1!$)0$)'%*#+1![MQK1!?0%/!iHha7!%!

[MJNMW)W[SU)TNQK[MQQWYJV)gY[TMOQSUM)`N[`YUQKIO`MQN! '! /%'%)!#,!0&))$! '+3! )+0#.$'2)-)+%!
',%)$!'!5)$*#3!#,!&'6*+2!;))+!%$#.;:)3!#$!.5/)%7!( !

 
cg7!9#.+0)!>$))J!L*0%*#+'$C!V>$'-0#$3W7!!
cm7!]#.(!'+3!M*3'!>$))J!])K*0#+!V>$'-0#$3W7!
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8$)'%&*+2!/5'0)1![MJIbIKNSOV)[MJNMW!,*271#,!%&)!9)//*'+*0!'2)!$,#5*#-0,%,)-&$-"*-1!KNUMQ)SW)[MQK!
?0!iHha7$+)!!

X&)!>$))J! (#$3! ,#$!5":5"-(#%+! '3-*%/!#,! '!%(#,#:3!3)$*6'%*#+!V,$#-!)-&?("! '+3! )-&$(4W1!
'00#$3*+2!%#!(&*0&!*%!5$#5)$:C!3)+#%)/!)*%&)$!0##:*+2!'+3![MJNMW)W[SU)LMIK1!#$!%&)!$)0#6)$C!
#,!;$)'%&!',%)$!)K&'./%*#+7!@+!)*%&)$!0'/)1!%&)!)//)+%*':!-)'+*+2!*/!%&)!/'-)1!':%&#.2&!%&)!
,*$/%!*/!%&)!*3)'!+'%.$'::C!/.22)/%)3!;C!%&)!r+2:*/&!(#$3!$),$)/&*+27!P&'%!*/!&)$)!-)'+%!*/!
[MJNMW)W[SU)KSNJ)S[)QYWWM[NOP1!+#%!(*%&#.%!'+!*-5:*0'%*#+!#,!-#$)!5#/*%*6)!)+Y#C-)+%7+&!

@+!B)::)+*/%*0!>$))J!,%,)-&$-#-!-)'+/! [MQK!#$!$)/5*%)!(&)+!+#%!./)3!:*%)$'::C!#,!0##:*+27+' !!

From these comments, we see that '%'5)8<).) can have the meaning “relief.” (blue 
text) This is not relief in the general sense, but relief from toil and suffering (green 
text). And such relief is connected with rest, which was the meaning of the word in 
Classical Greek (red text). 

'&$!"#$ +#5!%)0'&! $'+$PJP^9a`9R9#'+$2*&&#2!#($,'!"$!"#$
+)..)!" $

I quote two examples from the Septuagint, which can throw light on the meaning 
of the verb '%'5)8<"F, which corresponds to the noun '%'5)8<).). I quote Exodus 
23:12 (above) and 34:21(below): 

&'$I4*K!3'C/!C#.!'$)!%#!3#!C#.$!(#$JN!;.%!#+!%&)!/)6)+%&!3'C!C#.!'$)!KS)TMQNQK!V,%,),1-#-1!
I$)/%D1!*+!#$3)$!%&'%!C#.$!;.::!'+3!C#.$!'//!-'C!$)/%!V,%,),14W!'+3!%&)!/#+!#,!C#.$!/:'6)!
2*$:!'+3!%&)!':*)+!$)/*3)+%!-'C![MW[MQL!V,%,)-&$(*W!KLMUQMJ\MQ7! !
'&$I4*K!3'C/!C#.!'$)!%#!:';#$1!;.%!#+!%&)!/)6)+%&!3'C!C#.!(*::!J))5!%&)!/';;'%& !V$,.,),14W7!@+!
5:#(*+2!%*-)!'+3!*+!&'$6)/%!C#.!(*::!cMMR)QIggIKL!V$,.,),14W7!V"##%+#%)H!IQ#.!(*::!$)/%7DW!

When God rested according to Genesis 2:2, the Septuagint uses the verb <','5'&F 
with the meaning “to desist from work,” and by implication “to rest.” We see the 
use of <','5'&F twice in Exodus 34:21. However, when laws regarding the sabbath 
are mentioned, the focus is not on abstaining from work but on the positive result 
of resting on the sabbath. For this focus, the verb '%'5'&F is used — the difference 
being the prefixes '%'b and <',' b6 Please note that both verbs are used with reference 
to the sabbath. 

The meaning of <','5'&F is, as mentioned, “to desist from work, to rest.” And the 
meaning of '%'5'&F is “to cause to rest, soothe, refresh” (Mounce). One example 
from The Christian Greek Scriptures is Matthew 11:28: 

'%!U#-)!%#! -)1! '::!QGR!(&#! '$)!%#*:*+2! '+3! :#'3)3!3#(+1!'+3!@!(*::![MW[MQL)V,%,),14W!
0%' !VI@!(*::!2*6)!C#.!$)/%1D!M@uW7!!'($X'J)!-C!C#J)!.5#+!QGR!'+3!:)'$+!,$#-!-)1 !,#$!@!
'-! -*:3 S%)-5)$)3!'+3! :#(:C! *+! &)'$%1! '+3!0%' )ZNJJ) WNOT) [MW[MQLUMOK!V,%,),1-#-W!
WS[)0%'$ )QSYJQ!VIC#.!(*::!,*+3!$)/%1D!M@uW7!!

 
`a7!=0O5""$0L%+/#-(0A"G#?*%0*:0.("0Y"F0E"-.,'"%.0,%!0*.("50L,5/&0I(5#-.#,%0A#."5,.15"!;C!"7P7!?$+3%1!

"7!>*+2$*0&7!
`b7!<7!?7!?:)K'+3)$H!I*''"%.,5&0*%0L)("-#,%-!Vbggj1!bmgaW7!
`h7!E("0=?.-0*:0.("0=)*-./"-!u#:.-)!@u!;C!"7<7!"#'J)/!<'0J/#+!'+3!f*$/#55!]'J)!VbmjmW7!
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This verse shows that the verb '%'5'&F and the noun '%'5'&).) both mean rest and 
refreshment. If we look back on the quotation from Exodus 23:12 above, we see that 
'%'5'&F and '%'5'&).) are applied to the sabbath law, meaning that the focus is not on 
desisting from work but on the great benefits of keeping the sabbath. We note that 
'%'5)8<"F is used as a synonym for '%'5'&F6$Both verbs stress the rest on the sabbath 
and the refreshment and benefits of keeping the sabbath. 

!"#$-7702:-(2'.$ '/$-.-7,56"r$('$("#$,-;;-("$)-5 $2.$("#$d#7(&-32.(4$
;'("$,(+#,,2.3$("#$+#,($-.)$("#$;#.#/2(,$-.)$+#/+#,"<#.($/+'<$("#$+#,(4$
-.)$("#$<#-.2.3$'/$-.-7,56,2, $2.$`0-,,2:-0$N+##6$-,$D+#,(4E$M&,(2/2#,$
<5$.#*$+#.)#+2.3$'/$-.-7,56,2, $-,$D+#/+#,"2.3$+#,(E8$

I will now discuss the noun '%'5)8<).) and the corresponding verb '%'5)8<)F. The 
noun has the meaning: “relief from distressful, burdensome circumstances”!(Louw 
and Nida) and “a refreshing coolness after heat; met. refreshing, recreation, rest.” 
(Mounce) The corresponding verb '%'5)8<)F expresses this meaning in a verbal way.  

The verb '%'5)8<)F occurs one time in The Christian Greek Scriptures and four 
times in the Septuagint, as we see below: 

2 Timothy 1:16 
&*$9'C!%&)!]#$3!2$'+%!-)$0C!%#!%&)!&#./)&#:3!#,!G+e)e/*5&ʹ#e$./1!,#$!&)!#,%)+![MW[MQLMT!
V,%,)-&$-4W!-)1!'+3!&)!3*3!+#%!;)0#-)!'/&'-)3!#,!-C!5$*/#+!0&'*+/7!

Exodus 23:12 
&'$I4*K!3'C/!C#.!'$)!%#!3#!C#.$!(#$JN!;.%!#+!%&)!/)6)+%&!3'C1!C#.!'$)!%#!0)'/)!,$#-!C#.$!
:';#$1!*+!#$3)$!%&'%!C#.$!;.::!'+3!C#.$!3#+J)C!UIX![MQK!V,%,)-&$-4W!'+3!%&)!/#+!#,!C#.$!
/:'6)!2*$:!'+3!%&)!,#$)*2+!$)/*3)+%!-'C!$),$)/&!%&)-/):6)/7!!

Judges 15:19 
&($4#!>#3!/5:*%!#5)+!'!&#::#(!%&'%!('/!*+!])ʹ&*1!'+3!('%)$!,:#()3!,$#-!*%7!P&)+!&)!3$'+J1!
&*/!/5*$*%!$)%.$+)3!'+3!&)![M\N\MT!V,%,)-&$-4W7!!

1 Samuel 16:23 
'" $P&)+)6)$!'!;'3!/5*$*%!,$#-!>#3!0'-)!.5#+!4'.:1!L'6*3!%##J!%&)!&'$5!'+3!5:'C)3!*%1!
'+3!4'.:! WSYOT)[MJNMW!V,%,)-&$-4W!'+3!,):%!;)%%)$1!'+3!%&)!;'3!/5*$*%!(#.:3!3)5'$%!,$#-!&*-7!!

2 Samuel 16:14 
&!$?%!:)+2%&!%&)!J*+2!'+3!'::!%&)!5)#5:)!(*%&!&*-!'$$*6)3!'%!%&)*$!3)/%*+'%*#+!)K&'./%)31!'+3!
%&)C![MW[MQLMT!V,%,)-&$-4W!%&)-/):6)/7!

The examples show that the noun was translated as “refreshing” and “relief,” and 
the verb was translated as “refreshed,” “may rest,” “revived”, and “found relief.” 
Based on these meanings, I render Acts 3:19 in the following way: 

&($I^)5)+%1!%&)$),#$)1!'+3!%.$+!'$#.+3!/#!'/!%#!2)%!C#.$!/*+/!;:#%%)3!#.%1!%&'%!KLM)IRRSNOKMT!
KNUMQ!V$,#5*-W!,#$!KLM%[MW[MQLNOP)[MQK!V,%,)-&$-#-W!-'C!0#-)!,$#-!<)&#6'&!&*-/):, 7 
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The rendering “4&64&*%'()#4&*$” of '%'5)8<).) puts the noun in the correct setting, 
so we can understand the use of it: 

1)! It connects '%'5)8<).) with the future sabbath of which Jesus is the Lord. 
(Matthew 12:8) 

2)! It shows that '%'5)8<).) is used as a prophetic antitype of the “a sabbath of 
complete rest of the land” (Leviticus 25:5) in the Jubilee. 

$13!'M?>LR=>'$!'30+'$)3*3&.+'/4'30+',*2+%$3*/)'*)'
30+'5"2*,++ !

 I will now present the parallels between Leviticus 25:4, 8-10 (above) and Acts 
3:19-21 (below): 

! ! 8.%! *+! %&)! /)6)+%&! C)'$! %&)$)! /&#.:3! #00.$! '! /';;'%&! #,!`SURJMKM) [MQK! VQLIggIK)
QLIggnKoOW!,#$!%&)!:'+31!'!/';;'%&!%#!<)&#6'&7!Q#.$!,*):3!C#.!-./%!+#%!/#(!(*%&!/))31!
'+3!C#.$!6*+)C'$3!C#.!-./%!+#%!5$.+)7!!
%$I=?+3!C#.!-./%!0#.+%!,#$!C#.$/):,!/)6)+!/';;'%&/!#,!C)'$/1!/)6)+!%*-)/!/)6)+!C)'$/1!'+3!
%&)!3'C/!#,!%&)!/)6)+!/';;'%&/!#,!C)'$/!-./%!'-#.+%!%#!,#$%CS+*+)!C)'$/!,#$!C#.7$($?+3!
C#.!-./%!0'./)!%&)!&#$+!#,!:#.3!%#+)!%#!/#.+3!*+!%&)!/)6)+%&!-#+%&!#+!%&)!%)+%&!#,!%&)!
-#+%&N!#+! %&)! 3'C! #,! '%#+)-)+%!QGR!5)#5:)! /&#.:3! 0'./)! %&)! &#$+! %#! /#.+3! *+!
':: !QGR^!:'+37!&)!?+3!QGR!-./%! /'+0%*,C!%&)! ,*,%*)%&! C)'$! '+3! 5$#0:'*-! :*;)$%C!Vkn[I@)
TM[o[W!*+!%&)!:'+3!%#!'::!*%/!*+&';*%'+%/7!@%!(*::!;)0#-)!'!<.;*:))!,#$!QGR1!'+3!QGR-./%!
$)%.$+!VQLpgW!!)'0&!#+)!%#!&*/!5#//)//*#+!'+3!QGR!/&#.:3!$)%.$+!)'0&!#+)!%#!&*/!,'-*:C7!
&($I^)5)+%1!%&)$),#$)1!'+3!%.$+!'$#.+3!/#!'/!%#!2)%!C#.$!/*+/!;:#%%)3!#.%1!%&'%!%&)!'55#*+%)3!
%*-)/!,#$!KLM)[MW[MQLNOP)[MQK!VIOIRQXcQNQW!-'C!0#-)!,$#-!<)&#6'&!&*-/):,7! ') $?+3!&)!-'C!
/)+3!%&)!#+)!0&#/)+!;),#$)&'+3!,#$!C#.1!U&$*/%!<)/./7!'&$B)'6)+!-./%!%'J)!&#:3!#,!%&*/!
#+)!.+%*:!%&)!%*-)/!,#$!%&)!$)/%#$'%*#+!VIRScIKIQKIQNQW!#,!'::!%&*+2/!#,!(&*0&!>#3!/5#J)!
%&$#.2&!%&)!-#.%&!#,!%&)!&#:C!5$#5&)%/!%&$#.2&!%&)!'2)/7!

The parallels between the two scriptures are seen in Table 9.4.!

!"#$%&USB&C0-D80,/07&"-.&/3%:"/07&+"6"$$%$,&#%/A%%-&C%40/078,&)JS'W&"-.&G7/,&;S'UT)' &

! 5*.Q1*$!*+%(&'&55#5$ % !

57E8<8H>;%VaWRT% ,Mg[MZA)QLpg)) '7<>:@N%:7;<A:7=%

&H<;%YWVR% /[MMcA)IRScIKIQKIQNQ) '7;<A:C<8A@=%

% % %

% !"#/&!*+%(&'&55#5$ 0 %

57E7<8H>;%VaWRT% ,Mg[MZA)kn[I@)TM[o[) (:AHFC8M%K:77BAMN%F8L7:<G=%

&H<;%YWRZ% / [MMcA)IOIRQXcQNQ) '7F87K% K:AM% B8;<:7;;K>F%
H8:H>M;<C@H7;N%:7K:7;68@9%:7;<=%

The linguistic parallels between Leviticus 25:10 and Acts 3:21 are the Hebrew verb 
)"N+ (“return, restore”) and the Greek noun '5/<','),').)  (“restoration”). The 
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thematic parallel is the expression IJ3'O$*#3F3$(“proclaim liberty”) and the Greek noun 
'%'5)8<).) (“refreshing rest”), both expressing ideas that are close to one another. 

The essence of the Jubilee is restoration: the freedom of Hebrew slaves and the 
return of land sold to the original owners without compensation. The essence of the 
thousand-year reign of Jesus is also restoration, encompassing the restoration of 
humans through resurrection and the restoration of human perfection through the 
application of the ransom sacrifice of Jesus Christ. 

The thousand-year reign of Jesus also brings freedom for all and relief from 
distressful and burdensome circumstances. Therefore, we can conclude that Acts 
3:19-21 is a clear expression of the antitypical Jubilee, the thousand-year reign of 
Jesus Christ. 

"&+0*!-%+,+&'(&!-%& !-.%% &+).,2!4.%+&4+%1&
!'&+-'3&!-%&"*!,!02%+&'(&!-%&84#,$%% &

 The synthesis is based on a comparison of the basic ideas in the three scriptures, 
and I quote them below:  

,+9*3*1"!'=Q?>N '
!$8.%!*+!%&)!/)6)+%&!C)'$!%&)$)!/&#.:3!#00.$!'!/';;'%&!#,!`SURJMKM)[MQK!V-(,DD,.0-(,DD2.4%W!
,#$!%&)! :'+31!'! /';;'%&!%#!<)&#6'&7!Q#.$! ,*):3!C#.! -./%!+#%! /#(! (*%&! /))31! '+3!C#.$!
6*+)C'$3!C#.!-./%!+#%!5$.+)7!!

$&)$Q#.! -./%! /'+0%*,C! %&)! `a%&! C)'$! '+3!R[S`JINU) JNgM[KX! V!"545W!NO) KLM) JIOT) KS) IJJ) NKQ)
NOLIgNKIOKQa)!K)ZNJJ)gM`SUM)I)<YgNJMM)WS[)XSYV)IOT)MI`L)SW)XSY)ZNJJ)[MKY[O!V-([DW!KS)LNQ)
R[SRM[KX)IOT)MI`L)SW)XSY)QLSYJT)[MKY[O)KS)LNQ)WIUNJXa!

%/#$)!'S?>S R=> 
&%$"#$!@!0#+/*3)$!%&'%!%&)! /.,,)$*+2/!#,!%&)!5$)/)+%!%*-)!3#!+#%! '-#.+%!%#! '+C%&*+2!*+!
0#-5'$*/#+!(*%&!%&)!2:#$C!%&'%!*/!2#*+2!%#!;)!$)6)':)3!*+!./7&($"#$!%&)!0$)'%*#+!*/!('*%*+2!
(*%&! )'2)$! )K5)0%'%*#+! ,#$! %&)! $)6)':*+2! #,! %&)! /#+/! #,! >#37!') $"#$! %&)! 0$)'%*#+! ('/!
/.;Y)0%)3!%#!,.%*:*%C!V',.,#*.3-W1!+#%!;C!*%/!#(+!(*::1!;.%!%&$#.2&!%&)!#+)!(&#!/.;Y)0%)3!*%1!
#+! %&)! ;'/*/! #,! &#5)!'&$KLIK) KLM) `[MIKNSO) NKQMJW) ZNJJ) IJQS) gM) QMK) W[MM)W[SU) MOQJI\MUMOK!
V!*1/"#,W!KS)`S[[YRKNSO!V:.(*5,W!IOT)LI\M)KLM)PJS[NSYQ)W[MMTSU!V"/"1.("5#,W!SW)KLM)`LNJT[MO)SW)
/STa)!

+.0+!*$)!'>?>N  
&)$,#$! '+! '3-*+*/%$'%*#+! V*#$*%*'#,W! '%! %&)! ,.::! :*-*%! V5:)$#-'W! #,! %&)! '55#*+%)3! %*-)/!
VJ'*$#/W1!+'-):C!KS)PIKLM[)IJJ)KLNOPQ)KSPMKLM[!V,%,$":,/,#*4W!IPINO)NO)KLM)(L[NQKV)KLM)KLNOPQ)
NO)KLM)LMI\MOQ)IOT)KLM)KLNOPQ)SO)KLM)MI[KLa 

$13!'M?>LR=>' 
&($I^)5)+%1!%&)$),#$)1!'+3!%.$+!'$#.+3!/#!'/!%#!2)%!C#.$!/*+/!;:#%%)3!#.%1!%&'%!%&)!'55#*+%)3!
%*-)/!,#$!%&)![MW[MQLNOP)[MQK!V,%,)-&$-#-W!-'C!0#-)!,$#-!<)&#6'&!&*-/):,7! ') $?+3!&)!-'C!
/)+3!%&)!#+)!0&#/)+!;),#$)&'+3!,#$!C#.1!U&$*/%!<)/./7!'&$B)'6)+!-./%!%'J)!&#:3!#,!%&*/!
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#+)!YOKNJ)KLM)KNUMQ)WS[)KLM)[MQKS[IKNSO!V,)*$,.,-.,-#-W!SW)IJJ)KLNOPQ)SW)ZLN`L)/ST)QRScM)
KL[SYPL)KLM)USYKL)SW)KLM)LSJX)R[SRLMKQ)KL[SYPL)KLM)IPMQa)

The Jubilee was a year of freedom for all inhabitants in the land and a restoration 
of all things. The antitypical Jubilee, which is the thousand-year reign of Jesus Christ, 
is a period of freedom from sin and death for Adam’s descendants and the 
restoration of all things to the situation that was in the paradise of Eden before Adam 
and Eve sinned. 

There is a clear parallel between the Jubilee year and the thousand-year reign of 
Jesus Christ. And the three passages above express this parallel. 

!-%& "22',*!%1&!,5%+&!-"!&%*1&"!&!-%&
#%/,**,*/&'(&!-%& 84#,$%%&

What was important for the people of Israel in connection with the Jubilee was 
that all the people received freedom, that property was returned to the previous 
owners, and that everything was restored.  But the time element was also important. 
For example, an Israelite who became poor and had to sell his land would eagerly 
count the years to the Jubilee when he would receive his land back. And a man who 
had become a slave would eagerly count the years to the Jubilee as well.  

When we gather the threads, we have discussed, we will see that the temporal cycle 
of the Jubilee also has an antitypical meaning. Let us look at these threads: 

 There is a future sabbath over which Jesus is the Lord. (Matthew 12:8) 
 There is a great sabbath on which Jehovah God is resting. (Hebrews 4:4, 5) 
 There is a future sabbath resting for the people of God. (Hebrews 4:9) 

There will be a time in the future when all humans will receive the glorious 
freedom of the children of God. (Romans 8:20) 
All things will be gathered together again in Christ at the full limit of the 
appointed times. (Ephesians 1:10) 
There will be appointed times in the future, after which all things the prophets 
spoke about will be fully restored. (Acts 3:20) 

Can we associate any of these threads with an antitypical Jubilee time cycle? Yes, 
we can!  There is a time element in each of the threads: The sabbath is the seventh 
day of a week, and the freedom of the children of God and the restoration of all 
things relate to a specific time (<'.3/)) in the future. And we can connect the threads 
with the Jubilee cycle by focusing on the specific time in the future. In this 
connection, I quote Revelation 20:4 (above), 21:1-4 (middle), and 22:1-3 (below):  

! !?+3!@!/'(!%&$#+)/1!'+3!%&)$)!()$)!%&#/)!(&#!/'%!3#(+!#+!%&)-1!'+3!5#()$!#,!Y.32*+2!
('/!2*6)+!%&)-7!Q)/1!@!/'(!%&)!/#.:/!#,!%&#/)!)K)0.%)3!(*%&!%&)!'K!,#$!%&)!(*%+)//!%&)C!
;#$)!%#!<)/./!'+3!,#$!/5)'J*+2!';#.%!>#31!'+3!%&#/)!(&#!&'3!(#$/&*5)3!+)*%&)$!%&)!(*:3!
;)'/%!+#$!*%/!*-'2)! '+3!(&#!&'3!+#%!$)0)*6)3!%&)!-'$J!.5#+!%&)*$!,#$)&)'3! '+3!.5#+!
%&)*$!&'+37!1OT)KLMX)`IUM)KS)JNWM)IOT)[YJMT)IQ)cNOPQ)ZNKL)KLM)(L[NQK)WS[)I)KLSYQIOT)XMI[Q7!
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&$?+3!@!/'(!'!+)(!&)'6)+ !'+3!'!+)(!)'$%&N!,#$!%&)!,#$-)$!&)'6)+!'+3!%&)!,#$-)$!)'$%&!&'3!
5'//)3!'('C1!'+3!%&)!/)' !*/!+#!-#$)7!'$!@!/'(!':/#!%&)!&#:C!0*%C1!M)(!<)$./':)-1!0#-*+2!
3#(+!#.%!#,!&)'6)+!,$#-!>#3!'+3!5$)5'$)3!'/!'!;$*3) !'3#$+)3!,#$!&)$!&./;'+37$"$P*%&!
%&'%!@!&)'$3!'!:#.3!6#*0)!,$#-!%&)!%&$#+)!/'CH!I]##J\!X&)!%)+%!#,!>#3!*/!(*%&!-'+J*+31!
'+3!&)!(*::!$)/*3)!(*%&!%&)-1!'+3!%&)C!(*::!;)!&*/!5)#5:)/7!?+3!>#3!&*-/):,!(*::!;)!(*%&!
%&)-7$! $1OT)LM)ZNJJ)ZNRM)SYK)M\M[X)KMI[)W[SU)KLMN[)MXMQV)IOT)TMIKL)ZNJJ)gM)OS)US[MV)OMNKLM[)
ZNJJ)USY[ONOP)OS[)SYK`[X)OS[)RINO)gM)IOXUS[Ma!X&)!,#$-)$!%&*+2/!&'6)!5'//)3!'('C7D!!
&!?+3!&)!/&#()3!-)!'!$*6)$!#,!('%)$!#,!:*,)1!0:)'$!'/!0$C/%':1!,:#(*+2!#.%!,$#-!%&)!%&$#+)!
#,!>#3!'+3!#,!%&)!]'-; '$3#(+!%&)!-*33:)!#,!*%/!;$#'3!('C7!?+3!#+!%&*/!/*3)!#,!%&)!$*6)$!
'+3!#+!%&'%!/*3)!E%&)$)!()$)F!%$))/!#,!:*,)!5$#3.0*+2!%():6)!0$#5/!#,!,$.*%1!C*):3*+2!%&)*$!
,$.*%/!)'0&!-#+%&7!1OT)KLM)JMI\MQ)SW)KLM)K[MMQ)^ZM[M_)WS[)KLM)`Y[NOP)SW)KLM)OIKNSOQa!"  1OT)
OS)US[M)ZNJJ)KLM[M)gM)IOX)`Y[QMa!8.%!%&)!%&$#+)!#,!>#3!'+3!#,!%&)!]'-; !(*::!;)!*+!E%&)!
0*%CF1!'+3!&*/!/:'6)/!(*::!$)+3)$!&*-!/'0$)3!/)$6*0)N$! $'+3!%&)C!(*::!/))!&*/!,'0)1!'+3!&*/!+'-)!
(*::! ;)! #+! %&)*$! ,#$)&)'3/7!+ ?:/#1! +*2&%! (*::! ;)! +#! -#$)1!'+3! %&)C! &'6)! +#! +))3! #,!
:'-5:*2&%!+#$!E3#!%&)C!&'6)F!/.+:*2&%1!;)0'./)!<)&#6'&!>#3!(*::!/&)3!:*2&%!.5#+!%&)-1!
'+3!%&)C!(*::!$.:)!'/!J*+2/!,#$)6)$!'+3!)6)$7!!

The quoted verses describe the fulfillment of the prophecy about the freedom of 
all humans and the restoration of all things. And Revelation 20:4 shows that this will 
occur during a period of a thousand years. 

Here we have a specific time period, and the question is if this time period can be 
connected with the Jubilee cycle. There is one link, and that is Jehovah’s great 
sabbath. 

Jehovah’s day of rest started when he had created Eve, and Hebrews 4:6-7 shows 
that this day of rest, held in the first century CE, and that it would continue. There 
is a relation between Jehovah’s day of rest and the thousand-year kingdom of Jesus 
Christ that I will explore.  

I have already shown that the presence of Jesus and the time of the end started in 
1914, and that the great tribulation and the start of the thousand-year reign will come 
within one generation. How many years have Jehovah’s day of rest lasted when the 
thousand-year reign comes? Interestingly, Jehovah has laid down threads in the 
books of the Bible so we can know the answer. 

Luke 3:23-39 provides a complete genealogy of Jesus’s ancestors, tracing them 
back to Adam. The ages of the oldest ancestors are found in Genesis chapter 5, and 
chronological information is found in the historical books of the Bible, for example, 
that it was in the 480th year after Israel left Egypt that Solomon began to build the 
temple. (1 Kings 6:1) 

The belief in the full inspiration of the Bible requires that we believe that all 
passages in the Bible are included with a particular purpose and meaning. This means 
that the chronological information is included so we can calculate times, including 
prophetic times. 

S"#. $*#$:-0:&0-(#$("#$(2<#$/+'<$("#$:+#-(2'.$'/$@)-<4$*#$+#-:"$P4___$
5#-+,$2.$H[XR8$1#,&,$,"'*#)$("-($("#$3+#-($(+2;&0-(2'.$*200$:'<#$)&+2.3$
("#$3#.#+-(2'.$("-($2.:0&)#,$H[HJ4$-.)$("#$("'&,-.)m5#-+$+#23.$'/$1#,&,$



 196 

*200$,(-+($2<<#)2-(#05$-/(#+$("#$3+#-($(+2;&0-(2'.4$Y-,#)$'.$("#$("+#-), $
*#$/2.)$2.$("#$Y2;0#4$*#$,##$("-($1#"'>-"O,$)-5$'/$+#,($2,$X4___$5#-+,$0'.38$$

Can we now start to see a connection and an interaction? Because Jehovah’s day 
of rest is 7,000 years long, and Jesus is the Lord of the “sabbath,” we understand that  
“the sabbath” is the seventh thousand years of Jehovah’s day of rest of 7,000 years. 
That the “sabbath” is the same as the thousand-year reign of Jesus also fits Jesus’ 
saying in Matthew 12:8 that he is the Lord of the sabbath. I also mention that the 
context of Hebrews chapter 4 suggests that the future sabbath resting mentioned in 
verse 9 refers to the thousand-year reign of Jesus.%# 

Now we have two sabbaths, the 7,000-year sabbath of Jehovah and the 1,000-year 
reign of Jesus. Both the concept “sabbath” and the number “7” may have some 
relation to the temporal cycle of 7 x 7 years and the 50th year of the Jubilee. I will 
elucidate this. 

In his discussion of Jehovah’s sabbath in Hebrews chapter 4, the writer of 
Hebrews refers to the creation account in Genesis chapter 1. Why is the setting of 
Jehovah’s creation a week of seven days? There is no logical reason for this, for 
Jehovah is above time and does not count days or time periods. And there were no 
humans present at the creation who could count days. 

The fourth of the ten commandments may give an answer, and I quote Exodus: 
20:8-11 

%!I^)-)-;)$*+2!%&)!/';;'%&!3'C!%#!&#:3!*%!/'0$)31!($C#.! '$)!%#!$)+3)$!/)$6*0)!'+3!C#.!
-./%!3#!'::!C#.$!(#$J!/*K!3'C/7$&)$8.%!%&)!/)6)+%&!3'C!*/!'!/';;'%&!%#!<)&#6'&!C#.$!>#37!
Q#.!-./%!+#%!3#!'+C!(#$J1!C#.!+#$!C#.$!/#+!+#$!C#.$!3'.2&%)$1!C#.$!/:'6)!-'+!+#$!C#.$!
/:'6)!2*$:!+#$!C#.$!3#-)/%*0!'+*-':!+#$!C#.$!':*)+!$)/*3)+%!(&#!*/!*+/*3)!C#.$!2'%)/7$&&$"#$!
*+!/*K!3'C/!<)&#6'&!-'3)!%&)!&)'6)+/!'+3!%&)!)'$%&1!%&)!/)'!'+3!)6)$C%&*+2!%&'%!*/!*+!%&)-1!
'+3!&)!5$#0))3)3!%#!$)/%!#+!%&)!/)6)+%&!3'C7!X&'%!*/!(&C!<)&#6'&!;:)//)3!%&)!/';;'%&!3'C!
'+3!5$#0))3)3!%#!-'J)!*%!/'0$)37!!

!"#$(#A($32>#,$("#$7-((#+.$/'+$("#$0-*$-;'&($("#$,-;;-("$-/(#+$,2A$)-5,$'/$
*'+64$.-<#05$("-($1#"'>-"$&,#)$,2A$)-5,$('$<-6#$("#$#-+("$"-;2(-;0#$
-.)$:+#-(#$02/#$'.$2(8$B/$*#$:'&.($("#$+#-0$0#.3("$'/$("#$)-5,$'/$:+#-(2'.4$*#$
/2.)$("-($("#$:+#-(2'.$*##6$2,$J[4___$5#-+,$0'.34$-.)$("2,$2,$-$7-((#+.$/'+$
("#$M&;20##$:5:0#$'/$J[$5#-+,4$/'00'*#)$;5$("#$1&;20##8$

!"2,$<#-.,$("-($("#$M&;20##$:5:0#$*-,$<-)#$-/(#+$("#$7-((#+.$'/$("#$+#-0$
0#.3("$'/$("#$:+#-(2'.$)-5,$'/$X$(2<#,$X4___$5#-+,4$('(-02.3$J[4___$5#-+,8$
!"&,4$ ("#$ 0-*,$ '/$ 1&;20##$*#+#$32>#.$ -,$ 7+'7"#(2:$(57#,$ '/$ 1#"'>-"O,$
:+#-(2'.$*##6$'/$X$(2<#,$X4___$5#-+,4$('(-02.3$J[4___$5#-+,8$!"#$1&;20##$

 
`i 7!4)!%&)!'$%*0:)1!I 4#!%&)$)!$)-'*+/!'!/';;'%&!$)/%*+2!,#$!%&)!5)#5:)!#,!>#3D7!VB);$)(/!cHmW!

&%%5/Hqq-C;):#6)3$):*2*#+7+#qhah`qamqhcq/#S%&)$)S$)-'*+/ S' S/';;'%& S$)/%*+2S,#$S%&)S5)#5:)S
#,S2#3S&);$)(/ Scmq!
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*'&0)$ ("#.$ ;#$ -$ 7+'7"#(2:$ (57#$ '/$ ("#$ ("'&,-.)m5#-+$ +#23.$ '/$ 1#,&,$
`"+2,(8"#$

Applying the Jubilee chronology to human history implies that Jehovah’s day of 
rest began sometime after 4026 BCE, when Adam was created. According to the 
Jubilee chronology, Jehovah’s day of rest consists of seven days, each 1,000 years 
long, with the sixth day ending sometime after 1975 CE. This is followed by the 
thousand-year reign of Jesus Christ, which constitutes the Jubilee. 

However, a potential problem arises here. According to the prophetic pattern, the 
49th year was a sabbath year, and the 50th year was the Jubilee. Yet, within the actual 
49,000-year span of Jehovah’s creative week, Jesus’ thousand-year reign corresponds 
the 49th thousand years and not to the 50th thousand years. 

A solution to this problem can be found in the light of Leviticus 25:4: 
$+8.%!*+!%&)!/)6)+%&!C)'$!%&)$)!/&#.:3!#00.$!'!/';;'%&!#,!`SURJMKM)[MQK!V-(,DD,.0-(,DD2.4%W!
,#$!%&)! :'+31! '! /';;'%&!%#!<)&#6'&7!Q#.$! ,*):3!C#.! -./%!+#%! /#(! (*%&! /))31! '+3!C#.$!
6*+)C'$3!C#.!-./%!+#%!5$.+)7  

The expression “complete rest” is translated from )"'++',$)"'++J,F%, an emphatic 
form of the word )"'++', . This verse applied to the 49th year, which was a sabbath 
year. This “complete rest” began in the 49th year and continued throughout the 50th 
year. In other words, regarding the rest for the inhabitants and the land, the 49th and 
50th years formed a single unit. 

Acts 3:19–21, which has already been thoroughly analyzed, mentions the 
restoration of all things God has spoken of through the prophets. According to 
Revelation 20:4, 21:1–4, and 22:1–3 (cited above), the restoration of all things will 
take place during the thousand-year reign of Jesus Christ. Parallel to the words 
regarding the “restoration of all things,” Peter spoke of “a refreshing rest,” which 
will also occur during the thousand years. This “refreshing rest” is referred to in 
Leviticus 25:4 as “a complete rest,” and it began in the 49th year and continued into 
the 50th year. Therefore, we can view both the 49th and 50th years of the Jubilee 
cycle as a prophetic type of the thousand-year reign of Jesus Christ. 

 
`c7!L#)/!%&)!0':0.:'%*#+!';#6)!-)'+!%&'%!%&)!0$)'%*#+!#,!'::!:*6*+2!0$)'%.$)/!'/!3)/0$*;)3!*+!

>)+)/*/!0&'5%)$!b1!#00.$$)3!3.$*+2!'!5)$*#3!#,!cm1aaa!/#:'$!C)'$/O!@+!-C!3*/0.//*#+1!@!./)!%&)!
(#$3!I0#+0)5%.':D!*+!0#++)0%*#+!(*%&!%&)!:)+2%&!#,!j1aaa!C)'$/!#,!)'0&!3'C7!X&*/!-)'+/!%&'%!
;)0'./)!()!J+#( !<)&#6'&A/!3'C!#,!$)/%!*/!j1aaa!C)'$/1!*%!*/!*-5:*)3!*+!%&)!0$)'%*#+!'00#.+%!%&'%!%&)!
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)K0:.3)!%&)!5#//*;*:*%C!%&'%!5:'+%/!'+3!'+*-':/!'$)!:)//!%&'+!cm1aaa!C)'$/!#:37!8.%!+)*%&)$!*/!%&)$)!
'+C!/0*)+%*,*0!$)'/#+!%#!;):*)6)!%&'%!%&)C!'$)!Y./%!'!,)(!%&#./'+3!C)'$/!#:37!
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!-%& "22',*!%1&!,5%+ &%*1,*/&"! &!-%&
#%/,**,*/&'(&!-%&"*!,!02,)"$&84#,$%% &

In chapters 2 and 3, I showed that appointed times, expressed by the Greek word 
<'.3/) (“appointed time”), pointed to the dates of the first and second comings of 
Jesus Christ.   

There were 69 weeks of years from the time when the word to restore and build 
Jerusalem went out until the Messiah came, from 455 BCE to 29 CE. 

There were 2,520 years from the destruction of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar II 
until the second coming of Jesus and his presence, from 607 BCE to 1914 CE. 

B.$("2,$,#:(2'.4$B$*200$,"'*$("-($("#+#$-+#$-77'2.(#)$(2<#,4$#A7+#,,#)$;5$
("#$*'+)$6-2+',4$("-($#.)$-($("#$3+#-($(+2;&0-(2'.$-.)$("#$("'&,-.)m5#-+$
+#23.$'/$1#,&,$`"+2,(8$$

There are three texts that will be discussed, and I quote them below:  

+.0+!*$)!'>?>N  
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>'3*#/30& 'e?>MR>Q 
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d#%)+%'%)!(*::!/&#(!*+!NKQ)SZO!IRRSNOKMT)KNUMQ1!V$,#5*-W!E&)F!%&)!f*+2!#,!%&#/)!(&#!$.:)!
'/!J*+2/!'+3!]#$3!#,!%&#/)!(&#!$.:)!'/!:#$3/7!!

$13!'M?>LR=>' 
&($I^)5)+%1!%&)$),#$)1!'+3!%.$+!'$#.+3!/#!'/!%#!2)%!C#.$!/*+/!;:#%%)3!#.%1!%&'%!KLM)IRRSNOKMT)
KNUMQ!V$,#5*-W!WS[)KLM)[MW[MQLNOP)[MQK!-'C!0#-)!,$#-!<)&#6'&!&*-/):,7! ') $?+3!&)!-'C!/)+3!
%&)!#+)!0&#/)+!;),#$)&'+3!,#$!C#.1!U&$*/%!<)/./7!'&$B)'6)+!-./%!%'J)!&#:3!#,!%&*/!#+)!
.+%*:!KLM)CIRRSNOK[TE)KNUMQ!V$(5*%*-W!WS[)KLM)[MQKS[IKNSO)SW)IJJ)KLNOPQ!#,!(&*0&!>#3!/5#J)!
%&$#.2&!%&)!-#.%&!#,!%&)!&#:C!5$#5&)%/!%&$#.2&!%&)!'2)/a)

The Greek word$<'.3/) occurs three times in these texts, and <"3/%/) once. All 
three passages have an endpoint for the appointed times: “the full limit of,” “the 
manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ,” “the refreshing rest,” and “the restoration 
of all things.”  

I will first show the endpoints of each of the appointed times, and then what we 
can know about their lengths. 
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30+ !4",, !,*#*3 !/4 !30+ !$../*)3+( !3*#+! !!'

In his letter to the Ephesians, Paul presents different aspects of the sacred secret, 
pointing to Jesus Christ and his kingdom. I quote Ephesians 1:8-10: 

%$X&*/! .+3)/)$6)3! J*+3+)//! &)! 0'./)3! %#! ';#.+3! %#('$3! ./! *+! '::! (*/3#-! '+3!
.+3)$/%'+3*+2!($;C!-'J*+2!J+#(+!%#!./!%&)!/'0$)3!/)0$)%!#,!&*/!(*::7!@%!*/!'00#$3*+2!%#!&*/!
2##3!5:)'/.$)!%&'%!&)!&*-/):,!5.$5#/)3!&)$,#$!'+!'3-*+*/%$'%*#+!V*#$*%*'#,W!'%!KLM!WYJJ)JNUNK!
V)/"5*', W!#,!KLM)IRRSNOKMT)KNUMQ!V$,#5*-W1!+'-):C !%#!2'%&)$!'::!%&*+2/!%#2)%&)$!'2'*+!*+!%&)!
U&$*/%1!%&)!%&*+2/!*+!%&)!&)'6)+/!'+3!%&)!%&*+2/!#+!%&)!)'$%&7!

What would come when the number of the appointed times was full? Paul uses 
the noun /.</%/4.' with the meaning “the management of a household; a 
stewardship.” The word /.</%/4.' does not refer to something concrete, such as a 
government, but to something abstract, to the management of something. And what 
is this “something”? It is “to gather all things together again in the Christ, the things 
in the heavens and the things on the earth.”  

In the Garden of Eden, there was unity between heaven and earth before Adam 
and Eve’s rebellion. This unity would be restored at the full limit of the appointed 
times.  

?7"#,2-.,$HIH_$,"'*, $("#+#$-+#$-77'2.(#)$(2<#,$V)"'#$&W$("-($#.)$-($("#$
;#32..2.3$ '/$("#$("'&,-.) m5#-+$+#23.$ '/$1#,&,4$*"#.$-00$("2.3,$*200$;#$
3-("#+#)$('3#("#+$-3-2.8$

30+' #$)*4+!3$3*/)'/4'5+!"!'10%*!3 '$3'30+'+)('
/4'30+'$../*)3+('3*#+! '

Paul speaks directly and indirectly about the coming of Jesus as the judge in the 
great tribulation. One example is 1 Timothy 6:13-15:  

&"!@!2*6)!C#.!#$3)$/!&!$%#!#;/)$6)!%&)!0#--'+3-)+%!*+!'!/5#%:)//!'+3!*$$)5$)&)+/*;:)!('C!
.+%*:!%&)!-'+*,)/%'%*#+!V")#:,%"#,W!#,!#.$! ]#$3!<)/./!U&$*/%1!&+!(&*0&!V(*-W!%&)!&'55C! '+3!
#+:C!d#%)+%'%)!(*::! /&#(!V!"#$%&'#W!*+!NKQ)SZO)V#!#*-W)IRRSNOKMT)KNUMQ!V$,#5*-W7!B)!*/!%&)!
f*+2!#,!%&#/)!(&#!$.:)!'/!J*+2/!'+3!]#$3!#,!%&#/)!(&#!$.:)!'/!:#$3/7!!

The word #5.0'%#.' means “appearance, manifestation, glorious display.” (UBS 
Lexicon) The happy and only Potentate, which is Jesus, will make his manifestation 
known “in its own appointed times.”  The adjective .*./) means “one’s own, due, 
proper, specially assigned.” (Mounce) Because <'.3/) is plural, the reference must be 
to the time periods that elapse until Jesus makes his manifestation known — his 
manifestation is seen. 

When will his manifestation be? We read in 2 Timothy 4:1: 
"!@!/#:)-+:C!0&'$2)!C#.!;),#$)!>#3!'+3!U&$*/%!<)/./1!(&#!*/!%#!Y.32)!%&)!:*6*+2!'+3!%&)!
3)'31!'+3!;C!&*/!-'+*,)/%'%*#+!V")#:,%"#,W!'+3!&*/!f*+23#-7!!

Because the manifestation of Jesus is connected with his judging of the living and 
the dead, his manifestation must be the same as his revelation in the great tribulation, 
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when he will destroy people who are like those who persecuted the Thessalonians, 
and when he after that will judge the living and the dead. We read in 2 Thessalonians 
1:7-9: 

#$8.%! C#.! (&#! /.,,)$! %$*;.:'%*#+! (*::! ;)! 2*6)+! $):*),! ':#+2! (*%&! ./! '%!KLM) [M\MJIKNSO!
V,)*$,/&)-#-W!SW)KLM).S[T)<MQYQ!,$#-!&)'6)+!(*%&!&*/!5#()$,.:!'+2):/!%$*+!'!,:'-*+2!,*$)1!'/!
&)!;$*+2/!6)+2)'+0)!#+!%&#/)!(&#!3#!+#%!J+#(!>#3!'+3!%&#/)!(&#!3#!+#%!#;)C!%&)!2##3!
+)(/! ';#.%!#.$!]#$3!<)/./7 !($#LMQM)\M[X)SOMQ)ZNJJ)YOTM[PS)KLM)hYTN`NIJ)RYONQLUMOK)SW)
M\M[JIQKNOP)TMQK[Y`KNSO)W[SU)gMWS[M)KLM).S[T)IOT)W[SU)KLM)PJS[X)SW)LNQ)QK[MOPKL7!!

I will also quote a scripture that has been discussed in detail above, which in one 
important detail parallels the last scripture, namely, Romans 8:19-21: 

&%$"#$!@!0#+/*3)$!%&'%!%&)! /.,,)$*+2/!#,!%&)!5$)/)+%!%*-)!3#!+#%! '-#.+%!%#! '+C%&*+2!*+!
0#-5'$*/#+!(*%&!%&)!2:#$C!%&'%!*/!2#*+2!%#!;)!$)6)':)3!*+!./7&($"#$!%&)!0$)'%*#+!*/!('*%*+2!
(*%&!)'2)$!)K5)0%'%*#+!,#$!KLM)[M\MIJNOP)V,)*$,/&).4W1!SW)KLM)QSOQ)SW)/ST7!') $"#$!%&)!0$)'%*#+!
('/!/.;Y)0%)3!%#!,.%*:*%C!+#%!;C!*%/!#(+!(*::1!;.%!%&$#.2&!%&)!#+)!(&#!/.;Y)0%)3!*%1!#+!%&)!
;'/*/!#,!&#5) !'&$%&'%!%&)!0$)'%*#+!*%/):,!(*::!':/#!;)!/)%!,$))!,$#-!)+/:'6)-)+%!%#!0#$$.5%*#+!
'+3!LI\M)KLM)PJS[NSYQ)W[MMTSU!SW)KLM)`LNJT[MO)SW)/ST7!!

The verb corresponding to the noun '5/<'-85).) (“revelation”) is '5/<'-85,F (“to 
reveal”). Revelation 17:14 shows that the sons of God, who have received the 
heavenly resurrection will be together with Jesus Christ when he comes as the judge 
in the great tribulation. Therefore, the revelation of the sons of God is the same as 
the revelation of the Lord Jesus. His revelation is connected with the punishment of 
the wicked ones, and the revelation of the sons of God is connected with the glorious 
freedom “the creation” will receive. The appointed times that are mentioned in 1 
Timothy 6:15 must therefore end when the great tribulation starts. 

H$!2<'("5$PIHR$,"'*,$("#+#$-+#$-77'2.(#)$(2<#,$V)"'#$&W$("-($#.)$-($("#$
<-.2/#,(-(2'.$ '/$ 1#,&,$*"#. $("#$ 3+#-($ (+2;&0-(2'.$,(-+(,4$ 2<<#)2-(#05$
;#/'+#$("#$("'&,-.) m5#-+$+#23.$'/$1#,&,8$

30+'$../*)3+('3*#+ ! '4/%'30+'%+! 3 /%$3*/)'/4'
$,,'30*)8! '

Peter healed a lame man, and the people gathered around Peter and John. Peter 
spoke to the crowd.  Peter’s words are particularly important because they point to 
the restoration of all things and show that specific appointed times are connected 
with this restoration. Below is my translation of Acts 3:19-21: 

&($I^)5)+%1!%&)$),#$)1!'+3!%.$+!'$#.+3!/#!'/!%#!2)%!C#.$!/*+/!;:#%%)3!#.%1!%&'%!KLM)IRRSNOKMT!
KNUMQ!V$,#5*-W!,#$!<67%[MW[MQLNOP)[MQK!V,%,)-&$-#-W!-'C!0#-)!,$#-!<)&#6'&!&*-/):, 7!') $?+3!
&)!-'C!/)+3!%&)!#+)!0&#/)+!;),#$)&'+3!,#$!C#.1!U&$*/%!<)/./7!'&$B)'6)+!-./%! %'J)!&#:3!
#,!%&*/!#+)!YOKNJqTY[NOP!V,$(5#W!%&)!KNUMQ!V$(5*%*-W!,#$!KLM)[MQKS[IKNSO!V,)*$,.,-.,-#-W!SW)IJJ)
KLNOPQ!#,!(&*0&!>#3!/5#J)!%&$#.2&!%&)!-#.%&!#,!%&)!&#:C!5$#5&)%/!%&$#.2&!%&)!'2)/7!

In the context of the Jubilee Chronology, there are two important points in these 
verses. The expressions “the refreshing rest” and “the restoration of all things” refer 
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to the antitypical Jubilee — the thousand-year reign of Jesus. And it is pointed out 
that there are “appointed times” (<'.3/)) and times (<"3/%/), with the meaning 
“appointed times”) connected with the refreshing rest and the restoration of all 
things. 

The Greek word <"3/%/) means “time,” generally speaking. But it can also mean 
“appointed time” when the context implies it. In 3:21, <"3/%/) is plural, which 
suggests the meaning “appointed times.” This is supported by the fact that the 
clauses with <'.3/) and <"3/%/) are parallelisms, and the two nouns are parallel as well. 

In order to understand the nuances of the verses, I will ask whether “appointed 
times” (<'.3/)) and “appointed times” (<"3/%/)) refer to the beginning of “the 
refreshing rest,” “the restoration of all things.” There is a genitive relation between 
“appointed times” (<'.3/)) and “the refreshing rest” ('%'5)8<).)), and between 
“appointed times” (<"3/%/)) and “restoration” ('5/<','),').) ).  

But in both cases, one noun is masculine and the other feminine. So, the case is 
not that one noun is modifying the other, like “the refreshing rest’s appointed times” 
or “the restoration’s appointed times.” But the better renderings are “appointed 
times to (or “for”) the refreshing rest” and “appointed times to (or “for”) 
restoration.” 

The alternatives for the reference of “the appointed times (<'.3/))” and “the 
appointed times (<"3/%/))” are 1) the times before the beginning of the restoration, 
2) the point when the restoration begins, and 3) the durative time for the restoration. 
Because both <'.3/) and <"3/%/) are plural, point 2) can be excluded; appointed times 
in the plural cannot refer to a point of time.  

The preposition '<"3. has different meanings. If the meaning is “until,” the 
appointed times refer to the restoration. But because the restoration refers to the 
thousand-year reign of Jesus, which is one time unit, the Jubilee, this application is 
unlikely. If the preposition '<"3. means “during,” the appointed times refer to time 
units before the beginning of the restoration, which is the most likely conclusion. 

But both if the appointed times refer to the restoration itself or to time units 
ending with the beginning of the restoration, the meaning of the noun <'.3/) 
(!//-'($&5  time”) shows that this beginning is temporally decided by God. 

@:(,$QIH[mGH$,"'*,$ ("-(4$M&,($-,$("#$-77'2.(#)$(2<#,$V)"'#$&W'/$("#$.-(2'.,$
<#.(2'.#)$2.$F&6#$GHIGJ$-+#$N')m'+)-2.#)4$("#+#$-+#$-0,'$'("#+$N') m
'+)-2.#)$-77'2.(#)$(2<#,$("-($*200$#.)$-($("#$;#32..2.3$' /$("#$("'&,-.) m
5#-+$+#23.$'/$1#,&,8$$

!"#$%&U(J&!3%&"++10-/%.&/0:%,&%-.0-D&"/&/3%&#%D0--0-D&12&/3%&/318,"-.T*%"6&6%0D-&12&
>%,8,&

&H<;%YWVT% &??A8@<7B% <8M7;%V$,#5*-1! 5:.$':W%7@B8@9% C<% <67% L798@@8@9% AK% <67%
<6A>;C@B`G7C:%:789@%AK%07;>;%+6:8;<=%

R%!8MA<6G%^WRa% &??A8@<7B%<8M7;%V$,#5*-1!5:.$':W%7@B8@9%C<%<67%9:7C<%<:8L>FC<8A@=%
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#?67;8C@;%RWRT% &??A8@<7B% <8M7;%V$,#5*-1! 5:.$':W%7@B8@9% C<% <67% L798@@8@9% AK% <67%
<6A>;C@B`G7C:%:789@%AK%07;>;%+6:8;<=%

Because the thousand-year reign of Jesus begins immediately after the great 
tribulation, we may assume that the appointed times that are said to end with the 
great tribulation and those that are said to refer to the beginning of the millennium 
refer to the same appointed times.  

)"$)4$"!,*/&!-%&"22',*!%1&!,5%+&%*1,*/&
"!&!-%&#%/,**,*/&'!&!-%&!-'4+"*1 E0%".&

.%,/*&'(&8%+4+&)-.,+! &

In different chapters, I have shown that there are three different appointed times 
(<'.3/)) that are mentioned in The Holy Scriptures: 

1)! The 69 weeks of 483 years to the coming of Jesus to the earth, from 455 BCE 
to 29 CE. 

2)! The appointed times of the nations of 2,520 years to the second coming of 
Jesus, from 607 BCE to 1914 CE. 

3)! The appointed times — the 6,000 years — from the beginning of the 7,000 
year-long day of Jehovah’s rest until the beginning of the sabbath over which 
Jesus is Lord—the antitype of the Jubilee.  

Our interest at this point, is the application of the Jubilee Chronology to the 
beginning of the antitypical Jubilee —the thousand-year reign of Jesus Christ.. 

Exodus 20:9-11 shows that the law in Israel about the six days of work followed 
by the sabbath, was based on the pattern of the creation week in Genesis chapter 1: 
God created life and made the earth habitable during six days, and he rested on the 
seventh day. 

We have seen that, according to Hebrews chapter 4, Jehovah’s day of rest had 
lasted 4,000 years in the first century CE, that his rest continued, and that there was 
a promise of a future sabbath resting for the people of God. (Hebrews 4:9) The 
appointed times of the nations ended in 1914 when the presence of Jesus and the 
time of the end began. Jesus said, according to Matthew 24:33-36, that he would 
come as the judge in the great tribulation within a generation from 1914. But the 
exact day and hour only God knows. After the great tribulation, the thousand-year 
reign of Jesus will begin.  

This chronology shows that Jehovah’s day of rest is 7,000 years long, and the six 
other days of the creation week must be 7,000 years as well. So, the creation week 
described in Genesis chapter 1 is, conceptually speaking, 49,000 years long. Just as 
the days of the creation week, by ascribing the normal length of days to them, is the 
pattern for the law of Moses about working six days followed by the sabbath, the 
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real length of the creation week of 49,000 years is the pattern for the Jubilee cycle of 
49 years followed by the Jubilee. 

Our interest is in Jehovah’s day of rest of 7,000 years, where the last thousand 
years can be viewed as a sabbath. This is the thousand-year reign of Jesus, the sabbath 
over which he is the Lord, and the sabbath resting mentioned in Hebrews 4:9. 

 In order to know when the 1000-year sabbath begins, we need to know when 
Jehovah’s day of rest began and count 6,000 years from this point in time. To 
understand this, it is important to examine what the chronology of the creation week 
shows and what it does not show. I quote Genesis 2:18-24: 
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%&)!+'-)/!#,!'::!%&)!3#-)/%*0!'+*-':/!'+3!#,!%&)!,:C*+2!0$)'%.$)/!#,!%&)!&)'6)+/!'+3!#,!
)6)$C!(*:3!;)'/%!#,!%&)!,*):31!;.%!,#$!-'+!%&)$)!('/!,#.+3!+#!&):5)$!'/!'!0#-5:)-)+%!#,!
&*-7!!
'&$B)+0)!<)&#6'&!>#3!&'3!'!3))5!/:))5!,'::!.5#+!%&)!-'+!'+31!(&*:)!&)!('/!/:))5*+21!&)!
%##J!#+)!#,!&*/! $*;/! '+3!%&)+!0:#/)3! .5!%&)! ,:)/&!#6)$! *%/!5:'0)7!''$ 1OT)<MLS\IL) /ST)
R[S`MMTMT)KS)gYNJT)KLM)[Ng)KLIK)LM)LIT)KIcMO)W[SU)KLM)UIO)NOKS)I)ZSUIO)IOT)KS)g[NOP)
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This account shows that Eve was created after Adam, and that Jehovah’s day of 
rest did not begin when Adam was created, but when Eve was created. How much 
time elapsed between the creation of the two is not stated. Some have claimed that 
the phrase “was forming” in 2:19 suggests that some animals were created after Eve. 
However, the verb “to form” is in the Hebrew imperfect, as are most of the verbs in 
Genesis chapters 1 and 2. So, there is no linguistic reason to claim that some animals 
were created after Eve was created. 

Luke 3:23-38 presents a complete genealogy of all Jesus’ ancestors back to Adam. 
If we study the chronological information in the Hebrew Scriptures, we find that 
6,000 years from Adam’s creation ends in the year 1975. These 6,000 years do not 
represent the 6 days of a thousand years each of Jehovah’s 7,000-year-long day of 
rest, because Jehovah’s day of rest did not start when Adam was created, but when 
Eve was created as God’s last creation 

This means that the time that elapsed between the creation of Adam and Eve must 
be added to the year 1975 to find the time when the antitypical Jubilee, the thousand-
year reign of Jesus Christ, begins. We do not know the exact number of years 
between the creation of Adam and Eve, and therefore, we do not know the day and 
hour when Jesus comes as the judge in the great tribulation. 

However, there is information in Genesis that limits the number of years between 
Addam’s creation and Eve’s creation, as we see in Genesis 4:25 (above) and 5:3 
(below): 
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Because Set was born when Adam was 130 years old, Eve was created less than 
130 years after Adam’s creation. This means the thousand-year reign will begin less 
than 130 years after 1975. This can be further limited. Today marks 51 years since 
1975. Because the thousand-year reign has not begun, we know that at least 51 years 
passed between the creation of Adam and Eve. This opens a window of 79 years (to 
the birth of Set) during which Eve was created. 

What happened after Eve’s creation and before the birth of Set? Cain and Abel 
were born, and they grew up.  Abel became a herder of sheep, while Cain became a 
cultivator of the ground. Then Cain killed Abel. The time for this to happen must be 
subtracted from the 79 years mentioned to determine when Eve was created. 

The conclusion is that the year 1975 is the last certain point we know of in the 
stream of time — 6,000 years after Adam’s creation. Because of this, we know that 
the great tribulation and the Jubilee, which is the thousand-year reign of Jesus Christ, 
will begin much less than 79 years from now. And this means that the generation 
“that by no means will pass away” before the great tribulation comes and the 
beginning of the Jubilee begins also ends in much less than 79 years from the present. 
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CHAPTER TEN 
ÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐ 
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This book has discussed several prophecies and prophetic time periods found 

in the Bible. It is not presumptuous to discuss their fulfillment, because the books 

of Daniel and Revelation show that these time periods were meant to be 

calculated and understood. 

Jesus demonstrated that every detail and nuance of the original biblical text 

is important, implying that a thorough study of the text is essential. 

When we believe that the entire Bible is inspired by God and that every 

account is included for a specific purpose and has a specific meaning, we realize 

that the time periods of 1,260, 1,290, and 1,335 days* found in Daniel and 

Revelation and said to be linked to God#s people* serve to identify that people. 

Only the people who fulfill these time periods will  be able to present historical 

evidence showing that the periods were fulfilled on them. The only group I know 

of that has presented such evidence is Jehovah#s Witnesses. 

In this chapter, I will present this evidence, and readers must decide how well 

it aligns with the information the biblical text provides regarding each time 

period. 

 

In his conversation with Pilate, Jesus said: “Everyone that is on the side of the 
truth listens to my voice.” Pilate said to him. “What is truth?” But instead of waiting 



 206 

for Jesus’ answer to his question, he turned his back on Jesus and went out to speak 
to the Jews. (John 18:37, 38) 

Many people today are interested in knowing the truth about God and his Son 
Jesus Christ. But most follow Pilate’s example by turning their backs on the Bible 
and refusing to study it thoroughly to find the truth. 

In this chapter, I will focus on those who “listen to my voice,” as Jesus said. And 
my question is: Who are they? Who are they who listen to the voice of Jesus? In his 
prophecy about events that will occur in the time of the end, Daniel spoke about 
“the holy people.” (Daniel 12:7) The members of “the holy people” must be those 
Jesus had in mind when he spoke about those who are “on the side of the truth” and 
“who listen to my voice.” 

The holy people can be identified as those who accept the Christian doctrines 
found in the Bible and who strive hard to follow the laws and principles of God. In 
this study. I will identify “the holy people” with Jehovah’s Witnesses based on the 
prophetic time periods that have been fulfilled in them. 

The following time periods are mentioned: 3 1/2 times (1,260 days, 42 months), 
1,290 days, and 1,335 days: 

!-%&1"+-,*/&!'&2,%)%+&!-%&2'3%.&'(&!-%&
-'$0&2%'2$%&"(!%.&: &9FG&1"0+&

The period of 1 260 days must be particularly important because it is mentioned 
four different places: 

Daniel 7:25: 

'+ !?+3!LM!(*::!/5)'J!)6)+!(#$3/!'2'*+/%!%&)!9#/%!B*2&1!'+3!LM!(*::!&'$'//!0#+%*+.'::C!%&)!
&#:C! #+)/! %&)-/):6)/! #,! %&)! 4.5$)-)! G+)7!?+3! &)! (*::! *+%)+3! %#! 0&'+2)! %*-)/!'+3!
:'(1 !'+3!%&)C!(*::!;)!2*6)+!*+%#!&*/!&'+3!,#$!I)KNUMV)IOT)KNUMQ)IOT)LIJW)I)KNUM7!

Daniel 12:7: 
#$?+3!@!;)2'+!%#!&)'$!%&)!-'+!0:#%&)3!(*%&!%&)!:*+)+1!(&#!('/!.5!';#6)!%&)!('%)$/!#,!%&)!
/%$)'-1!'/!&)!5$#0))3)3!%#!$'*/)!&*/!$*2&%!E&'+3F!'+3!&*/!:),%!E&'+3F!%#!%&)!&)'6)+/!'+3!%#!
/()'$ !;C! %&)! G+)! (&#! */! ':*6)! ,#$! %*-)! *+3),*+*%)H!I@%! (*::! ;)! ,#$!IO) IRRSNOKMT) KNUMV)
IRRSNOKMT)KNUMQ)IOT)I)LIJW7!?+3!'/!/##+!'/!%&)$)!(*::!&'6)!;))+!'!,*+*/&*+2!#,!%&)!3'/&*+2!
#,!%&)!5#()$!#,!%&)!&#:C!5)#5:)!%#!5*)0)/1!'::!%&)/)!%&*+2/!(*::!0#-)!%#!%&)*$!,*+*/&7D!

Revelation 11:2, 3, 7: 
'$8.%!'/!,#$!%&)!0#.$%C'$3!%&'%!*/!#.%/*3)!%&)!%)-5:)!E/'+0%.'$CF1!0'/%!*%!0:)'$!#.%!'+3!3#!+#%!
-)'/.$)! *%1! ;)0'./)! *%! &'/! ;))+! 2*6)+! %#! %&)! +'%*#+/1! '+3! %&)C! (*::! %$'-5:)! %&)! &#:C!
0*%C!.+3)$,##%!,#$!WS[KXFKZS)USOKLQ7$"$?+3!@!(*::!0'./)!-C!%(#!(*%+)//)/!%#!5$#5&)/C!I)
KLSYQIOT)KZS)LYOT[MT)IOT)QNbKX)TIXQ!3$)//)3!*+!/'0J0:#%&7D!
#$?+3!(&)+!%&)C!&'6)! ,*+*/&)3!%&)*$!(*%+)//*+21!KLM)ZNJT)gMIQK)KLIK)IQ`MOTQ)SYK)SW)KLM)
IgXQQ)ZNJJ)UIcM)ZI[)ZNKL)KLMU)IOT)`SOkYM[)KLMU)IOT)cNJJ)KLMU7!

Revelation 13:5 
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+!?+3!'!-#.%&!/5)'J*+2!2$)'%!%&*+2/!'+3!;:'/5&)-*)/!('/!2*6)+!NK1!'+3!'.%&#$*%C!%#!'0%!
WS[KXFKZS)USOKLQ!('/!2*6)+!*%7!!

The context of these four passages shows that they refer to the same period of 
time, and at the end of this period, there will be a catastrophic event for the people 
of God. Daniel 7:25 refers to the one who will cause the disaster as “he.”  

Four beasts representing four world powers will arise, and from the fourth beast, 
a horn will arise. The pronoun “he” in verse 25 refers back to this horn (kingdom) 
in verse 24. The holy ones will “be given into his hand,” and according to 12:7, this 
means that the power of the holy people will be dashed to pieces at the end of 3 1/2 
times. 

There is one who will cause disaster for the two witnesses (the people of God) 
after 42 months, according to Revelation 11: 2, 3, 7, and 13:5. 

!/#+'(+3$*,!'$2/"3'30+'3*#+'.+%*/(!' !

Daniel 9:24-27 has a time prophecy of 70 weeks of years that “have been 
determined upon your people and upon your holy city.” After 69 weeks of years, the 
Messiah would come. In this prophecy, each day represents one year, and 69 weeks 
of years, starting in 455 BCE, totaling 483 years, which ended in 29 CE, when Jesus 
Christ began preaching about the kingdom of God. In a similar way, the seven 
appointed times in Daniel 4:15-17 have been calculated as 2,520 years (7 x 360 days 
= 2,520 days of years) from 607 BCE to 1914 CE. 

In view of the pattern of one day representing one year in these two calculations, 
how can we know that the 1,260 days in Revelation 11:3 and the 1,290 days and 1,335 
days in Daniel 12:11, 12, represent literal days and not that each day represents one 
year? 

Q%&#6'4*$#4&!*-(8 The events mentioned from 11:40 to 12:13 happen during the 
time of the end, and this includes the 3 1/2 times, 1,290 days, and 1,335 days. So, 
these prophecies must be fulfilled after the year 1914, when the time of the end 
started, and therefore, they must refer to literal days. 

Q%&#*&3-(5#4&!*-(8 The prophecies of Revelation will be fulfilled after the year 
98, when the book was written (Revelation 1:1), and the visions John saw would be 
fulfilled on “the Lord’s day,” which can be equated with the time of the end. 
(Revelation 1:10) 

Q%&#$%'45#4&!*-(: Revelation 1:1 indicates that God’s people would understand 
the prophecies of Revelation — the book was written “$-#*%-+#$%&#$%'()*#$%!$#,1*$#
*%-4$".#$!L&#/"!3&.” When the time periods will be fulfilled during the time of the 
end, they must be about literal days. The time period of 1,260 days is mentioned in 
four passages, including Revelation 11:2,3, 7; 13:5.  

What would happen at the end of these days is mentioned — the power of the 
holy people would be dashed to pieces. But none of the four passages tells what 
would mark the beginning of the 1,260 days. 



 208 

If Jesus, who gave the prophecies to John, +-1"5#*%-+ — give understanding to 
his slaves of what would happen, the only starting point of the 1,260 days that the 
people of God could know was the end of the appointed times of the nations in 
1914. 

Regarding the calculation of the prophetic time periods, the Watchtower Society 
has used the Jewish calendar, in which I agree. 

!"#$!,*$,'!&#++#+$!")!$,#1#$8'--#($  

Several details in the prophecy of the two witnesses need clarification. I quote 
Revelation 11:1-11 

&! ?+3! '! $))3!:*J)! '! $#3!('/! 2*6)+! -)! '/! &)! /'*3H! I>)%! .5! '+3! -)'/.$)! %&)!
%)-5:)!E/'+0%.'$CF!#,! >#3!'+3! %&)! ':%'$! '+3! %&#/)! (#$/&*5*+2! *+! *%7!'$ 8.%! '/! ,#$! %&)!
0#.$%C'$3!%&'%!*/!#.%/*3)!%&)!%)-5:)!E/'+0%.'$CF1!0'/%!*%!0:)'$!#.%!'+3!3#!+#%!-)'/.$)!*%1!
;)0'./)!*%!&'/!;))+!2*6)+!%#!%&)!+'%*#+/1!'+3!%&)C!(*::!%$'-5:)!%&)!&#:C!0*%C!.+3)$,##%!,#$!
WS[KXFKZS) USOKLQ7$"$?+3! @! (*::! 0'./)! -C!KZS)ZNKOMQQMQ! %#! 5$#5&)/C!I) KLSYQIOT) KZS)
LYOT[MT)IOT)QNbKX)TIXQ)3$)//)3!*+!/'0J0:#%&7D$!$X&)/)!'$)!E/C-;#:*k)3!;CF!%&)!%(#!#:*6)!
%$))/!'+3!%&)!%(#!:'-5/%'+3/!'+3!'$)!/%'+3*+2!;),#$)!%&)!]#$3!#,!%&)!)'$%&7!
+$?+3!*,!'+C#+)!('+%/!%#!&'$-!%&)-1!,*$)!*//.)/!,#$%&!,$#-!%&)*$!-#.%&/!'+3!3)6#.$/!%&)*$!
)+)-*)/N!'+3!*,! '+C#+)! /&#.:3!('+%!%#!&'$-!%&)-1!*+!%&*/! -'++)$!&)!-./%!;)!J*::)37!*$

X&)/)!&'6)!%&)!'.%&#$*%C!%#!/&.%!.5!&)'6)+!%&'%!+#!$'*+!/&#.:3!,'::!3.$*+2!%&)!3'C/!#,!%&)*$!
5$#5&)/C*+21!'+3!%&)C!&'6)!'.%&#$*%C!#6)$!%&)!('%)$/!%#!%.$+!%&)-!*+%#!;:##3!'+3!%#!/%$*J)!
%&)!)'$%&!(*%&!)6)$C!/#$%!#,!5:'2.)!'/!#,%)+!'/!%&)C!(*/&7!
#$1OT)ZLMO)KLMX)LI\M)WNONQLMT)KLMN[)ZNKOMQQNOPV)KLM)ZNJT)gMIQK)KLIK)IQ`MOTQ)SYK)SW)KLM)
IgXQQ)ZNJJ)UIcM)ZI[)ZNKL)KLMU)IOT)`SOkYM[)KLMU)IOT)cNJJ)KLMU7!
%$?+3!%&)*$!0#$5/)/!(*::!;)!#+!%&)!;$#'3!('C!#,!%&)!2$)'%!0*%C!(&*0&!*/!*+!'!/5*$*%.':!/)+/)!
0'::)3!4#3́#- !'+3!r2C5%1!(&)$)!%&)*$!]#$3!('/!':/#!*-5':)37$($?+3!%&#/)!#,!%&)!5)#5:)/!
'+3!%$*;)/!'+3!%#+2.)/!'+3!+'%*#+/!(*::!:##J!'%!%&)*$!0#$5/)/!,#$!%&$))!'+3!'!&':,!3'C/1!'+3!
%&)C! 3#! +#%! :)%! %&)*$! 0#$5/)/! ;)! :'*3! *+! '! %#-;7!&)$?+3! %&#/)! 3()::*+2! #+! %&)! )'$%&!
$)Y#*0)!#6)$!%&)-!'+3!)+Y#C!%&)-/):6)/1!'+3!%&)C!(*::!/)+3!2*,%/!%#!#+)!'+#%&)$1!;)0'./)!
%&)/)!%(#!5$#5&)%/!%#$-)+%)3!%&#/)!3()::*+2!#+!%&)!)'$%&7!
&&$1OT)IWKM[)KLM)KL[MM)IOT)I)LIJW)TIXQ)QRN[NK)SW)JNWM)W[SU)/ST)MOKM[MT)NOKS)KLMUV)IOT)KLMX)
QKSST)YRSO)KLMN[)WMMK1!'+3!2$)'%!,)'$!,)::!.5#+!%&#/)!;)&#:3*+2!%&)-7!&'$?+3!%&)C!&)'$3!'!
:#.3!6#*0)!#.%!#,!&)'6)+!/'C!%#!%&)-H!IU#-)!#+!.5!&)$)7D!?+3!%&)C!()+%!.5!*+%#!&)'6)+!
*+!%&)!0:#.31!'+3!%&)*$!)+)-*)/!;)&):3!%&)-7!

The two witnesses can be identified by their actions because their actions show 
that the two witnesses fulfilled the same role as four persons who are mentioned in 
the Hebrew Scriptures, namely, the high priest Joshua, the governor Zerubbabel, 
Moses, and Elijah. 

C*+"%)$)&($c#1%..).#-  

Verse 4 says that the two witnesses are antitypes of the two olive trees and the two 
lampstands mentioned by the prophet Zechariah. I quote Zechariah 4:2-3, 11, 14 
(above), and Haggai 2:4 (below): 
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" So I said: “I have seen, and, look! there is a lampstand, all of it of gold, with 
a bowl on top of it. And its seven lamps are upon it, even seven; and the 
lamps that are at the top of it have seven pipes. #+And there are two olive trees 
alongside it, one on the right side of the bowl and one on its left side.” 
!!+And I proceeded to answer and say to him: “What do these two olive trees 
on the right side of the lampstand and on its left side mean?” !$+Accordingly 
he said: “These are the two anointed ones who are standing alongside the 
Lord of the whole earth.” 
$+“‘But now be strong, O Ze·rub5ba·bel,’ is the utterance of Jehovah, ‘and be 
strong, O Joshua the son of Je·hoz5a·dak the high priest.’ “‘And be strong, 
all YOU people of the land,’ is the utterance of Jehovah, ‘and work.’ 

Zerubbabel was the governor, and Jehoshua was the high priest of the Jews after 
they returned from Babylon and settled in their own land. They represented the 
people of God after the Babylonian captivity. That they are prophetic types of the 
two witnesses indicates that the setting of the two witnesses is that God’s people in 
modern times are released from the antitypical Babylon. (Revelation 14:8: 18:4) 

"#$%&'(&#$"%$)*+,# !

The two witnesses had “to shut up heaven that no rain should fall” (verse 6), and 
this shows that the prophet Elijah was a prophetic type of the two witnesses, as we 
read in James 5:17: 

&#$re:*́Y'&! ('/! '! -'+! (*%&! ,)):*+2/! :*J)!#.$/1! '+3!C)%!*+!5$'C)$!&)!5$'C)3! ,#$! *%!+#%!%#!
$'*+N!'+3!*%!3*3!+#%!$'*+!.5#+!%&)!:'+3!,#$!%&$))!C)'$/!'+3!/*K!-#+%&/7!

That the prophet Elijah was a prophetic type of the two witnesses shows that the 
two witnesses should have the same function and do the same work as he did. To 
what did that refer? We get an answer in Malachi 4:5, 6: 

+!I]##J\!@!'-!/)+3*+2!%#!QGR!5)#5:)!re:*́Y'&!%&)!5$#5&)%!;),#$)!%&)!0#-*+2!#,!%&)!2$)'%!
'+3!,)'$ S*+/5*$*+2!3'C!#,!<)&#6'&7$*$?+3!&)!-./%!%.$+!%&)!&)'$%!#,!,'%&)$/!;'0J!%#('$3!
/#+/1!'+3!%&)!&)'$%!#,!/#+/!;'0J!%#('$3!,'%&)$/N!*+!#$3)$!%&'%!@!-'C!+#%!0#-)!'+3!'0%.'::C!
/%$*J)!%&)!)'$%&!(*%&!'!3)6#%*+2!E#,!*%F!%#!3)/%$.0%*#+7D!

How would this prophecy be fulfilled? The priest Zechariah was the father of John 
the Baptist, and before the birth of his son, an angel spoke to him and said, according 
to Luke 1:14-17: 

&!$?+3!C#.!(*::!&'6)!Y#C!'+3!2$)'%!2:'3+)//1!'+3!-'+C!(*::!$)Y#*0)!#6)$!&*/!;*$%&N!&+$,#$!&)!
(*::!;)!2$)'%!;),#$)!<)&#6'&7!8.%!&)!-./%!3$*+J!+#!(*+)!'+3!/%$#+2!3$*+J!'%!'::1!'+3!&)!
(*::!;)!,*::)3!(*%&!&#:C!/5*$*%!$*2&%!,$#-!&*/!-#%&)$A/!(#-;N$&*$'+3!-'+C!#,!%&)!/#+/!#,!
@/$'):!(*::!&)!%.$+!;'0J!%#!<)&#6'&!%&)*$!>#37!&#$?:/#1!&)!(*::!2#!;),#$)!&*-!ZNKL)-iJN!hIL@Q)
QRN[NK)IOT)RSZM[1!%#!%.$+!;'0J!%&)!&)'$%/!#,!,'%&)$/!%#!0&*:3$)+!'+3!%&)!3*/#;)3*)+%!#+)/!
%#!%&)!5$'0%*0':!(*/3#-!#,!$*2&%)#./!#+)/1!KS)PMK)[MITX)WS[)<MLS\IL%I)R[MRI[MT)RMSRJM7D!
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Jesus confirmed that John the Baptist fulfilled the prophecy of Malachi 4:5,6, and 
was an antitype of Elijah, as we read in Matthew 17:10-13? 

&)$B#()6)$1!%&)!3*/0*5:)/!5.%!%&)!T.)/%*#+!%#!&*-H! IP&C1!%&)+1!3#!%&)! /0$*;)/! /'C!%&'%!
re:*́Y'&!-./%!0#-)!,*$/%OD&&$@+!$)5:C!&)!/'*3H!I -iJN!hILV)NOTMMTV)NQ)`SUNOP)IOT)ZNJJ)[MQKS[M)
IJJ) KLNOPQ7$&'$B#()6)$1! @! /'C! %#!QGR!%&'%! re:*ʹY'&! &'/! ':$)'3C! 0#-)! '+3! %&)C! 3*3! +#%!
$)0#2+*k)!&*-!;.%!3*3!(*%&!&*-!%&)!%&*+2/!%&)C!('+%)37!@+!%&*/!('C!':/#!%&)!4#+!#,!-'+!
*/!3)/%*+)3!%#!/.,,)$!'%!%&)*$!&'+3/7D$&"$X&)+!%&)!3*/0*5:)/!5)$0)*6)3!%&'%!&)!/5#J)!%#!%&)-!
';#.%!<#&+!%&)!8'5%*/%7!

We note that John the Baptist was not a reincarnation of Elijah. But John should 
do the same work as Elijah to “get ready for Jehovah a prepared people” and “restore 
all things.” But what can we say about the words in Malachi 4:5, 6, that Elijah would 
come “before the great and fear-inspiring day of Jehovah”? This day did not come 
in the first century. Some prophecies and prophetic types found a miniature 
fulfillment in the first century CE, but will find their greater and final fulfillment in 
the time of the end. This double fulfillment is confirmed in Matthew 16:28-17:10: 

'%$X$.:C!@!/'C!%#!QGR!%&'%!%&)$)!'$)!/#-)!#,!%&#/)!/%'+3*+2!&)$)!%&'%!(*::!+#%!%'/%)!3)'%&!
'%!'::!.+%*:!,*$/%!%&)C!/))!%&)!4#+!#,!-'+!0#-*+2!*+!&*/!J*+23#-7D!
&$4*K!3'C/!:'%)$!<)/./!%##J!d)%)$!'+3!<'-)/!'+3!<#&+!&*/!;$#%&)$!':#+2!'+3!;$#.2&%!%&)-!
.5!*+%#!'!:#,%C!-#.+%'*+!;C!%&)-/):6)/7$'$?+3!&)!('/!%$'+/,*2.$)3!V'".,'*5:*4 W!;),#$)!%&)-1!
'+3!&*/!,'0)!/&#+)!'/!%&)!/.+1!'+3!&*/!#.%)$!2'$-)+%/!;)0'-)!;$*::*'+%!'/!%&)!:*2&%7$"$?+31!
:##J\!%&)$)!'55)'$)3!%#!%&)-!9#/)/!'+3!re:*ʹY'&1!0#+6)$/*+2!(*%&!&*-7$!$^)/5#+/*6):C!d)%)$!
/'*3!%#!<)/./H!I]#$31!*%!*/!,*+)!,#$!./!%#!;)!&)$)7!@,!C#.!(*/&1!@!(*::!)$)0%!%&$))!%)+%/!&)$)1!
#+)!,#$!C#.!'+3!#+)!,#$!9#/)/!'+3!#+)!,#$!re:*ʹY'&7D!
+$P&*:)!&)!('/!C)%!/5)'J*+21!:##J\!'!;$*2&%!0:#.3!#6)$/&'3#()3!%&)-1!'+31!:##J\!'!6#*0)!
#.%!#,!%&)!0:#.31!/'C*+2H!IX&*/!*/!-C!4#+1!%&)!;):#6)31!(&#-!@!&'6)!'55$#6)3N!!:*/%)+!%#!
&*-7D$*$?%!&)'$*+2!%&*/!%&)!3*/0*5:)/!,)::!.5#+!%&)*$!,'0)/!'+3!;)0'-)!6)$C!-.0&!',$'*37$#$

X&)+!<)/./!0'-)!+)'$!'+31!%#.0&*+2!%&)-1!/'*3H!I>)%!.5!'+3!&'6)!+#!,)'$7D$%$P&)+!%&)C!
$'*/)3!%&)*$!)C)/1!%&)C!/'(!+#!#+)!;.%!<)/./!&*-/):,!#+:C7$($?+3!'/!%&)C!()$)!3)/0)+3*+2!
,$#-!%&)!-#.+%'*+1!<)/./!0#--'+3)3!%&)-1!/'C*+2H!IX)::!%&)!6*/*#+!V(*5,', W!%#!+#!#+)!
.+%*:!%&)!4#+!#,!-'+!*/!$'*/)3!.5!,$#-!%&)!3)'37D!

We note that the situation described above was a vision ("/3'4' ), and this is 
confirmed by the word 4#,'4/30/F with the meaning “to change one’s form.” 
According to Matthew 16:28, Jesus said they would “see the Son of man coming in 
his kingdom,” and this was fulfilled by the transfiguration. One of those who were 
present was Peter, and in his second letter 1:16-18, he wrote about the 
transfiguration: 

&*$M#1!*%!('/!+#%!;C!,#::#(*+2!'$%,.::C!0#+%$*6)3!,':/)!/%#$*)/!%&'%!()!'0T.'*+%)3!QGR!(*%&!
%&)!5#()$!'+3!R[MQMO`M!V),5*1-#,W!#,!#.$!]#$3!<)/./!U&$*/%1!;.%!*%!('/!;C!&'6*+2!;)0#-)!
)C)(*%+)//)/! #,! &*/! -'2+*,*0)+0)7$&#$"#$! &)! $)0)*6)3! ,$#-! >#3! %&)! "'%&)$! &#+#$! '+3!
2:#$C1!(&)+!(#$3/!/.0&!'/!%&)/)!()$)!;#$+)!%#!&*-!;C!%&)!-'2+*,*0)+%!2:#$CH!IX&*/!*/!-C!
/#+1!-C!;):#6)31!(&#-!@!-C/):,!&'6)!'55$#6)37D$&%$Q)/1!%&)/)!(#$3/!()!&)'$3 !;#$+)!,$#-!
&)'6)+!(&*:)!()!()$)!(*%&!&*-!*+!%&)!&#:C!-#.+%'*+7!

Peter showed that the transfiguration was a prophetic type of the presence 
(5'3/&).') of Jesus. Because Elijah was seen in the transfiguration, it shows that the 
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fulfillment of the prophecy about the coming of Elijah in Malachi 4:5 will happen 
during the presence of Jesus “before the great and fear-inspiring day of Jehovah.” 

!"2,$<#-.,$("-($("#$:'<2.3$'/$("#$-.(2(572:-0$?02M-"$)&+2.3$("#$7+#,#.:#$
'/$1#,&,$2.)2:-(#)$("-($-$7+#7-+#)$7#'70#$/'+$1#"'>-"$*'&0)$;#$+#-)54$-,$
F&6#$HIHX$,-5,8$

!"#$51*5"#!$4*+#+  

Revelation 11:6 says about the two witnesses that “they have authority over the 
waters to turn them into blood and to strike the earth with every sort of plague as 
often as they wish.” This shows that Moses was also a prophetic type of the two 
witnesses, because the witnesses performed the same actions Moses did. 

Moses himself expressed some prophetic words, indicating that he was a prophetic 
type. We read in Deuteronomy 18:18, 19 (above) and Acts 3:19-23 (below): 

&%$?!5$#5&)%!@!/&'::!$'*/)!.5!,#$!%&)-!,$#-!%&)!-*3/%!#,!%&)*$!;$#%&)$/1!:*J)!C#.N!'+3!@!/&'::!
*+3))3!5.%!-C!(#$3/! *+!&*/! -#.%&1!'+3!&)! (*::!0)$%'*+:C! /5)'J!%#!%&)-! '::!%&'%!@!/&'::!
0#--'+3!&*-7 $&($?+3!*%!-./%!#00.$!%&'%!%&)!-'+!(&#!(*::!+#%!:*/%)+!%#!-C!(#$3/!%&'%!&)!
(*::!/5)'J!*+!-C!+'-)1!@!/&'::!-C/):,!$)T.*$)!'+!'00#.+%!,$#-!&*-7!
&($I^)5)+%1!%&)$),#$)1!'+3!%.$+!'$#.+3!/#!'/!%#!2)%!QGR^!/*+/!;:#%%)3!#.%1!%&'%!/)'/#+/!#,!
$),$)/&*+2!-'C!0#-)!,$#-!%&)!5)$/#+!#,!<)&#6'&!')$'+3!%&'%!&)!-'C!/)+3!,#$%&!%&)!U&$*/%!
'55#*+%)3! ,#$!QGR1!<)/./1!'&$(&#-!&)'6)+1! *+3))31! -./%!&#:3! (*%&*+!*%/):,!''$ .+%*:!%&)!
%*-)/! #,! $)/%#$'%*#+!#,! '::!%&*+2/!#,! (&*0&!>#3! /5#J)!%&$#.2&!%&)! -#.%&!#,!&*/!&#:C!
5$#5&)%/!#,!#:3!%*-)7!''$ @+! ,'0%1!9#/)/! /'*31!=<)&#6'&!>#3! (*::!$'*/)! .5! ,#$!QGR!,$#-!
'-#+2 !QGR^!;$#%&)$/!'!5$#5&)%!:*J)!-)7!QGR!-./%!:*/%)+!%#!&*-!'00#$3*+2!%#!'::!%&)!
%&*+2/!&)!/5)'J/!%#!QGR7$'"$@+3))31!'+C!/#.:!%&'%!3#)/!+#%!:*/%)+!%#!%&'%!d$#5&)%!(*::!;)!
0#-5:)%):C!3)/%$#C)3!,$#-!'-#+2!%&)!5)#5:)7A!

In the speech Peter gave, according to Acts 3:19-23, he showed that Moses was a 
type of Jesus. Moses was the mediator of the old covenant, and Jesus was the 
mediator of the new covenant. The situation we are discussing in Revelation 11:2-11 
occurs when the greater Moses, Jesus Christ, is present. That Moses, according to 
Revelation 11:6, is also a prophetic type of the two witnesses, stresses their role as 
spiritual Israel whose basis is the new covenant. Moses stressed the importance of 
listening to the words of the one of whom he was a prophetic type, suggesting that 
the two witnesses would preach the word of God and that it was important to listen 
to these words. 

"#$%*-$."*/*0,"*(.%(/%"#$%"1(%1*".$22$2 !

The words of Daniel 12:7 identify the two Witnesses: 
#!?+3!@!;)2'+!%#!&)'$!%&)!-'+!0:#%&)3!(*%&!%&)!:*+)+1!(&#!('/!.5!';#6)!%&)!('%)$/!#,!%&)!
/%$)'-1!'/!&)!5$#0))3)3!%#!$'*/)!&*/!$*2&%!E&'+3F!'+3!&*/!:),%!E&'+3F!%#!%&)!&)'6)+/!'+3!%#!
/()'$ !;C! %&)! G+)! (&#! */! ':*6)! ,#$! %*-)! *+3),*+*%)H!I@%! (*::! ;)! ,#$! '+! '55#*+%)3! %*-)1!
'55#*+%)3!%*-)/!'+3!'!&':,7!?+3!'/!/##+!'/!%&)$)!(*::!&'6)!;))+!'!,*+*/&*+2!#,!%&)!3'/&*+2!
#,!%&)!5#()$!#,!KLM)LSJX)RMSRJM!%#!5*)0)/1!'::!%&)/)!%&*+2/!(*::!0#-)!%#!%&)*$!,*+*/&7D 
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The identification is that the holy people mentioned by Daniel experience the 
same things as the two witnesses at the same time. The power of the holy people will 
be dashed to pieces, and the two witnesses will be killed. The time period Daniel 
mentions is 3 1/2 times, which is the same as 42 months, or 1,260 days, that is 
mentioned in Revelation. 

Revelation is written in signs, and the same things can be described in different 
ways. I quote Revelation 13:5-7: 

+$?+3!'!-#.%&!/5)'J*+2!2$)'%!%&*+2/!'+3!;:'/5&)-*)/!('/!2*6)+!*%1!'+3!'.%&#$*%C!%#!'0%!
WS[KXFKZS)USOKLQ!('/!2*6)+!*%7!*$?+3!*%!#5)+)3!*%/!-#.%&!*+!;:'/5&)-*)/!'2'*+/%!>#31!%#!
;:'/5&)-)!&*/!+'-)! '+3!&*/!$)/*3)+0)1! )6)+!%&#/)!$)/*3*+2!*+!&)'6)+7$#$?+3!%&)$)! ('/!
2$'+%)3!*%!%#!('2)!('$!(*%&!KLM)LSJX)SOMQ!'+3!0#+T.)$!%&)-1!'+3!'.%&#$*%C!('/!2*6)+!*%!
#6)$!)6)$C!%$*;)!'+3!5)#5:)!'+3!%#+2.)!'+3!+'%*#+7! 

 The verses say that the wild beast mentioned in verse 1, will “wage war with the 
holy ones and conquer them,” and the period of 42 months is mentioned. Because 
the same time period and the same destiny are mentioned in connection with the two 
witnesses in chapter 11 and the holy ones in chapter 13, they must be identical. 

A different description is found in Revelation 12:17: 
&#$?+3! %&)! 3$'2#+! 2$)(! ($'%&,.:! '%! %&)! (#-'+1! '+3! ()+%! #,,! %#! ('2)! ('$! (*%&!KLM)
[MUINONOP)SOMQ)SW)LM[)QMMTV!(&#!#;/)$6)!%&)!0#--'+3-)+%/!#,!>#3!'+3!&'6)!%&)!(#$J!
#,!;)'$*+2!(*%+)//!%#!<)/./7 

Three different identifications are used in Revelation for those who will be 
persecuted and conquered: “the two witnesses,” “the holy ones,” and “the remaining 
ones of her [the woman’s] seed.” These expressions align well with the expression 
“the holy people” in Daniel 12:7. 

Jesus said that his followers should understand his great prophecy, including the 
appointed times of the nations, and that they should understand Revelation. And 
Daniel wrote that his prophecies should be sealed until the time of the end. But at 
that time, the prophecies should be understood 

The important question is which group was conquered and killed after a time 
period of 1,260 days? As far as I know, no other religious group has claimed this 
except Jehovah’s Witnesses.  Is this claim sound? And will it identify Jehovah’s 
Witnesses as “the holy people,” the people of God?  

30+'$..,*1$3*/)'/4'30+'>7=eN'($&!' !

It is clear that 3 1/2 times in Daniel 7:25 and 12:7, as well as 42 months in 
Revelation 11:2 and 13:5, and 1,260 days in Revelation 11:3 refer to the same time 
period. None of the contexts of these time periods tells us what would mark the 
beginning of the period. 

But 3 1/2 times in Daniel 12:7 ends with the dashing to pieces the power of the 
holy people, Revelation 11:7 ends with the killing of the two witnesses, and 13:5-7 
ends with the conquering of “the holy ones” by the wild beast. These three events 
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must refer to the same situation. The time of the end is mentioned in Daniel 11:40 
and 12:9, so the 3 1/2 times occur in the context of events in the time of the end. 

Revelation 1:1 says that the signs in the book will be fulfilled in the future, which 
is after the year 98, when the book was probably written. Daniel 12:9 says the 
prophecies of the book will first be understood in the time of the end, which chapter 
3 shows began in 1914 CE. Revelation 1:10 shows that the spirit moved John to “the 
day of the lord.”  

Given the background mentioned, it is logical that the day of the Lord is the same 
as the time of the end. This suggests that what happened to the two witnesses 
occurred on the day of the Lord, which is probably the same as the time of the end. 

The only group today preaching to all the nations that the kingdom of God has 
been established, and that this kingdom, in the near future, will remove this wicked 
system of things and create a paradise on the earth, is Jehovah’s Witnesses. This 
group began in the 1870s as “The Bible Students.” 

Can we find one event in the history of this group when their power was dashed 
to pieces, and the two witnesses were killed? There is only one such situation, and 
that is what happened on 01(&# GCA# CDCb. On this day, the president of the 
Watchtower Society, J. F. Rutherford, Secretary-Treasurer W. E. Van Amburgh, 
Clayton J. Woodworth and George H. Fisher (the two compilers of !"#$ c.%.)"#*$
]8),#38), F. H. Robison (a member of the X',("$ !/9#3$editorial committee), 
A. H. Macmillan, R. J. Martin, and Giovanni DeCecca were sentenced to 80 years in 
prison. 

Revelation 11:7 says: “And when they have finished their witnessing, $%&#+'"5#
2&!*$#$%!$#!*3&(5*#-1$#-6#$%&#!2.** #('+8))/)) will make war with them and conquer 
them and kill them.” Revelation 13:1 speaks about “a wild beast ascending out of $%&#
*&! (,"'-'))' ). Is this the same wild beast that is mentioned in 11:7? Deuteronomy 
30:13 (The Septuagint) uses the Greek word ,"'-'))'  (“sea”), and the reference to this 
passage in Romans 10:7 uses the Greek word '+8))/) (“abyss”). Therefore, “the wild 
beast that ascends out of the abyss (Revelation 11:7) is a reference to the wild beast 
that ascends out of the sea (,"'-'))' ). (Revelation 13:1) 

The mentioned persons were the leaders of “the holy people/the holy ones,” and 
they were taken to jail. As a result, the entire organization broke down, and the 
religious work of this group came to a halt. If we count back 1,260 days from 01(&#
GCA#CDCb, we arrive at Y&3&,2&4#CDCE. The event marking the beginning of the 1,260 
days is not mentioned. But because the appointed times of the nations ended in 1914, 
and December is the last month of that year, it is logical to start the calculation of 
the 1,260 days in this month. The Watchtower of November 1, 1993, page 10, says: 

&"!B)+0)1! ,$#-! L)0)-;)$ !bmbc1! %&*/! /-'::! ;'+3! #,! (*%+)//)/! =5$)'0&)3! *+! /'0J0:#%&1A!
&.-;:C!)+3.$*+2!'/!%&)C!'++#.+0)3!<)&#6'&A/!Y.32-)+%/7!?!/&#0J!%#!-'+C!('/1!*+!bmbn1!
%&)!3)'%&!#,!U7!X7!^.//)::1!%&)!,*$/%!5$)/*3)+%!#,!%&)!P'%0&!X#()$!8*;:)!'+3!X$'0%!4#0*)%C7!
?/!('$!,)6)$!%##J!&#:31!%&)C!)+0#.+%)$)3!-#.+%*+2!#55#/*%*#+7!4#-)!()$)!*-5$*/#+)37!
@+3*6*3.':/1!/.0&!'/!"$'+J!d:'%%!*+!r+2:'+3!'+3!^#;)$%!U:)22!*+!U'+'3'1!()$)!%#$%.$)3!;C!
/'3*/%*0!'.%&#$*%*)/7!"*+'::C1!#+!<YOM)=GV)G8G?1!<7!"7!^.%&)$,#$31!%&)!+)(!5$)/*3)+%1!%#2)%&)$!
(*%&!%&)!3*$)0%#$/!#,!%&)!P'%0&!X#()$!8*;:)!'+3!X$'0%!4#0*)%C1!('/!/)+%)+0)3!#+!,':/)!
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0&'$2)/!%#!'!:#+2!%)$-!*+!5$*/#+7!X&./1!'%!%&)!)+3!#,!%&)!5$#5&)%*0!5)$*#31!%&)!I:*%%:)!&#$+D!
J*::)3!%&)!#$2'+*k)3!5.;:*0!5$)'0&*+2!(#$J7[ L'+*): !jHg1!b#%+0M,'"-0V"5-#*%\0

I find the Watchtower’s explanation of the fulfillment of 1,260 days to be 
convincing. I am not aware of any other religious group that has claimed the 
fulfillment of the 1,260 days in their history. 

T.#$ 2<7'+(-.($ 0#,,'.$ ('$ 0#-+.$ /+'<$ ("#$ )2,:&,,2'.$ -;'>#$ 2,$ ("#$
2<7'+(-.:#$'/$("#$5#-+$H[HJ$-,$("#$#.)$'/$("#$-77'2.(#)$(2<#,$'/$("#$
.-(2'.,$-.)$("#$,(-+($'/$("#$(2<#$'/$("#$#.)8$$
@,$-$<-((#+$'/$/-:(4$("#$&.)#+,(-.)2.3$'/$("#$7+'7"#:2#,$'/$("#$Y2;0#$
"2.3#,$&7'.$("#$5#-+$H[HJ8$B/$("2,$5#-+$2,$+#M#:(#)4$("#$7+'7"#:2#,$:-..'($
;#$&.)#+,('')o$

!"#$1#>'>)-$*3$!"#$!,*$,'!&#++#+  

The people of God, symbolized by the two witnesses, died on June 21, 1918, when 
the leaders were jailed. Regarding this situation. Revelation 11:8-12: 

(+?+3!%&)*$!0#$5/)/!(*::!;)!#+!%&)!;$#'3!('C!#,!%&)!2$)'%!0*%C!(&*0&!*/!*+!'!/5*$*%.':!/)+/)!
0'::)3!4#3́#- !'+3!r2C5%1!(&)$)!%&)*$!]#$3!('/!':/#!*-5':)37$($?+3!%&#/)!#,!%&)!5)#5:)/!
'+3!%$*;)/!'+3!%#+2.)/!'+3!+'%*#+/!(*::!:##J!'%!%&)*$!0#$5/)/!,#$!%&$))!'+3!'!&':,!3'C/1!'+3!
%&)C! 3#! +#%! :)%! %&)*$! 0#$5/)/! ;)! :'*3! *+! '! %#-;7!&)$?+3! %&#/)! 3()::*+2! #+! %&)! )'$%&!
$)Y#*0)!#6)$!%&)-!'+3!)+Y#C!%&)-/):6)/1!'+3!%&)C!(*::!/)+3!2*,%/!%#!#+)!'+#%&)$1!;)0'./)!
%&)/)!%(#!5$#5&)%/!%#$-)+%)3!%&#/)!3()::*+2!#+!%&)!)'$%&7!
&&$1OT)IWKM[)KLM)KL[MM)IOT)I)LIJW)TIXQ)QRN[NK)SW)JNWM)W[SU)/ST)MOKM[MT)NOKS)KLMUV)IOT)KLMX)
QKSST)YRSO)KLMN[)WMMK1!'+3!2$)'%!,)'$!,)::!.5#+!%&#/)!;)&#:3*+2!%&)-7!&'$?+3!%&)C!&)'$3!'!
:#.3!6#*0)!#.%!#,!&)'6)+!/'C!%#!%&)-H!IU#-)!#+!.5!&)$)7D!?+3!%&)C!()+%!.5!*+%#!&)'6)+!
*+!%&)!0:#.31!'+3!%&)*$!)+)-*)/!;)&):3!%&)-7!

The prophecy says that after a short period symbolized as three and a half days, 
the two witnesses were revived. They had been in jail for 9 months, but on March 
25, 1919, they were released. Those who had been jailed received much support, and 
the religious work that had stopped on June 21, 1918, was continued. The 
headquarters in Pittsburgh were renovated, and Rutherford was back on the job by 
July 1919. A convention was held in Cedar Point, Ohio on September 1-8, 1919, and 
the talks stressed the need for all Christians to proclaim the kingdom of God. This 
convention clearly stirred the Bible students to action, indicating that the two 
witnesses had been revived. 

!"#$E$FGH$+*4%$9#)*($'( $I#.#69#2$EJEK8$*(+$#(+#+$-($0/(#$FE8$
EJEL;$$
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!-%&2%.,'1&'(&:C9HG&1"0+ &

The period of 3 1/2 times (1,260 days) is mentioned in Daniel 12:7. That the 
prophecies of Daniel should not be understood before the time of the end, is 
mentioned in verses 8-10, and in verse 11 we read: 

&&$I?+3!,$#-!%&)!%*-)!%&'%!%&)!0#+/%'+%!E,)'%.$)F!&'/!;))+!$)-#6)3!'+3!%&)$)!&'/!;))+!'!
5:'0*+2!#,!%&)!3*/2./%*+2!%&*+2!%&'%!*/!0'./*+2!3)/#:'%*#+1!%&)$)!(*::!;)!#+)!%&#./'+3!%(#!
&.+3$)3!'+3!+*+)%C!3'C/7!

Because the setting of Daniel chapter 9 is the time of the end, the 1,290 days must 
also be fulfilled in the time of the end. In this situation, we also have an event in the 
history of the world, that connects the 1 290 days with the time of the end. This is 
the placing of the disgusting thing that causes desolation. !

30+'2+8*))*)8'/4'30+'>7=LN'($&! !

In connection with the beginning of the 1,290 days, “the constant [feature]” is 
mentioned. The Hebrew word ,J4@*$(“constant, continually”) refers to a sacrifice that 
was constantly placed on the altar in the temple. This sacrifice was a prophetic type, 
and the question is: What is the antitype in the time of the end? We get an answer in 
Hebrews 13:15: 

&+$X&$#.2&!&*-!:)%!./!':('C/!#,,)$!%#!>#3!'!/'0$*,*0)!#,!5$'*/)1!%&'%!*/1!%&)!,$.*%!#,!:*5/!(&*0&!
-'J)!5.;:*0!3)0:'$'%*#+!%#!&*/!+'-)7!

When were the sacrifices of praise removed? This happened on June 21, 1918, 
when the leaders of the congregations of the Bible Students were sent to jail. Because 
of this, the preaching of the good news of the kingdom, the fruit of lips, stopped. 

Another later event that would mark the beginning of the 1 290 days was “a 
placing of the disgusting thing that is causing desolation.” The expression “a placing” 
is translated from the infinitive construct of the verb %J,'%7 with the meaning “give, 
put, set, set up.” Matthew 24:15 and Mark 13:14 speak about the disgusting thing 
that causes desolation, and in both places the Greek verb ".),E4., with the meaning 
“put, place, set up” is used. The verb ".),E4.$is perfect participle, indicating that the 
action has been completed, literally: “having been placed.” 

In the first century, Jesus showed that the disgusting thing would be placed in a 
holy place. When this happened, the followers of Jesus should see it and react. The 
Hebrew infinitive is time-indifferent, which means that we cannot know the time of 
the verb %J,'%. Therefore, the rendering “a placing” of NWT84 is fine. 

As I demonstrated in chapter 6, the disgusting thing that causes desolation refers 
to the League of Nations, and later to the United Nations. When was there “a 
placing” of the League of Nations, and who did this placing? There are three dates 
that must be considered: 

The peace conference in Paris started on January 18, 1919. 
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The Versailles Treaty was signed on June 28, 1919. 
The League of Nations was established on October 13, 1919. 

The writers of The Watchtower have chosen 0!(1!4.#CbA#CDCD, as the beginning 
of the 1,290 days, and I agree with this choice. The reason for this is given in The 
Watchtower of October 1, 1959, pages 597, 598: 

8),#$)!P#$:3!P'$!@!)+3)3!#+!M#6)-;)$!bb1!bmbg1!?-)$*0'+!d$)/*3)+%!P*:/#+!5$#5#/)3!
'! ])'2.)!#,!M'%*#+/7!8),#$)!%&)!d'$*/!d)'0)!U#+,)$)+0)!#5)+)3!*+!bmbm!%&)!)K)0.%*6)!
0#--*%%))! #,! %&)! ")3)$':! U#.+0*:! #,! %&)! U&.$0&)/! #,! U&$*/%! *+! ?-)$*0'! '3#5%)3! '!
L)0:'$'%*#+! /%'%*+2! %&'%!KLM) R[SRSQMT) .MIPYM) ZIQ) fKLM) RSJNKN`IJ) MbR[MQQNSO) SW) KLM)
:NOPTSU) SW) /ST) SO) MI[KLad! X&)! )K)0.%*6)! 0#--*%%))! ':/#! '55#*+%)3! '! 45)0*':!
U#--*//*#+!%#!5$)/)+%!#,,*0*'::C!%&)!L)0:'$'%*#+!%#!%&)!d)'0)!U#+,)$)+0)!%&)+!/##+!%#!
0#+6)+)!'%!d'$*/7!
"' !L*3!%&*/!45)0*':!U#--*//*#+!5$)/)+%!%&)!L)0:'$'%*#+!%#!%&)!d'$*/!d)'0)!U#+,)$)+0)!
',%)$!*%!#5)+)3!#+!<'+.'$C!bg1!bmbmO!@+!%&)!'++.':!$)5#$%!#,!%&)!")3)$':!U#.+0*:!#,!%&)!
U&.$0&)/!#,!U&$*/%!*+!?-)$*0'!,#$!%&)!0':)+3'$!C)'$!#,!bmbm!%&)$)!'55)'$)3!#+!5'2)!bb!
%&*/!/)+%)+0)H!

?%!%&)!d)'0)!U#+,)$)+0)!*+!d'$*/!'!$)5$)/)+%'%*6)!0#--*%%))!#,!%&)!")3)$':!U#.+0*:!('/!
$)0)*6)3! ;C! #,,*0*':/! #,! %&)! 2#6)$+-)+%! '+3! 5$)/)+%)3! %&)! '0%*#+/! #,! %&)! )K)0.%*6)!
0#--*%%))!(&*0&!%&)C!()$)!*+/%$.0%)3!%#!0#+6)C!%#!%&)!d)'0)!U#+,)$)+0)7!
"" !9#$)!'0%*#+!%&'+!%&)!';#6)!('/!%'J)+7!X&)!d)'0)!X$)'%C!('/!/*2+)3!#+!<.+)!hg1!bmbm7!
X&)!")3)$':!U#.+0*:!8.::)%*+!'/!#,!<.+)1!bmbm1!#+!5'2)!mc1!/'*3!%&)!,#::#(*+2!*+!'+!'$%*0:)!
)+%*%:)3!I^)/#:.%*#+/!?3#5%)3!;C!%&)!")3)$':!U#.+0*:!#,!%&)!U&.$0&)/!#,!U&$*/%!*+!45)0*':!
4)//*#+!'%!U:)6):'+31!G&*#1!9'C!nSg1!bmbmDH!

b7! 4#0*':!<./%*0)!7!7!7!

h7! M'%*#+':!'+3!@+%)$+'%*#+':!?,,'*$/!

^r4G]urLH! X&'%! ()! )K5$)//! #.$! 2$'%*%.3)! ,#$! %&)! )/%';:*/&-)+%! #,! %&)! ])'2.)! #,!
M'%*#+/!'/!'2$))3!.5#+!;C!%&)!d'$*/!d)'0)!U#+,)$)+0)!'+3!5:)32)!#.$!/.55#$%!*+!/)0.$*+2!
*%/!$'%*,*0'%*#+!;C!%&)!4)+'%)!#,!%&)!R+*%)3!4%'%)/!'+3!#.$!3)6#%*#+!%#!-'J)!*%!'!/.00)//7!

On the basis of the quotation above, we can say that Church leaders in the USA 
did the “placing” of the disgusting thing by claiming that the League of Nations was 
“the political expression of the kingdom of God on earth.” They did this before and 
during the peace conference. 

The Bible students under the leadership of J.F. Rutherford had a different view of 
the League of Nations than Church leaders in the USA and Great Britain, as we see 
in the following quotation from The Watchtower of November 15, 1970, pages 688, 
689: 

&*!L*3! %&*/! 3*/2./%)3! >#3! -'J)! 5$#%)/%! %#! %&)! +'%*#+/! %&'%! .+3)$%##J! %&)! ])'2.)! #,!
M'%*#+/O!Q)/1!%&$#.2&!&*/!I&#:C!5)#5:)D!#+!)'$%&7!@+!%&)!/5$*+2!#,!bmbm!&)!;$#.2&%!%#!'+!
)+3! %&)! 0#+3*%*#+! *+! (&*0&! &*/! I&#:C! 5)#5:)D! &'3! %&)*$! 5#()$! /0'%%)$)3!#$! 3'/&)3! %#!
5*)0)/7! ?,%)$!%&)!u)$/'*::)/! d)'0)!X$)'%C! ('/! /*2+)3!#+!<.+)!hg1!bmbm1! ;.%! ;),#$)!%&)!
])'2.)!#,!M'%*#+/!()+%!*+%#!),,)0%!#+!G0%#;)$!bi1!bmbm1!>#3A/!:*;)$'%)31!$).+*%)3!I&#:C!
5)#5:)D!0):);$'%)3!%&)*$!,*$/%!*+%)$+'%*#+':!0#+6)+%*#+!'%!U)3'$!d#*+%1!G&*#1!4)5%)-;)$!bS
g1!bmbm7!X&)$)! *+!%&)!5.;:*0! :)0%.$)!#,! IB#5)! ,#$!L*/%$)//)3!B.-'+*%CD!*%!('/! ;#:3:C!
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3)0:'$)3! %&'%! %&)! ])'2.)! #,! M'%*#+/1! 3)/5*%)! &'6*+2! %&)! ;:)//*+2! #,! %&)! 0:)$2C! #,!
U&$*/%)+3#-1! (#.:3! +)6)$! &'6)! <)&#6'&A/! ;:)//*+2! '+3! (#.:3! %&)$),#$)! ,'*:7! 4&#$%:C!
',%)$('$3!%&)!])'2.)!('/!*3)+%*,*)3!*+!%&)!8,.?(0E*F"5!*//.)!'/!#,!<'+.'$C !b1!bmhb1!'/!;)*+2!
%&)! I*-'2)! #,! %&)! (*:3! ;)'/%D! ,#$)%#:3! *+!^)6):'%*#+! biHbc1! b`1! /)%! .5! ,#$! (#$:3(*3)!
(#$/&*57! ".$%&)$-#$)1! *+!bmhn1! *+!%&)!5.;:*0! :)0%.$)! *+! ^#C':! ?:;)$%!B'::! #,! ]#+3#+1!
r+2:'+31! *%! ('/! 5$#0:'*-)3!%&'%!%&)! ])'2.)! #,!M'%*#+/! ('/!%&)! r*2&%&!P#$:3!d#()$!
,#$)%#:3!*+!^)6):'%*#+!bjHbb7!

It is clear that J.F. Rutherford and the Bible Students, even before the League of 
Nations started to function, understood and expressed that it had God’s disapproval. 

30+'+)('/4'30+'>7=LN'($&! ''!

The book D&3$a%(/4.%;$X/3-*$=/:#3%4#%,$_ $=/*O)$M.%;*/4 (1977), page 138, has the 
following calculation: 

"* !@,1!+#(1!()!-)'/.$)!b1hma!3'C/!,$#-!%&'%!-'$J)3!3'%)1!<'+.'$C!bg1!bmbm1!(&)+!%&)!)*2&%!
$)5$)/)+%'%*6)/!#,!%&)!P'%0&!X#()$!8*;:)!'+3!X$'0%!4#0*)%C!()$)!/%*::!.+3)$!$)/%$'*+%!*+!
%&)!?%:'+%'!,)3)$':!5)+*%)+%*'$C1!(&)$)!3#!()!)+3!.5O!?00#$3*+2!%#!%&)!8*;:)1!%&#/)!b1hma!
3'C/! '$)!%&)!)T.*6':)+%!#,!%&$))! :.+'$!C)'$/! '+3! /)6)+! :.+'$!-#+%&/7!?00#$3*+2!%#!%&)!
:.+'$!0':)+3'$1!<IOYI[X)G?V)G8G81!,)::!#+!4&);'%!bj1!bmbm7!X&$))!:.+'$!C)'$/!,$#-!%&)+!
(#.:3! :)'3! .5!%#!4&);'%!bj1!bmhh1!#$!");$.'$C!b`1!bmhh7!4)6)+! :.+'$! -#+%&/!0#.+%)3!
,$#-!%&'%!(#.:3!)+3!(*%&!r:.:!bn1!bmhh1!#$!'%!/.+3#(+1!3MRKMUgM[)8V)G8==7!4#!3*3!%&)!
b1hma!3'C/!#$!%&$))!:.+'$!C)'$/!'+3!/)6)+!-#+%&/!)+3!'%!'!/*2+*,*0'+%!%*-)O!X&)!&*/%#$*0':!
,'0%/!'+/()$!Q)/\!

This is a sound calculation, and it shows that the 1,290 days started on 0!(1!4.#
CbA#CDCDA and ended on 9&/$&,2&4#DA#CDGG, during the epoque-making convention in 
Cedar Point in Ohio, September 5-13, 1922. To show that the mentioned convention 
was a milestone in the history of the Bible Students, I make a long quotation from 
the book D&3$a%(/4.%;$X/3-*$=/:#3%4#%,$_ $=/*O)$M.%;*/4, pages 138, 139: 

"#!X&)! ,#::#(*+2! 3'C! E%&)! 3'C! ',%)$! %&)! )+3! #,! %&)! b!hma! 3'C/F1! 4)5%)-;)$!ba1! bmhh1! '!
4.+3'C1! 5$#6)3! %#! ;)! %&)! /*K%&! 3'C! #,! '! +*+)S3'C! *+%)$+'%*#+':! 0#+6)+%*#+! #,! %&)!
@+%)$+'%*#+':!8*;:)!4%.3)+%/!?//#0*'%*#+!'%!U)3'$!d#*+%1!G&*#1!R747?7!@%!('/!)+%*%:)3!#+!
%&)! 5$#2$'-! '/! I?0%*6*%C! L'C7D! X&)! ,)'%.$)! #,! %&)! 3'C! ('/! %&)! 5.;:*0! '33$)//! %#! '+!
'.3*)+0)!#,!bg1aaa1!;C!%&)!5$)/*3)+%!#,!%&)!P'%0&!X#()$!8*;:)!'+3!X$'0%!4#0*)%C7!?%!%&)!
0:#/)!#,!&*/!#$':!'$2.-)+%1!%&)!/5)'J)$!/.;-*%%)3!%#!&*/!'.3*)+0)!'!$)/#:.%*#+!0'::)3!I?!
d$#0:'-'%*#+1D!(&*0&!/)%!,#$%&!'!0&'::)+2)!%#!'::!%&)!(#$:3!$.:)$/7!X&*/!d$#0:'-'%*#+!('/!
-)'+%1!+#%!,#$!Y./%!%&#/)!0#+6)+%*#+)$/1!;.%!,#$!'::!%&)!(#$:31!'+3!/.;/)T.)+%!%#!%&)!U)3'$!
d#*+%!0#+6)+%*#+!*%!('/!5.;:*/&)3!*+!%$'0%!,#$-!'+3!3*/%$*;.%)3!;C!%&)!%)+/!#,!-*::*#+/!#,!
0#5*)/!*+!-'+C!:'+2.'2)/7!
"%!X&)!5$)0)3*+2!3'C1!4'%.$3'C1!4)5%)-;)$!m1!('/!)+%*%:)3!IU#+/)0$'%*#+!L'CD!'+3!('/!
-'$J)3! ;C!%&)!-'//!;'5%*/-!#,!inb!-)+!'+3!(#-)+!*+!/C-;#:!#,!%&)*$!3)3*0'%*#+!%#!>#3!
%&$#.2&!U&$*/%7!B#()6)$1!"$*3'C1!4)5%)-;)$!g1!('/!)+%*%:)3!IX&)!L'C1D!(&*0&!,)'%.$)3!
%&)!'33$)//!#,!%&)!4#0*)%CA/!5$)/*3)+%!#+!%&)!%&)-)!,#.+3!*+!9'%%&)(!cHbjH!IX&)!f*+23#-!
#,!B)'6)+!@/!'%!B'+37D!V=V W!])'3*+2!.5!%#!%&)!0:*-'K!#,!&*/!'33$)//1!%&)!/5)'J)$!/'*3H!

IP&C1!%&)+1!3):*6)$!%&)!-)//'2)!%#!%&#/)!(&#!3#!+#%!.+3)$/%'+3O!P*::!'+C!#+)!&)'$O!X&)!
d$#5&)%!#,!%&)!]#$3!'+/()$/H!=8$*+2!,#$%&!%&)!;:*+3!5)#5:)!%&'%!&'6)!)C)/1!'+3!%&)!3)',!
%&'%!&'6)!)'$/7!])%!'::!%&)!+'%*#+/!;)!2'%&)$)3!%#2)%&)$1!'+3!:)%!%&)!5)#5:)!;)!'//)-;:)3H!
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(&#!'-#+2!%&)-!0'+!3)0:'$)!%&*/1!'+3!/&)(!./!,#$-)$!%&*+2/O!:)%!%&)-!;$*+2!,#$%&!%&)*$!
(*%+)//)/1!%&'%!%&)C! -'C! ;)!Y./%*,*)3H!#$! :)%!%&)-!&)'$1! '+3! /'C1!@%!*/!%$.%&7!Q)! '$)! -C!
(*%+)//)/1!/'*%&!%&)!]#$31!'+3!-C!/)$6'+%!(&#-!@!&'6)!0&#/)+H!%&'%!C)!-'C!J+#(! '+3!
;):*)6)!-)1!'+3!.+3)$/%'+3!%&'%!@!'-!&)H!;),#$)!-)!%&)$)!('/!+#!>#3!,#$-)31!+)*%&)$!
/&'::!%&)$)!;)!',%)$!-)7!@1!)6)+!@1!'-!%&)!]#$3N!'+3!;)/*3)!-)!%&)$)!*/!+#!/'6*#.$7!@!&'6)!
3)0:'$)31!'+3!&'6)!/'6)31!'+3!@!&'6)!/&)()31!(&)+!%&)$)!('/!+#!/%$'+2)!2#3!'-#+2!C#.H!
%&)$),#$)!C)!'$)!-C!(*%+)//)/1!/'*%&!%&)!]#$31!%&'%!@!'-!>#37A[ @/'*'&!ciHgSbh7!

IX&./!()!/))!%&'%!%&#/)!#,!%&)!%)-5:)!0:'//!'$)!0:)'$:C!3)/*2+'%)3!'/!%&)!]#$3A/!(*%+)//)/!
'%!%&*/!%*-)1!%#!;$*+2!'!-)//'2)!#,!0#+/#:'%*#+!%#!%&)!5)#5:)1!%&'%!%&)!J*+23#-!#,!&)'6)+!
*/!&)$)1!7!7!7!D!

4#1!(*%&!'::!3.)!,*%+)//1!%&)!4#0*)%CA/!5$)/*3)+%!0#.:3!0:#/)!&*/!$#./*+2!/5))0&!(*%&!%&*/!
)K&#$%'%*#+H!I?36)$%*/)1!'36)$%*/)1!'36)$%*/)1!%&)!f*+2!'+3!&*/!J*+23#-7D!
"( !@--)3*'%)!#55#$%.+*%C!%#!'36)$%*/)!('/!#,,)$)3!#+!%&)!3'C!',%)$!%&)!5.;:*0!%':J!'+3!%&)!
0&'::)+2*+2! $)/#:.%*#+! '3#5%)3! ;C! '::! %&)! 0#+6)+%*#+)$/7! X&'%! 9#+3'C1! 4)5%)-;)$!bb1!
bmhh1!('/!)+%*%:)3!I4)$6*0)!L'C1D!'+3!%&)!0#+6)+%*#+)$/!/'::*)3!,#$%&!*+%#!%&)!,*):3!/)$6*0)1!
-#$)!J))+:C!'('$)!%&'+!)6)$!%&'%!%&)C!()$)!'36'+0)!5.;:*0*%C!'2)+%/!#,!>#3A/!2:#$*#./!
J*+23#-7!
!) !]'%)$! #+1! *%! ('/! 3*/0)$+)3! %&'%! %&)! 5.;:*0! -)//'2)! '+3! %&)! $)/#:.%*#+! '3#5%)3! *+!
0#++)0%*#+!(*%&!%&'%!5.;:*0!-)//'2)!('/!%&)!/%'$%!#,!%&)!,.:,*::-)+%!#,!(&'%!('/!,#$)%#:3!
*+!^)6):'%*#+1!0&'5%)$/!)*2&%!%&$#.2&!/*K%))+7!P&'%!('/!%&'%O!X&)!/#.+3*+2!#,!%&)!/)6)+!
%$.-5)%/! '+3!%&)!5#.$*+2!#.%!#,!%&)! /)6)+! :'/%!5:'2.)/! #,! <)&#6'&A/! ($'%&! .5#+!%&*/!
3##-)3!/C/%)-!#,!%&*+2/7!
!&)(IJ`YJIKNOP)KLM)GV=8H)TIXQ)SW)&IONMJ)G=AGG)NO)KLNQ)LM[MFPN\MO)ZIXV)TS)ZM)WNOT)KLIK)KLMX)
KM[UNOIKMT)IK)I)\M[X)QNPONWN`IOK)KNUMr)9M)LI\M)M\M[X)[MIQSO)KS)gMJNM\M)QSa)#LM[M)`IO)gM)
JNKKJM)kYMQKNSO)KLIK)KLM)GV=8H)TIXQ)KLYQ)`IJ`YJIKMT)UI[c)IO)MRS`L)WS[)<MLS\IL@Q)fLSJX)
RMSRJMd)NO)KLNQ)KNUM)SW)KLM)MOTa)#LM)QYR[MUM)NQQYM)gMWS[M)KLM)ZLSJM)YON\M[QM)ZIQ)KLMO)
`SUNOP)KS)KLM)WS[MV)OIUMJXV)<MLS\IL@Q)'ON\M[QIJ)3S\M[MNPOKXa)

We note that there are two events linked to the beginning of the 1,290 days: 

1) The constant feature has been removed. 

2) The disgusting thing that is causing desolation has been set up. 

The first point links the 1,290 days to the 1,260 days, which ran from December 
1914 to June 21, 1918. The end of the 1,260 days was marked by the shattering of 
“the power of the holy people,” which occurred when seven of the leaders were 
imprisoned, and the activity of the Bible Students came to a halt. That activity 
consisted of preaching the good news of the Kingdom. When this preaching 
stopped, the “constant feature”—the daily sacrifices, which foreshadowed the 
preaching of God’s Kingdom—also ceased. This was the first event that had to take 
place in connection with the 1,290 days. 

However, another event also occurred at the beginning of the 1,290 days: the 
setting up of “the disgusting thing that causes desolation.” This occurred on January 
18, 1919, and marked the beginning of the 1,290 days. 
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!"#$H4G[_$)-5,$,(-+(#)$'.$1-.&-+5$H\4$H[H[4$-.)$#.)#)$'.$d#7(#<;#+$
[4$H[GG% 

!-%&2%.,'1&'(&:CIIJ&1"0+ &

I start this discussion by quoting Daniel 12:11, 12: 
&&$I?+3!,$#-!%&)!%*-)!%&'%!%&)!0#+/%'+%!E,)'%.$)F!&'/!;))+!$)-#6)3!'+3!%&)$)!&'/!;))+!'!
5:'0*+2!#,!%&)!3*/2./%*+2!%&*+2!%&'%!*/!0'./*+2!3)/#:'%*#+1!%&)$)!(*::!;)!#+)!%&#./'+3!%(#!
&.+3$)3!'+3!+*+)%C!3'C/7!&'$IB'55C!*/!%&)!#+)!(&#!*/!J))5*+2!*+!)K5)0%'%*#+!V(2$2W!'+3!
(&#!'$$*6)/!V%2+26W!'%!%&)!#+)!%&#./'+3!%&$))!&.+3$)3!'+3!%&*$%CS,*6)!3'C/\!

The Hebrew word "J<J in the piel stem has the meaning “to lie in wait (ambush); 
hope for, long for.” (Kohlenberger and Mounce) The word %J;JH  in the hifil stem 
has the meaning “cause to touch; reach, approach, arrive.” (BDB) The first verb is 
imperfect, and the second is a participle, which suggests that the actions of the verse 
are in progress and are continuing. So, the meaning is that those who continue to 
hope and long for something and who continue with this until they arrive at the end 
of the 1,335 days are happy. 

Daniel does not point to any event that would mark the beginning of the 1,335 
days. But if they should have any chronological meaning, they had to start at the end 
of the 1,290 days. While the 1,335 days do not refer to events marking the beginning 
or the end, they evidently describe a time with some problems, and those who 
continue to serve Jehovah during this time are happy 

The book D&3$a%(/4.%;$X/3-*$=/:#3%4#%,$_ $=/*O)$M.%;*/4 (1977), page 140, makes 
the following calculation: 

!" !X&)!/)0#+3!U)3'$!d#*+%!0#+6)+%*#+!)+3)3!#+!4)5%)-;)$!bi1!bmhh7!@,1!+#(1!()!0#.+%!
,$#-!%&)!+)K%!3'C1!3MRKMUgM[)GDV)S[V)-JYJ)=GV)G8==1!8*;:)!0':)+3'$!%*-)1!(&)+!(#.:3!%&)!
b1ii`!3'C/!)+3O!?/!%&)!b1hma!3'C/!'-#.+%)3!%#!%&$))!:.+'$!C)'$/!'+3!/)6)+!-#+%&/1!/#!
%&)!b1ii`!3'C/!(#.:3!'-#.+%!%#!%&$))!:.+'$!C)'$/1!)*2&%!-#+%&/!'+3!,*,%))+!3'C/7!U#.+%*+2!
+#( !:5*'!r:.:!hb!V#$1!4)5%)-;)$!bcW1!bmhh1!()!,*+3!%&'%!%&$))!:.+'$!C)'$/!,$#-!%&'%!3'%)!
(#.:3!)+3!#+!r:.:!ha!V#$1!4)5%)-;)$!mW1!bmh`7!X#!%&*/!()! '33!)*2&%!:.+'$!-#+%&/!'+3!
,*,%))+!3'C/!'+3!'$$*6)!'%!%&)!3'%)!3N\IO)7)CS[V);IX)G8EV)G8=77!X&'%!3'C!('/!%&)!b1gmi$3!
'++*6)$/'$C!#,!%&)!&'55C!3'C!#,!d)+%)0#/%!#,!ii!U7r71!(&)+!%&)!&#:C!/5*$*%!('/!5#.$)3!#.%!
.5#+!<)/./A!3*/0*5:)/!'%!<)$./':)-7!
!! !<./%! 5$*#$! %#! %&*/1! #+! 9'C!bi Sbn1! bmhn1! '! 2)+)$':! '//)-;:C! &'3! %'J)+! 5:'0)! *+!
9'23);.$21 !>)$-'+C1!'%!(&*0&!%&)!5$)/*3)+%!#,!%&)!P'%0&!X#()$!4#0*)%C!&'3!'33$)//)3!
'!5.;:*0!'.3*)+0)!#,!h`1aaa!#+!%&)!/.;Y)0%!IU#-,#$%!,#$!%&)!d)#5:)7D!"SZV)SO);IX)G8V)
R[MRI[IKNSOQ)US\MT)ILMIT)WS[)KLM)LSJTNOP)SW)KLM)SYKQKIOTNOP)NOKM[OIKNSOIJ)`SO\MOKNSO)
SW)G8=7V)KLIK)IK)1JMbIOT[I)2IJI`MV).SOTSOV)-OPJIOTV);IX)=+F>Ga)9'+C!&'55C!3):)2'%)/!
0'-)!,$#-!3*/%'+%!:'+3/7!
!+!X&*/!]#+3#+!'//)-;:C!-'3)!'!%$)-)+3#./!0#+%$*;.%*#+!%#!%&)!&'55*+)//!#,!%&)!5$#5&)%!
L'+*):A/!5)#5:)1!%&)!$)-+'+%!#,!/5*$*%.':!@/$'):*%)/7!?%!%&'%!%*-)1!+#%!%##!-'+C!5)#5:)!()$)!
$)'::C! &'55C! ';#.%! %&)! %'J*+2! #6)$! #,! @%':C! ;C! %&)! "'/0*/%/7! ")'$/! ()$)! )K0*%)3! ;C! %&)!
5$#2$)//!#,!%&)!M'k*!VM'%*#+':!4#0*':*/%!>)$-'+!P#$J)$/A!d'$%CW!-#6)-)+%!*+!>)$-'+C7!
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8.%!%&)!/*KSC)'$S#:3!])'2.)!#,!M'%*#+/!('/!2#*+2!/%$#+2!'+3!('/!';#.%!%#!'3-*%!5#/%('$!
>)$-'+C!%#!*%/! -)-;)$/&*5[ #+!4)5%)-;)$!g1!bmhn7!@+! /5*%)!#,!%&*/!%&)!@+%)$+'%*#+':!
8*;:)! 4%.3)+%/! ?//#0*'%*#+! V@78747?7W! 0#+%*+.)3! %#! )K5#/)! %&)! ])'2.)! '/! '! -'+S-'3)!
5#:*%*0':!/.;/%*%.%)!,#$!>#3A/!J*+23#-!%&'%!&'3!0#-)!%#!5#()$!*+!%&)!&)'6)+/!/*+0)!%&)!
)+3!#,!%&)!>)+%*:)!X*-)/!*+!bmbc7!X&)/)!U&$*/%*'+!8*;:)!4%.3)+%/!&'3!$)/5#+3)3!%#!%&)!
T.)/%*#+1!IP&#!(*::!&#+#$!<)&#6'&OD!%&'%!%&)!8,.?(0E*F"5*//.)!#,!<'+.'$C!b1!bmhn1!&'3!
$'*/)3!;),#$)!*%/!$)'3)$/1!'+3!&'3!0&#/)+!%#!&#+#$!<)&#6'&!'+3!&*/!J*+23#-7!

P&C!*%!('/!*-5#$%'+%!%#!IJ))5*+2!*+!)K5)0%'%*#+!'+3!'$$*6*+2D!'%!%&)!)+3!#,!%&)!b1ii`!3'C/!
*/!3)/0$*;)3!*+!X&)!P'%0&%#()$!#,!M#6)-;)$!b1!bmmi1!5'2)/!bb1!bhH!
&#!L'+*):!bhHbh!/'C/H!IB'55C!*/!%&)!#+)!(&#!*/!J))5*+2!*+!)K5)0%'%*#+!'+3!(&#!'$$*6)/!'%!
%&)!#+)!%&#./'+3!%&$))!&.+3$)3!'+3!%&*$%CS,*6)!3'C/\D!X&)/)!b1ii`!3'C/1!#$!%&$))!C)'$/1!
)*2&%!'+3!'!&':,!-#+%&/1!)6*3)+%:C!;)2'+!'%!%&)!)+3!#,!%&)!5$)6*#./!5)$*#37!U#.+%*+2!,$#-!
4)5%)-;)$!bmhh1!%&*/!;$*+2/!./!%#!%&)!:'%)!/5$*+2!VM#$%&)$+!B)-*/5&)$)W!#,!bmhn7!P&'%!
&'55)+)3!3.$*+2!%&#/)!b1ii`!3'C/O!
&%!L)/5*%)!%&)!:'+3-'$J!+'%.$)!#,!)6)+%/!*+!bmhh1!)6*3)+%:C!/#-)!/%*::!:##J)3!:#+2*+2:C!%#!
%&)! 5'/%7! X&)!S.1!#"-0 #%0 .("0 S?5#).15"-@!'.%&#$)3! ;C! U7!X7!^.//)::1! ()$)! /%*::! ;'/*0! /%.3C!
-'%)$*':7!4Y[KLM[V) KLM) ZNTMJX) `N[`YJIKMT) gSScJMK);NJJNSOQ) "SZ) .N\NOP) 9NJJ) "M\M[)
&NM)R[MQMOKMT)KLM)\NMZ)KLIK)NO)G8=+V)/ST@Q)RY[RSQMQ)[MPI[TNOP)KLM)[MQKS[NOP)SW)KLM)MI[KL)
KS)2I[ITNQM)IOT)KLM)[MQY[[M`KNOP)SW)KLM)WINKLWYJ)SOMQ)SW)SJT)ZSYJT)gMPNO)KS)gM)WYJWNJJMTa)
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The different events mentioned in the quotation showed the importance of 
continuing to serve Jehovah during the 1,335 days. The most important event that 
would need perseverance could have been the expectation that the faithful servants 
of God from of old would get a resurrection in the year 1925, and that did not 
happen. 

!"#$%&''($)*+,$,-*.-#)$/ 0$1#2-#34#.$%5&$%677&$*0)$#0)#)$8*+$%6&$%6796 

!"#$%&;@A;&B/,.6%30+&30-%&.%/0,<1&

"#$%&'()*+ ,)-.)/*'"0"1' 2 ',.-3'$"'"0"4  

"#$0&'()*+ ,)-.)/*'"4#'"0"0' 2 '53673893/'0#'"0$$ 

"#::;'()*+  53673893/'"1#'"0$$'2 '<)*'"0#'"0$%  

In my view, that data presented in the Watchtower literature about the fulfillment 
of the 1 260, 1290 and 1335 days gives a strong impression. Particularly, the 
anchoring point of the beginning of the 1,290 days of “the placing of the disgusting 
thing that causes desolation” is important. This connects all three time periods with 
the beginning of the time of the end. My conclusion is that the Watchtower literature 
has presented solid evidence for the fulfillment of the three time prophecies. 
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The purpose of the preaching the good news of the Kingdom—indirectly referred 

to in connection with the 1,290 days—is not to separate all people into two groups: 
Those who will receive eternal life and those who will face eternal death. Rather, the 
purpose is to gather two groups of people whom Jehovah God intends to use in a 
special way. 

In Jesus’ day, the gathering of the group of 144,000 took place; these were 
anointed with God’s spirit and are destined to rule in heaven alongside Jesus Christ. 
In the time of the end following 1914, the number of 144,000 was not yet complete; 
consequently, the gathering of individuals to fill this number was the first event to 
occur during the time of the end. 

This was followed by the gathering of those who would constitute the “great 
crowd” mentioned in Revelation 7:9–14. God’s purpose in gathering them is for 
them to survive the great tribulation, after which he will use them in the work of 
preparing the earth for the resurrection of the dead. 

What, then, becomes of all the others living during the time of the end, as well as 
those who have lived throughout history? When Jesus died, he purchased all these, 
all of Adam’s descendants. This means that all of Adam’s descendants—provided 
they are not permeated by wickedness and have not sinned against the holy spirit, 
and do not belong to the 144,000 or to the great crowd—will be resurrected during 
the thousand-year Judgment Day. There, they will have the opportunity to serve 
Jehovah and gain eternal life. The resurrection will also include the vast majority of 
the more than 8 billion people who will die during the great tribulation. 

Can we now see the significance of “the holy people” (Daniel 12:7), whose power 
would be shattered after “a time, times, and half a time”? Those referred to as “the 
holy people” do not constitute an elite group that is alone in being saved and gaining 
eternal life. Rather, “the holy people” includes the remainder of the 144,000 who will 
rule with Jesus, as well as the great crowd, whom Jehovah God will use to perform 
specific tasks. Because many specific events—both negative and positive—are to 
befall “the holy people,” they must be a united group that stands together and 
remains distinct from all other groups. 

One way to identify “the holy people” is to look at the fulfillment of the prophetic 
time periods discussed in this chapter. We can first use the negative method of 
identification: Any religious group or community that cannot demonstrate that the 
1,260, 1,290, and 1,335 days have been fulfilled in its history cannot be “the holy 
people.” The positive method of identification: The three mentioned time 
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prophecies have been fulfilled in the history of Jehovah’s Witnesses, proving that 
they are “the holy people.” 

The fact that Jehovah’s Witnesses are referred to as “the holy people” does not 
disparage other people or condemn those of other faiths. Jehovah God loves all 
people (John 3:16), and Jesus has purchased all of Adam’s descendants. The 
difference is that Jehovah’s Witnesses consist of people who have studied the Bible 
and learned of Jehovah’s purpose for the earth. They have aligned their way of life 
with the Bible, and they are all proclaimers of the good news of the Kingdom. They 
have received an opportunity today—one they have embraced. They will survive the 
great tribulation and be used by Jehovah to prepare the earth for the resurrection. 

All other people who have lived and died—or who are still alive—and who are 
not permeated by wickedness and have not sinned against the holy spirit, will receive 
their opportunity after being resurrected from the dead in the new system of things. 
Over the course of a thousand years, they will gradually be brought to perfection. By 
the end of the thousand years, they will be perfect and free from inherited sin. 

Here we can see how wonderful God’s plan for mankind has been: None of us 
descendants of Adam asked to inherit Adam’s sin. Yet now, after the thousand years, 
all who are alive will be perfect and without sin. And now, everyone will receive the 
same opportunity that Adam had when he was a perfect man. They will have the 
chance to choose whether to serve Jehovah or follow Satan the Devil. 

This means that most of those who today have not desired—or have not had the 
opportunity—to become part of “the holy people” will have the chance to join “the 
holy people” during the thousand-year Judgment Day, the antitypical Jubilee. 
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When we read the letters to the congregation in Corinth, we understand that there 

was a lack of unity in the congregation, and that some elders who are called the 
“superfine apostles” had exalted themselves and had introduced some false 
teachings. 

When we read chapters 2 and 3 of Revelation about the letters to the seven 
congregations in Asia, we see that violations of God’s laws were accepted in some 
congregations, and false doctrines were also introduced. But in spite of all these 
problems in the mentioned congregations, these congregations were parts of “the 
holy people” who had God’s approval. 

In the 21st century, the members of the Governing Body have elevated themselves 
to a government for Jehovah’s Witnesses and have given themselves all power. They 
have also introduced procedures that violate some of God’s laws and have embraced 
some false doctrines. In spite of this, Jehovah’s Witnesses are still “the holy people” 
and most of their doctrines and practices accord with the Bible’s principles. 

I started this chapter by referring to the conversation between Pilate and Jesus. 
Pilate asked Jesus, “What is truth?” But instead of waiting for Jesus’ answer, he 
turned his back on Jesus and went out to speak to the Jews. (John 18:37, 38) In light 
of the situation among Jehovah’s Witnesses in the 21st century, we should ask the 
same question Pilate did: “What is truth?” But we should wait for the answer by 
following the example of those in Beroea who “received the word with the greatest 
eagerness of mind, carefully examining the Scriptures daily as to whether these things 
were so.”  
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